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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word. 

 

 So delighted to have you join us and we welcome you, those of you 

joining us by television and those of you joining us at 

airjesus.com.  You know, the Bible in the Old Testament, it gives 

a picture of a Godly life as a flourishing fruit tree.  And that’s the 

way that God wants your life to be, so stay tuned to today’s 

message. 

 

 Open your Bibles, if you will, over to the Book of Luke, the Gospel 

of Luke Chapter 13.  The Gospel of Luke Chapter 13.  The Gospel 

of Luke Chapter 13.  And there’s a parable here, beginning with 

Verse 6 through Verse 9.  Here’s a parable here that I came across 

and it’s a parable I had never seen before.  I’ve read through the 

Gospel several times, especially the four Gospels several times 

during my life, but this parable, I have never seen before in my 

life.  And I read it and it was so timely to what we have been 

studying and I believe the Holy Spirit was just bringing more 

emphasis to the things that we’ve been looking at over the last 

couple of weeks. 

 

 But anyway, let’s just read Luke 13, beginning with Verse 6, and 

let’s read Verses 6 through 9.  Let’s read together in unison.  

Ready?  Read.  “He spake also this parable; A certain man had a 

fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit 

thereon, and found none.  Then said he unto the dresser of his 

vineyard.  Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this 

fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?  

And he, answering, said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, 

till I shall dig about it, and dung it: and if it bear fruit, well: and 

if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.” 

 

 And look back in Verse 6 again.  “A certain man had a fig tree 

planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, 

and found none.”  And then in Verse 7 he says, “Then he said he 

unto the dresser of his vineyard.  Behold, these three years, I come 

seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none.”  So, I just want to 

use as a subject, “Where is the Fruit?”  Where is the fruit?  Turn 

to your neighbor and say, “Where is the fruit?”  Ask them that 

question.  Where is the fruit? 

 

 Like I said, this is a parable I’ve never seen before, and I don’t 

know how I missed it all of these years, where we see this certain 
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man who owns this vineyard and the certain man represents God.   

And he points out that repeatedly, over and over, he goes looking 

for fruit over.  Even when he finds none, he goes back later to 

maybe hope that in the absence and in the passing of time, maybe 

fruit develops.  So, he goes back over and over, yet to his dismay, 

he still finds no fruit.  And you have to get the picture of God 

coming to our lives over and maybe there’s no fruit this year, so 

God waits.  Well, let him grow, let him mature and you go through 

things.  When He comes back again a few years later, over and 

still no fruit, and He keeps coming back. 

 

 So, picture this owner of this vineyard as God coming, inspecting 

and looking for the fruit.  And He asked that question, “Where is 

the fruit?  Where is the fruit?”  And I love the way that Jesus -- 

now, Jesus is represented in this parable as the caretaker of the 

tree, He’s the caretaker there in the vineyard.  And Jesus if you 

notice, Jesus intercedes because the owner, he was about ready to 

call it quits.  But Jesus said, “No, give it a little longer.”  And you 

know, the Bible says, “Jesus is our great intercessor.  He’s the one 

that’s before the Father.  He’s the one that pleads our case.  He’s 

the one that’s there on our behalf.”  So that’s Jesus there.  

 

00:05:06 

 

 So Jesus is saying, “No, give them a little more time.  Give them 

a little more time.  Don’t give up yet.  Let me work on them a little 

while.  Let me dig around and let me fertilize them.”  So here we 

find that when our lives are barren, when they’re not bearing 

fruit, I want you to know that it immediately sends heaven to 

work on your life to get it to the place where it is bearing fruit.  

And so Jesus said, “Let me work on it.  Let me work on it and you 

come back later.”  And He just starts digging and you wonder why 

things happen in your life.  Maybe Jesus is in the vineyard 

digging around, and maybe he’s working there and he has to do 

some things to fertilize your life, and he has to -- when you 

understand John Chapter 15, turn over there real quickly. 

 

 John 15 Verse 2.  John 15 Verse 2.  Read this verse in unison with 

me, John 15 Verse 2.  Ready?  Read.  “Every branch in me the 

beareth not fruit he taketh away.”  Now, it doesn’t mean that He’s 

removing it, He’s not cutting it off, throwing it in the fire.  That 

little phrase there, I got it written down -- the little phrase in the 

Greek is the word, eros.  And what it means is to take up or to lift.  

