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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen, amen.  We welcome all of you joining us 

by television and by the internet at airjesus.com.  So, delighted 

to have you.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  We’re talking 

about the most important thing there is in life.  Your most vital 

and fulfilling relationship, your relationship with God.  So, stay 

tuned to today’s message. 

 

 Open your Bibles if you will as we are continuing something we 

started last week.  To the Gospel of John.  The Gospel of John 

chapter 15, the Gospel of John chapter 15.  The Gospel of John 

chapter 15.  When you get there, say amen.  John 15 and let’s 

read verse 15.  John chapter 15 and verse 15.  Ready?  Let’s read 

together in unison. Ready, read.  “Henceforth, I call you not 

servants for the servant knoweth not what his Lord doeth but I 

have called you friends for all things that I have heard of my 

Father, I have made known unto you.”  And I just want to use as 

a subject, “I Have Called You Friends.”  I have called you 

friends.  And we’re really continuing something we started last 

week on developing friendship with God.  Developing friendship 

with God. 

 

 This word friend here that’s used here on John 15:15.  That’s a 

very peculiar word.  The word friend here is not talking about a 

casual acquaintance.  It’s not talking about just a casual 

relationship but that’s a very intimate, personal, close, dear, 

trusted relationship.  And this is what God desires to have with 

each and everyone of us.  The Bible says in Exodus 34:14 that 

God is a jealous God.  And what that means, one translation 

translated that God is passionate about his relationship with us.  

He’s passionate about his relationship with us.  He’s a jealous 

God.  His passion is what he’s really talking about.  The passion 

of God.  I love them so much.  And so, he desires a relationship 

with us, friendship with us above all things.  The angels looked 

at this scenario of how much God loved us and the angel have 

asked in the Book of Psalms, what is man?  He couldn’t 

understand.  God, when I consider the sun and the moons and 

all these things, what is man that you are mindful of him?  Why 

is he on your mind?  What is man that you visit with him?  What 

is this friendship?  What is this relationship?  The angel saw 

Him showing up every day talking and greeting and acquainting 

Himself with Adam, walking in the cool of the evening everyday 

and the angels couldn’t figure out what is this relationship.  
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What is this friendship with man? Why do you want this?  Why 

is this deep longing there for intimate personal relationship with 

your man?  And God has never lost that.  God has never lost 

that he desires our friendship more than anything else and we 

ought to desire his friendship more than anything else in life. 

 

 This is the most important thing in life in my opinion, is being 

friends with God.  Now, the same word this friend here in John 

15:15 is also translated or refers to -- it actually refers to a 

wedding and it refers to the best man at a wedding.  And then 

notice that Jesus said, “I’ve called you my best man.”  I’ve called 

you my best.  Now, in a wedding, there is nobody closer to the 

groom than the best man, is there?  You know, when we are 

preparing to do weddings here and we’re back in the back and 

normally, myself or whoever is doing officiating the wedding, 

we’re normally there with the groom and there’s only one other 

person with us.  The best man.  Everybody else is, you know, 

they have other parts but the best man stays with the groom 

and I’ve been in some weddings that we perform and the groom 

was just so nervous, just in the back with his knees buckling. 

 

00:05:01 

 

I mean, just wiping his forehead profusely and just saying, man 

I can’t believe I’m about to do this.  I just can’t believe this is 

happening.  Man, what am I about to do?  And then I’ve seen 

him so nervous and yet the only thing that calms his nerve is 

the fact that there’s somebody standing by him that he is 

acquainted with, that he’s comfortable with, somebody that he 

trusts.  Normally, this best man is not somebody they just met.  

It’s not somebody that they have a casual acquaintance with.  

This is somebody, this is a lifelong friend.  This is somebody they 

have been through thick and thin with.  This is somebody that 

knows their intimate secrets.  This is somebody they confide 

with and he’s the best man who’s with him in that moment of 

unsurety that gives him some relief, some comfort, some 

assurance that they can make it through this thing. 

 

I saw a grown man, he was a big buffed guy and he -- I looked at 

his eyes.  He’s eyes were misty and watery.  He was about to cry.  

