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C. Elijah: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother you 

need the word.  Praise God. 

 

 Delighted to have you.  We welcome those of you joining us by 

television or through AirJesus.com, so delighted to have you 

tuned in today.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  I want to help to 

get rid of some of the fear in your life and just challenge you to do 

somethings where fear has been holding back.  Praise God. 

 

 Open your Bibles today if you will, open to the Book of 

Deuteronomy.  Deuteronomy Chapter 31.  Deuteronomy Chapter 

31.  That’s the 5th Book of the Old Testament.  When you get 

there say, “Amen.”  Deuteronomy 31, and where it reads about 

four selective verses here, 6, 7 and 8 and then Verse 23.  Let’s 

begin with Verse 6, Deuteronomy 31, begin with Verse 6.  Ready?  

Let’s read together in union.  Ready?  Read. 

 

 “Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: 

for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not 

fail thee, nor forsake thee. 

 

 And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of 

all Israel, Be strong and of a good courage: for thou must go with 

this people unto the land which the Lord hath sworn unto their 

fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. 

 

 Verse 8, “And the Lord, he it is that doth go before thee; he will 

be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, 

neither be dismayed. 

 

 And then drop down to Verse 23.  Ready?  Read.  “And he gave 

Joshua the son of Nun a charge, and said, ‘Be strong and of a good 

courage: for thou shalt bring the children of Israel into the land 

which I sware unto them: and I will be with thee.’” 

 

 And also, flip over to the very next book, the Book of Joshua there.  

Just a couple of pages over to the right, Joshua Chapter 1 and 

read Verse 6 and 7.  Ready?  Read. 

 

 “Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou 

divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their 

fathers to give them. 
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 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest 

observe to do according to all the law.  Praise God. 

 

 And I just want you to notice there that a certain phrase is 

repeated over and over and over and over and all those verses we 

read in Deuteronomy and Joshua.  And I just want to use that as 

a subject, “Be Strong and Full of Courage.”  Be Strong and Full of 

Courage.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Be strong and full of 

courage.” 

 

 It always gets to my attention when something is emphasize over 

and over and over in the Word of God and as if God is saying, “I’m 

going to repeat myself, so you will get it.” 

 

 So, He wants to make sure to always pay very close attention 

whenever something is repeated over and over and over, because 

evidently it is something God wants us to get and to glean from 

His word.  And so, in Deuteronomy 31, it was actually Moses, and 

he was given the charge to Joshua.  Moses kept telling him one 

thing and I believe Moses was inspired by God’s spirit to say what 

he said to Joshua.  He said, “Be strong and be of good courage.  

Don’t be afraid.  God is with you and He will go with you, and you 

will able to take the land.”  He just kept enforcing and 

encouraging Joshua.  And then, in Joshua Chapter 1, God himself 

speaks.  This is no longer Moses; this is God himself. 

 

00:04:58 

 

 So, in Chapter 1:6-7, God shows up and God says the same thing 

Moses had been saying.  He said, “Joshua, be strong and be of 

good courage.”  Be strong and be good of courage, be strong and 

be of courage.  And look at Verse 9, Verse 9, Joshua Chapter 1, 

“Have not I commanded thee?”  And then this is God saying, God 

is saying, “Moses told you before, but now I’m telling you?”  He 

said, “Have not I commanded thee?”  Just in case you thought that 

that was just Moses trying to encourage you and just talking off 

the top of his head and giving you nice little speech before he 

retires.  God says, “Have not I commanded thee?  God says, “I’m 

saying is, ‘Be strong and be of good courage, be not afraid, neither 

be thou dismayed for the Lord thy God is with you wherever you 

go.’” 
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 So, God reinforces this thing over and over and over again to be 

strong and be of good courage.  How many of you gathered from 

this that God is not calling us to fear?  He’s not calling us to fear. 

 

 2 Timothy 1:7 says, “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; 

but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 

 

 And so, I don’t gather that God’s calling us to fear.  I like the New 

Testament equivalent to this, turn over to the Book of Ephesians, 

you will see the New Testament equivalent to what we just read 

in Joshua and Deuteronomy.  Turn over to Ephesians Chapter 6, 

and you will see the New Testament equivalent there.  Ephesians 

Chapter 6, look at Verse number 10.  Notice what it says, “Finally, 

my brother be strong,” there it is again, “be strong in the Lord and 

in the power of his might. 

 

 Did that sound like He’s -- God is trying to get us strength back 

and fear.  Does that sound like he is exhorting us to be afraid? 

