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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because, brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

 We welcome you and we certainly are delighted to have you join 

us today, and we welcome all of those joining us by television or 

by AirJesus.com on the Internet.  I want you to stay tuned to 

today’s message.  I want to help you to turn things around and 

make things happen in your life.  So, stay tuned to today’s 

message. 

 

 Open your Bibles, if you will, over to the Book of Joshua, there in 

the Old Testament.  The Book of Joshua, so sixth book of the 

Bible, right behind Deuteronomy.  So, it’s not far from Genesis, 

just five books away from Genesis, and you run into the Book of 

Joshua.  Chapter one.  Joshua Chapter 1 and Verse 8.  Joshua 

Chapter 1 Verse 8.  Let’s read that verse together in unison.  

Ready?  Read. 

 

 “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou 

shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe 

to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt 

make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good 

success.” 

 

 Let’s read it once again.  “This book of the law shall not depart 

out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, 

that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written 

therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then 

thou shalt have good success.” 

 

 Notice the little phrase towards the end.  It says, “For then, thou 

shalt make thy way prosperous.”  It says you will make your way 

prosperous.  So, I just want to use that as a subject, “Make It 

Happen.”  Make it happen.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Make 

it happen.”  Make it happen. 

 

 I like that it didn’t say that God would prosper you.  It didn’t say 

the Holy Ghost would prosper you.  It said that you would make 

your way prosperous, and I believe that he’s saying, in other 

words, “Make it happen.”  Make it happen.  And what he was 

talking about, he was giving instructions to Joshua to go into the 

land, and he was really saying, “Joshua, the land is yours.  Take 

it.  Make it happen.  Make it happen.  I’ve already given it to you.  
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I’ve already promised it to you.  I’ve already secured it.  It is yours.  

Now, you make it happen.” 

 

 And so, he put this charge into Joshua’s hands, and said, “If you 

study my Word and think of my Word, and meditate on my Word, 

Joshua, you’re going to make some things happen in your life.”  

So, we’re talking about, “Make it happen.”  Turn to your neighbor 

and say, “Make it happen.” 

 

 I believe that simply means to give action to it on your part.  Give 

action to it on your part.  In every situation, there’s always a “God 

would” part, and there’s always a “man would” part.  And so, He’s 

saying give action to it on your part.  God always does His part.  

And so, He wants to make sure that we do our part.  Give action 

to your faith. 

 

 And I really believe that this verse, Joshua 1:8, I believe this the 

Old Testament equivalent to the New Testament verse over in the 

Book of James 1:20.  You don’t have to turn there but, simply, it 

says, “Faith without works is dead.”  Another translation I really 

like, it says, “Faith without corresponding action is dead.” 

 

 The very word “believe,” believe means to take or to grasp.  So, 

the very word, believe, itself, is an action word.  It means to take, 

to take hold of something, to grasp it.  So, when we believe 

something, literally, you’re taking something, you’re clinging onto 

something, you’re grasping something, and you’re making it 

yours.  You’re making it happen. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 And so, notice that, “Faith without corresponding action is dead.”  

God’s not going to do everything for us.  We have to do our part, 

and there’s a part that we have to play.  I remember, my father, 

he used to love this statement.  It’s a very familiar statement, but 

he used to love this statement.  He would always say, “Get on your 

knees and pray as if it’s all up to God.”  Then he says, “Now, get 

up and work as if it’s all up to you.” 

 

 In other words, he was saying, you’ve got to make something 

happen.  Go to God, let God do His part, but then you have to get 

up and you have to make sure that you do your part.  You’ve got 

to make sure that you do your part. 
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 See, the Bible says that we are co-laborers together, with God.  

We’re working together with God.  It doesn’t say that we just 

stand back and watch God work.  It says we are co-laborers.  We’re 

laborers together, with God, and he says -- that’s actually in 1 

Corinthians 3:9.  He’s talking about -- he said one man sows, 

another man watereth, but it’s God that gives the increase. 

