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Female: You are listing to AirJesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com.  This 

message is number 7309.  That’s 7309.  The title of this message 

is “Having Hope When Things Look Hopeless” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  And now for the message. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  Praise God. 

 

 We welcome all of you who are joining us by television or joining 

us at AirJesus.com.  We’re so excited and delighted to have you 

tuning in with us today.  Stay tuned to today’s message. 

 

 I am doing the third part in this three-part series that we’ve been 

dealing with hope, dealing with hope and there are some things 

that God wants to open up in our lives through the realm of hope.  

So, stay tuned to today’s message. 

 

 You can open your Bibles if you will over to the Book of 

Lamentations, the Book of Lamentations in the Old Testament.  

It’s a very small book, so you will miss it if you go by it too fast, 

but it’s toward the end of the Old Testament, so it would be 

toward -- if you want to start at Malachi and work your way back 

to the left, it will be about 10 books and so back to the left, very 

small book, Lamentations.  Book of Lamentations, and we’re 

going to look at Chapter 3.  Lamentations Chapter 3.  When you 

get there say, “Amen.”  Amen. 

 

 I will share a little bit of humor with you that I read this week.  A 

little boy named Johnny had gotten in trouble at home with his 

mother, so she made him go to his room.  And so, after a few 

minutes, Johnny came back out and he said, “Mom, I’ve been 

doing a lot of praying and a lot of thinking about the situation.”  

She said, “That’s good.”  She said, “If you ask God to help you with 

your behavior, He will.”  He said, “No mom.  That’s not what I was 

praying.”  He said, “I was praying that God would help you to put 

up with me.” 

 

 Praise God.  Lamentations Chapter 3.  Lamentations Chapter 3, 

and let’s begin with verse 17.  We’ll read verse 17 through 26, and 

let’s all read together in unison.  Ready?  Read. 

 

 “And thou hast removed my soul far off from peace: I forgat 

prosperity.  And I said, my strength and my hope is perished from 

the Lord: Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the 
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wormwood and the gall.  My soul hath them still in remembrance, 

and is humbled in me.  This I recall to my mind; therefore, I have 

hope.  It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, 

because his compassions fail not.  They are new every morning: 

great is thy faithfulness.  The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; 

therefore, will I hope in him.  The Lord is good unto them that 

wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him.  It is good that a man 

should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord.” 

 

 And I just want to use that as a subject, “Having Hope When 

Things Look Hopeless.  Having hope when things look hopeless.”  

And the writer here Jeremiah, things were looking pretty 

hopeless in their current situation there.  The city has been taken 

over by the enemy and they had sieged the city, pretty much have 

ruined everything in the city, burned the temple.  And on top of 

that, they took all of the people away captive. 

 

 And so, Jeremiah was seeing -- these are the people of Judah, 

God’s people -- and he’s seeing the ruin, the judgement falling on 

the people of God and how they were suffering, how the city was 

in shambles and how it was in just such ruin, even the temple 

burned, and everything was just a picture of despair.  And in this 

despair, the prophet Jeremiah here, he literally takes on the 

despair of the people to himself.  And so, he himself cries out on 

behalf of the people.  It’s as if everything that has happened to 

the people has happened to himself.  And so, he stands proxy for 

the people. 

 

00:05:10 

 

 And so, he basically cries out as if he feels every part of anguish 

that has happened to them, it is literally happened to him.  And 

so, he’s really speaking first person that this destruction has 

happened to me, and that I’ve been forsaken and run down, and 

my enemies have run me over.  And he goes through a long list of 

things that had happened to him.  He said, “This thing is so bad.”  

He said, “I feel like the bullseye on a target” and God has pulled 

the arrow.  He felt, like he said, “Everything that could go wrong 

has go wrong and it’s very hopeless.  It is very hopeless.” 