 

 Notice what he said.  He said, in Verse 10, “Finally, my brethren, 

be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 

 

 Put on the whole armor of God, that ye -- and this sounds like 

somebody who’s getting to ready fight, doesn’t it?  God will not 

say, “I want you to duck your head between your legs and just 

hide maybe nobody will discover you.”  No, he said, “Put on some 

armor.”  put on some” and notice this, God’s calling for courageous 

attitude and spirit within us, put on the whole armor of God.  You 

get ready for battle.  You get ready to fight. 

 

 I like one lady, she says, “Life ain’t made for sissies.”  I like that, 

“Life ain’t made for sissies.”  That’s nothing worthwhile in life 

that’s in your comfort zone.  Anything that’s meaningful and 

worthwhile, and that’s going to make a difference and that’s going 

to have a powerful impact.  I guarantee you is out of your comfort 

zone.  It’s going to be somewhere where you got to struggle and 

you got to fight. 

 

 And so, he says, “Put on the whole armor of God,” put on your 

fighting clothes.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Put on your 

fighting clothes.”  He’s calling us to courage.  We’re not running, 

hiding.  What it is that you’ve been afraid of in life?  What have 

you been afraid of?  What it is that you would do in life if you knew 

that you could not fail?  What is it that you would do, if you knew 
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you couldn’t fail?  What is it that you would do?  What have you 

been afraid of?  What are we so afraid of?  We all have fears.  We 

all have insecurities.  We’re afraid of different things in life that 

hold us back and limit -- we don’t realize the magnitude of how 

our lives are limited by our fears because I’m afraid I might fail.  

I’m afraid I might fail.  Well, you might succeed, but notice the 

fear of failure it will keep us.  I’m afraid because this is out of my 

comfort zone, so I’m afraid to try that.  I’m comfortable.  I’m not 

use to doing that that stretching me.  You need to be stretched. 

 

00:10:03 

 

 Who told you could go to (00:10:04), but I miss this?  And so, 

whenever God gives us anything it’s always out of our comfort 

zone.  It’s always, I mean, it’s always something that stretch us.  

It’s always something that stretch us.  Something where you’re 

going to have to, what you really scared.  You’re really scared to 

do it.  Notice everybody who got (00:10:33) to Him offer to do 

something.  They were always afraid.  He saw (00:10:38) he was 

hiding.  He was hiding that God has a sense of humor doesn’t it?  

God shows up to man who’s hiding because he’s afraid and God 

says, “Oh, you brave courageous mighty man.  He was hiding.  He 

was actually down in a winepress, and the land was invaded by 

enemies and so, he didn’t want to take chance that an enemy will 

see him and come in and take his food or capture him.  So he got 

down in a winepress and it was below ground, so you couldn’t see 

him.  So, if you walk by, you just saw wheat coming out of a hole.  

He was dressed in wheat.  And he got into the hole and just threw 

it out with a pitchfork threshing it.  And so, all you saw was just 

a puff of wheat coming out of a hole. 

 

 He was afraid and the angels sat on that thing and said, “Oh, you 

mighty man of valor.  You’re so brave and so courageous”.  Notice, 

and God says, “I got a job for you.  How about I let you know you’re 

going to deliver the people of Israel?”  Now, he’s already hiding 

from the enemies.  And then God says, “You’re going to be the 

main deliverer for Israel.”  So, notice whenever God gives us 

something, we’re always afraid.  And so, he started throwing out 

excuses.  “God, that’s out of my comfort zone.  I’m not experienced.  

I’m the least.  I’m too poor.  I’m not your man.” 

 

 Whenever God give us something, He always stretches you.  It’s 

beyond the ability that you think you have.  It’s beyond what you 

used to, but God has something outside of that little hole you’re 
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in.  God has some greater for you.  God has something bigger for 

you. 

 

 But in order for you to go to your destiny.  It caused for courage.  

It caused for courage.  It caused for courage.  It causes you to 

strengthen yourself and then be strong to be able to do it.  To 

achieve anything worthwhile you have to be courageous.  And you 

have to be strong.  And so, God did same thing to Moses.  He 

showed up to Moses and he tells Moses a similar story.  You’re 

going to deliver my people and the first thing Moses said, “It’s 

beyond my comfort zone.  “God, I can’t even have talked.”  I can’t 

even have talked. 