 

 So, in other words, it’s God that makes the seed grow, but God is 

saying you’ve got to plant the seed and you’ve got to water it, and 

God is saying, “If you do that, I’ll make you grow, but I’m not going 

to make you grow if you won’t plant it.”  And if you won’t water it, 

God is saying there’s not going to be a seed that’s coming up. 

 

 There’s not going to be fruits, there’s not going to be a harvest, 

there’s not going to be a crop, if you don’t do it, your part.  So, He 

uses that illustration to say, “We’re in this together.  You do 

something,” God’s saying, and God says, “I’ll do my part.  Don’t 

worry about how the seed grows, you just plant it and water it.”  

God says, “I’ll make sure it grows.  I’ll make sure it grows.  You 

do your part.” 

 

 How will we look if a farmer sits out and says, “God, oh God, give 

me some harvest.  God, give me some crops,” and he never planted 

anything.  God’s going to shout back and say, “Hey!  You need to 

plant something.  Work with me here.”  That’s what God says.  

“Work with me.  You’ve got to work with me.”  You’ve got to work 

with God.  So, we’re co-laborers, together. 

 

 Now, what God would do, God will energize you, God will 

strengthen you, God will give you the confidence and the ability 

to do what you need to do, and then God will tell you, “I’ll be with 

you,” and God will tell you, “I’ll help you.”  Notice what?  The Holy 

Ghost is a helper.  He’s not a do-it-all.  He’s a helper.  He’s saying, 

“I’ll help you.”  Notice.  “I will help you do what you need to do.”  

He didn’t say, “I’m going to do for you that which you should be 

doing.  I’m a helper.  I’ll help you.” 

 

 And so, we’ve had this mentality that we just put God to work, let 

him do it, and let him do everything.  No.  He’s a helper.  Turn to 

your neighbor and say, “He’s a helper.”  He said, “He will energize 

you.”  Turn to your neighbor and say, “He’ll energize you.  He’ll 

strengthen you.  He’ll give you the confidence that you need.”  And 

then, God will say, “I’m with you.  I’ll help you.”  But, God, notice.  

We’re always in this together. 
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 Psalms 3 -- it’s actually Psalms 1:3.  It says this, and I really like 

this.  It says, beginning in Verse 1 that it says, “Blessed is the 

man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly nor standeth 

in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  But 

his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he 

meditate day and night.  And he shall be like a tree planted by 

the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his 

leaf also shall not wither;” and this is the part I like, “And 

whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” 

 

 “Whatsoever he doeth.”  Notice.  “Whatsoever he doeth,” which 

means if you’re not doing anything, he has nothing to prosper.  He 

only prospers what you do.  Notice.  He says, “Whatsoever.”  He 

didn’t say, “Whatsoever he dreams about, he prospers.”  He didn’t 

say, “Whatsoever he asked about, he prospers.”  He didn’t say, 

“Whatsoever he looks at, he prospers.”  He didn’t say, 

“Whatsoever he wished for, he prospers.”  He said, “Whatsoever 

he doeth,” you’ve got to do something in order for God to have 

something to prosper. 

 

00:09:59 

 

 You’ve got to do something.  You’ve got to do something.  You’ve 

got to do something.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Make it 

happen.  Make it happen.  Make it happen.” 

 

 I like this little story.  I’ve told this before but I really enjoyed it 

and it really fits in with this, but Anthony Robbins, or Tony 

Robbins as he’s known, he was in New York City with a group of 

people, and it was on Thanksgiving Day, and they wanted to go 

out and bless some communities on Thanksgiving Day.  They 

wanted to pass out some baskets and some gifts and just be a 

blessing, especially to those who were less fortunate, 

underprivileged, and so forth.  So, they really wanted to get out 

and bless people. 

