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C. Elijajh Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of The Word, because brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

 So, delighted to have you join us.  Those of you joining us by 

television or by the internet at AirJesus.com, we invite you and 

we’re certainly delighted to have you today.  I want you to stay 

tuned for today’s message. 

 

 Have you ever felt like you were just going through the motions 

in life and had just lost your excitement in life and life was just 

really a drudgery to you.  Well, if you’ve ever felt that way or feel 

that way, stay tuned to today’s message. 

 

 Open your Bibles, if you will, over to the Book of Romans, the 

Book of Romans Chapter 12.  The Book of Romans Chapter 12.  

Book of Romans Chapter 12 and we’ll begin with Verse 9 and we’ll 

read through the first part of Verse 12.  Beginning with Verse 9, 

Romans Chapter 12.  Let’s read together in unison.  Ready?  Read. 

 

 “Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; 

cleave to that which is good.  Be kindly affectioned one to another 

with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another; Not slothful 

in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; Rejoicing in hope.” 

 

 Let me read, I want to focus on Verse 11 there.  “Not slothful in 

business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.” 

 

 Let me read it in another translation, it says, “Never lag in zeal 

but be aglow and on fire serving the Lord.”  And so I just want to 

use that as a subject.  “Living With Passion.” 

 

 Turn to your neighbor and say, “Living with Passion.  I want to 

live with passion.”  I want to live my life with passion.  Now he 

uses the word “fervent” there and that word “fervent”, He says 

being fervent is spirit.  Be fervent in spirit.  That word “fervent” 

is the same word as the word “zeal”, it’s the same word as 

“enthusiasm”, it’s the same word as “excitement”, same word as 

“eagerness’, and it’s the same word as “passion”. 

 

 And so, in other words, he was saying, “Make sure you live your 

lives with passion.”  Let be passionate about life.  Be passionate 

about whatever you do and over and over, he often -- Paul reminds 

the people of God.  He said, “Whatever you do, do with all your 

might.”  Whatever you put your hand to, do it with everything 
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you’ve got.  Do it with your whole heart.  Don’t do anything half-

heartedly.  If you’re going to do it half-heartedly, don’t do it at all.  

Let somebody do it who’s passionate about it.  Somebody who 

wants us.  Somebody who’s on fire about it.  Somebody who’s 

zealous about.  Live with passion is what he said.  Live with 

passion.  Be aglow, be on fire, have a zeal and let this be ablaze 

in your life. 

 

 This is what he’s saying, whatever you put your hands to, do it 

with all your might.  Do it wholeheartedly or don’t do it at all. 

 

 My daughter, I get her to making me a sandwich sometimes.  And 

sometimes she really doesn’t want to make it but she’ll make it 

just because I told her to make it.  And sometimes, she just makes 

-- just (00:03:58) like she just doesn’t want to be there.  And she’s 

just putting the mayonnaise on there and just -- when she makes 

it like that, I don’t even want it.  I’ll say, “Baby, just keep that 

sandwich, that doesn’t look appetizing.”  I don’t want nobody 

fixing my food half-heartedly.  I like people that cook with zest.  I 

like people that are excited. 

 

 Where’s brother Rick?  Brother Rick isn’t here tonight.  I haven’t 

seen brother Rick -- Brother Rick he cooks with zest.  He likes to 

tell you, Brother Jerry, what’s that dish he told you about, some 

Asian potatoes -- he’s on fire about what he does.  He cooks with 

passion.  The east coast vegetable.  He told brother Runder(ph) 

he said, “What do you want?  He wants the east coast vegetables 

or he wants the south west vegetables, or do you want me to make 

them like --.”  And so, he was excited about what he does.  I like 

that. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 He has spice in what he does and so this is what Apostle Paul is 

saying, “Live with fervor.  Be on fire.   Have a zeal.  Enjoy and be 

passionate about whatever it is you’re doing in life, and life itself.”  

And really, this hit me a few weeks ago.  It just -- that was, I don’t 

know, God just -- He just ignited a fresh passion in me for life 

itself.  For life itself.  And I find myself now when I get up in the 

morning, bouncing out of bed and getting on my knees and 

thanking God for the days up ahead.  I’m thankful for it. 

 

 And like brother James mentioned in prayer, so many people are 

dying and life is so short and I realized this.  Life is so short and 
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so I said, “God, each day is valuable.”  I don’t even want to waste 

a day any longer because I realize now our days are numbered 

and life is so short.  Each day in and of itself has a set value.  And 

I said, “God, I appreciate this day.  It’s an opportunity.  I have 

another opportunity, God, to embrace life and all of life, God, in 

rich and living color.” 