 

 And it was so sad, it was so sad that even he in verse number 18, 

and he said, and I said, “My strength and my hope is perished 

from the Lord.”  And so, his hope ran out because things were 

looking hopeless.  And so, we’re talking about having hope when 
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things look hopeless because a little later on, he regained his 

hope.  And even though things were still looking hopeless, he was 

now looking through the eyes of hope, and the picture completely 

change, it was completely different. 

 

 And so, when you’re in situations that are hopeless, God is saying 

to you that even though everything looks hopeless around you, 

even though it seems to be a hopeless situation, you can still look 

through the eyes of hope and you can still see a glimmer of light 

no matter how dark it is, God always provides a glimmer of light, 

a glimmer of hope.  He always gives hope to his people. 

 

 And so, in sharing in this series on hope, I just felt impressed on 

my heart that God was simply saying, “Don’t give up.  Don’t cave 

in.  Don’t quit.  Don’t throw in the towel.  No matter how dark it 

gets, how gloomy it looks, always keep your hope.”  And we 

defined hope as a joyful confident expectation of what God is going 

to do on your behalf.  That’s what hope is.  It’s a joyful confident 

expectation of what God is going to do on your behalf.  Say that 

with me, “A joyful confident expectation of what God is going to 

do on my behalf.”  That’s what hope is.  It’s a confident 

expectation. 

 

 The Book of Hebrews Chapter 10 verse 35, you don’t have to turn 

there, but it says, “Don’t cast away your confidence.”  Now 

remember, we just said hope, is a joyful confidence, it’s a joyful 

confident expectation.  And so, Hebrews 10:35 says, “Don’t cast 

away your confidence.”  In other words, don’t cast away your hope 

which has great recompense of reward.  One translation says -- I 

love the way it says this -- one translation says, “For payday is 

coming.”  If you won’t cast away your hope, you won’t cast away 

your confidence, payday is coming. 

 

 And so, that’s why God always wants us to have hope, to have 

hope in him despite any circumstance we find ourselves in life, 

payday is coming.  Payday is coming.  If I can just hold on long 

enough, payday is coming.  If I can just do what’s right and pray 

and believe and trust God long enough, payday is coming.  That’s 

all right.  You can look at my right now and things may not look 

good, but if I know, if I hold on, if I will continue to trust God and 

cling to Him and adhere to Him, if I will stay close to Him and 

honor Him and obey Him, If I’ll keep my hope in Him when all 

other things have passed away and looked gloomy around me, 

payday is coming. 
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00:10:06 

 

 So, don’t cast your hope away.  Don’t cast your hope away.  Don’t 

cast your hope away.  Having hope when things look hopeless.  

Have your hope when things -- I don’t care how bad your marriage 

look, keep your hope that you can still have a wonderful marriage.  

Keep your hope, don’t let your hope.  I don’t care how sick you are, 

keep your hope as you can still be well. 

 

 See, hope gives you a picture.  It gives you a picture, and you 

ought to have a picture on the inside of you.  If you’re sick, your 

hope should be a picture of wholeness and wellness and 

soundness on the inside of you.  If you’re depressed, the picture 

you ought to have with you is a picture of joy, you ought to have 

a picture of satisfaction and delight on the inside of you.  If you’re 

broke, you ought to have a picture of prosperity on the inside of 

you.  You ought to see -- that will be a hope that, “I may be broke 

right now, but one day, I’m going to have some.  I’m not going to 

be like this always.  I’m not going to be like this always.” 

 

 My brother-in-law, he told me a very interesting story that 

happened to him.  He actually took me to this clothing store, very 

fine clothing store where they tailored your suits and tailor your 

shirts and just tailor -- they make everything by hand.  That’s a 

handcrafted tailor, very expensive.  He knows hardly a suit in 

there, under $1,000, so very expensive tailor.  And so, he took me 

there and he said, “This is where I shop.”  And I was just looking 

at some of the prices of the shirts.  I mean a shirt was $200.  I 

said, “That’s what I pay for my whole suit.”  I mean I looked at 

the tie.  The is $150.  I said, “Man this is --.”  I was looking at it 

with a puzzled look like, “Why are you shopping here?  Why are 

you spending your money here on these clothes?” 