 

 So, he was in New York City with a group of people, and they 

wanted to get all of these supplies and get out in the community 

and get busy, blessing people.  But they needed a van to do this, 

and so they contacted all of the rental agencies there in New York 

and being Thanksgiving weekend, all vans were gone.  There 

weren’t any more vans because everybody had rented them to 

travel and so forth. 
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 So, there were no more vans.  And so, they were in a dilemma.  

They said, “Here we are.  There are no more vans, and we’ve got 

all of these people and all of this stuff that we need to get out,” 

and Tony Robbins spun around and pointed his finger at those 

group of people.  He said, “If we want something bad enough, we 

can make it happen.”  And they decided to make it happen, 

because he said this.  He says, “There’s no shortage of vans.”  He 

said, “Look.  I’m down the street.”  And they looked, and there 

were vans coming and going. 

 

 He said, “There are no shortage of vans in New York City.”  He 

said, “The problem is, we just don’t have one.”  And so, he said, 

“But if we want something bad enough, we can make it happen, 

but we must commit to it and we must take action.”  And so, they 

went out into the middle of the street and started trying to wave 

people down when they saw vans driving by.  They tried to wave 

them down.  People not only stopped, they sped up.  They didn’t 

stop.  They just sped up. 

 

 Not only did they not stop, they sped up.  So, they decided to go to 

the intersection, where the red light was, and people would stop 

at the red light.  They were running up to the van window and 

asking some if they could use their van.  Nobody was interested.  

They even decided to offer $100, so they were running up to the 

red lights, to the window, and offering the driver $100.  The 

driver, in some cases, would think about it, but when he found out 

where the neighborhoods that they were trying to go in, they were 

not interested. 

 

 And so, they were just about to give up, then Toby Robbins said, 

he said, “No!”  He said, “It’s a matter of odds.”  He said, “Sooner 

or later, somebody has to say yes.”  And sure enough, right at that 

time where he was just about to give up, a van pulled up that was 

perfect-sized, and they went up to the window and they said, “Sir, 

will you help us?  We’re trying to pass out baskets and be a 

blessing to the community today.  We need a van.”  The gentleman 

said, “Sure, I’ll help you.”  And he reached over in his seat and 

grabbed his cap and put it on his head, it said Salvation Army. 

 

 It just goes to show you that you can make things happen.  You 

can make things happen, that when challenges come in your life, 

you can find a way to overcome challenges, if you will think.  Use 

your thinker. 
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 You know, the old folks would say there’s more than one way to 

skin a cat.  Use your thinker.  When things come into your life 

and it seems like there’s no way out, use your thinker.  Use your 

thinker.  If one way won’t work, try another way.  Folks, you can 

make it happen.  If you want something bad enough, you can 

make it happen, and that’s the mindset that you have to have. 

 

 I like the story in the Bible we get of the paralyzed man, and his 

four friends brought him to a meeting there because they knew if 

they could get him to Jesus, that Jesus would heal him.  But there 

was a problem.  There was an obstacle.  There was a challenge.  

There was no more room in the house.  There wasn’t room for four 

men carrying a stretcher to get in the door. 

 

 The place was jam-packed.  People were sitting on the 

windowsills.  People were crowded around the door.  There was 

no more room, and so, these men had a dilemma, and they had a 

decision to make.  They either said, “We’re going to have to give 

up and go home without getting what we came for, or we’re going 

to have to figure out another way to get in.” 

 

00:15:01 

 

 And they decided to go up and then tear a hole in the roof and 

come done, but they made it happen.  They made it happen, and 

Jesus looked up.  Now, you’ve got to get the picture.  Jesus was in 

the living room here.  He was in somebody’s living room, teaching, 

and sawdust begins dropping down right in front of him while he 

was teaching.  Jesus looks up and he sees the man lowered down. 

 

 The Bible says Jesus saw their faith.  He saw their faith that had 

been coupled with a determined action that would not give up, 

that would not take no for an answer, an action that said, “I’m 

going to make it happen.  I’m going to find a way, because I want 

it bad enough, and I’m not giving up.” 

