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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining BrothersoftheWord because brother, you 

need the word.  Praise God.  I certainly welcome those of you 

joining us by television and joining us by way of AirJesus.com, 

delighted to have you.   Stay tune to today’s message.  I want 

you to share the most rewarding life that there is to live and I 

want to have to show you why you’re in the earth today.  Open 

your Bibles if you will over to the book of John, the gospel of 

John, Chapter 15 and I’ll share a little joke with you before we 

read.  Someone emailed me this joke a week or so ago.  I thought 

it was humorous, and there was a little boy at church and he 

went up to the pastor after church.  He said, “pastor,” he said, 

“when I grow up, I am going to give you a lot of money.”  And the 

pastor rubbed the little boy in the head, and he said, “oh, that is 

so thoughtful and generous and kind but why would you want to 

do that?”  He said, “because my dad said, ‘you’re the poorest 

preacher we’ve ever had.’” 

 

John 15, and let’s read Verses 1 through 8 in unison and then 

we’ll read Verse 16 as well.  John 15:1 through 8, ready, read, “I 

am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.  Every 

branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every 

branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth 

more fruit.  Now ye are clean through the word which I have 

spoken unto you.  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 

cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more 

can ye, except ye abide in me.  I am the vine, ye are the 

branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 

bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.  If a 

man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is 

withered; and men gather them and cast them into the fire, and 

they are burned.  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, 

ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.  Herein 

is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my 

disciples.” 

 

And also read Verse 16, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have 

chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 

fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye 

shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.”  I just 

want to use that as a subject simply, living a fruitful life.  Living 

a fruitful life.  You know, I realized that we’re not just to live 

and exist and eat and to breath and go to sleep and get up and 

do it all over again.  We’re not just to have this barren, 
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unproductive life that just withers away with time.  But God 

wants us our lives to flourish.  He wants our lives to bear fruit 

that remains.  The Scriptures refer to God, “God is a 

husbandman” and the husbandman simply means he’s the 

farmer, he’s the owner, he’s a caretaker.  Every farmer has only 

one purpose and that’s to get the fruit, that’s to get the yield, 

that’s to get the crop in.  He’s not there to see how pretty the 

plants are.  He’s there to get the yield of crop, the harvest.  So, 

the Bible (00:04:31) God, in fact Jesus says here in one of these 

verses.  He said, “my father is the husbandman.”   So, he’s 

saying God’s the farmer and it’s the farmer that wants the fruit.  

The farmer wants the fruit.  And the book of James, Chapter 5, 

you don’t have to there.  James 5:7, it actually says that, “the 

husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit from the earth,” and 

we know that as God because Jesus said that was his father, the 

husbandman. 

 

00:05:05 

 

God is waiting for the precious fruit from the earth.  Jesus as we 

know from scripture and several of the gospels, he went looking 

for fruit himself and he was disappointed and he brought 

judgement when he found no fruit.  And so, I know and you 

know, that living a fruitful life is what God intends for us to live 

and to have.  This is part of that life of abundance that we 

started talking about last week, that life, where it’s really God’s 

life in us and He simply wants His life to come out of us.  He’s 

made an investment, He’s invested, He’s sown into your life.  

He’s looking for the yield, the crops, the harvest to come from 

your life from the investment that He’s made in your life.  And 

so, this abundant life is simply -- I like the way one commentary 

put it and said, “this abundant and fruitful life is simply the 

beautiful, overflow of all the highest and best that Christ is.”  

It’s simply the highest and best of all that Christ is flowing out 

of your life.  That’s that abundant life, that’s that abundant 

overflowing, fruitful life.  The very highest and best that Christ 

is.  Now, remember Jesus said, we said it last week.  John 10:10, 

that He came to give us life and that we might have that life 

more abundantly to the full, till it overflows.  So, it’ll come out of 

us in other words.   

 

He wants the fruit out of our lives.  His very nature that God 

kind of life, the life of God flowing out of our lives.  It overflows.  