It means to lift up or to take us.  So He’s not cutting it off and 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7221


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7278 

throwing away.  Now, keep in mind, He’s finding this branch 

that’s bearing no fruit and He says, He takes it away.  So he’s not 

getting rid of it.  It has that word eros, he’s taking it up, he’s lifting 

it up. 

 

 And the imagery is, the background is, in the vineyard, there are 

some vines that are on the ground.  And over the process of time, 

dust collects on the vines, then it rains, then that turns into mud.  

And now, the vines are in the muck and in the mire.  They can’t 

get sunlight, they can’t get proper nutrients.  And as a result, they 

bear no fruit.  So what the caretaker has to do, he has to reach 

down, and he has to lift the vine out of the muck, out of the mire, 

he has to clean it and wash it.  That’s why Jesus said, “Now, are 

you clean through the words I’ve spoken to you.”  Somebody didn’t 

hear me now. 

 

 He’s working on the vine here and he lifts that vine up, and the 

caretaker would have to prop it up to get it up.  And the reason 

He lifts it up now, so that air and the sunlight and all the 

nutrients can hit the vine.  And now, this vine can begin 

producing fruit.  So, Jesus has to come in to our lives, and when 

we’re steep in the muck and the mire of sin, He has to lift us out 

of it because you’re not going to bear anything, you’re not going to 

bear anything.  You’re stuck in that.  Well, you’re stuck in the 

mess in your life, you got to have a fruitless life, that’s not going 

to be any produce.  There’s not going to be anything from the life 

of God that’s going to manifest in your life because of where you 

are, because of what you’re stuck in. 

 

 So the caretaker, He doesn’t cut it off and throw it away.  No, He 

comes in to lift you out of it, to wash you and to place you in a 

position where the sun can hit you, and the air can hit you so that 

you can be the fruit of vine He intended you to be.  All along He 

knew you can produce, but he had to put you in the right position.  

So that same thought is what Jesus is saying over what we -- in 

Luke.  Turn back over to Luke 13 where Jesus said, “God give me 

more time and I’ll work on it.”  See, Jesus is working.  Turn to 

your neighbor and say, “Jesus is working on you.” 

 

 Jesus is working on you.  Aren’t you glad he just didn’t cut us off 

and throw us away?  He didn’t just cut us off and throw us away, 

because he knows that there’s precious fruit in you.  He knows 

that there’s precious fruit in you.  What God knows is that the 
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fruit that is in you, that can come forth will bless this world and 

it will glorify God, and God wants to bring that fruit. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 Now, God expects fruit from our lives because of his life that’s in 

us.  And we have the advantage of knowing God.  Because we have 

the advantage of knowing God, God expects something from that.  

You don’t just know God and remain the same.  Because we know 

Him, because we have that advantage of knowing Him, God 

expects -- he expects fruit to manifest in our lives.  We have His 

life, we have His word, and through the course of time, it should 

produce something positive in our lives.  So much so that not only 

does it produce something positive in our lives, but it produces 

something so powerful and positive in our lives, that we are able 

to produce something positive in the lives of others. 

 

 So what He does in us is so powerful, it not only changes our life, 

it changes our life and the fruit changes our life.  And it’s such a 

positive change that takes place in our life, that we’re able to go 

and cause positive change in the lives of others.  So that fruit 

becomes a fruit-bearing tree that’s life giving.  See, notice a tree 

that bears fruit, it’s life giving to those that come to partake from 

it, those that come that are nourished and sustain from it.  They 

are given life from a fruit-bearing tree, and so God doesn’t just 

save your life for you.  He produces something powerful in your 

life, so that you can go and cause positive change in the lives of 

others. 

 

 But here’s my thought.  One reason that we haven’t won the world 

yet is because they can’t see any difference between their lives 

and ours.  That’s frightening isn’t it.  They can’t see any difference 

and that’s why they’re not rushing in to be converted because 

they’re saying, “For what?  Your life is just as bad of, if not worse 

than mine.”  Notice, so they have a problem.  In fact, I had a friend 

that told me, he said that he was witnessing to one of his friends 

and trying to get him converted, trying to get him to come to 

church and accept Christ and all of that, it changes life.  And he 

said, “Why should I?”  He said, “You’re doing the same things I’m 

doing.”  So he basically said, “I don’t see any difference in your life 

than what I see in my own life.”  And so, he said, “There not 

enough fruit in your life to make me want to change minds.” 
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 So I think that that’s what’s happening.  The world looks at us 

long enough, there’s no difference.  There’s no difference.  There’s 

nothing compelling to make them want to be like us.  So, you 

know, I really believe that the heart of God.  God wants to touch 

the world, He wants to touch the world, He wants to impact the 

world, He wants to win the world but not so much -- I really feel 

that the way God wants to reach the world is not so much by just 

a preacher and a sermon.  I believe that God wants to reach the 

world by the people of God bearing fruit in their everyday lives.  