 

 And so, notice whenever God has something for somebody notice 

is it so far beyond their thinking of their own limitations that -- 

They can’t even comprehend.  What is it?  What is it?  What is it 

that you’ve been afraid to do?  What is it that you’ve been afraid 

to do?  God’s calling for courage.  He’s calling for courage for you 

to be courageous and strong and then strengthen yourself and to 

know that He is with you and He’ll help you and his not going to 

fail you.  He’s not going to forsake you. 

 

 But be strong and courageous.  Be strong and courageous.  Be 

strong and courageous.  You know, when He shows up to Joshua 

here, it’s very pivotal.  It’s the reason why God tells Him to be 

courageous, to be strong not to let fear get in.  Well, He tells 

Joshua that because it was in the same spot, the previous 

generation had come and they didn’t enter into the Promise Land, 

there place of destiny because they were afraid.  They were afraid 

to go in.  And God didn’t want that to happen a second time.  And 

so, He enforces, reinforces us and say, “Whatever you do, don’t be 

afraid, be of good courage, be strong.  He didn’t want to repeat 

history.  The prior generation couldn’t go in because they were 

afraid. 

 

00:15:01 

 

 And so, he immediately calls Joshua to courage.  What is this 

word here, “courage”?  Let me defined that, that word “courage”.  

Courage.  Let me define “be strong” to you first.  That little phrase 

“be strong” in the Hebrew is the word “kozok” and it means 

“courageous.” it means, “valiant,” it means, “strengthen,” it 

means, “established,” it means, “firm,” it means, “fortified,” and 

“mighty”. 
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 God is not calling wimps.  Ain’t that something?  He like calling 

us to be wimpy.  Be strong and courageous.  That mighty man of 

valor.  Courage is the quality of spirit that enables one to face 

difficulty without fear.  The quality of spirit that enables one to 

face difficulty without fear.  It speaks of fearlessness in the face 

of danger.  Speaks up of boldness of confidence. 

 

 I remember, I told you this before, but I like this little story about 

Napoleon and his army.  He was losing a battle, and he told the 

drummer boy.  He said, “Play the retreat sound.  We are losing.  

We got to pull out.”  He said play the retreat song. 

 

 And the little boy said, the little drummer boy said, “I don’t know 

a retreat song.”  He said, “The only song I know is charge.”  

Napoleon is something about when the boy said that.  Napoleon 

said, “Well, play charge then,” and he regained his courage and 

went on.  He stiffened himself and went on and won the battle.  

It’s something that --  

 

 Let me read this to you.  I like this little quote here from Billy 

Graham.  Billy Graham said, “Courage is contagious.”  When a 

brave man takes a stand, the spans of others are stiffened.  But 

one person stands up and it’s not afraid.  It does something to 

everybody else that’s around him.  When somebody has the 

authority and the boldness, and the audacity to speak of what’s 

right, to stand for what’s right, to say what’s right, it makes other 

man around him stand up.  I like that. 

 

 Courage. God’s calling us to courage.  Stop being afraid.  What 

are you afraid of?  What are your fears?  We’re afraid of something 

then straight to go to the doctor.  They are afraid to find out what 

they got.  They’re just scared to go.  God said, “Face your fears.  

Face your fears.”  Face your fears whatever they may be.  Some 

people are afraid to start their own business, face your fears.  Face 

your fears.  God hadn’t called us to fear.  He hasn’t given us the 

spirit of fear, but power and love, and a sound mind. 

 

 The Bible, 366 times, some say that the words “fear not.”  Fear 

not.  Fear not.  That means 366 times that means, he means for 

you to say it every day and then some.  Say it every day this, 

“What are you afraid of?  Fear not.  Fear not, I’m with you.  I won’t 

leave you.  Fear not. 
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 My mother reminded this week of the little story I used to tell it 

about my daughter.  We were at home in the den and my daughter 

needed to go up stairs to get something and she went up, halfway 

of the stairs and it was dark because the lights were out, and she 

was only three or four years old. 

 

 And she came right back down and she said, “Daddy, it’s dark up 

there.  I’m afraid,” and I said, “Oh no, go on God’s with you”.  And 

she said, “I know God’s with me, but I need somebody I can see.”  

And so, we all face these moments where we are afraid.  We all 

have these fears.  There was a little boy, a mother was tucking 

the little boy in bed and it was right in the middle of a 

thunderstorm, thunder and lightning, and the little boy was just 

afraid to death, and he was just trembling and his mother was 

tucking him to bed.  He said, “Mommy, can you sleep with me 

tonight?”  She said, “No, son I’m sorry.  I got to go sleep with your 

father.”  He said, “Big sissy.” 

