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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because, brother, you 

need the word.  Amen, Amen, Amen. 

 

 Certainly delighted to have those of you joining us by television 

and those of you joining us at AirJesus.com, stay tuned to today’s 

messages.  I just want to share with you that God really wants to 

use your life to be a blessing to this world, to be a blessing to 

mankind.  So, stay tuned to today’s message. 

 

 Open your Bibles, if you will, over to the gospel of Matthew, 

Gospel of Matthew Chapter 5, Gospel of Matthew Chapter 5 and 

beginning at Verse 13.  We read verses 13 through 16.  Matthew 

Chapter 5 Verses 13 through 16.   When you get there, say Amen.  

Let’s begin reading in Verse 13.  We can read together in unison.  

Ready, read. 

 

 “Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, 

wherewith shall it be salted?  It is thenceforth good for nothing, 

but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.  Ye are 

the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  

Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on 

a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.  

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 

 

 And I just want to use that as a subject, “Shine Your Light.”  

Shine your light.  Shine your light.  Jesus makes it very clear that 

our lives are to influence the world and he uses salt and light as 

metaphors to show us two objects that influence whatever they 

touch and salt -- you put a salt influences the flavor of any food 

you put it on.  You got to know the salt is present.  It shows up 

and it makes an announcement and it is noticed.  And so, God is 

saying, God wants the world to notice us, too many closet 

Christians, come out of the closet.  And so forth, the light and the 

life of the Lord Jesus Christ, God wants the knowledge of him 

through us to be made manifest to this world and he wants us to 

cause influence into dark places and influence into corruptible 

places in the earth by the light that we live. 

 

 You’re salt, you’re light and He is saying those things.  They show 

up and I just know when they show.  They make a difference.  

They influence things.  You know when salt is present.  And the 

thing about salt doesn’t take much of it, does it?  Just a little dab, 

just a little sprinkle.  I mean you can influence a whole part of 
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greens with just a little dash of salt.  Then take a lot and see, 

that’s what a lot of people feel like, “God, why am I the only 

Christian in this company”.  I saw God need -- I saw he needed 

just a dash.  If you can just give just a little dash, just a little dash, 

that’s all he needs, he doesn’t need much. 

 

 And so, God has strategically placed us in the world wherever you 

might be.  He has placed you there for influence.  He has placed 

you there to make a difference.  Salt also change(ph) meat and so 

forth from putrefying and corrupting and the salt is put on to 

preserve it.  And so, God is saying, “You’re in the earth to preserve 

the key to earth from going just to hell and back to keep everybody 

from going --.”  And so, we’re here to keep corruption and to stop 

so much that’s going on and so we’re here as preservatives.  We’re 

here to add the flavor of God no matter where we are.  We are the 

flavor of God.  We are the flavor of God.  We are the flavor of God.  

We influence. 

 

 Pastor Nathaniel, he was on the Board of a particular 

organization and while he was there, he was influencing.  He 

added the flavor of God there.  The conscious of God.  He did what 

was right and he influenced the entire Board because his presence 

with it.  And so, no matter where you are.  No matter where you 

are, we’re there to make a difference.  We’re there, we stand for 

something and people ought to know it. 

 

00:05:01 

 

 And there should be a bonus about the stance that we have, 

refusing to compromise because we’re going to influence this 

world for the kingdom of God and God is saying, “You’re salt, 

you’re light.  That’s a compliment.  He was giving a -- you 

influence people.  You are the influence.  I didn’t give you my life 

just for you to sit back and nobody to know you’re there for you 

not to make a difference, for you to just be quiet and you’re not 

changing anything.  No!  God says, “My life is in you.  Everything 

I am is in you.  And you ought to make a difference.  You ought to 

make a difference.” 

 

 You ought to make a difference in your home.  You ought to make 

a difference on your job.  You ought to make a difference in your 

church.  You ought to make a difference in your community.  You 

ought to make a difference wherever you are.  If you’re on a 

basketball team, make a difference on that basketball team. 
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 If you play cards, you got a little bridge club, you ought to make a 

difference in that bridge club.  If you’re on the book club, you 

ought to make a difference no matter where you are.  Jesus said, 

you’re salt and you’re light.  You’re salt and you’re light and you 

bring the influence of the kingdom of God no matter where you 

are. 