Big old (00:06:07) and his best man was there to hit him in the 

back and said, man it’s going to be all right.  It’s going to be all 

right.  It’s almost over just stand, just stand.  And so, this is what 

Jesus calls us.  He said I have called you friends.  And notice, He 
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makes a distinction.  I’m no longer calling you servants.  You are 

now my friends.  And He says the reason for this is servants 

don’t know what’s going on but friends share intimate 

knowledge.  Friends share secrets.  Friends confide in one 

another and He said, “I’m calling you my trusted friends.” 

 

This word here, it also refers to a king and it refers to the court 

of a king and this word friends it refers to the inner circle of 

those who are closest, who he really trust, his intimate friends.  

Now, back in the time of kings, servants were not allowed to 

come close to the king.  Servants had to keep a distance.  In fact, 

if you ever read over in the Book of Esther, you will find Esther, 

she was afraid to go before the king because if you came before 

the king unannounced and uninvited, you would be killed.  And 

so, someone had come to her to go to the king on behalf of God’s 

people, the Israelites and she said, “I’ll die.”  She said, “I would 

have to risk my life.”  And finally, she said, “Well, if I die, just 

die.  If I perish, I just perish.”  And that’s what she was talking 

about going into the presence of the king being uninvited and 

unannounced.  And so, this word that Jesus used, it refers to a 

friend.  It refers to those who are invited to come back into the 

king’s chambers and to have relationship to enjoy close, 

constant, direct access and confidential information the king 

share this only with friends.  He share this only with friends. 

 

And you know the Bible says in Hebrews chapter 4 verse 16, 

“Let us come boldly before the throne of grace.”  Now, that’s – 

now, we understand that in a different light.  We can go before 

God because we see now, we’re his friends.  We’re his friends.  

And so, he invites us to come and have direct access and close 

constant friendship with him. 

 

Turn over to the Book of Proverbs.  The Book of Proverbs 

chapter 3.  Proverbs chapter 3.  Proverbs chapter 3 and verse 32.  

Proverbs chapter 3 and verse 32 and it reads, “For the froward is 

abomination to the Lord, but his secret is with the righteous.” 

And the King James actually says in the margin, his secret 

counsel. His secret counsel is with the righteous and the -- one 

translation translates that his conversation among friends is 

with the righteous.  His conversation and here’s the picture of 

this king inviting us back into his chambers and conversing with 

us as friends. 

 

00:10:03 
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And he was saying, his secret counsel is among friends.  His 

conversation among friends.  One translation says, he offers 

friendship to the godly and he offers us this secret conversation, 

this secret counsel.  You know, I believe that God wants to share 

some things with us about different areas of our lives to help us, 

to bring us success, to bring us bring victory, to bring us 

answers, to bring us solutions.  But I believe so often we go 

without little solutions because we never develop our friendship 

enough where we can receive the secret counsel from a friend.  

And this is what I found over and over that he reserves the 

secret counsel for friends.  I had a friend to tell me once.  He 

said, “I’m going to tell you something.”  And he said, “Don’t you 

tell anyone else.  I’m only sharing this with you.”  And that’s the 

way God is.  There’s information that he desires to share with 

his friends, the secret counsel.  There are some things on his 

heart he wants to share with us about our lives, to bless our 

lives in every area of life. 

 

Brother Hagan, he was on his death bed.  He had a deformed 

heart, he had an incurable blood disease, he was paralyzed and 

the doctor said, they’ve done all they can do and they basically 

told him that it’s just a matter of months before you’re dead and 

gone.  And he knew that if there was any hope for him living, it 

would have to come from God.  And so, he made a decision that 

he said, “If I’m going to be healed,” he said, “I believe I’m going 

to get it from God.  There’s nothing else the doctors can do.”  

And so, he poured himself into God’s Word almost 24 hours a 

day, searching and he begin praying and through his searching 

and through his praying, through his direct access that he begin 

to have with his king, God begin to share secret counsel with 

him on how to get well.  And he received the secret of how to be 

divinely healed on a death bed that he wouldn’t have got any 

other way if he hadn’t made a decision to develop his friendship 

with God.  And the light came on and he begin to see from God’s 

Word exactly how to be healed.  And within 15 minutes, he was 

standing on his feet, praising God, completely healed of a 

deformed heart, paralysis and an incurable blood disease. 