That’s how God wants to reach the world.  That’s how God wants 

to reach the world. 

 

 We won’t take time to turn to it, but in Matthew 13 Verse 37, this 

is God Jesus teaches a parable that actually explains that.  He 

says, “You are the good seed.”  And see, that seed is to produce 

fruit.  He say, “You’re the good seed,” and he said, “The field is the 

world.  My Father has planted you in the world as a seed.”  

Because he knows the seed is going to turn into fruit, and so he 

strategically planted us in the world.  And all our job is to bear 

fruit where we’re planted in the world, because that’s where the 

harvest is going to come from.  Not so much from just a preacher 

preaching a sermon to get people saved, but it’s when the people 

of God are planted out in the world, when they’re in doctors’ 

offices, when they’re in hospitals, and when they’re in office 

buildings, and when they’re in the train stations, and when they 

are in the malls, and when they are in the daycare centers, and 

when they are in the -- you know, wherever they are. 

 

00:15:03 

 

 On the police force, and in the fire department, in the school, in 

the -- wherever they are, God’s purpose is to win the world.  As he 

said, “If my people, wherever they are would just bear fruit.”  You 

see, everybody sees that.  He kind of (00:15:21).  So when the fruit 

comes up, the whole world is captured at one time.  That’s the 

strategic plan of God. 

 

 But we’ve had the idea, in order to win the world, we need the 

preachers to preach.  Put them on television, send it out over the 

world.  We got to preach this Gospel around the world.  Don’t get 

me wrong, that’s important, that’s vital, we should do that.  But I 

believe, God is saying, “Also if my people who are already 

planning around the world, if they’ll just bear fruit like they’re 
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supposed to bear, the world would be saved.”  So that’s the little 

strategic plan of God I just want to let you all in on. 

 

 Here’s something I found in Luke Chapter 3.  You don’t have to 

turn, but you can just it down.  Luke Chapter 3 Verse 8 through 

14.  John the Baptist, he was baptizing, therefore you get the 

name John the Baptist in case you didn’t know.  And he was 

baptizing and people came, and he said something interesting.  

He said something about -- and the people would come to be 

converted.  So they would come to the baptism to change their 

lives and be converted.  And John said, “You should bring forth 

fruit, that’s meat for repentance.”  In other words, he’s saying, the 

evidence and proof of your conversion should be the change in 

your life.  Something should take place. 

 

 So he starts talking about this fruit that should come as a result 

of their repentance.  These people asked John, they asked him 

this question.  “John, how do we bear fruit?  How do we bear 

fruit?”  And I like John’s answer, because he didn’t get deep and 

spiritual.  He didn’t really get religious.  He didn’t tell them about 

the sacrifices they needed to bring to the altar, in the ceremonial, 

cleansing they needed to go through and all of that.  I like John’s 

answer.  It was very practical, concrete.  I mean, it was solid.  And 

this is what he said -- they wanted to know how to bear fruit and 

John said, “Bearing fruit is simply making a change in your 

everyday life.”  He said, “Making a change in your everyday life.” 

 

 He spoke to different groups of people who are in different walks 

of life, and he said it simple, he said, “It’s how you treat people.”  

He said, “It’s how you treat people.”  He said, “Do what’s right.”  

Now, remember, he’s teaching them how to bear fruit in life, he 

says, “It’s how you treat people every day.  Do what’s right.”  He 

says, “Be compassionate.  Be a giver.”  He’s talking about how to 

bear fruit.  This is what they asked him.  This is his answer, “It’s 

how you treat people every day.  It’s how you --” I’m going to say 

it again, “It’s how you treat people every day.  It’s how you treat 

people every day.  Do what’s right.”  He’s giving us simple 

solutions to a complex question.  “John, how do we bear this fruit 

you’re speaking of?  You say bring fruit, meat for repentance.  

How do we do that, John?”  They’re perplexed, they don’t 

understand.  John gives it to them very simple.  “It’s how you treat 

people every day.” 
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 Now, he’s translating fruit into everyday living.  I like John.  I 

like John for this.  Tell to your neighbors and say, “I like John for 

this.”  Now, he’s translating this fruit into everyday living.  “It’s 

how you treat people every day.  Do what’s right.  Be 

compassionate.  Be a giver.”  He also says, “Stop complaining.”  

