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Female: You are listening to airjesus.com and the onlineword.com.  This 

message is No.7305. That’s 7305.  And now for the message. 

 

C. Elijah: Thank you for joining brothers of the word because brother, you 

need the word.  Praise God.  We welcome those of you joining us 

today by television and joining us at airjesus.com.  Certainly, 

delighted to you have you stay tune to today’s message.  I want 

share with you the most important thing that Jesus ever told us 

to do.  So please stay tune to today’s message. 

 

 I like to share as I do from time to time, I’d like to share a brief 

joke that some emailed me.  This is actually Brother Niguel.  He 

sends out daily email joke and so, he had a good one on their I 

thought last week.  So I thought I would share it would you today.  

And there was a teacher who was retiring after 30 years of 

teaching.  And some of the students want to give her a special gift 

for her retirement.  So the first young boy, his father was a baker.  

And so, he brought the teacher beautiful box filled with sweets, 

and pastries, and cakes, and pies and so forth. 

 

 And the second young boy, his father was a florist.  And so he 

brought the teacher a box filled with long stem roses.  And the 

third young boy, his father was a liquor business store owner.  The 

owner fine liquor store.  And so, he gave the box to the teacher 

and the box was dripping liquid from the bottom of the box.  And 

she said, “Oh, I bet I knew what this is.”  And she licks the liquid 

and tasted it.  She said, “I bet this is a fine wine.”  The little boy 

said, “Nope.”  She licked it again and say “Is it a liquor?”  He said, 

“Nope.”  She licked it again and she say, “Is it some type of fine 

beer?”  He said, “Nope”.  She said, “Well, what is it?”  He said, “It’s 

a poppy.” 

 

 Open your Bibles if you will.  Open to the Gospel of John.  The 

Gospel of John Chapter 15.  The Gospel of John Chapter 15.  And 

let’s begin reading at Verse 4.  We’ll read Verses 4 through Verse 

10.  When you get there say, “Amen.” Let’s begin reading together 

in unison, beginning with Verse 4.  John Chapter 15 beginning 

with Verse 4.  Ready? Read.  “Abide in me, and I in you.  As the 

branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no 

more can ye, except ye abide in me.  I am the vine, ye are the 

branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 

forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.  If a man abide 

not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men 

gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.  If 
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ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 

will, and it shall be done unto you.  Herein is my Father glorified, 

that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.  As the Father 

hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.  If ye 

keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have 

kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.” 

 

 And in in this particular passage that we just read, you will notice 

the word abide, it is mentioned numerous times.  Whenever Jesus 

wanted us to really kept something that was important, it would 

always be repeated at least twice and here we find the word abide 

is repeated not twice, but nine times in those verses that we just 

read.  Nine times.  Now, he repeated it nine times, that mean it’s 

up most importance.  And I really feel that is the most important 

thing that he ever told us to do. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 Now this word abide in the Greek is the word meno and it means 

to remain, to dwell, to continue, to live in a given place, state or 

relation.  The word abide has a sense of prominency about it.  So, 

it’s talking about living, dwelling, remaining.  And so, I want to 

use as a subject today simply move back home, move back. Turn 

to your neighbor and said, “Move back home.”  Move back home.  

Now, move back home has a variety of meaning, so somebody 

listening, this maybe just the thing you needed to hear because 

you maybe separated from your family and you need to move back 

home.  It could be your husband that has walked out on his wife 

and children.  And the spirit of God wanted you to hear today that 

you need to move back home.  It could be a wayward child that is 

a strange from the family.  And maybe God wanted you to hear 

today that you need to move back home. 

 

 And so, I don’t know what instance you may be in, but I’m literally 

talking from a spiritual sense here because Jesus tells us nine 

times and we need to abide. And when he says, “abide”, he’s 

talking about coming home to live, to dwell, to remain, to stay, to 

continue in that place.  And so this word “abide” speaks of 

prominence.  It speaks of a prominent place.  It’s not talking about 

somewhere you all are temporarily.  When my wife and I, when 

we travel, we may be in a hotel a few days, perhaps even a week. 

But we both realize that we’re only there temporarily.  We are 

there just for a brief period of time. 
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 And so when he talks about moving back home, abiding, 

remaining, settling down, dwelling, continuing, staying, living, 

he’s talking about a permanent place of residence.  He’s not 

talking about a place where you just come in for a period of time 

and go right back out and come and go.  He’s talking about a place 

where you remain continually, where you stay for the long haul.  