 

Now, this is when he was 17 years old.  The doctors told him he 

would only live a few months.  He ended up living to be about 

85, 86 years old.  What if he had just accepted the doctors 

report?  He would have missed off 70 years of his life.  But no, he 

made a decision to become friends with the one who could heal 
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him and if you will learn to become friends with God, folks, I am 

telling you, He will reveal His secret to you.  In any situation 

that you’re in, He will reveal His secret that will bring you 

victory and it will bring you success no matter what it is you’re 

dealing with in life.  You know, you are as close to God as you 

choose to be.  It’s your decision.  Right now, you are as close to 

God as you choose to be.  It’s your decision.  No one can make 

that decision for you.  You are as close to God right now as you 

choose to be.  And so, many people said, well, all I want to do is 

just go to church on Sunday and that’s all I want from God and 

that’s exactly where you are.  But yet, there are other people 

that know Him as an intimate dear friend. 

 

James 4:8 says, draw near unto Me and I’ll draw near unto you.  

In other words, Jesus said, it’s your decision.  However, you 

decide how close you want to be with me and when you make the 

decision, I’ll start moving towards you.  Oh, he called us friends.  

He called us His friends.  There are some things that some 

benefits I want to share that will begin to happen in your life as 

you begin to develop your friendship with God.  

 

00:15:02 

As Jesus has said, I have called you friends. There are some 

things specifically that you need to do develop your friendship.  

We talked about some of them last week in terms of continually 

conversing with God throughout the day wherever you might be, 

making yourself aware of his presence at all times.  You know, 

God is with you all the time but you may not realize that if you 

don’t make yourself aware of his presence.  And so, you have to 

make yourself aware of his presence at different intervals during 

the day, not just a specific time that you have set aside for 

prayer, for reading a Bible but throughout the day.  While you’re 

driving, while you’re at work, while you’re on the telephone.  

Constantly remind yourself that God is here.  God is with me 

and you make yourself aware of his presence.  Make yourself 

aware of his presence.  While you are doing your normal routine 

and your daily duty, make yourself aware of his presence.  I 

mean, you’ve been talking to him. 

 

Brother Hagan, he was watching a football game and his son 

looked over at him and saw his mouth moving.  He realized that 

his daddy was praying in the Holy Ghost watching the football 

game.  Isn’t that something?  You can be aware of God’s 

presence watching the football game.  You can watch the football 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7266.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7266.mp3 

game with God.  See, that’s inviting Him into your everyday life 

and to your everyday details where his praise is continually in 

your mouth.  His thanksgiving is in your mouth and you’re 

acknowledging him in all your ways.  He’s with you all the time 

but when you’re not aware of His presence, it does you no good.  

So, you have to make yourself aware of His presence.  And when 

you do that throughout the day, you will start developing a 

closeness.  You develop a friendship when you that, when you 

make yourself aware of his presence and also it will purge your 

life, because you won’t be able to do some things that you will be 

tempted to do on the flesh when you’re aware of God’s presence 

all the time.  And so, it will begin to purge your life. 

 

There are some things you won’t say.  I mean, when you pause 

in the middle of the day and say, Lord I just want to thank you 

and I just want to bless and I just want to praise you.  There are 

some -- it will purge some things that you would have, might 

have said to somebody.  When you’re constantly aware of the 

presence of God, it will change your behavior.  It will change 

your vocabulary.  It will change your attitude.  It will change 

some things when you make yourself constantly aware of the 

presence of God.  And then there are something that Jesus tells 

us to do. 

 

Turn back over to John 15, John 15.  John chapter 15.  John 15 

verse 14.  Jesus gives the key right here, something you have to 

do if you want to be my friend.  John 15 verse 14.  Look at verse 

14.  Notice what he said.  John 15 verse 14.  He says, “Ye are my 

friends if ye do whatsoever I command you.”  Now, here’s a key 

Jesus gives himself that if you want friendship with me, you’re 

going to have to be willing to obey me by faith because there’s 

going to be some things that Jesus might ask you to do that 

don’t make sense, you don’t understand them, they’re not 

convenient and you got to do them anyhow because you’re 

obeying him by faith, you’re trusting him.  If you think about 

some of the things that God asked Abraham to do and this was 

to test his trust, his obedience by faith.  Abraham didn’t 

understand.  God shows up to Abraham and said, Abraham 

leave your tent folks and I want you to just go somewhere I’m 

going to show you.  That’s what he told him.  Abraham had to 

obey that literally by faith.  He had to say, God, I’m going to 

trust you to do this even though I don’t understand it.  It doesn’t 

make sense.  I can’t see any logical reasons why I should do it 

but I’m going to do it because you asked me to do it. 
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Here’s something else God asked Abraham to do.  Abraham 

