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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  Amen, amen, amen.  So delighted to have you 

joined us and we welcome those of you joining us by television or 

by airjesus.com.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  We’re 

continuing a study “Looking at the Goodness of God” and I want 

you to know that God wants to do you good and he wants to do 

good things in your life.  Amen. 

 

I heard a very humorous joke.  This doesn’t have anything to do 

with this topic but I though, I just laugh so hard when I read it.  

It was actually a golf joke and you really have to somewhat play 

golf to really appreciate it, but it was about the elderly man.  

This man was up in his late 70s or early 80s and he was out one 

beautiful Saturday morning playing golf.  And, he was on the 

green and he was putting(ph) trying to close out the hole, and 

the group behind him, they were just waiting on him to finish up 

the holes so that they can go and play behind him.  And a long 

black hearse drove by and it was funeral procession about 50 

cars behind this hearse.  And this elderly man sit on the green 

and he took off his golf hat, place it over his heart, he stood 

there until everyone of those 50 cars passed by and then after he 

pick up and finish putting out and went on to the next hole and 

continue playing. 

 

And so, a few holes later the group that was behind him, they 

caught up with him, and they said, “Sir, in all of our years we 

have never seen such honor and respect and reverence for a 

funeral procession as what you exhibited back then on that 

hole.”  He said, “Well, it was the least I could do.”  Because this 

Monday, he would have been married 50 years.  Those who don’t 

get it, that was his wife’s funeral.  Oh!  Man, that’s what you 

call, (00:02:20).  Right?  All right.  Open your Bible up to the 

Book of Psalms, Book of Psalms.  I appreciate you laughing 

though.  I thought it was fun.  Psalm 34, let’s read verses 1-10.  

Psalms 34:1-10.  Let’s read together in unison.  Psalms 34:1-10.  

Ready, read. 

 

I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be 

in my mouth.  My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the 

humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.  O magnify the Lord 

with me, and let us exalt his name together.  I sought the Lord, 

and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.  They 

looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not 
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ashamed.  This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and 

saved him out of all his troubles.  The angel of the Lord 

encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth 

them.  O taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man 

that trusteth in him.  O fear the Lord, ye his saints: for there is 

no want to them that fear him.  The young lions do lack, and 

suffer hunger: but they that seek the Lord shall not want or like 

any good thing. 

 

In verse 8 again.  O taste and see that the Lord is good.  I just 

want to use it as a subject, “Taste and See.”  Taste and See.  

Taste and See.  Here, David (00:04:21) invites us to taste and to 

see that the Lord is good.  He didn’t say, “taste and see if the 

Lord is good.  He said, “taste and see that the Lord is good.”  Not 

whether or not he is but -- that he is, taste and see that he is 

good.  That word “taste” there in the Hebrew is the Hebrew word 

“ta’am, ta’am.”  And it means, to partake of, feel, experience, 

speaks of an evaluating sampling, means to discern, perceive, 

take notice of, taste it so you can see. 

 

00:05:05 

 

So, he said taste and see that the Lord is good.  (00:05:08), feel 

him, experience him, take an evaluating sample of him.  

Discern, perceived, take notice of it.  Taste him so you can see 

that he is good.  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

Just a few months ago, my brothers and I, we take our annual 

brothership together.  And this -- a few months ago, when we 

take our trip for this year, Pastor Nathaniel, myself and 

Pastor Dale, we were all traveling together and we were at the 

airport (00:05:45) I think we were in Denver, but we were at the 

airport.  And there was a little French Café in the airport 

because we were hungry so we want to get something to eat 

while we were waiting.  And so, we decided to go into this little 

French Café, and as we look over the menu, Pastor Nathaniel 

face just lit up and he said, “they have escargot.”  He said, “has 

any of you all -- have either you all had escargot before?”  We 

boasted, “no we haven’t.”  And he said, “I want to try that.”  He 

said, “I want to taste.”  He said, “I like to -- I want to go through 

life knowing that I have tasted everything I wanted to taste.”  

And he said, “I have never had escargot.” 
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And those of you who don’t know what the escargot is, those are 

snail.  And so, he ordered the escargot.  He said, “I just want to 

taste.”  He said, “I want to taste and see.”  Because he knew that 

many affluent people that this was a delicacy. 