 

 And so, I like one commentary I read, it says, “How can you season 

others if you yourself are unsavory?  How can you season others 

if you yourself are unsavory?  And He calls us to take an inward 

look really because the instant thing about what Jesus said, he 

said, “Now, if other things are unsavory, then you can add salt to 

it, but he had no remedy for when salt itself is unsavory. 

 

 See when other things are unsavory, he has the salt, but when 

the salt itself is unsavory, Jesus said there’s nothing you can do.  

Well, that represents, he is saying when he has extended his life 

and his grace and his mercy to an individual and they still won’t 

accept him, they still won't change, Jesus is saying, there’s 

nothing I can do.  When salt itself is unsavory, it’s good for 

nothing but to be thrown out. 

 

 If God can’t change you, you are in bad shape.  And so that’s what 

he said.  So, when a person rejects the grace and the mercy and 

when he rejects the goodness of God and when he reject the person 

God is and that’s what Jesus said, “When salt itself is unsavory, 

it is good for nothing but Jesus said, “You’re salt and you’re the 

flavor.  You are the flavor of God to the world.  The flavor of God 

to the world and light, shine your light into the dark places. 

 

 I like Mark Chapter 9.  You’re going to have to turn to Mark 

Chapter 9 Verse 50, it says, “Have salt in yourselves.”  Have salt 

in yourselves.  Have salt in yourselves because God intends for us 

to bring his influence wherever we are.  Wherever we are in life, 

we bring influence. 

 

 There’s a Verse I read that shows the same thought.  It’s 2 

Corinthians Chapter 2, you can turn to 2 Corinthians Chapter 2.  

2 Corinthians Chapter 2, Verse 14 and you’ll see the same 

principle again.  2 Corinthians Chapter 2 Verse 14, it says, “Now, 

thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in 

Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us 

(notice that) in every place.”  In every place. 
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 And so, I just realized, this is the plan of God to reach the world, 

to touch the world is because wherever we are, wherever place we 

are in the world, God wants us by our lives to make the knowledge 

of him present in that place.  Wherever we are and that’s that 

influence and this word savor is actually the word fragrance, 

fragrance.  We ought to have the fragrance of the knowledge of 

God wherever we are, the fragrance of God ought to be there 

coming from the aroma of our lives. 

 

 Sometimes, when people have on a strong perfume, even when 

they leave the room, you can still smell it and it’s a sweet-smelling 

savor, it smells good. 

 

00:10:02 

 

 And though the person is gone, that fragrance is still there.  And 

so, God wants us to have this fragrance that we bring the 

fragrance of his knowledge into every place where we are.  The 

Bible says we’re ambassadors.  We represent him and I hate to 

say this, but sometimes, we’ve been bad representatives.  Gandhi 

said that if the world can see the Christ of Christians, they would 

accept him, but instead they see the Christians of Christ and 

reject it. 

 

 And that’s because we’ve been a bad representation.  We’ve had a 

bad light in the eyes of the world.  And so often, I try to remove 

myself from the church and I step back as if I’m in the world to 

take a peek up here over into the church to see what we look like 

to them.  And sometimes, you ought to do that.  You ought to just 

kind of you don’t anything about God and you’re not religious and 

spiritual at all and just look over in the church to see how we will 

look to you if you’re on the outside looking in. 

 

 And I realized that looking at us from the world standpoint, they 

don’t understand praise and speaking in tongues and anointing 

with oil and rolling on the floor and shouting.  It doesn’t make 

sense to them, but what they do understand, they understand 

you’re keeping your word.  They understand you’re paying your 

bills on time.  They understand you’re upholding your end of the 

contract.  They understand honesty and integrity.  They 

understand principle.  They understand you being at work on 

time.  They understand you getting the job done.  Not making 

excuses. 
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 And I begin to understand what the world understands, what 

they understand is totally different than what we understand.  

