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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining for Brothers of the Word because brother 

you need the Word.  Amen, amen, amen.  We are certainly 

delighted to have you join us and we welcome you who are 

joining us by television or by airjesus.com.  Stay tuned to today’s 

message.  I want to share something with you to show you that, 

God wants to show Himself powerfully in your life.  Open your 

Bible if you will with us to the Book of 2nd Chronicles, 2nd 

Chronicles, 2nd Chronicles, chapter 16, 2nd Chronicles chapter 

16 and we’ll read a passage there.  And just before we read 

there, I want to share a humorous prayer that I ran across this 

week.  I thought it was humorous and I hope you enjoy it.  But it 

was a prayer from a young woman and she simply prayed, she 

said, “Dear God, today I am so proud of myself, I didn’t grumble, 

I didn’t complain, I didn’t criticize anyone, I haven’t argued, I 

didn’t yell, I didn’t gossip, I didn’t fuss and fight, I didn’t lose my 

temper.” But then she says, “but now God, I’m about to get out 

bed and go to work so I’m going to need your help.”  We can all 

relate to that sometimes.  I appreciate you all laughing by the 

way.  The 2nd Chronicles chapter 16, 2nd Chronicles chapter 16, 

let’s begin with verse 7, 2nd Chronicles 16 verse 7 and let’s read 

down through verse 10.  2nd Chronicles 16 verses 7 through 

verse 10, let’s begin reading, ready, read.  “And at that time, 

Hanani the seer came to Asa, King of Judah, and said unto him, 

Because thou hast relied on the King of Syria, and not relied on 

the Lord thy God, therefore is the host of the King of Syria 

escaped out of thine hand.  Were not the Ethiopians and the 

Lubims a huge host with very many chariots and horsemen?  

Yet, because thou didst rely on the Lord, he delivered them into 

thine hand.  For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout 

the whole earth to shew himself strong in the behalf of them 

whose heart is perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done 

foolishly: therefore, from henceforth, thou shalt have wars.  

Then Asa was wroth with the seer, and put him in a prison 

house for he was in a rage with him because of this thing.  And 

Asa oppressed some of the people the same time.” 

 

 And just read again verse 7 and it came and at that time Hanani 

the seer came to Asa, King of Judah, and said unto him, because 

thou hast relied on the King of Syria, and not relied on the Lord 

thy God.  I just want to use that as a subject today, relying on 

the wrong thing.  Relying on the wrong thing.  It is so easy for us 

to start looking to other things and other people, depending on 

other things and other people to put us over in life.  And so often 
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we look to our bank accounts or we rely on our jobs, our income, 

we rely on our education or our know how, our experience, our 

intellect.  We rely on being able to connect with other people.  

You know sometimes it say, “not what you know, it’s who you 

know.”  And we rely on these associations.  We rely on these 

hookups.  We rely on all of these different things and yet God all 

along is simply saying to us, “oh, I wish you would rely on me.”  

You relied on the wrong thing.  None of those things that you 

relied on can you depend upon like you can depend on me.  

Those things will fail you. 

 

00:05:00 

 

Those things, in fact the Bible over in the Book of Job, it 

compared when you’re trusting other things, compared it to 

leaning upon a spider’s web.  Those things won’t hold up, they’re 

flimsy.  So, why would you lean on a spider’s web when you can 

lean on the rock of ages?  Something solid, something that’s not 

going anywhere, something that’s not going to move, something 

that you can count on, something that has fortitude and 

something that’s a fortress to you in your time of need.  And so 

often here, God deals with this King Asa.  Asa actually was one 

of the good kings out of the two tribes of Israel.  And you also 

have the southern tribe of Judah, and out of Judah, there were 

about 20 kings and only 8 of them were good kings and out of 

the northern tribe of Israel, there were no good kings.  But Asa 

was one of the good kings out of the southern tribe of Judah and 

he was actually the first good king.  He was the first one to come 

along that acted like he had any type of reverence for God or any 

type of sense of belonging to God and wanted to do 

righteousness for the nation and his story is so sad.  It’s exciting 

in a sense but it’s sad in another sense because here, Asa, when 

he became king, he was adamant.  I mean, he was driven to 

serve God.  He was hungry for God and the first thing he did, he 

tore down all the other idols and all the other places of worship 

and he sort of cleansed the land of idolatry, and evilness and 

wrongdoing.  In fact, the Bible says that, he cleaned the land so 

much, he even had to make his own grandmama sit down.  His 

grandmama was one of the queens and she was staring up so 

much idolatry in the land that the Bible says, Asa loved God so 

much that even his family, he sat her down.  Grandma had to sit 

down.  But this is how much that Asa loved God.  He loved God 

and at any cost, he was going to serve God.  He got so fervent at 

one time, he said if there’s anybody caught not seeking God, we 
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will put you to death.  Now, that’s one way of bringing 

righteousness into a nation.  He passed an orderness, a law, that 

if you didn’t seek God, you were put to death.  And so he brought 

a national revival.  He brought a national renewal, a spiritual 

renewal, a freshness of the presence of God and he walked with 

God and he prayed, and he cried.  The favor of God was on him.  