In fact, one translation says, “To settle in for the long-term.”  This 

is a place where you’re establishing your roots.  It’s a place where 

you’re going to live, you’re going to reside, you’re going to dwell, 

you’re going to remain, you’re going stay.  This is your place of 

residence. 

 

 Notice the Bible tells us in Acts 17:28, it says, “In him, we live 

and move and have our being.”  And it’s a place that we have 

permanent residence in our lives.  A place of continuance and 

prominence.  And so, whenever I travel, I may stay in a hotel for 

a few days or week or so, but my home is right here in Atlanta. 

 

 See, my home is where I have all my belongings.  It’s where I am 

the majority of time.  It’s where I live.  It’s where I have my roots.  

It’s where my family is.  It’s the place where I’m there every day.  

It’s my home that’s the place where I dwell, where I sleep, where 

I remain, where I continue and that’s where the place that Jesus 

is talking about when he says, “Abide in him.”  He said, “Abide in 

me.”  He’s not talking about a temporary arrangement.  He’s not 

taking about to live in him for a little while.  He’s not talking 

about you just staying with him on Sundays on a rental basis, and 

you come in and pay your rent and stay with him for a couple of 

hours.  That’s not what he’s talking about.  He’s talking about a 

place of prominence, a resident, a place for you to dwell, a place 

for you to remain, a place for you to stay, a place where you have 

your abode, where you continue.  He wants you to have your home 

on him.  Abide in me.  And it meant so much to Jesus. 

 

00:10:01 

 

 He was so passionate about it, and I believe that’s the most 

important thing he has ever told us because he repeats it nine 

times.  Literally, he actually says about 11 times, but the other 

two times he doesn’t use the word abide, he uses the word 

continue and he also uses the word remain, but they’re the same 

words.  He’s saying “Abide, abide, abide”.  I want you to live.  I 

want you to dwell in me, live in me, continue in me, stay in me, 
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make your abode in me, reside, make this your habitation in me.  

Move back home. 

 

 Many of us spiritually need to move back home and this is what 

Jesus is saying.  You need to move back home. We’ve been with 

him merely on a temporary basis and he wants us to make his 

abode or prominent dwelling place.  Another translation says to 

stay closely connected.  Where you see the word abide, stay closely 

connected.  

 

 And then Jesus was right at the point when he was about to leave 

the earth when he sent this and he knew that his disciples would 

be given a charge.  And that they would eventually turn the world 

up side down with the Gospel, but he knew that they couldn’t do 

it apart from him.  And he knew that they might forget the most 

important thing.  And so, right before he leaves the earth, he says, 

“You guys got to abide, you got to dwell, you got to remain, you 

got to stay, you got to live, you got to have your being, you got to 

make me your abode.”  And he said, if you don’t, you’re not going 

to be able to do anything.  You’re not going to be able to 

accomplish anything.  So Jesus knew that if they were going to 

accomplish what God have with them that they would going to 

need more of him. 

 

 Now, notice when Jesus here in John 15 when he tells us to abide, 

this is not a suggestion.  This is an imperative.  He’s making a 

command.  He is making a command.   Notice, you don’t have to 

command children to eat dessert.  I have never had to say on my 

children, “You got to eat that ice cream.  You got to finish every 

bit of that pot.”  Notice, you don’t have to command children to 

eat dessert, do you?  Well, what Jesus was saying, he knows that 

abiding is not something that we naturally do.  It’s not our natural 

choice. And so, when there’s something that you’re not naturally 

incline to do, he had to give a command.  But notice we gave our 

children commands when it comes to their vegetable.  “Eat your 

vegetables.  You better eat every string bean on your plate.”  

Notice, we command our children to eat their vegetables because 

we know that that is not the natural order of things.  We know 

that left with themselves, they are not going to eat those 

vegetables. 

 

 And how many times do we tell our children -- do we tell our 

children just to eat their vegetables one time in their life time and 

that’s good?  No, over -- in fact, just about every time we eat out 
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somewhere.  I have to tell my children over “Eat your vegetables, 

eat your vegetables.”  They will eat everything else on their plate 

and leave the vegetables just swept on the side.  Eat your 

vegetables.  And we notice how we say it, “Eat your vegetables.”  