 

And so, his order came and he graciously offered me and Pastor 

Dale.  And we both wave them up.  We didn’t like the way it 

sound and neither the way it look.  We didn’t want to taste it, we 

didn’t want any part of it.  And Pastor Nathaniel he just 

dove(ph) right in and next thing you know the escargot was 

moving around in his mouth and he was -- he got to chew on it.  

And so, while he was chewing, me and Pastor Dale, we continue 

the conversation.  And a few moments later, we look over at 

Pastor Nathaniel and he had taken the napkins from the table 

and he just emptying the contents from his mouth rather 

feverishly.  And he placed his plate away.  He said, “I can’t 

handle that.”  He said, “I can’t swallow that at all.”  He said, “I 

don’t care for that escargot.  Not at all.” 

 

And you know, this some of the way David invites us to taste, 

people are willing to sample especially when it’s something that 

looks appetizing.  And specially when it looks good, that’s when 

people are really willing to try it and they want to sample it.  

You have been in a restaurant and the waiter or waitress come 

over to take your order and you may have spotted a (00:08:18) on 

somebody else’s table and you say, “what is that they have?”  

And it may look so good.  You may say, “I want the same thing 

that they have, I want to order that.”  And so, there’s something 

about whenever we have something that’s really -- that looks 

good and it looks appetizing, we find that other people want it. 

 

There been time where I’ve been eating with people and they 

might start eating and they said, “Hmmm, this is awesome.”  

And you know, you find yourself, “let me taste that.  Let me 

taste that.”  And so, there is something about when something is 

good.  When something is appetizing, we want to taste, don’t we?  

Well, I believe that this is what David is saying that God wants 

to manifest his goodness in our lives to such an extent that other 

people want to taste.  Other people want to -- they want to 

sample.  They want to know what it is that we have.  They want 

to experience what we are enjoying the goodness of God.  And so, 

God not only wants to be good to us, he wants to be good through 

us, and he wants his goodness to be known.  And when you 

study the Bible and trace biblical history, you’ll find that the 
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reason God wanted to bless and to prosper his people so much is 

so that people who didn’t know would look at that people and 

say, “Is something different about them?”  There’s a God over in 

the midst of those people and it draws like heathen nation to the 

people of God because they notice that the goodness of God is 

resting upon them and so God would always bless and he would 

prosper his people simply as a drawing card to the world to say, 

“Come, come, to the goodness of our God.” 

 

00:10:17 

 

And God wants to manifest His goodness in our lives to such an 

extent that it ought to draw people.  They ought to see the joy 

that you have and the victory that you have and the love and the 

peace that you have.  They ought to see something, they ought to 

see an undefeatable spirit that you have, somebody whose never 

down and in the dark.  They ought to see somebody who’s 

gaining and having victory in life and it ought to draw them to 

the goodness of God.  And then there are times where you use 

the goodness of God as a witness, where you just go out and do 

good for somebody.  You do good for somebody to such an extent 

that they have no stand back and wonder and give glory to God 

for the goodness that you extended to them. 

 

God wants to do good to us.  He also wants to do good through 

us, to do the point where other people want to taste, other people 

want to try, they want to sample.  I believe that this is what 

David was seeking of here in Psalms, where we were reading 

here in Verse 38, Chapter 34:8.  I thought about the Syrian 

soldier named Naaman.  He didn’t belong to God.  He wouldn’t 

have fought of the people of God’ but yet he went and he 

received healing from a God that he didn’t even know.  The first 

thing he said after he was healed.  He said, “surely, your god is 

God.”  Well, it was the goodness of God that he bumped into.  

Here was a God, gracious enough to heal a heathen man.  He 

realized when he bumped into this goodness, he said, “you all 

are serving the real God.”  He said, “there is no other, there is no 

other God that is gracious.  There is no other God that is 

merciful to heal.  You all have the real God.”  It was the 

goodness of God that Naaman bumped into.  The Bible doesn’t 

record whether Naaman served this God or not. 