The blessing of God was on him.  God’s protection was on him.  

There was supernatural peace that went throughout his 

kingdom while he was king and he was king for 41 years and 35 

of those years, there was pure peace. 

 

 It was like heaven on earth.  There was no war and God blessed 

him and God protected him and God was with him because of 

this righteous stand that Asa took to serve God.  But then 

something happened to Asa.  Turn to your neighbors, say, 

“something happened to Asa.”  This king who had been the first 

to stand for God, after 35 years of prosperous living, he now 

found himself in a place where he no longer relied on God.  And 

that’s why the prophet went, and said, “you relied on the King of 

Syria.  You no longer relied on God.”  You forgot, you forgot, you 

forgot something king.  In the midst of your prosperous living 

and your prosperous times, you have forgotten God.  And that’s 

the danger of prosperous living folks.  That’s the danger of 

prosperous living.  The danger of prosperous living is that, it 

gets so easy and it gets so good, you get to a place where you feel 

like you don’t need God and it’s very easy to forget God.  Don’t 

forget God in your prosperous times.  Don’t forget God just 

because you got plenty of money.  I mean, you got six months’ 

rent in the bank and so because I got six months’ rent in the 

bank, you know, I don’t have to pray to God like I used to pray 

when it was the first of the month and you didn’t know how you 

were going to pay. 

 

00:10:11 

 

And so, there is something about prosperous living that can 

actually cause us to forget about God and that’s what God said, 

He told the children of Israel.  He said, “When you get into the 

land I’m giving you –” He said, “be careful to remember that I 

am the one who gives you the power to get the wealth.”  When 

you start living good, don’t forget me. 

 

Don’t stop praying just because there are no hard times.  See, he 

was then in a place of peace, there was no war, there was no 
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need to pray when nobody was coming against him.  So, he 

thought.  And over 35 years, he once has had this passion for 

God but all of a sudden it had waned away and this time when 

an enemy came against him, his first reaction was he took 

money to bribe another king to come and help him and he had 

forsaken the Lord, his God and relied on the wrong thing.  Turn 

to your neighbor and say, “Don’t rely on the wrong thing.”  Don’t 

rely on the wrong thing. 

 

Let’s look at some of the scriptures here, you can say the turning 

point in his life and I believe one of the messages God gives us 

from this is when we look at our lives and you examine your life 

and you have to ask yourself the question, “Is my spiritual life 

today is it as good as what it used to be?  Am I as passionate 

about God today as I used to be when I first started serving 

Him?”  And do you know it was very common for us after we’ve 

been in this thing for a while to sort of relax and you know you 

sort of get used to things and you sort of lose your passion and 

after the time, you can sort of drift aside and you lose the 

passion that you once had. 

 

I’m reminded of one gentleman.  He came into the church, he got 

born again, changed his life, and this guy was on fire, he was at 

every service.  I mean, he was there every time the church 

opened.  He did everything he could serve God with all of his 

might and strength.  But I watched him over the process of time 

and now he doesn’t even go to church any longer.  Somewhere 

between his passion and the prosperous living he’s got and 

experience somewhere, he lost and begin relying on other things 

and to this day he didn’t even attend church any longer.  And so, 

we have to be so careful.  The Bible says in 1st Corinthians, 

“That when a man thinks that he stands, take heed lest you 

fall.”  Just when you think you’re all right, that’s the Bible says 

that’s when you need to look and you really need to be careful.  

When you think everything is okay, you think you got it and you 

think it could never happen to you, it might have happened to 

somebody else, you would never fall, you can never be tempted 

away, you can never lose your relationship.  The Bible says, 

“Just when you think you stand, beware lest you fall.” 