Jesus was saying the same thing.  “Abide, abide,” this is why he 

said it nine times.  Abide. Yeah, he kept telling us, abide, because 

it is not the natural order.  It is not our natural inclination.  And 

so, he had to keep reminding and keep prodding and literally 

command us, “You got to do it.”  And we tell our children to eat 

that’s what because we know it’s vital than life. 

 

 And Jesus likewise is saying, “Abide because it’s going to be vital 

to your life (00:14:17) to abide and stay in me.”  And so, he just 

repeated it over and over and over again, abide, dwell, remain, 

continue, abide, dwell, remain, continue, stay, make me your 

abode, make me your home.  Live in me, have your being in me.”  

Now, the world is geared to pull us a way from abiding.  We are 

filled with so many destructions and we are filled with so many 

entertaining things.  We have so many gadgets and so many vices. 

 

00:15:01 

 

 We have so much that lures us away into the world.  You know, 

your day can just be completely filled, not necessarily with things 

that are evil, but we can become so busy with natural things.  We 

become so busy with natural things that we forget the most 

important thing, which is to abide, which is to abide, to dwell, to 

live, to remain, to stay, to continue.  It takes a discipline concerted 

effort and this is something you have to do continually.  You have 

to -- you literally have to force yourself to abide, to stay, to live 

and to dwell with him. 

 

 In John 15, you notice something interesting.  In John 15 Verse 

2, God shows up and Jesus, what He says of God, He says -- now 

he said, “God aproned you and God will make you clean.  God will 

clean you up and God will aprone you so that you can bear more 

fruit and so forth.”  But when it came to abiding, He didn’t say 

God will make abide.  This is what you have to do.  And so, He 

shifted from God.  God was initially taking the initiative and God 

was (00:16:24).  So, God was purging us, and God was chastising 

us, and God was cleansing us, so that we can bring forth more 

fruit and be more fruitful.  But then all of a sudden, He said, “No, 

you got to abide.”  God’s not going to do that for you. 
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 You must make the effort.  You must discipline yourself and you 

must continually make a discipline effort to abide, to remain, to 

dwell, to stay.  If you give God priority in your life, God will give 

you priority in his life.  How many of you want priority in God’s 

life?  Well, if you want priority in God’s life, make God a priority 

in your life.  That’s the way God operates.  God says, “You draw 

near to me, I’ll draw near to you” and he says, “You honor me, I’ll 

honor you.”  Same thing, “You give me priority, make me a 

priority in your life,” God says, “I’ll make you a priority in my life.”  

Isn’t that wonderful? 

 

 Man, I want to be at the top of God’s list.  I want to be a priority 

with God.  I want to be on God’s mind.  I want him to ever be 

mindful of me.  I want him to be thinking of how he can bless me, 

and do me good, and lead me, and guide me, and take care of me, 

and show me some good things and bring blessing into my life.  I 

want to be a priority in his list. But in order for God to do that, 

God said, “I got to be a priority on your list. “You make me a 

priority” and God says, “I make you a priority.”  That’s a pretty 

good deal, isn’t it?  That’s a good deal.  Make God a priority.  Make 

God a priority. 

 

 So this is why he tells us to abide, to abide and that’s why he said 

it nine times because he knows it’s completely against our natural 

inclination.  Our natural inclination is to be destructed, to be 

caught up in so many things, so many things, not necessarily bad 

things, but just things that distracts us and keep us from abiding 

with the vine.  Just call up and work and taking care of the 

children and running errands and trying to make money, and 

trying to meet apartments, and trying to do this, and trying to get 

ahead and we’re just so busy.  We got to maintain the house and 

we got to maintain the car and we got maintain this and that.  We 

are maintaining so many natural things that we forget to 

maintain the main thing which is to abide. 

 

 Remember when Mary and Martha was with Jesus and Martha 

was busy cleaning up and Mary was sitting at the feet of Jesus. 

And Martha got mad because Mary wasn’t helping and Jesus 

said, he said, “Martha, you’re troubled.  You’re troubled and 

careful about many things, but Mary has chosen the good part.”  

See, Mary chose to abide.  She knew where her life was.  She knew 

where life came from.  She chose to abide and that was 

emblematic of our lives, that we can be caught up to so many 

natural things that we have literally remove ourselves from the 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5205.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7305.mp3 

vine.  And when we remove ourselves from the vine, now there is 

none of his divine life flowing through our being.  There is no 

spiritual energy at all. 

