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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen, amen.  We welcome all of you joining us 

by way television or by way of airjesus.com.  Stay tuned to 

today’s message.  Have you ever had moments in your life when 

you felt like your prayers just go unanswered, felt like 

sometimes there was really no use in praying at all, just a waste 

of your time?  Well, stay tuned to today’s message.  I have 

something that will encourage you in your life. 

 

 Open your Bibles if you will over to Gospel of Luke, the Gospel 

of Luke, Matthew, then the book of Mark and then the Book of 

Luke.  The third book there in the New Testament.  The Gospel 

of Luke chapter 11.  The Gospel of Luke chapter 11, and let’s 

begin reading.  Jesus is actually teaching on the subject of 

prayer.  He was praying and his disciples saw him praying and 

they immediately came up to Him and said, well, teach us how 

to do this.  We want to know how to pray effectively as well and 

so he gives them the model prayers we know in the first four 

verses of Luke 11 but then specifically, He teaches them one 

specific principle of prayer here beginning in verse number 5.  

Let’s begin reading.  We’ll read verses 5 through verse 10.  And 

let’s read in unison, ready, read.  “And he said unto them, which 

of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, 

and say unto him, friend, lend me three loaves for a friend of 

mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set 

before him.  And he from within shall answer and say, trouble 

me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in 

bed.  I cannot rise and give thee.  I say unto you, though he will 

not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his 

importunity, he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.  

And I say unto you, ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 

shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.  For every one 

that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him 

that knocketh it shall be opened.” 

 

 And I want to tell today from the subject “Persistent Prayer.”  

Persistent prayer.  This word here as Jesus gives this parable, 

He says, “when this man comes to his friends’ home to get some 

loaves of bread so that he can entertain his guest because in 

that day and in that time, whenever guest came to your home, 

you entertain them and you prepare a meal and so forth no 

matter what time it was and so this gentleman had a late guest 

showing up at his house at midnight and he didn’t have 
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anything in the house and so he went out to his friend.  Friend 

in the bed and the Bible says, even though that was his friend 

I’m still in the bed.  Friend or no friend, I’m in the bed.  

(00:03:47) this camp is closed down for the night.  And so, the 

Bible says, but not merely because that was his friend but 

because of his importunity, that friend got up out of his warm 

bed and he supplied the request of his friend because of his 

importunity.  Now, Jesus, keep in mind, he’s teaching us 

something here about prayer because His disciples just asked 

Him to teach us how to pray. 

 

Now this word, importunity is key to this entire passage and 

that’s what Jesus was teaching His disciples importunity, 

simply means persistent.  Persistent means – also means bonus 

and also means shamelessly.  And so, this guy was out there just 

knocking on the door boldly, persistently, shamelessly.  He 

didn’t care if the whole neighborhood woke up.  He kept 

knocking and his friend just hollered up and said we’re closed 

for the night.  He kept knocking and said, hey, hey, I got an 

emergency.  I need you.  I have a guest at my house.  I need 

bread. 

 

00:05:01 

 

He kept knocking.  He kept knocking.  He kept knocking.  He 

kept knocking until his friend got up.  And Jesus teaches us 

something here about persistent prayer that not all of your 

prayers are going to be answered right away and that there are 

times where God wants you to continue petitioning him, to keep 

praying even though it looks like it’s hopeless but to keep 

praying anyhow, to keep persisting and bold, shameless prayer, 

to keep asking God even though it looks like it’s over.  Keep 

asking God.  To keep knocking and he says something in those 

three verses about the end, he says, “Ask, seek not and it’s a 

present verb, it’s a present chance which implies a continuation 

and so He is saying, ask and keep on asking.  Seeking, keep on 

seeking.  Knock and keep on knocking and it’s really the same.  

It’s all one word, is that petitioning, is that asking, is that 

inquiring, is that requesting, is that supplicating.  It’s really one 

word He is giving there, but the thing He is expressing is, no, 

keep doing it.  Don’t stop.  Continue persevering and persisting, 

keep asking, keep requesting, stay before God, keep coming.  