 

 And he said, “I want to tell you a story.”  He said, “A few years 

ago --” he said, “When I didn’t have anything, I was working in 

this plaza.”  And he said, “On my lunchbreak, I used to come over 

to the store and tried the clothes on.”  He said, “I didn’t have 50 

cent in my pocket,” but he said, “I would try the clothes on,” and 

he said, “The workers, they knew I didn’t have anything, but yet 

they treated me as if I was a millionaire.  They treated me with 

respect.  They still waited on me and serve me as if I were one of 

their best clients.”  And he said, “In those days, I told the people 

that work in the store, that one day, I will be back and I’m going 
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to be your best customer.”  And he, my brother-in-law turned to 

me, he said, “That day has come.”  He said that day has come. 

 

 You see, he had a hope even when he didn’t have anything, he 

went in there and he looked at himself in the mirror.  He’s had a 

picture of what he would look like wearing expensive clothes, even 

though he didn’t have and he couldn’t afford it at that time, but 

that hope put a picture on the inside of him.  God’s hope will put 

a picture on the inside of you.  No matter how bad it looks, I don’t 

care, you got to put a picture of hope on the inside.  You got to put 

a picture of hope on the inside of your happiness and your well-

being and seeing your children well.  That picture has to be there.  

That picture has to be there. 

 

 And so, even when things around you look bad, you can still have 

hope.  You got to have hope.  You got to keep that light of hope 

shining in.  And if that picture is there that’s built from the word 

of God and from the promises of God, that picture one day will 

manifest inside, and what’s on the inside of you will eventually 

show up on the outside of you. 

 

 And so, when my brother-in-law was showing me now that has 

shown up on the outside of him, he said, “Years ago, it was simply 

a picture on the inside of me.  But my hope now has come to an 

end.”  Glory to God.  God will bring you hope to the end.  He’ll 

bring you hope to the end.  What situation are you in, that looks 

hopeless?  Don’t lose your hope.  Don’t lose your hope.  Don’t lose 

your hope.  Having hope when things look hopeless. 

 

 Jean Kerr said this, “Hope is the feeling you have that the feeling 

you have isn’t permanent.”  Let me said that again, “Hope is the 

feeling you have that the feeling you have isn’t permanent.” 

 

00:15:08 

 

 In other words, if you find yourself in an uncomfortable 

circumstance or situation or bad situation, hope is that feeling on 

the inside that you’re not going to stay where you are forever.  

Hope is saying, “This is going to change one day.”  And so, you can 

have hope that God will change your situation.  Have hope that 

God will change your situation.  Have hope that God will change 

your situation. 
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 Clare Boothe Luce, she said this, “There are no hopeless 

situations; there are only people who have grown hopeless about 

them.”  There are no hopeless situations, there are just people 

who’ve lost their hope.  And so, when things are looking bad, you 

can still have your hope. 

 

 See the devil, he tries to discourage us, because see, 

discouragement makes us quit, it makes us quit.  And so, he 

wants us to discourage us because he wants us to quit, and that’s 

exactly why God wants you to have hope.  God didn’t want you to 

quit.  God says, “I love you.”  And God says, “I’m going to do you 

good and I’m going to make you happy.  If you’ll put your hope in 

me, better days are coming, payday is coming.  If you’ll wait on, 

expect, look for and put your hope and anticipate, happily 

anticipate me moving in your life and doing good things in your 

life.”  God says, “I’ll redeem your past and I’ll give you hope and a 

future.”  Praise God.  I’ll give you hope and a future.  I’ll give you 

hope and a future. 