 

But I got a hunch that Naaman stayed around this goodness of 

God.  I got a hunch, the Bible doesn’t really tell you whether or 
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not he was converted, but I got a hunch that when he ran into 

this God, and he said, “your God is God, he came into a 

reckoning because he ran into the goodness of God.”  When he 

bumped into the goodness of God here.  There was something 

that he had to do.  He had to strip away his own self dependence 

and he had to trust God.  He had to trust God’s way because he 

was about to lead without being healed.  His servant said, “he 

didn’t ask you to do anything hard, what do you got to lose?”  

And at that point, he had to strip himself off his pride, his self-

reliance, self-dependence and he had to try God’s way.  I believe 

this is one aspect today, taste and see, that the Lord is good.  In 

other words, try trusting Him, try trust, try dependent on Him.  

Let your way go, let your will go, just try.  Try putting your life 

in His hands and see what happens, just try it, just try it.  

 

This is what David did.  David has experience so he’s speaking 

from experience, just try it, try putting your life in His hand. Try 

His way, try His will and you’ll see that God is good.  When 

Naaman did that, he found out God was good.  He found out God 

was gracious to him.  Trust God and put your life in His Hand.  

There was a woman, she was a professional cello player and she 

was really a starving artist as we called them because she 

couldn’t make ends meet but yet she loved the music.  It was her 

passion in life and yet she was trying to do things her own way.  

She was in control of her own life.  She knew about God but she 

had never surrendered to God.  She had never trusted God with 

the totality of her life.  She finally got to a point of desperation 

and she threw her hands up and she said, “all right God, you 

win.”  She said, “I’ll do whatever you want me to do.”   She said, 

“I’ll turn my life over to you even if it means giving up music 

and getting a real job, God I’ll do it.”  She just said, “I pray that 

you lead me in the way that you would have me to go.”  And 

later that week, she was taking her nephew to music lesson.  

Her nephew played the piano and she was taking him to music 

lessons. 

 

00:15:04 

 

While she was there, she found out that the children’s program 

there was looking for a cello teacher.  She bumped into her 

destiny after she surrendered her life to God.  She taught she 

had to give up everything and that she would be losing out and 

missing out.  But little did she know that when she surrendered 

her will to God’s will, God would fulfill her wildest dreams and 
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that’s something that we all have to come to grips with, to put 

your life in His hands.  Trust God, trust God to take care of you, 

trust Him.  God is saying, “trust me, I’ll take care of you, trust 

me, I’ll take care of you, trust me.  I will take care --” I want you 

to know, we’re talking about the goodness of God.  We’re talking 

about the goodness of God.  The more you know about His 

goodness, the more you will trust Him.  And the more you trust 

Him; it’ll be easier for you to put your life in His hands.  You 

know, I found out we have a hard time receiving from God, not 

because of His failure to give or willingness to give but because 

we don’t truly know and understand His goodness. 

 

If you understood how good God was, oh you would receive from 

Him so freely, so freely, God is so good.  Listen to this verse 

here, this is Isaiah 30:18, this is the amplified Bible, but it says, 

“The Lord [earnestly] waits [expecting, looking, and longing] to 

be gracious to you; and therefore He lifts Himself up, that He 

may have mercy on you and show loving-kindness to you.”  

Folks, God loves you so much and He wants to do you good 

because He loves to do good.  God just love -- he loves to do good, 

that’s who He is.  I did a search through the Old Testament; I 

was reading every book of the Old Testament and I took notes 

from every book that I read in the Old Testament.  I went back 

to review my notes because I wrote just a little paragraph 

summary of every book I read in the Old Testament and I went 

back and I found something very interesting.  Every book of the 

Old Testament that I read, I found something that was in all of 

my notes and every book I read in the Old Testament and it said 

very simply, every page that I read in my notes that I recorded 

from every book I read in the Old Testament, always had “the 

Lord is good, the Lord is gracious.”  