Don’t stop.  Keep asking, keep laying your case before Him and 

there is something powerful.  Jesus wants as to learn about 
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persistent prayer.  Some of you quit too soon.  Some of you quit 

too soon.  Some of you are feeling weary like it’s not doing any 

good.  I’ve prayed a long time and nothing happens to them.  I’m 

finished with that.  I was wasting my time.  God is saying your 

not wasting your time.  Keep knocking, keep asking, keep 

seeking.  You’re not wasting your time.  You’re not waste – and 

we get weary, we get tired, and we feel like quitting, feel like 

there’s no results, we feel like God isn’t listening, but even in the 

midst of all of that, He says, keep on, keep asking, keep 

knocking, keep seeking, persist, be persistent, persevering 

prayer.  Persevering prayer. 

 

This is Jesus teaching this.  Now, if anybody knows anything 

about prayers, it’s Jesus, right?  Jesus is giving us this little 

secret.  Jesus has been – you know, Jesus knows about prayer.  

He’s been in a throne room.  He’s seen his Father answer prayer 

and Jesus trying to give us the (00:07:49) he’s cuing us in.  Turn 

to your neighbor and say, “he’s cuing us in.”  Jesus is simply 

saying, you’re giving up to soon.  You’re quitting.  It’s because of 

his importunity that the friend got up and gave him what he 

asked.  He kept asking.  He kept asking.  It was an urgent 

request and because of his urgent continuous asking and 

inquiring and knocking and seeking because he wouldn’t leave, 

because he stayed there, his friend got up and supplied the 

request. 

 

And so, pray and keep on praying.  Don’t get discouraged when 

it seems like your prayers are not being answered.  There’s a 

little cartoon I read and it was a picture of a little boy and he 

was kneeling down by his bed and he prayed this, he said, “Dear 

God, uncle Jim still doesn’t have a job.  Sis, still doesn’t a date 

for the dance.  Grandma is still feeling sick.  And I’m tired of 

praying for this family and not getting results.”  Isn’t that 

something?  Even though that was a cartoon, that’s the way we 

all feel sometimes, isn’t it?  God, I’m tired like nothing has 

happened.  I’ve been praying about this situation and nothing is 

happening at all and even we’re tempted to just cave in and to 

quit and to give up.  Even if it’s something important.  Even if 

it’s something we know that God has laid on our heart.  You 

know, if it is something like praying for a loved one to be saved, 

to be born again or praying for a marriage to be restored or 

praying for a sick body to be made whole.  And so, even though 

it’s important, even though it’s God will, sometimes even if it’s 

God’s, it doesn’t mean it happens instantly, doesn’t mean it 
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happens right away and this is where Jesus is cluing us into.  

And we feel like this little boy in the cartoon, sometimes we’re 

tired of praying. 

 

00:10:02 

 

But I like – turn over and flip over your Bible to Luke 18.  Luke 

18.  Now this subject was so important to Jesus.  He taught it 

again, just here in Luke 18, just as He did in Luke 11.  Luke 18 -

- notice what he said, verse 1.  “And He spoke a parable unto 

them to this end, that men are always to pray and not fake” -- 

not to fake.  He said, “Don’t cave in, don’t give up, don’t quit, 

don’t throw in the towel, be persistent, persevere in prayer, 

labor in prayer.”  Labor in prayer.  Don’t give up just because 

your healing hasn’t manifested, keep praying, keep seeking.  

Just because your husband hasn’t strayed out in the night, don’t 

stop praying.  Keep praying.  Keep praying.  Just because your 

child is out on crack, don’t stop.  Keep praying.  Stay persistent, 

persevere. 

 

And so, Jesus said here in Luke 18, He teach us the same thing.  

In Luke 18, He is teaching about this woman who went to an 

unjust judge to get some help and the judge wouldn’t help her.  

And this woman, the Bible says, “wore him out.”  She wouldn’t 

stop.  She would not stop.  She faxed him.  She emailed him.  

She left him voice messages.  She left notes on his windshield.  

The Bible says, “She would show up at his house.  She was 

waiting at his house when he got ready to go to work.  And she 

was waiting there when he got home from work.  She wouldn’t 

quit.  She would not stop.  And this is what Jesus is saying, just 

like this widow.  And the Bible said, “because she wouldn’t quit, 

he finally said, all right, all right, I’ll do whatever it is you want 

me to do.  I’d do it.”  And this man didn’t even know God.  The 

Bible says, “He didn’t fear God.  He didn’t regard God.  He was 

an unjust judge.  He didn’t regard man, didn’t care about the 

woman or anything and yet she still got her petition answered 

because she refused to give up and to cave in and to quit. 