So, if you want to minister, you want to let your light shine to the 

world, it’s completely different in what we think.  It’s not as 

running out with the Bible hollering Jesus because that’s not 

what the world understands.  They understand your character.  

They understand character.  They understand honesty, 

faithfulness, being dependable, keeping your word. 

 

 It’s a saying.  I hate to say this but Pastor Nathaniel, he said, “He 

don’t need high people to come in with a whole lot of hallelujah 

and Jesus in their lingo.  He said, he’s only fooling with them 

because from the track record of saints coming in with all of this 

outward manifestation of Christianity, he said they are sorry, 

they’re no good, they’re lazy.  They won’t work worth a quarter 

and yet they holler hallelujah all day.  And so, we become a bad 

light and so, if you’re going to work with this man, I recommend, 

don’t mention Jesus.  Don’t mention Jesus in your interview.  He 

said if you want to borrow money, don’t mention Jesus. 

 

 Somebody told him one of his real estate liaison agents, property 

manager.  They told him when he got into the real estate 

business.  They said three people you don’t rent to, don’t rent to 

friends, don’t rent to artists and don’t rent to preachers.  And we 

had a bad light.  You know the saying preachers are known for 

not paying their rent.  I had a friend who was renting to a 

preacher.  And he said, “Man, tell your brother he was right.”  He 

said, “That preacher, he wouldn’t pay his rent.  He wouldn’t 

return my phone calls and he left the house and tore it up on the 

way out.” 

 

 And he said, he is announcing what your brother is talking about.  

Don’t rent to preachers. And the preachers are, that’s not your 

regular Christian, they didn’t (00:14:23).  They are the mark.  

They are the symbol of the church and yet we had cast such a bad 

light and we wonder why are we not winning the world is because 

we are not influencing the word with that they understand.  The 

world wants somebody who’s going to take care of business.  They 

understand that.  They understand somebody who is taking care 

of business and the people of God have to be excellent in their 

work.  They have to be excellent in your endeavors. 

 

00:15:05 
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 This is how you let your light shine to the world.  This is how you 

let your light shine to the world.  And we’ve missed it so often. 

And you know, I just begin to step back and look at us the way 

the world looks at us.  And so, Jesus said, “You are to be 

influenced, but if you’re going to be able to influence anybody, 

you’ve got to have to be people of character, people of integrity. 

 

 The longer I live the more I find out this is what’s really 

important.  We kind of majored on the spectacular things of the 

spirit.  We’ve made it on speaking in tongues and prophesied and 

the Holy Ghost and all of these outward manifestations, rolling 

them down the floor, and anointing with oil.  We majored on all of 

these things and I have found out that the Holy Spirit is more 

concerned about your character, about who you are and how you 

live than all of these spiritual calisthenics that we do. 

 

 He is concerned and I realize it’s the same Holy Spirit, the same 

Holy Spirit that empower you to speak in tongue, it’s the same 

Holy Spirit That calls you to tell the truth.  The same Holy Spirit.  

And so, we’ve recognized the Holy Spirit in outward 

manifestations of spiritual things but we haven’t recognized them 

in dealing with character and integrity.  It’s just the same Holy 

Spirit, same Holy Spirit there by how we live.  It’s such a powerful 

witness to the world. 

 

 You know the centurion that came to Jesus, he recognized a man 

of his word and that’s when he recognized in Jesus he said, “I am 

a man of authority and when I give my word, my (00:17:04) mean 

something and he came.  The reason he received from him 

because Jesus has the light of a man who honored his word, who 

believed his word, who kept his word and Jesus was in a position 

of authority because of the way he treated his word and the 

centurion recognized that from the world.  See, Jesus let a 

different light shine and he recognized that from the world and it 

was that the fact, the command of his word what it meant that 

drew that centurion into faith to receive from God. 

 

 It was a different light but it was his word.  It was his word that 

he recognized.  Jesus, you’re a man of character.  You are man of 

integrity and I know that if you say something, you mean it.  I 

know that if you say it, it will come to pass.  And I know, and see, 

it was that that he recognized the authority that Jesus cared and 

the integrity and the care.  That’s what drew him in to the 
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kingdom of God.  And so, let your light shine. Shine your light 

through the way you live trough the way you live, let your light 

shine.  Somebody said, I like this, I heard it few years ago.  