bring your oldest son up on this mountain and sacrifice him to 

me.  Without hesitation, Abraham grabs his son and heads up 

that mountain to do what God asked him to do.  And all along 

he’s trusting God.  He’s obeying by faith.  It didn’t make sense.  

Abraham can’t comprehend why I need to offer this oldest son I 

have.  The son I have waited 25 years to have all of my life, I’ve 

wanted a child. 

 

00:20:06 

 

God finally gives me one and now he tells me to kill him, but 

then, he went on without questioning.  He obeyed by faith.  And 

Jesus says right here in John 15:14, “you want to be my friend, 

you’re going to have to do whatever I command you.”  And I 

believe God was just testing, he was testing Abraham just to see 

if he will be willing to do it and then James chapter 2 verse 23 

says this, it says, “Because Abraham believed, because Abraham 

obeyed, because Abraham (00:20:46) me, Abraham is known as a 

friend of God.”  He’s God’s friend.  See, when you got a good 

friend, you learn to trust them.  You learn to trust them.  And 

that’s why you can confide in somebody that you can trust.  

Here’s a third key.  God wants you to be open and honest with 

Him.  He wants you to be open.  God doesn’t require us to be 

perfect because nobody is perfect.  If He required us to be 

perfect, nobody can come to Him.  Aren’t you happy that He 

didn’t require us to be perfect?  We would all have to dismiss 

ourselves, but what He does require you to be is honest.  He 

requires you to be open and honest with Him.  Open and honest 

with Him.  And so, God wants you to trust Him, obey Him, be 

open and honest.  He wants you to have open-ended prayer 

where you just – you communicate with Him all day different 

intervals throughout the day.  Whatever you’re doing, whatever 

you’re thinking, whatever you’re talking, He’s on the forefront of 

your thinking, He’s on the forefront of your mind and then God 

wants you to meditate in this word.  He wants you to – how can 

you be friends with somebody and you don’t know what they 

said.  Here’s what he said right here.  And so, if I want to be 

friends with Him, I need to know everything He said.  Turn to 

your neighbor say, “The Bible is God speaking to me.”  This is 

your friend right here talking to you.  The Bible – this book is no 

different than if the Lord Jesus Christ appeared in here and 

stood and started talking to you.  He is not going to say anything 
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any different than what’s right here.  And so, you learn to 

receive this as if the Lord Jesus Christ himself was standing 

here talking to you.  The Bible is God speaking to you.  And so, 

you got to spent time in His Word, meditate on His word.  Some 

of you say, well. I don’t know how to meditate on the Word.  Do 

you know how to worry?  Well, if you know how to worry -- ask 

your neighbor, “Do you know how to worry?”  If you know how to 

worry, I have news for you, you know how to meditate.  Worry is 

simply the negative form of meditation.  Worry is meditating on 

your problem.  Meditation is you mediate on the Word of God.  

You meditate on the Word of God.  That’s all it is.  One of them 

is you’re meditating on your problems, the other one is you’re 

meditating on the Word of God.  Now, Jesus – this is just some 

of the keys that if you keep that constant communication and 

prayer, you meditate on His Word, you trust Him, be willing to 

obey Him and you start doing these things, you’re going to 

develop, begin to develop friendship with Him and  you find 

yourself open and honest with Him.  You’re going to see 

intimacy and greater friendship with God. 

 

We are out of time and those of you that are watching by 

television, I want you to go to airjesus.com, you can listen to this 

message in its entirety, message number 7266 at airjesus.com.  

you can also email it to a friend.  And we want you to join us 

here for our live services, 30 minutes before it’s service, the 

pastor and myself, we’d stand out front and we’re pronouncing a 

blessing on everyone that comes.  So, come and receive your 

blessing and so we thank you so much for joining us here at 

Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the Word. 

 

00:24:32 
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