 

Now this is not something I’m just making up.  These are notes I 

took from reading these books and I just simply pulled out 

simple things or key verses that I came across.  But in every 

book of the Old Testament, I had in my notes when I went back 

and read through my notes, I didn’t even realize I had written it 

as such, I didn’t realize it was there until I realized, every note I 

had on every Old Testament book, it would say, “the Lord is 

good, the Lord is gracious, the Lord is merciful, the Lord is 

compassionate, the Lord is slow to anger, the Lord loves you 

with an everlasting love.  He rejoices over you to do good.”  I 

mean over every book I had written that in my notes and I didn’t 

realize, I mean just the fresh knowledge of the goodness of God 
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began to well up in me.  I didn’t know that even His words 

shows us how good He is and every book of the Bible, He calls 

up, even when God had to chastise His people, one books a 

(00:18:58), cried out, “I don’t want to chastise you, I want to 

bless you.  

 

And every book, God doesn’t want to chastise us, He wants to 

bless us.  He wants to bless us, He wants to bless us, He wants 

to bless us.  Every book of the Old Testament when the people 

would see Him and get away from God.  You will always find it, 

that they cried unto God and the Bible said, “God heard their 

cry, He delivered them, brought them to Himself again.”  God’s 

in love with you and God wants to do you good.  God wants to do 

you good.  Folks, God’s not holding anything against you.  God is 

not against you; God is for you.  God is for you and all you got to 

do, now if sin is the problem, all you got to do is repent, repent.  

I wrote down three things, repent.  Now once you repent and 

turn from your sin, that’s the end of that.  Repent, God’s 

forgotten it, God has forgiven it.  His mercy is covered, that’s the 

end of that repent. 

 

00:20:04 

 

The next thing I wrote down was relax.  Repent, relax in his 

love.  And the next thing I wrote down was received.  Receive his 

goodness by faith.  Repent, relax and receive.  Repent, relax and 

receive, because we’re so horrified that God is angry with us and 

we’ve done wrong and God is after me and nothing that ever 

work right in my life.  Folks repent, once you repent, relax on his 

love.  He loves you so much.  He loves you more than you would 

ever know.  Then once you relax in his love, received by faith his 

goodness.  His goodness flows out to us. 

 

Let me read something here, I like this.  This is from CH; 

Charles H. Spurgeon wrote this.  And he wrote a story about a 

man who had received the large sum of money and he was 

instructed to give it to this very poor pastor.  And so, the sum of 

money was too much to send it one time so he decided to break it 

up into smaller gift so it wouldn’t be so much.  He won’t be able 

to handle so much at one time, so he broke it up into smaller 

gifts.  And so, he send him the first amount of money in the mail 

and he put a note in it; more to follow.  Then he send him the 

second package few days later.  This (00:21:45) all but just a 

portion and he put a note in it; more to follow.  And then after a 
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few days he sent the third package and the fourth and so on and 

so on.  He kept sending him packages of this money in small 

portion but he would always put a note in it.  More to follow.  

And Charles Spurgeon said, this is how the good things that we 

received from God are in our lives.  When God loves us there is 

more love to follow.  When God forgives us, there is more 

forgiveness to follow.  When God is merciful to us, there is more 

mercy to follow.  When God answers our prayers, there are more 

answered prayers to follow.  When God blesses us, there are 

more blessings to follow.  When we received his love and joy and 

peace, there is more love, joy and peace to follow.  He gives us 

his righteousness and he put some note saying, “there’s more to 

follow.”  He gives us the authority of his name.  That’s not all, he 

said there is more to follow.  He gives us the power of his blood, 

redeems us.  He said, “that’s not all, there’s more to follow.”  He 

adopts us into his family and he said, “that’s not all, there’s 

more to follow.”  He gives us his spirit and he said that’s not all.  

There is more to follow.  In fact, the bible says his spirit is just a 

down payment of things to come.  It’s more to follow. 

 

 I’m out of time and I want you to go to airjesus.com and you can 

hear this message.  Message 7273, “Taste and See.”  You can 

also email it to a friend.  Thank you so much for joining us here 

at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the word. 

 

 God prepares us for heaven.  But he then he said, “there’s more 

to follow.”  Ephesians 2:7 say, that in the ages to come.  See, 

that’s the more to follow.  In the ages to come, God is going to 

show for the riches of his grace and his kindness of goodness to 

us through Christ Jesus.  Folks, “there’s more to follow.”  Tell 

your neighbor say, “There’s more to follow.” 

 

00:24:26 
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