 

 And so, when we focus on our disappointments, what we’re 

literally doing, we’re stopping God from bringing fresh blessings 

into our lives because we’re so focused on the disappointments.  If 

you look at the text, we read here in Lamentations Chapter 3, if 

you look at verse 19, Lamentations Chapter 3 verse 19, look at 

what it says there.  I want to look at what he was focusing on.  

Lamentations 3:19, he says, “Remembering mine affliction and 

my misery, the wormwood and the gall.”  Gall is simply the bitter 

experiences. 

 

 And so, all He was fixated on was what had happened to him, all 

the little hurt, all the disappointments, all the pain, he has been 

mistreated, he has been wronged, all of everything that he lost.  

And so, this is what he was focused on.  Remember, whatever you 

focus on, that’s what expands in your life.  And so, because he was 

focusing on his misery, misery was expanding in his life. 

 

 And so, hope is exactly the opposite.  Hope is focusing on the good 

things that God can bring in your life and when you focus on the 

good things that God can bring in your life, when you focus on the 

fact that God can give you a fresh start no matter how bad you’ve 

messed up, no matter how bad you have failed, no matter how bad 

you have missed it, no matter how bad shape you’re in, God can 

still give you a fresh start.  He can still use you no matter what 

you’ve been through.  He can still use you.  I like God, doesn’t 
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throw anything away.  God is a redeemer.  He redeems our past 

and He gives us a glorious future.  He’s a redeemer. 

 

 Aren’t you not glad He didn’t throw away Joyce Meyers, a woman 

who was abused, sexually molested and mistreated and unloved 

during the early part of her years?  Aren’t you not glad He didn’t 

throw her away?  Aren’t you not glad He was able to redeem her 

and use her?  Aren’t you glad? 

 

 I was reading the story of Juanita Bynum not too long ago and I 

didn’t realize the torment she has grew up in.  I dint realize that 

she was -- I don’t want to say a prostitute, but she was close to it, 

and nobody really hardly knows, they just see her now in this 

great delivering power and sending everybody free and 

ministering around the world.  Aren’t you not glad God gave her 

a hope?  Aren’t you not glad God gave her a future?  So, God is 

saying, no matter where you are, no matter. 

 

00:20:07 

 

 See Jeremiah, he’s looking at the ashes in the city.  The city has 

been burned, people taken captive, everything is gone, and he’s in 

his misery, focused on his misery, and then he said, “Wait a 

minute.”  He remembered something.  He said, “This I recall in 

my mind and now I can hope again.  I remember that God is good.  

I remember that God is for me and not against me.  I remember 

that God’s mercies are new every morning and great is his 

faithfulness (00:20:37).” 

 

 Having hope when things look hopeless.  Having hope when 

things look hopeless.  Having hope when things look hopeless.  I 

want you to know that God redeems situations, and what God 

does, He brings present hope in the plates of previous trouble.  In 

the book of -- we don’t have time to turn there, but in the Book of 

Hosea Chapter 2 verse 15, God says that, “I’m going to give you a 

door of hope for the Valley of Achor.”  Achor means trouble.  And 

so, God is saying, “I’m going to replace your place of trouble and 

give you a door of hope, a door of hope.”  And in Hosea, it was 

talking about the same -- the people were in bad shape because of 

the judgement had fallen on the people because they just wouldn’t 

do right, and people were devastated.  But in that devastation, 

God always gave a glimmer of hope.  So, He said, “In your trouble, 

in your trouble, I’m going to exchange a door of hope for your 

valley of trouble.” 
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 Your very place of trouble that you used to trouble you, God says, 

“This is a place I’m going to spring new hope up in and do 

something new.”  And so, He says, “I’ll give you a door of hope.”  A 

door of hope when one door closes, when God allows one door to 

close in your life, God says, “I’ll give you another door of hope, and 

the door He gives you the second time will be better than the first 

one.”  A door of hope.  A door of hope.  He brings hope in the place 

of previous trouble. 