And so it begins to give us this fruitful life.  Look at the imagery 
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that we see in Psalms 1, Verses 1 through 3.  He said, “Blessed 

is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 

standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 

scornful.  But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law 

doth he meditate day and night.”  And notice Verse 3, “And he 

shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth 

forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and 

whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.”  So, we get the imagery of 

this flourishing fruitful tree that symbolizes our lives when we 

meditate in His word.  Our lives begin to flourish and fruit is 

available, the fruit.  The fruitful characteristic of our lives is 

made apparent to everyone.  Also, in Jeremiah Chapter 17, turn 

to Jeremiah quickly.  Jeremiah Chapter 17, you’ll see the same 

verse.  I never knew that this same verse that’s in Psalms 1:3 

was also in Jeremiah 17, but it’s the same verse when you see it. 

 

Jeremiah 17, Verse 8, we’ll start at Verse 7, notice what it says, 

Jeremiah 17, Verse 7 says, “Blessed is the man that trust within 

the Lord, and who’s hope the Lord is for he shall be as a tree 

planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the 

river, and shall not see when he cometh, but her leaf shall be 

green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither 

shall cease from yielding fruit.”  Notice that.  This tree is not 

ever going to stop producing fruit.  This tree that’s planted, 

that’s trusting who’s hope is in God, this tree that meditates in 

the word, day and night, He said, “this tree is not going to ever 

stop, it’s not going ever cease from yielding fruit.”  But what is 

that?  That’s the life of God coming out of you.  That’s the life of 

God, that life, that life.  If you look at a natural vine, is that sap?  

That sap that runs out on the branches, that sap produces the 

fruit, and God said, His life or His sap that’s in us, it can’t help 

but produce fruit.  And so that’s why the husbandman, He’s 

waiting, He’s waiting from the precious fruits from the earth.  

He knows what He’s invested His own life in you and that life 

produces fruit 

 

00:10:03 

 

 And so, God expects for our lives to flourish, to be fruitful and to 

produce fruit that remains.  Here’s the characteristic of this 

fruitful life.  This fruitful life is here to make an impact for God.  

This fruitful life is the life which -- is a positive influence the in 

the world.  In other words, your life ought to be influencing 

somebody -- your life becomes a positive influence in the world.  
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This fruitful life is -- it influences the world.  This fruitful life, it 

enriches the place wherever it is place, so no matter where you 

are somebody should be enriched by you being there.  That’s a 

characteristic of this fruitful life.  No matter where you are.  No 

matter where you are.  Whose life are you touching?  Whose are 

you blessing?  What impact are bringing on your job.  Is your job 

-- your workplace a better place because you are there?  Are you 

enrichening the place?  What kind of fruit are you bearing at 

work?  What about at church?  Are people better, is the ministry 

more enriched because you are there?  What are doing?  What 

kind of fruit is in your life?  What kind of influence are you 

having?  God wants us to impact the place where we are.  That’s 

the characteristic of this fruitful life, it impacts.  No matter 

where you are, it impacts.  You go to jail and you ought to be 

impacting the inmates there.  No matter where you are, you 

make an impact.  That’s the characteristic of this fruitful life. 

 

Joseph, his father said to him that, “Joseph, you are a fruitful 

bough.  Joseph was fruitful no matter where he went in slavery, 

he was fruitful.  In jail he was fruitful.  He made an impact 

wherever he went.  That was a sign, a characteristic of this 

fruitful life.  What kind of influence are you having?  Kind of 

influence.  God wants to impact the place where we are through 

the fruitfulness of our lives.  I saw a wonderful, special on 

television yesterday and it was concerning Bill Gates, the 

wealthiest man probably in the world or at least in the United 

States that we know, and it show the side of Bill Gates nobody 

had ever seen, and it has to do with his fruitful life.  Bill Gates 

was -- I mean, I’ve never seen him like this but he was full of joy 

and he was just laughing and he was just so vibrant and so 

passionate about what he was talking about.  And what he was 

doing, he was helping people.  And he said, that he has a goal to 

give away one-third of his net worth by the end of the year.  And 

he said, he is very close to it.  And they showed him over in 

India and Africa, and he was seeding starving children, and he 

was bringing in medicine supplies and improving the water 

supply and bringing them education, and they showed the 

influence that this one man was having around the world 

changing life, bearing fruit and he was filled with joy and 

fulfillment and purpose. 