 

 I have an opportunity to love.  I’ve got an opportunity to be at 

peace and enjoy joy and love my wife and love my children and 

enjoy the -- Lord, I have an opportunity to be a blessing to 

somebody.  I can make a difference on somebody’s life.  God, I’m 

excited about this day.  I can’t wait to get out there.  I can’t wait.  

Lord, I’m excited.  And you seize life in a whole new passion when 

you’re excited about the good things that God has in store for you.  

The wonderful things that have been prepared.  If you love God 

and you obey God, you rest assured that God has good things in 

store for you.  You rest assured and you have a whole new passion 

about life. 

 

 Employers, they like employees that are passionate about their 

job.  They like people that are excited, that have a zeal, that are 

willing and enthused and are eager and you don’t have to tell 

them every little thing to do that they’re already a step ahead of 

-- employers, they like employees like that, that are passionate 

about what they do.  And if you’re not passionate, maybe you’re 

in the wrong job.  Maybe you’re in the wrong colleague, you need 

to see -- say, “God, where is the passion of my life?”  What’s the 

passion of my life?  What is it that I can’t wait that I get out of 

bed to start doing. 

 

 What’s the passion of my life?  What’s the passion of my life?  

What’s the passion of my life?  Living with passion.  Living with 

passion.  I was just -- I’ve been just so excited about each day and 

about my future.  My future is (00:08:10) people of God, our future 

is bright.  The Bible says that the path of the just gets brighter 

and brighter, brighter and brighter.  You’re not at the end of your 

rope.  You haven’t seen your best days, the path of the just gets 

brighter and brighter.  Your best days are ahead of you.  Enjoy 

each day now and you have a wonderful glorious future ahead of 

you. 

 

 And so, I just had this new zest, just living with passion and I was 

out the other day, and this lady stopped me in a parking lot.  She 

says, “Excuse me, we’re taking donations for our building fund 
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and we’re asking for a minimum of a dollar.”  I said, “Make it $2.”  

I said, “Here, I’m going to give you an extra dollar.”  I mean, I was 

just so enthused, I was just passionate. 

 

 A buddy of mine, he met me and he had done something for me 

and so I was meeting him somewhere to pick something up and 

he wasn’t expecting anything and he was on his way back to his 

car and I stopped and I said, “Wait a minute.  I want to tip you 

$20 just because I’m excited to be alive.”  He said, “You’ve got to 

be joking.  What are you talking about?”  It blew him away.  He 

called me that he -- he said, “Man, that’s what -- that blew me 

away.”  He wasn’t expecting -- but I just felt so alive and so happy 

that I can make somebody’s day, so I just got to be excited about 

making somebody’s day.  Making somebody overjoyed. 

 

 I was in a restaurant the other day.  Me and my two buddies and 

the bill was on the table and we all contributed a third of the bill 

and when I added it up, I saw that we had left way too much 

money and I started to reach on each of the people I was eating 

with, but I said, “No, I’m not going to refund them.  I’m going to 

give it all to the server.” 

 

00:10:01 

 

 I didn’t tell them what I was doing but -- so I’m just going to give 

it all to the server.  And we had overpaid and I knew we had 

overpaid but I didn’t care, and I gave it all to the server.  She came 

back to the table.  She said, “Do you all need some change?”  And 

she said, “Honestly, you made a mistake.”  I said, “No, you’re 

keeping all.”  And she said, “Thank you so much!”  Thank you so 

much. 

 

 And so, I was just enthused with this new passion about making 

other people’s day, blessing other people, making a difference.  

Folks, each day is an opportunity, don’t waste it.  Don’t waste it.  

Each day is an opportunity.  Each day, we live.  I’m excited about 

the opportunities that we have.  Each day, opportunities are 

passing us by and you’ve got to be excited.  You think nothing is 

happening in your life, you think there’s nothing good?  (00:10:55) 

God’s blessings are out there.  The opportunities are passing you 

by every day, but you’ve got to be excited.  You’ve got to be 

(00:11:02), you’ve got to be looking for them.  Your best is ahead. 
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 So much God wants you to do, to you and for you, but He’s not 

going to do it with a sour -- somebody with a (00:11:18) somebody 

just all crumpled under life’s pressures.  He wants somebody 

who’s living with zeal.  The apostle Paul like, and no wonder he 

tells us to rejoice so much even in jail when he was waist deep in 

sewage, he said, “Rejoice and again, I say, rejoice.” 

 

 Here’s a man who was passionate about what he’s doing.  Passion.  

Living.  Tell your neighbor and say, “Living with passion.”  Living 

with Passion.  Living with Passion.  Living with Passion. 