 

And so, that’s what happened to this king.  He didn’t rely on 

God.  I want you to hear some of the fire that he had in his early 

life.  2nd Chronicles 14, look at verse 2.  2nd Chronicles 14 verse 

2.  “And Asa did that which was good and right in the eyes of the 
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Lord his God.”  Read verse 4.  “And commanded Judah to seek 

the Lord God of their fathers, and to do the law and the 

commandment.”  Look at verse 11.  This is when a previous 

battle was brought against his city, and look at his reaction in 

this previous battle.  This is where he was passionate for God.  

“And Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said, Lord, it is 

nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or with them 

that have no power.  Help us, O Lord our God; for we rest on 

thee, and in thy name we go against this multitude.  O Lord, 

thou art our God; let not man prevail against thee.” 

 

Now listen to the passion that he had.  Now, in the text we read 

when this army came against them, he went and got another 

king to help to help them, didn’t even mention God, forgot about 

God.  He relied on the wrong thing in this (00:14:59) to remind 

him. 

 

00:15:02 

 

And look at 2nd Chronicles 15 verse 12 and 13, look at the -- this 

is when he was passionate for God.  Verse 12 and 13; “And they 

entered into a covenant to seek the Lord God of their fathers 

with all their heart and with all their soul; that whosoever 

would not seek the Lord God of Israel should be put to death.”  

And this is how passionate and zealous he was for establishing 

God’s presence among his people.  But something shifted in 

Asa’s heart over the years. 

 

And now, I want you to listen to some verses after his heart 

changed and his heart shifted.  2nd Chronicles 16 verse 7, this is 

the text we’ve read, but right in the middle it says: “Because 

thou hast relied on the King of Syria and not relied on the Lord 

thy God.”  And look at verse -- look at verse number 9; “For the 

eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to 

show himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect 

toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly.”  Now, he is 

considered the fool who once relied on God.  Now, he didn’t rely 

on God.  Now, he is considered a fool.  And look at verse number 

12.  “And Asa in the 39th year of his reign was diseased in his 

feet, until his disease was exceeding great: yet in his disease he 

sought” – notice, “not to the Lord, but to the physicians.”  The 

next verse says, of course, he died. 
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And so, all along God was trying to get his attention to rely on 

Him again.  But he again, his heart had changed, he didn’t rely 

on God when the battle came.  He didn’t rely on God when 

sickness came.  The Bible says now he is acting foolish and so 

you see the change of heart. 

 

Now, 2nd Chronicles 16:9, that’s a very familiar verse.  And 

after studying this, I looked at this verse in a whole new light.  

Look at verse 9, chapter 16, 2nd Chronicles; “For the eyes of the 

Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth.”  Now, this is 

God.  God is looking up and down, running His eyes, running 

through the whole earth.  Look what he is looking for.  “To show 

himself strong or powerful in the behalf of them whose heart is 

perfect toward him.” 

 

Now, I’ve known this verse for years.  I’ve read it for years.  But 

I’ve always thought this verse was simply talking about 

somebody who had a good heart, somebody who is just a good 

person.  Now, if you were a good person, you just have a good 

heart that God was looking for you.  Because God wanted to 

show Himself powerful in your life.  But when I began to read 

this verse in the context of the story about Asa, that’s not what 

He was talking about it all.  The word heart there He says 

whoever has a perfect heart.  The word heart or the word perfect 

there is talking about -- it uses the word whole as in whoever 

wholly relies on the Lord.  It uses the word loyal as if, whoever is 

loyal to rely upon the Lord his God.  This person, the eyes of the 

Lord are running to and fro to show himself strong on their 

behalf. 

 

It’s the person who trust, who relies on God.  It’s not just a 

person with a good heart.  No, it’s the person whose heart is 

trusting God, it’s a person whose heart is relying on God.  I’m 

not relying on other things, I’m not relying on my goodness, I’m 

not relying on my money, I’m not relying on my job, I’m not 

relying on my intellect, I’m not relying on other people, I’m 

relying on God.  The person who has that kind of heart, where 

they’re trusting, they’re relying, they’re waiting on God.  God 

says, I’m running up and down the earth looking for that kind of 

person, so I can show myself powerful in their lives.  That’s the 

person, somebody who is loyal to rely.  Loyal to rely upon God.  

And the prove that that’s exactly what He’s talking about, it 

goes on that same verse number 9, it says, “Asa, you’ve been 

foolish in this.”  Because Asa was no longer relying upon the 
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Lord his God.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “never rely on the 

wrong thing.” 

 

00:20:00 

 

Never rely on the wrong thing.  God want us to rely on Him.  