 

 Listen what Joseph said.  Joseph said that, “God you made me 

fruitful in the land of my affliction.”  He told his brothers.  He 

said, “You all sold me, but it was God who sent me.”  He said, “You 

all meant for evil, but God meant it for good.” 

 

 Now, here’s something I saw in Joseph’s life.  Here’s something I 

really begin to see.  Now the Bible says in the Book of Romans 

Chapter 5 verse 5 it says, “And hope maketh not ashamed,” or in 

other words, hope won’t disappoint you.  And I began thinking 

about that and you know when we sometimes are hoping for 

something to come in our lives and it doesn’t happen, we get 

disappointed and that happens quite often.  You know sometimes 

you can be hoping for this job and you don’t get it, you’re 

disappointed because you had your hopes up.  Or sometimes you 

might be hoping to marry a particular person and they won’t give 

you the time of day, you’re disappointed once again because you 

had your hopes up. 

 

 And so, we do suffer disappointments when we have hope for 

things.  And so, I’m beginning to see, it says, “Hope won’t 

disappoint you, it won’t make you ashamed.”  But I said, “But on 

the other hand, we do get disappointed when we have our hopes 

up for certain things.”  Somethings we hope for, they just don’t 

happen.  I don’t care how much praying and believing you do; it 

just doesn’t happen.  There are some people I have hoped that 

wouldn’t die and they died.  I’m beginning to say, “God, where is 

this?  Where is this connection here?  You just said, ‘Hope won’t 

disappoint, won’t make you ashamed.”  But at the same time, I 

realized that sometimes we are disappointed when we’re hoping 

for certain things. 

 

 Here’s when I begin to see it.  Your hope has to be in God, not in 

short-term events.  Short-term events can disappoint you, but 

God never will.  Now, this is what I begin to see, when they put 

Joseph in the pit, I’m sure he hoped that he wasn’t in there, he 
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wouldn’t been delivered, but God didn’t deliver him.  So, his short-

term hope was disappointing, but his long-term hope in God was 

still intact. 

 

00:25:07 

 

 See, God was still working in his life -- I wish I have a little 

(00:25:11) to preach this, I’m about to cry.  I’m about to cry. 

 

 I am out of time.  I am out of time.  Go to AirJesus.com and we’re 

talking about, “Having Hope When Things Look Hopeless” so, you 

can still have hope.  But anyway, you can listen to message 

number 7309.  You can also email it to a friend absolutely free of 

charge.  Thank you so much for joining us here at Brothers of the 

Word because brother, you need the word. 

 

 So, our short-term, don’t confuse your hope with short-term 

disappointments with your long-term hope in God.  See, when 

Joseph was in this pit, I’m sure he hoped God would have 

delivered him, but God didn’t.  So, he was disappointed short-

term.  When his brothers sold him to the Ishmaelites, I’m sure 

Joseph was hoping that somehow, he could escape this band of 

Ishmaelites before he got down to Egypt.  But his hope was 

disappointed because his short-term, he wasn’t delivered.  And 

I’m sure when he was sold into Potiphar’s house, he was probably 

hoping that God can somehow deliver him from being a servant.  

But short-term, it didn’t happen.  His short-term hope was 

disappointed. 

 

 And then when Potiphar’s wife accused him of rape.  I’m sure that 

Joseph was hoping that God will somehow vindicate him against 

this lie, but short-term it didn’t happen, and that short-term hope 

was disappointed.  And I’m sure when they put him in jail, I’m 

sure Joseph was hoping for some type of mistrial.  I’m sure he was 

hoping that the verdict would have been thrown out, and he would 

have been released and exonerated, but his short-term hope was 

disappointed, but after a while payday, payday showed up. 

 

 And so, when it says, “Hope shall not make you ashamed.  Hope 

shall not disappoint you.”  It’s not talking about these everyday 

little events that you’re hoping for, because what you’re hoping 

for on these everyday events may not be what God want for your 

life at that time.  And so, you’re hoping against the will of God.  