 

And so, Jesus said, “If this woman refuses to quit and she is 

dealing with an unrighteous man who doesn’t care, an unjust 

man who doesn’t regard or fear God, how much more your 

Heavenly Father who is righteous, who’s loving, who’s caring if 

you come to Him and you stay before Him?  Jesus said, “How 
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much more is He going see to your need?”  Jesus said, stay 

there.  The cry of the righteous is precious to God. 

 

Stay there.  Don’t quit.  Don’t stop.  A spirit of fatigue has come 

on many of you in your prayer life and you feel like it’s hopeless, 

it’s over and you’ve gotten weary for praying for someone.  You 

just throw your hands up and say forget it.  It doesn’t look like 

it’s (00:13:22) and it’s not happening and all along you can’t see 

what’s going on behind the curtain.  All along God is working in 

His own providential divine will, but He’s behind the curtain, 

you can’t see it. 

 

You’ve ever been to a play?  And you know between the acts of a 

play, they pull the curtains so you can’t see.  But behind the 

curtain, there’s a lot of activity going on.  They’re moving props, 

they’re putting the actress in place.  They are changing costume.  

You can’t see all of that.  And the curtain is pulled and then you 

can’t see what’s going on behind the curtain.  And you get up out 

of your seat and you leave because you think the play is over.  

And the play isn’t over, the curtain is just pulled.  While they’re 

getting ready for the next act, and some of you all had left right 

in the middle of the play because you thought it was over.  Turn 

to your neighbor and say, “Stay in the play.”  Stay in the play.  

You got to take it; you might as well stay there. 

 

And so, here’s something about persevering, persevering.  Let 

me read something to you from John Wesley’s diary.  John 

Wesley.  John Wesley said.  He was great preacher and man of 

God, many of you know him.  John Wesley, his diary.  This is out 

of his diary.  “Sunday morning, May 5th, preached in St. Ann’s, 

was asked not to come back anymore.  But I kept praying.” 

 

00:15:04 

 

“Sunday p.m., May 5th, preached at St. John’s, deacons said, 

Get out and stay out.  But I keep praying.  Sunday morning, 

May 12th, preached at St. Jude’s, can’t go back there either.  But 

I kept praying.  Sunday p.m., May 12th, preached at St. 

George’s, kicked out again.  But I kept praying.  Sunday 

morning, May 19th, preached at St. somebody else’s church, 

deacons called special meeting and said I couldn’t return, but I 

kept praying.  Sunday p.m., May 19th, preached on the street, 

but I was kicked off the street.  But I kept praying.  Sunday 

a.m., May 26th, preached in the meadows, but chased out of the 
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meadows as a bull was turned loose during the services.  But I 

kept praying.  Sunday a.m., June 2nd, preached out at the edge 

of town, kicked off the highway.  But I kept praying.  Sunday 

p.m., June 2nd, afternoon service, preached in a pasture, 10,000 

people came to hear me preach.”  And he said, “I keep praying.”  

And he said, “Don’t give up!”  Don’t give up!  The answer maybe 

just around the corner.  He kept preaching until finally 10,000 

people came to hear him preach.  But what if he had to quit 

when they put him out?  What if he had to quit when they told 

him don’t come back? 

 

I’m telling you, there’s something about persevering in prayer 

that we sometimes throw in the towel folks just before the 

answer shows up.  Just before the answer shows up.  My next-

door neighbor, she came over to my house one day and she told 

me, “She said 20 years, I prayed for my husband to be saved.”  

And she said with tears coming down her face, (00:17:07) she 

said, “Praise God, just this week he received Christ Jesus as his 

savior.”  She said 20 years of praying, 20 years of prayer.  What 

if she had quit after 10 years?  What if she had quit after 15 

years?  There is something about persevering, persistent prayer 

that Jesus wants us to know about.  Let me share this with you.  

This is another powerful story that I came across and a 

gentleman named Roger Sims and he was hitchhiking his way 

home, he would never forget the date, May 7th.  His heavy 

suitcase made him tired.  He was anxious to take off his army 

uniform once and for all.  Flashing the hitchhiking sign to 

oncoming car, he lost hope when he saw that it was a black fleet 

new Cadillac but to his surprise the car stopped, the door 

opened.  He ran toward the car, tossed his suitcase in the back 

and thanked the handsome well-dress man as he slid into the 

front seat.  “Going home for keeps?”  “Sure am,” Roger 

responded.  “Well, you’re in luck if you’re going to Chicago, not 

quite that far.  “Do you live in Chicago?”  “Yes, I have a business 

there.  My name is Hanover.” 