 

 Notice, flip back to John 15, look at Verse 6. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 Notice what it says, it says, “If a man abide not in me, he is cast 

forth as a branch, and is withered.”  Notice that.  “And men gather 

them, and cast them into fire, and they are burned.  Now, he is 

not saying you’ll be cast in the hell for not abiding, but what he is 

saying is the wood from the branches of this great vines, that 

wood was so thin at it was not really of any use.  And so they just 

burn it, they just get rid of.  They couldn’t really build anything.  

And so, Jesus is saying, if you’re not abiding, you have become -- 

spiritually, you’re no use.  You’ve become unprofitable and there’s 

no good coming out of you and you literally, you wither and die.  

Because you remove yourself from the vine. 

 

 Now, to wither means to shrivel, it means to lose force, to lose 

energy, to lose freshness.  And that’s what happens to us when 

we remove ourselves from union with Christ.  We begin to shrivel 

up, we lose energy, we lose our spiritual force.  We lose freshness 

because His energy is not flowing through us.  

 

 Notice one thing that happens, we eventually lose our desire to do 

the work God has called us to do.  And then all of a sudden, when 

you’re doing things for God and for God’s team and it become 

(00:21:41).  Your heart’s not in it any longer.  You’re just going 

through the motions.  You’re just going to church because it’s 

Sunday.  You’re just serving because you’re on the usher board.  

And you start going through the emotion and what has happened, 

you’re like those little sticks have been removed from the branch.  

It has no spiritual use, it become unprofitable.  And that’s because 

we removed ourselves from the vine and we began to wither, 

shrivel up and die.  And we become so dry and spiritless without 

God’s energy, without his force flowing through us.  Now, this 

union I’m talking about maintaining with God. 

 

 See, this is a something you can store up just because you spent 

time with God two years ago, you can’t live off of that today.  You 

can’t store it up. It’s like gasoline in your car.  How many of you 

wish you could store gasoline in your car?  You can’t.  You fill up 
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today, next week you got to fill up again.  That gas is gone.  And 

so just because you had union with God and you are abiding with 

God two years ago, you can’t live up off of that today.  That is gone 

and you’re wondering why you’re not having victory in your life, 

you’re wondering why there’s no joy, why there’s no peace, why 

there’s no happiness, you wonder why you’re having problem 

loving people, you wonder why you’re having problems carrying 

down God’s purpose and living out your destine, you wonder why 

you’re going through the most and everything is so dry and you 

wonder what’s the use, check your connection.  Maybe you need 

to move back home and dwell, remain, continue and stay with 

him. 

 

 Here’s a few things that abiding helps us with.  Abiding helps us 

to sense God’s leading in our lives.  We can move in tune with his 

direction.  Abiding helps us to draw from his resources.  When the 

disciples were raising the dead and healing the sick, people spot 

at them and said, “They are ignorant and unlearned men, but 

they must have been with Jesus.”  See what’s happening in the 

resources that people knew regular men shouldn’t have had.  And 

so, that’s one of the benefits of abiding.  We draw from God’s 

resources when we abide.  We also we’re strengthen and we are 

refreshed when we abide.  And the final thing, we have powerful 

effective prayer.  And our prayers our answered when we abide.  

Jesus said, “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 

whatever you will and it will be done for you.” 

 

 We are out of time.  Those of you who are watching by television 

or listening, I want you to go to airjesus.com and you listen to this 

message.  Message No. 7305, “Move Back Home.”  You can listen 

to it absolutely free of charge and you can also email it to friend 

absolutely free of charge.  We thank you so much for joining us 

today at brothers of the word because brother, you need the word. 

 

00:25:00 

 

 Praise God, abide.  God wants us to move back home.  To live with 

him, to dwell him and this is something that it’s a place where 

God wants us to live.  He wants us to live throughout the day, not 

just set devotional time, but throughout your day, live with him, 

have your being with him, talk with him, listen to him talk to you, 

be open with him, be honest with him and allow that connection 

and that union to flourish.  And before you know it, fruit will begin 

to blossom on your branch.  All you have to do, your only job is to 
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stay connected.  God takes care of the rest.  Our only job is to move 

back home and he takes care of the rest.  Praise God. 

 

00:25:46 
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