 

 Somebody said preach the gospel wherever you go, use words if 

you have to.  But it’s that fragrance coming off of our lives that’s 

so strong.  It’s the flavor that we bring, the influence that we 

bring.  Ephesians 5:8 talks about shining your light.  Philippians 

2:15 talks about shining your light.  John 13, flip over to the 

gospel of John, the gospel of John.  Chapter 13, the gospel of John 

Chapter 13, Verse 35.  Jesus just shares some keys on how we can 

win the world. 

 

 John Chapter 13 Verse 35.  Notice this, he says, “By this shall all 

men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another”.  

Notice now how Jesus said, this is how the world will know that 

you belong to me.  Not by t-shirts and contacts, not by our bumper 

stickers, not by the little shiz(ph) symbol on the back of our cars.  

That’s not how they’re going to know that we belong to God.  He 

said, the love, the way you carry yourself, the way you handle 

yourself, the way you react to situation, the way you treat one 

another.  Your love, your love will let them know that you belong 

to me.  There are some things how we exhibit that love. 

 

00:20:03  

 

 Here’s a few ways that you can exhibit that love so you let them 

know, choose to have a good attitude.  Choose to have a good 

attitude.  Choose to have a good attitude.  Love always believes 

the very best. Choose not to judge others.  Choose not to judge 

others.  Choose not to be involved in conflict.  Choose not to be 

involved in conflict.  Be quick to forgive, quick to forgive.  Be slow 

to get angry, be slow to get angry.  Let your words be seasoned 

with salt.  There’s that salt again, the influence.  Let your words 

be seasoned with salt. 

 

 So, notice Jesus said that the way the world is going to be won, 

they’re going to recognize your mind because of the way you live, 

because you are person of love.  We have a doctor who spoke to 

our staff this weekend.  She said, “The reason that there are so 

much heart disease and that is the number one killer.”  She said, 

“That’s symbolic of a lack of love.”  A lack of love is a heart.  It’ a 

lack of love.  The heart has areas that have hardened and it’s 

crusted from lack of love from a spiritual standpoint. 
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 And so, Jesus said, this is how the world’s going to know that you 

are my disciples by the way you love one another, by the way you 

treat one another.  And notice in Matthew Chapter 5, Matthew 

Chapter 5.  He tells about being light in the world.  Verse 15, 

before you get to the world, before you’ll be a light in the world 

and before you enlighten the city, verse 15, notice this.  “Neither 

do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a 

candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.” 

 

 In other words, you need to let your light shine at home before 

you go anywhere else, right at home.  And they may sound simple 

but you’d be surprised how many Christian homes are having 

world war III, world war III, right in your own home.  Jesus said 

let your light shine first at home.  I want my home to be happy 

before I try to influence the world.  I want my children and my 

wife to be happy before I try to influence the world. 

 

 Listen to what I say, I want my own children and my wife to be 

happy before I try to influence the world for the Kingdom of God.  

Some of you have your own mission field(ph) right at home.  Right 

at home but let your light shine.  Be kind at home.  Folks of kind, 

everybody else, they smile and greet people all day long, get home 

and curse each other out.  Be kind at home.  Be kind at home, be 

generous at home.  Serve one another at home. 

 

 And so, that where light begin right there in the house.  He said 

put that candlestick and let it give light to the house first then in 

the city, then the world.  How important it is for the heart of God 

for us to be good ambassadors and good lights out in the world.  

Wherever we go, people are watching.  People are hungry, people 

are void in their dark places and we have the opportunity to walk 

in as light, holding forth the word of life, bringing the savor and 

the fragrance of godly living in relationship wherever we go, 

beginning first right at home. 

 

 We are out of time.  Thank you so much for joining us today.  I 

want you to go to AirJesus.com and you can listen to this message. 

Message number 7279.  Let your light shine.  You can also email 

it to a friend.  Thank you so much for joining us at Brothers of the 

Word because, brother, you need the word. 
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