 

 And Jesus, when he saw, he saw their faith, and Jesus, he said, 

“Man, I’ve never seen anything like this.”  And He healed him 

because He realized these people were willing to make it happen.  

They were willing to make it happen. 

 

 What obstacle in your life has prevented you from something?  

What obstacle in your life has prevented you from something?  
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What action are you willing to do?  What are you willing to do?  

What are you willing to do?  What action can you take to change 

your life?  Folks, I’m telling you, at some point in time, you have 

to get up.  You have to get up at some point in time.  You have to 

get up. 

 

 There’s a mandate from God that you have to get up at a certain 

time.  That’s why we find throughout the Bible, there’s one word 

that’s been ringing over and over in my spirit, and this is the 

word, “Arise.”  Arise.  That means you’ve got to get up.  And 

whenever God told somebody to arise, He was always sending 

them somewhere to do something, and he would say, “Arise!  

Arise!” 

 

 When Elijah was at the brook and the brook ran dry, God said, 

“Arise!  Get up, Elijah.  And I want you to get up to where I want 

you to go.”  Whenever somebody was down, God always told them 

to arise.  “Get up!  Get up.”  Arise means to change your posture, 

change your position.  “Arise!”  Be willing to get up, and then 

make a movement to go somewhere, to do something. 

 

 God always, when Abraham was in another line live(ph), God said 

to him, “Arise, Abraham.  I’ve got somewhere I want to go and 

take you to show you something.  I’ve got something I want you 

to have.”  But there’s always a mandate from God, to arise, to get 

up from where you are.  If you’re not happy, you’re not happy with 

what you have, you’re not happy with what you have, well, you’re 

going to have to do something differently than what you’ve been 

doing.  You’ve got to arise.  You’ve got to change your position.  

You’ve got to change your posture if you’re going to bring any 

change in your life.  Arise.  Arise.  Arise.  You’ve got to do 

something.  Arise.  Arise. 

 

 I’ve told this before, but it’s a powerful story.  A young lady, she 

came from generations of poverty, and her parents and two or 

three generations had all been on welfare, and she was 16 years 

old.  She got pregnant.  She dropped out of high school.  She found 

herself living in a small room, on welfare, following the same line 

that she grew up in and came from. 

 

 She was in that little room with her little baby, and something 

happened to her one day, and she said -- she looked at her baby 

as she said, “Bless God.”  She said, “I am not going to let you grow 
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up and be like this.”  She said, “This curse of poverty is going to 

break, and it’s going to break right now.” 

 

 She was on welfare, just receiving handouts from whomever she 

can get them from, but she just finally, basically like this mandate 

from God, “Arise,” and she arose.  She got a job at a cafeteria, just 

collecting meal tickets, and she decided to go back to school.  So, 

she went to school at night, went and completed her high school 

education, and she believed that God had something greater.  She 

believed greater of herself and better of herself, and she always 

thought about that little baby. 

 

 And so, after she got her high school diploma, she kept working 

at that cafeteria, but she went back to night school and she 

started working on a college degree.  She got her college degree.  

And then, after that, she still wasn’t satisfied because she 

believed better of God, she believed better of herself.  She went on 

and got a master’s degree. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 She went back and became a principal in the same school district 

that she used to collect meal tickets.  But she made a decision, 

and she said, “If anything is going to change, it’s going to have to 

begin with me.”  She believed that she could make it happen, and 

she did, and she broke the chain of poverty for her and her child, 

and it was the same mandate that God has given to arise, to arise 

until you make a decision. 

 

 If you want something differently, if you want something 

different, you’ve got to do something differently because if you 

keep doing what you’ve been doing, you’re going to keep getting 

what you’ve been getting.  And so, if you want something 

different, you’ve got to do something different.  But God just 

simply wants you to know that you can make it happen.  You can 

make it happen.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Make it 

happen.”  Make it happen. 