 

00:20:00 

 

 And so, God wants us to face our fears whatever it is in life that -

- it’s not that we’re -- I like the way John Maxwell said this about 

courage.  He said, “Courage isn’t the absence of fear is doing what 

you are afraid to do.  Courage is doing what you are afraid to do.”  

So, it’s not necessarily saying that it’s the absence of fear, but it’s 

doing what you’re afraid to do.  Doing it in the middle of fear you 

do it anyway that’s what is calling us to do.  There sometimes 

there are somethings that they are so big that God has something 

so big for you, they scare you.  But it’s the courageness that’s 

causes you do it anyway.  It’s doing it in spite of the fear.  Doing 

what you are afraid to do.  What is it that you are afraid?  Some 

people are afraid.  I’m afraid to step out.  I like the security here 

and the comfort.  See, on my job I got a 401(k) and I got insurance, 

but you want me to step up and set my own business, then I’m not 

going to have insurance.  I don’t have a 401(k) plan.  I rather stay 

here.  Courage is doing what you are afraid to do.  Doing what you 

are afraid to do.  You’ve been surprised how our lives are limited 

by our fears, by our fears that our lives are limited. 

 

 I read this interesting fact about a lion’s roar.  A lion’s roar can 

be heard up to five miles away and this is the roar that he 

primarily uses and this is what the roar does.  The roar is so 

powerful and so fierce it freezes the prey.  So, if there’s a prey 

nearby when they hear the lion roar, they freeze.  It is so powerful.  
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They literally are trembling with fear and it paralyzes them and 

that’s how he is able to catch his prey.  He roars first.  It actually 

says, if he puts his mouth closer to ground, it sounds like thunder 

and you can literally feel the vibration.  The prey can literally feel 

the vibration of his roar and it paralyzes them with fear.  And so, 

his prey is just stuck, he can’t even run.  They’re stuck in the roar 

of the lion. 

 

 Well, you know, the Bible says that the devil, over in 1 Peter 5:8.  

The Bible said that the devil goes around like a roaring lion.  He 

freezes us with fear, and now we are afraid to go to our destinies.  

We are afraid to use our gifts.  We are afraid to use our talents.  

We are afraid to go anywhere.  Afraid to do anything.  We are 

afraid to dream.  We are afraid to go for possibilities.  We are 

afraid.  We are afraid to seize opportunities.  He goes around as a 

roaring lion.  And it’s the roar of the devil that has frozen us into 

-- he’s paralyzed us and it keeps us from moving.  And so, I’ll just 

stay here because I’m not qualified and I’m insecure and I don’t 

think I’m the one.  Notice we are frozen.  We can’t move.  We’re 

frozen in our insecurities.  The roar of the lion.  The roar of the 

lion. 

 

 I ask you again what would you do, if you knew you couldn’t fail?  

What would you do?  What would you do, if you knew you couldn’t 

fail?  What would you do, if you knew you couldn’t fail?  Someone 

wrote, “He who loses wealth, loses much.   He who loses friends 

loses more.  But he who loses his courage loses all.”  When you’re 

afraid to go on, afraid in your fears have paralyzed you, 

immobilized you, they keep you from going to your destiny. 

 

 The children of Israel where right on the brink of going into the 

Promise Land, the land God had planned, envisioned for them.  

They got right to the edge and look over in there, they were seized 

with fear, they were afraid and they kept them away.  But God is 

calling us to courage.  Fear had stopped so many of us.  Just 

afraid.  Just afraid.  It has immobilized us and paralyzed us and 

it has prevented us from moving toward our destiny, moving to 

the place and doing the things that God has called us to do.  

Things that God knows that are you in that you don’t even know 

that in yourself.  Places that God want to take you that you can’t 

even see for yourself. 

 

00:25:01 
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 Get rid of the fear, be strong and full of courage.  Rise up as a man 

and woman of God and believe his word.  Know that He is with 

you.  Know that He won’t fail you and He will keep His word to 

bring you into the place where He wants you to be.  Praise God.  

Amen. 

 

 We are out of time.  Those of you that are listening, I want you to 

go to AirJesus.com and you can listen to this message.  Be strong 

and full of courage, message no. 7288.  You can also email it to a 

friend free of charge.  Thank you so much for joining us today at 

Brothers of the Word, because brother you need the word. 
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