That’s what John’s answer of how you bear fruit, it’s how you 

treat people every day.  Do what’s right.  Be compassionate.  Be a 

giver and stop complaining. 

 

 Now folks, what we’re talking about, we’re talking -- and God’s 

really been -- coming out of last year and coming in this year has 

been on the abundant life in God.  And that abundant life in God 

has to do with bearing fruit and being fruitful.  And the fruit is 

the change in our everyday lives, it’s a manifestation of change. 

 

00:20:04 

 

 Listen to this.  It’s the evidence and proof of your conversion is 

the way you live.  The evidence and proof of your conversion is the 

way you live.  Repeat that with me.  The evidence and proof of 

your conversion is the way you live.  The evidence and proof of 

your conversion.  That’s what John said.  You want to have some 

evidence.  You say that you are Christian.  John said, “Show me 

some evidence.”  The evidence ought to be the way you live.  The 

proof that you are Christian ought to be the way you live.  Now, 

Jesus, he had a problem in two or three of the Gospels.  Jesus -- 

the Bible says, he got hungry.  He went to this fig tree and there 

was nothing on it but leaves. 

 

 And the reason he went to the fig tree because the fig tree 

announced that it was a fruit-bearing tree because of the leaves.  

The leaves made a profession.  The leaves on the tree said, “Hello.  

I’m a fruit-bearing tree.”  And because of seed, the leaves on the 

tree made a profession, Jesus went to get the fruit from the 

profession and there was no fruit.  Our lives are leaves.  We’re 

making a profession.  I’m a Christian, I go to church.  There are 

leaves.  But when God comes to our life looking for a fruit, there 

is no fruit.  And we’re simply trees with leaves, making a 

profession but there is no fruit to back up the profession.  You are 

the fruit and evidence of your conversion is the way you live.  The 

proof and evidence -- 

 

 God is saying, “Make a profession, let Him know you’re a 

Christian, but then show the fruits in the way you live.”  Don’t 
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just be a tree with leaves on it.  So many trees with leaves on it 

coming to church on Sunday.  They go home just with leaves.  

They go throughout the week just with leaves.  They got the 

profession, the label of a Christian, but when you go to their tree, 

there is no fruit, just leaves.  So, John says, “Bring forth fruits 

worthy of repentance.” 

 

 I remember, this is some of my grandmother taught my mother.  

Years ago, my mother just got saved and she was running around 

everywhere, trying to get the baptism of the Holy Ghost, trying to 

speak in tongues and just -- she was just trying to get spiritual 

and deep like everybody else.  And my grandmother said, “You 

don’t have to do all that.”  She says, “Not about all of that.”  She 

said, “It’s about how you live every day, treating people right, 

doing what’s right, taking care of people.”  And that’s the same 

thing John said, the Baptist.  Ain’t that something?  My 

grandmother said the same things John the Baptist said. 

 

 How you treat people, do what’s right, be compassionate, be a 

giver and stop complaining.  Let me give you quick.  I’m almost 

out of time.  Just jot this down.  These are seven things of how 

you can bear fruit.  Number one, win people to the Lord and help 

them grow.  Sometimes we lose our zeal for the lost.  Win people 

to the Lord and help them grow.  Number two, share with those 

that are in need.  Share with those that are in need.  Number 

three, develop the character of Christ, which is the fruit of the 

spirit. 

 

 Number four, praise in thanksgiving.  Fruit of our lips.  Number 

five, act in self-sacrificing ways toward others.  Number six, 

intercede in prayer.  The Bible talks about the fruit.  The fruit of 

our prayer being answered prayers.  Intercession in prayer bears 

fruit.  Number seven, walking in your destiny, doing what you 

were created to do in the earth bears fruit and gives glory to God.  

Turn to your neighbors and say, “Where is the fruit?”  Amen.  

Amen.  Not where’s the beef but where is the fruit.  Amen. 

 

 Thank you for joining us today.  I want you to go to airjesus.com 

and you can listen to this message, message number 7278, “Where 

is the Fruit?”  You can also click on the link there and email it to 

a friend.  But thank you so much for joining us at Brothers of 

Word because, brother, you need the word. 
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 Praise God.  I didn’t get, but half way done but I had a good time.  

Amen. 

 

00:25:06 
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