 

 Let me close with this in our final few minutes.  I thought about 

the woman with the issue of blood.  Interestingly enough, this 

woman took her healing.  You all hear what I said?  I said she 

took her healing.  Jesus did not wake up that day and said, “I 

think I’m going to go heal a poor little woman who’s got an issue 
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of blood.”  That’s not what happened.  This woman made a 

decision that she could make something happen, and she did. 

 

 She went and took her healing from Jesus, and Jesus didn’t even 

know what had happened.  He didn’t know who did it.  Jesus spun 

around and he said, “Wait a minute.”  He said, “I felt someone go 

out of me.”  So, notice that, he’s letting you know, that wasn’t his 

intention to heal her.  He hadn’t set out that day to heal that poor 

woman.  This woman took her healing.  She didn’t ask anybody’s 

permission.  She took it.  She took her healing. 

 

 Jesus spun around.  He said, “Somebody went and got some power 

out of me!”  This was literally what he said.  He said, “Somebody 

has taken the power out of me!”  And his disciples said, “Jesus, 

what are you talking about?  There’s a lot of people touching you.”  

He said, “No.”  He said, “I perceive virtue has left me.  Power has 

left me.” 

 

 Folks, the power of God is always present, but it’s your act of faith 

that can draw from it.  And the power of God is everywhere, all 

the time, 24/7.  The power of God is always present.  How do I 

know that?  Because God’s always present.  You can get healed 

anytime, anyplace, anywhere, when your faith makes a demand 

on the power of God.  You can draw it, and that’s what this woman 

did.  She drew it. 

 

 Now, here are some keys that this woman -- I noticed five things.  

Number one, she believed it.  She believed it.  And number two, 

she said it.  She said it within herself.  “If I can just,” -- Now, she 

had to go through a lot to do this because ceremonially-speaking, 

the woman was unclean and was not supposed to be mingling in 

public with everybody else, but she didn’t pay any attention to 

that. 

 

 This woman was after something, and this woman was 

determined to make something happen.  You can tell the woman 

was serious because the Bible says she has spent all of her money 

on doctors trying to get well.  So, she was doing everything she 

knew to do, naturally speaking, and she did the same thing, 

spiritually speaking.  She placed the same demand on God that 

she was trying to place on doctors. 

 

 And so, number one, she believed it.  Number two, she said it.  

Number three, she did something.  Number four, she received it.  
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And number five, she told folks about it.  Five keys there.  She 

believed it, she said it acted on it, she received it, and she started 

telling her testimony. 

 

 You can get anything from God that way.  Believe it in your heart, 

say it out of your mouth, put the action behind it, do something, 

receive it from God, and then share your testimony with other 

folks how God blessed you when you took Him at His word and 

when you acted by faith, and the power of God came into your life.  

You can draw the power of God into your life, into your body, into 

your circumstance, if only you will make it happen.  Praise God.  

You can make it happen.  You can make it. 

 

00:25:00 

 

 Turn to your neighbor and say, “Make it happen.”  Make it.  Make 

it happen. 

 

 You know, even in our prayer life, if you’re determined, whether 

or not your prayers are answered, John 16:7 says if you -- and I 

want you to hear how many times he says, “you.” 

 

 “If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, you shall ask what 

you will, and it shall be done unto you.”  Five times in that short 

verse, he mentions you.  You have a lot more to do.  When your 

prayer’s been answered, then you give yourself credit for.  Turn 

to your neighbor and say, “You can make it happen.”  You can 

make it happen.  You can make it happen. 

 

 We are out of time.  Thank you all so much for joining us.  I want 

you to go to AirJesus.com.  You can listen to this message in its 

entirety, message number 7283, “Make It Happen.”  You can also 

email it to a friend.  But thank you so much for joining us here at 

Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the Word. 

 

00:26:21 
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