Smith Wigglesworth towards the end on his ministry, he had 

powerful.  Smith Wigglesworth had more signs and wonders in 

his ministry more that any other modern ministry since the 

early apostles.  I mean, he raised the dead, he healed the sick.  I 

mean, all type of things happened in his ministry.  Some 

accounts say he raised as many as 20 people from the dead.  His 

own wife died.  She was out of town.  His own wife died, they 

brought her, flew her home, put her on her bed.  Smith 

Wigglesworth went in commanded his wife back to life.  She sat 

up in the bed and talked with him for four hours and then she 

says; “Smith my work is finished.  Let me go.”  He dismissed and 

she went right on back to be with the Lord.  So, I’m talking 

about a man who operated in tremendous power.  He walked 

into one funeral home, a man was dead, Smith Wigglesworth 

took him out of the casket, slammed him against the wall and 

the man slid down.  Picked him up and slammed him against 

the wall three more times, the man slid down.  On the fifth time, 

the man started call for him and came back to life.  So, we’re 

talking about a man who walked in tremendous power.  So much 

so that he was 87 years old, the Lord said to him; Smith, I’m 

about to bring you home.  And the Lord said the reason I got to 

bring you home now is because people are starting to rely on you 

more than they are on me and sure enough, he went home to be 

with the Lord in his 87th year of life, not that he was necessarily 

he was finished but it was because people were starting to look 

to Smith instead of looking to God.  I don’t care how powerful a 

person is folks.  Your deliverance and your salvation comes from 

God.  I don’t care how good you are, I don’t care how great you 

have it.  Folks, God is your source.  God is your source.  And he 

always wants you to rely on him.  I don’t care how talented you 

are.  It’s a dangerous place when you get to a place where you’re 

relying on your talent, on your gift.  Folks, God is your source.  

God is your source.  God is your source.  He wants us to rely on 

him. 

 

I read a beautiful testimony of a precious grandma.  Her name 

was grandma Martha and the testimony was simply about how 

much she relied on God.  Remember the verse said, 2nd 
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Chronicles 16:9 the eyes of the Lord went to and fro to show 

himself strong on the behalf of anybody who will rely on him, 

who will trust him.  Grandma Martha lived back in the early 

depression days and she was raising her grandkids.  She 

actually raised four generation of children and she never had 

employment.  She would take in washing whenever 

opportunities presented themselves.  She never had gainful 

employment.  Yet, she raised four generation of kids. And her 

grandchildren gave the testimony and they said; there would be 

a day when there would be no food in the house at all.  And 

grandma Martha would simply walk around the house during 

the day that she will be cleaning and she was saying in her 

prayer; “God I want you to know that I know that you know that 

I know that you know that I know.”  And that would be the 

extent of her prayer.  God, I want you to know that I know that 

you know that I know that you know that you know that I know.  

And the grandchild said about six o’clock that evening there was 

a knock on the door and somebody was there and said; the Lord 

told to bring a bag of groceries over to your old house.  She just 

trusts Him.  And he said, there was another time where it was 

in the dead middle of winter and they were out of coals, so the 

house was freezing.  The children were walking around with 

their coats on.  She prayed her prayer.  God, I just want you to 

know that I know that you know that I know that you know that 

I know that you know.  And he said a man pulled up in their 

backyard in a truck.  Never got out, it was a coal truck.  He 

simply pulled the lever up on the truck left the amount of coal to 

last them the whole winter and drove off.  And she said; God I 

just want you to know that I know that you know that I know 

that you know.  Folks, this this somebody who just relied on 

God.  Somebody who relied on God.  And he said, I’ll show 

myself strong in the behalf of anybody I can find.  And they are 

who will rely on me. 

 

I am out of time I want those of you who are watching by 

television, you can go to airjesus.com and you can listen the 

message number 7269, Relying on the Wrong Thing. 

 

00:25:10 

 

But thank you so much for joining us here in Brothers of the 

Word because brother you need the Word. 
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Praise God.  God is looking.  God is looking throughout there to 

and fro.  (00:25:34) to show Himself strong on the behalf of 

someone who relies on him.  Somebody that trusts him.  He’ll 

step over onto people to just to get the one who’s trusting Him.  I 

hate to say it, but there is something about somebody that trust 

God, that alerts of attention like no one else and that’s what He 

said.  I’m looking to and fro throughout the earth to show myself 

powerful on the behalf of him who will trust me, who will rely on 

me, who would depend on me.  Praise God.  Amen, amen. 

 

00:26:21 
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