And that’s why God can’t do it because you’re hoping against the 
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very will.  What if Joseph would’ve got his hope of escaping before 

he got to Egypt?  God’s people would’ve died of starvation if God 

would’ve granted his hope. 

 

 And so, what we have in our lives, we are hoping against the will 

of God.  And when it doesn’t come to pass, we get disappointed 

and we go back to that verse in Romans 5:5 and you say, “God, 

you said my hope wouldn’t disappoint me and it had, that’s 

because your hope wasn’t the will of God.”  So, God says, “Don’t 

hope in temporal events, things that you’re wishing and hoping to 

come to pass” because it may not be what God wants for you at 

that time, so don’t confuse, don’t misplace your hope.  And so, God 

says, “Put your hope in me, because even when you’re 

disappointed temporarily in these little setbacks, if your hope is 

in me, I’m still working the big picture.  I’m still working my plan 

in your life.  I’ll allow you to be sold into slavery.  I’ll allow you to 

go to jail.  I’ll allow you to be lied on and accused, but if you work 

with my plan, keep your hope in me, pretty soon you’d be the 

prince of Egypt.” 

 

 Praise God.  Praise God.  Having hope when things look hopeless.  

Having hope, having hope, having hope, having hope when things 

look hopeless.  Praise God.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

 Praise God.  I hope you enjoyed this little series on Hope just to 

raise your level of expectancy, and it puts your true hope in God.  

Don’t put it on these little temporary disappointments.  You know 

your hope has to be grounded in God, has to be grounded in God, 

and your hope has to know that God -- even though things are not 

working out like I think they should, my hope is in you and I know 

you’re working out your perfect plan and your perfect will for my 

life. 

 

00:30:10 

 

 So, even if it looks like temporarily, there are setbacks and 

temporarily there are disappointments, I can rejoice.  I can rejoice 

in the hope of my God.  I can rejoice in the hope of my God.  I can 

rejoice because I know God is still working.  He’s still working.  I 

may have to cry some tears.  I may have to go through some 

heartache, and I don’t understand why He won’t deliver me, but 

I can rejoice that I know my hope is in Him, and I know He’s 

working a plan for me.  I know He’s working on my behalf.  I know 

He’s working to bring good into my life.  If I’ll just keep my hope 
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in Him, and I’ll just keep my hope in Him.  I will keep my hope in 

Him even when things look hopeless. 

 

 Romans 5:5 is true.  “Hope maketh not ashamed.”  It’s not going 

to disappoint you when your hope is in God.  God is not going to 

disappoint you.  God is not going to disappoint you.  You may be 

disappointed short-term, but over the long haul, Joseph had to 

suffer, about 12 years the payday came, payday came.  Payday 

came.  Payday came.  And in his suffering -- and I’ll you this and 

I’ll finish.  In his sufferings, he didn’t murmur, he didn’t complain, 

he didn’t get angry with God, he walks honorably and in integrity.  

He honored God.  He served in excellence.  He was faithful 

wherever he was at the time, even though it didn’t seem fair, he 

just stayed steady on his course.  And the only way a man can do 

that, his hope had to be in God.  He was anchored, he knew he 

was connected to God, even though all he was going through, and 

so he just went on, steady as he goes, steady as he goes.  Wherever 

they put him, he prospered because his hope was in God.  His hope 

was in God.  Everything wasn’t fair, but his hope was in God and 

he knew one day, the God of all righteousness would vindicate 

him, and vindicate him He did.  Praise God.  Praise God.  Amen. 

 

Female: This ends message number 7309 by C. Elijah Bronner.  To hear 

other messages or to send this message number 7309 to a friend, 

simply go to AirJesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com.  This has 

been message number 7309.  Listen to AirJesus.com and 

TheOnlineWord.com often and keep your sprit charged up. 

 

00:33:18 
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