 

And he was passionate about it.  He was so passionate.  He was -

- impact.  They made and look like he was more passionate 

about this than he is about computers.  It’s like he really found 
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life and he start living.  And he said the thing that changed him 

was ten years ago, he got a letter from his mother that said, 

“with great wealth comes great responsibility.”  And he said that 

letter change the course of his life from that day forth.  He knew 

he had to give back and make a difference and start changing 

the world for good with what he has been endowed with and 

blessed with and what (00:14:14) brought, he wanted now to use 

it to be an influence for good, for positive change in the world to -

- that his fruit would remain and it was from then he begin 

receiving his greatest joy in life, and he really got into abundant 

living.  And this is what God is trying to show.  This you want to 

know abundant life really, it’s not in hoarding up and giving all 

you can and can in all you get.  But abundant life -- I mean 

abundant -- I like that he has had a goal of giving away one-

third of his net worth by the end of the year.  That folk, that’s a 

lot of money.  A third of his net worth.  He said he is very close 

to it. 

 

00:15:00 

 

But he found a key to life and he start just overflowing in the 

abundance of living a fruitful life.  Living a fruitful life.  I 

remember when my brother has passed several years ago.  I 

received the call from the Islamic Constitution and they wanted 

to know about my brother’s life.  And you know the funny part, 

they didn’t want to know where he went to school, they didn’t 

want to know how much money he earned or how much money 

he had, what type of house he lived in or what type of car he 

drove.  They wanted to know what kind of fruit; what kind of 

fruit remained from his -- being here.  And I told them about 

how he mentored young men and how he gave men jobs and 

gave them a chance when they had no hope, and had no way to 

something they can support their family.  I told them how he 

coached and volunteered in community, sports, leagues, and 

gave back to the community that way.  And that’s what they 

were interested in.  They didn’t want -- they didn’t care about 

his net worth.  The true value of our lives is what fruit remains 

from us being on this earth.  What fruit remains.  What fruit 

remains.  What could we said about your life if a reporter called 

and wanted to know what fruit remain from your life?  What can 

we say about you?  What can we say about you?  What fruit?  

What fruit? 
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Now, notice what Jesus said.  He used that little phrase that the 

fruit would remain, “I want you to bear the fruit remained.”  He 

is talking about eternal fruit.  You’ve heard the same only what 

you do for Christ will last.  What he has talking about?  He has 

talking about eternal fruit.  You know, being fruitful is the only 

way that you can make a deposit in the heaven right now and it 

last all eternity.  Being fruitful, being fruitful, being fruitful.  

Living a fruitful life. 

 

Now, let me ask you this question, what is this fruit?  What is 

this fruit?  And I had a good time trying to define this.  What is 

this fruit?  What is this fruit?  This fruit, I’m going to give couple 

of definitions, this fruit is doing God’s work in the earth, it’s 

God’s way in the earth, helping to bring about God’s way and 

God’s work in the earth as this fruit -- this fruit represents a 

thought, attitude, or action of ours that God values.  Our 

attitudes, our thoughts, and our actions that God himself values.  

That is fruit because this fruit brings glory to him.  This fruit 

brings glory to him.  Fruit is also, you find fruit throughout the 

Bible is synonymous with good works, good works.  So, when you 

produce good things and good works through your life, through 

your living, you’re producing fruit.  Turn over to the book of 

Titus, book of Titus there in the new testament right behind 

first and second Timothy, you’ll see that book of Titus, book of 

Titus Chapter 3, you’ll see how it’s used synonymously with good 

works. 