 

After talking about many things, Roger, a Christian, felt a 

compulsion to witness to this fiftyish, apparently successful 

businessman about Christ, but he kept putting it off until he 

realized he was just 30 minutes from his home.  It was now or 

never.  So, Roger cleared his throat.  “Mr. Hanover, I would like 

to talk to you about something very important.”  He then 

proceeded to explain the way of salvation.  Ultimately, asking 

Mr. Hanover if he would like to receive Christ as his savior.  To 
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Roger’s astonishment, the Cadillac pulled over to the side of the 

road.  Roger thought he was going to be ejected from the car.  

But the businessman bowed his head and receive Christ then 

thank Roger.  “This is a greatest thing that has ever happened 

to me,” Hanover said. 

 

Five years went by, Roger married, had a two-year-old boy and a 

business of his own. 

 

00:20:04 

 

Packing his suitcase for a business trip to Chicago, he found the 

small white business card Handover had given him five years 

before.  In Chicago, he looked up Handover Enterprises.  A 

receptionist told him it was impossible to see Mr. Handover but 

he could see Mrs. Handover.  A little confused as to what was 

going on, he was ushered into a lovely office and found himself 

facing a keen-eyed woman in her 50s.  She extended her hand; 

you knew my husband.  Roger told her, how her husband had 

given him a ride when hitchhiking home after the war.  Can you 

tell me when that was?  It was May 7th, five years ago.  The day 

after I was discharged from the army.  Anything special about 

that day?  Roger hesitated, should he mention giving his 

witness.  Since he had come so far, he might as well take the 

plunge.  Mrs. Handover, I explained the gospel to your husband.  

He pulled over to the side of the road and wept against the 

steering wheel.  He gave his life to Christ that day.  Explosive 

sobs shook her body.  Getting the grip on herself, she sobbed 

saying, I had prayed for my husband’s salvation for years.  I 

believe that God would save him and said Roger where is your 

husband, Mrs. Handover?  He’s dead, she wept, struggling with 

words.  He was in a car crash after he let you out of the car.  He 

never got home.  You see?  I thought God had not kept his 

promise.  Sobbing uncontrollably, she added, I stopped living for 

God five years ago because I thought He had not kept His Word 

and answered my prayer.  All along, all along, she thought her 

prayers were to no avail.  Behind the curtains, God was 

answering her prayer. 

 

 And this why Jesus tells us to be persistent.  What if she had 

stopped praying for her husband?  He would have never picked 

up the hitchhiker.  The hitchhiker that lead him to Christ.  And 

Jesus lets us know, men always to pray.  Be persistent, never 

give up, never stop praying, never cave in, never quit because 
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there may be some delays in the answer showing up.  But you 

got to trust God to know that your prayers are heard and 

answered.  And there may be some delays but there’s never 

denial.  God always hears and answers our prayers. And there 

are some powerful things that we just don’t have time to get into 

in these two passages of the scripture, but I want to challenge 

you to go home and read them.  Luke chapter 11 and Luke 

chapter 18 persistence in prayer.  Persevering prayer as Jesus 

shares how powerful your importunity is in receiving from God.  

Your bold, persistent, shameless prayer that does not go 

unnoticed by God.  I just want to challenge you to keep praying, 

when you feel discouraged, keep praying, when you worry keep 

praying, when it looks like God hadn’t answered, keep praying; 

when it looks like all has failed, keep praying.  Folks, your 

prayers are continually before God and God will avenge his 

children of their request when they pray with persistence. 

 

 Thank you.  We’re out of time.  Thank you so much for joining us 

today at Brothers of the Word.  I want you to go to airjesus.com, 

and you could listen to message number 7267, Persistent 

Prayer.  You can also email it to a friend.  But thank you so 

much for joining as here a Brothers of the Word.  Because 

brother you need the Word. 

 

 Ask Him, keep on asking.  Seek Him, keep on seeking.  

Knocking, keep on knocking.  Ask Him, keep on asking.  Seek 

Him, keep on seeking.  Knock, keep on knocking.  Praise God.  

Give the Lord another hand (00:25:11)  Amen, amen. 

 

00:25:18 
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