 

 There’s an old woman I read about, this woman she was feeble, 

old and feeble.  And so, she couldn’t get out and go to church but 

she had a passion for life.  And she said, “God, make me a 

blessing.”  She said, “I realize I’m old and feeble but God, I can 

still do something for you.  I’ve still got a burning desire to be use 

of you.” 

 

 And God said, “It’s right there, right there in your house.”  She 

knew instantly what He was talking about.  She had a piano in 

her house.  She played the piano.  She put an ad in the paper 

saying, “I’m a professional pianist and I’m willing to play the 

piano for anybody who’s sick and shut in over the phone.”  And 

her phone began ringing off the hook and she was just playing 

beautiful music, soothing the souls of those who were diseased, 

those who were angry and bitter, and the comfort and the joy and 

the relationship with God was restored in the lives of people 

because one woman was passionate about life and she refused to 

waste away her life and she used everything she had.  She did it 

with all of her might. 

 

 The pressures of day, they constantly take a toll in our 

enthusiasm, in our excitement, in our passion.  At one time, you 

were really excited when God brought that special person in your 

life.  You’re just in love and full of passion.  But over the years, 

something happened, passion flew out the window.  Those are the 

pressures of life.  We lose the passion.  We lose the fire and the 

dreams.  We lose our passion and zest for life.  We lose our passion 

in marriage relationships. 

 

 There was one man, he had read a book on the man rolling the 

home in authority.  He got finished reading that book and he was 

on fire.  He went home to his wife.  He said, “Look here.  There’s 

going to be some changes around here.  Number one when I get 
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home, this house is going to be clean.  Number two, there’s going 

to be a hot meal waiting on me.  He said, number three, the kids 

are going to be taken care of.  He said, number four, after I eat 

my dinner, you’re going to draw me a hot bath and bathe me and 

he said, when I finish with my bath, he said guess who’s going to 

prepare my clothes and comb my hair?”  She said, “The funeral 

director.” 

 

 So, don’t overdo your passion.  You’ve got to know when to pull 

back. 

 

 The Bible says, you’ve got a zeal, but not according to knowledge.  

That’s what the Bible says.  Your zeal is in the wrong area.  It’s 

in the wrong direction. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 One reason we lose our passion is because we become ungrateful.  

Somebody said, “Don’t let your miracles become monuments.”  

The monument is something made out of wood or stone or brass, 

bronze and a monument represents what used to be alive, vibrant 

and excited.  So, don’t let your miracles become monuments, 

something that just used to represent, being alive and vibrant and 

exciting.  And what happens, we take the miracles that God has 

done for us and they become a common place we’re no longer 

grateful for them, we got used to them and so we forget about how 

God bless you and helps you get your house. 

 

 It was a miracle at the time when it happened.  But after you’ve 

been living there a while, you’re no longer excited about the house 

and you forget about the person that God brought into your life to 

be your spouse.  At the time, it was a miracle, you were thankful, 

but after years roll on this common place, you’re no longer 

grateful, you’re no longer thankful. 

 

 When you got your job, it was a miracle.  When it happened, you 

were so excited and so thankful.  But after a while, you’re tired of 

working, you’re complaining.  And so, what happens, we allow our 

miracles to become monuments.  They represent what used to be 

alive and exciting and they become common place because we 

become ungrateful, because we become ungrateful. 

 

 And so, constant gratitude.  Constant gratitude will keep you full 

of passion and zeal.  It will give you that positive outlook on life 
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because of your gratitude, your gratitude, because of your -- when 

you’re thanking God for what God has already done. 

 

 See, people that are depressed, people that are seriously 

depressed, what they are looking at, they’re looking at their 

problems.  And so, depression is caused not by your problems, 

depression is caused about you thinking about your problems.  It’s 

not the problems that cause depression, it’s your thoughts about 

the problem, that’s what brings you down.  So, problems don’t 

bring you down, it’s your thoughts about the problem.  That’s 

what causes the depression. 

 

 Turn over to Proverbs Chapter 12.  Proverbs Chapter 12.  

Proverbs 12:25.  Proverbs 12:25, notice this, “Heaviness in the 

heart of man maketh it stoop: but a good word maketh it glad.”  

Now heaviness, the word heaviness there is the word anxiety or 

pitiful thought.  Anxiety or pitiful thoughts.  So, notice what it’s 

saying now.  Heaviness or anxiety or these pitiful thoughts you’re 

having in the heart of man maketh it stoop.  Now the word “stoop” 

there is depression.  So, in other words, it’s saying your pitiful 

thoughts make you depressed.  Your pitiful thoughts make you 

depressed, your pitiful thoughts make you depressed.  And that’s 

how you lose a passion because you’re thinking about your 

problems. 