 

Titus Chapter 3, Verse 14 and it says -- I’m going to read from a 

different translation -- it says, “Let our people also learn to 

maintain good works to meet urgent needs that they may not be 

unfruitful.”  Notice that, “Let our people also learn to maintain 

good works to meet urgent needs that they may not be 

unfruitful.”  So, it uses good works and doing good things 

synonymously or interchangeably with being fruitful.  So, it 

says, “make sure our people are involved in good things and 

good works so they won’t be unfruitful.”  And then this fruit -- 

there’s a inner fruit.  It’s the inner attitude.  It’s the inner 

character, and let me say this fruit -- bearing fruit is just as 

much who you are as it is what you do.  This inner fruit that 

God develops in us is the Christ like character.  And so that fruit 

walking in love, in joy, in peace, and all of the character, the 

goodness, and the kindness and the meekness and the 

temperance and the faith. 
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00:20:01 

 

 The fruit of the spirit and the character of Christ loving one 

another.  And so, your character that’s the inner fruit.  Who you 

are?  Who you are before God is just as much bearing fruit as 

what you do?  And so, we have the outward manifestations of 

our actions and fruit and then you have the inner character, the 

inner attitudes and the inner thoughts of bearing fruits.  I mean 

the apostles they said that they actually saw every arena of life 

as an opportunity to bear fruit.  Every arena of life, has some 

opportunity to bear fruit.  I mean you can -- there was one 

woman she said, she had to change her selfish attitude and her 

selfish ways in her marriage so that her marriage could be 

fruitful.  So, every arena of life, every arena of like you can bear 

fruit.  You see that was God’s way.  So, when we have the God 

kind of attitudes and the God kind of a character flowing out of 

us, we are bearing fruits.  So, the apostles, they saw every arena 

of life as an opportunity to bear fruit. 

 

Notice what Jesus said and John 15, Verse 8, where we were -- 

John 15, Verse 8 says “by this my Father is glorified, that you 

bear much fruit.”  And so, I’m bearing fruit, it brings glory to 

God.  Not glory to yourself, it brings glory to God.  So, you’re 

doing what you do for the glory of God.  When you find yourself 

doing what you do for your glory, you’re not bearing fruit.  It’s 

only the fruit that brings glory to God that’s considered bearing 

fruit.  It brings glory -- you’re doing it because that’s what God I 

mean it bring satisfaction and pleasure to God.  That’s what God 

wants you to do.  And so, you’re doing it to glorify God in all that 

should do bearing fruit.  Being fruitful or living of fruitful life.  

You know I thought about this the main reason we’re in the 

earth after we get saved.  You know it’s for bearing fruit?  What 

if God just take us straight to heaven when we accepted Christ.  

He left us here for a reason.  He left you here to bear fruit.  

That’s so fruits would remain.  To receive fruit from our lives.  

That’s why we’re here, turn your neighbors and say “that’s why 

you’re here.”  You’re here to bear fruit God could have simply -- 

the moment we accepted Christ he could have just taken us 

straight to heaven.  And we live happily -- he left us here so that 

we can bear fruit.  So that we can bear a fruit. 

 

Ephesians Chapter 2, Verse 10 says this, “You we’re created in 

Christ Jesus unto good works.  That’s why you were created.  

Remember good works is one of the forms of bearing fruit.  You 
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we’re created in Christ Jesus to bear fruit in other words.  That’s 

why you’re here.  Remember God’s a farmer.  God’s a farmer.  

You’re here to bear a fruit.  Jesus said “I’m the vine, you’re the 

branches.  There’s the branches that hold the fruit.”  You’ll see 

that there are -- I’m almost out of time but you’ll see there are 

four levels that Jesus mention in John 15.  He mentioned, people 

had no fruit.  He mentioned that there was just fruit.  He 

mentioned that there is more fruit.  And then he mentioned 

there’s much fruit.  And you have figure out where you fit in.  No 

fruit, little fruit, more fruit and much fruit.  Figure out where 

you fit in, in those different types of bearing fruit. 

 

 And finally, Jesus talked, he says “you’re not going to have any 

fruit unless you abide in me.  He says; you got to stay connected 

to me.  You got to stay connected to me.  And if we find ourselves 

so connected with Christ, where we’ll become intimate friends 

with him.  You’re going to find so much more fruitfulness in your 

life.  You got to abide in him.  He said; no man, you can’t bear 

fruit unless there are in him.  Thank you all for joining us so 

much here today.  I want you to go to AirJesus.com and you can 

listen to this message 7277 “The Fruitful Life.”  Living a fruitful 

life and you can also email it to a friend. 

 

00:25:00 

 

But thank you so much for joining us here at brothers of the 

word because brother, you need the word. 

 

00:25:15 
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