 

 So, you’ve got to change what you’re thinking, change what you’re 

thinking.  That’s why the Bible said, “Think on these things.”  

Whatever’s good and lovely and honest and good rapport, 

something that’s praise-worthy, think on these things so you 

change your thinking.  You change your vision, change your 

vision, what are you looking at?  When you’re depressed, you’re 

looking at your problems.  Stop looking at what’s wrong and start 

looking at what’s right. 

 

 Take the time to be grateful for what is right in your life.  Look 

around.  You may have some problems, but don’t count the 

problem, count what’s right.  Look at what’s right.  Think about 

what’s right.  So, you change your vision, change your thoughts.  

Change your belief, you change your words and those things will 

ultimately change your life.  Those four things.  You change your 

thoughts, change your vision, change what you believe, and 

change your words, and they will change your life.  They will 

change your life.  And once again, you’ll be able to live with 
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passion because your outlook on life will change and your life will 

change. 

 

 And so, notice this, that heaviness in the heart is this pitiful, 

anxious thought in the heart of a man that causes depression.  Oh, 

but the Bible says, but a good word makes the heart glad.  Glory 

to God.  God will give you His word.  God will give you His word.  

He’ll give you His word.  He’ll give you His word.  And this word 

I’m giving you right now is His word to many of you that needed 

to recoup and regain and rekindle passion again in your lives. 

 

00:20:07 

 

 Passion again in your lives.  In the old testament, the Israelites 

had to gather manna afresh each day.  And so, it is in our lives.  

We need fresh enthusiasm, fresh passion, each day.  Yesterday’s 

supply will not suffice.  It has to be refreshed, replenished each 

day.  In fact, the word enthusiasm, it comes from two Greek 

words, it means “entheos” which means inspired by God.  So, each 

day, our lives need to be inspired, enthused, filled afresh with the 

presence and the goodness of God each and every day. 

 

 The apostle Paul, he told Timothy, he said, “Stir up the gift of 

God.”  In other words, be passionate, be enthused, fan your flame, 

it’s in you, but you’ve got to stir it up, you’ve got to rekindle the 

flame, the fire, the passion that’s there. 

 

 Timothy was a little timid guy and he was just kind of 

meandering around and just melancholy.  Stir up your gift!  

Where’s the passion?  Where’s the fire?  I know it’s in you. 

 

 In the book of Leviticus, God told them to remove the ashes from 

the altar.  The ashes represent yesterday’s fire.  To get rid of 

yesterday’s fire, he said, “Light a new fire.”  And he said, “Don’t 

let the fire go out.”  And that’s his message to you today, don’t let 

the fire go out.  Live with passion.  Live with passion in your 

marriage, on your job, every day your outlook in life, live with 

passion, serving God.  Some people used to be on fire for God, 

couldn’t wait to get to church, couldn’t wait to read the Bible, 

couldn’t wait to pray.  Now it has become a common place.  Now 

we’re just going through the motion.  “Oh, is today Sunday?  Is it 

11 o’clock yet?  Well, (00:22:14) praise and worship by 11:15, I get 

there then.” 
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 And so, it’s become a common place.  We’ve lost our fire.  But folks, 

you don’t have to let your relationship with God be old.  It can be 

fresh every day.  You need a fresh refill, the Bible says, be being 

filled with the Spirit of God.  It’s a continual being -- so you have 

to continue to refresh and renew yourselves and your passion 

each and every day.  Praise God.  

 

 The Holy Spirit said to me one day I was just all messed up.  I 

was just droopy and depressed and the Holy Spirit showed and he 

said, “A droopy spirit weighs you down.”  I said, “Huh?”  I perked 

up when he said -- I said, “What do you mean?”  He said, “Heaven 

is in the heart of a man who makes it stoop.”  And I got up and 

changed and became enthused and filled with passion again.  

Praise God. 

 

 We’re out of time.  To those of you that are watching, I want you 

to go to AirJesus.com.  You can type in message. “Living With 

Passion.”  You can also email it to a friend.  But thank you so 

much for joining us here at Brothers of The Word, because 

brother, you need the Word. 

 

 Halleluiah.  Glory to God.  Halleluiah.  Halleluiah.  Glory to God.  

Halleluiah.  Amen.  Amen.  Yes.  Live with passion.  Live with 

passion.  I can tell, some of your hearts has just got glad, some of 

your hearts just got glad, and that’s what he said, “Heaviness 

makes the heart stoop, but a good word will make you glad.”  

Glory to God.  Live with passion.  Be on fire.  Be fervent in spirit 

serving the Lord and living your life, enjoying each day and know 

that the best is yet to come.  Praise God.  Amen. 

 

00:26:06 
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