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Female: You are listening to AirJesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com.  This 

message is number 7311, that’s 7311.  The title of his message is 

"Developing the Character of Christ," by C. Elijah Bronner.  And 

now for the message. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  We welcome those of you joining us by way of 

television or joining us at AirJesus.com, delighted to have you join 

us today.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  We’re containing 

something we started last time about being conformed until the 

image of Christ, who God wants you to grow into and become in 

life.  We are talking about acting like Jesus and living like Jesus 

and walking like Jesus.  Amen?  Amen. 

 

 Open your Bible, if you will, open to the book of Galatians Chapter 

4.  When you get that, say, "Amen."  We'd like to read verse 19?  

Galatians 4 Verse 19.  Let’s read verse 19 together in unison.  

Ready?  Read.  My little children, of whom I travail in birth again 

until Christ be formed in you.  Let’s read that once again, this just 

one verse.  My little children, of whom I travail in birth again 

until Christ be formed in you, until Christ be formed in you. 

 

Now, this word “formed” here is a Greek word morpho.  The Greek 

word for formed there.  It actually refers to an internal change, 

something happening on the inside when there’s an internal 

change.  It’s really speaking of a change in character.  Speaking 

of a change of who you really are and is talking and alluding to 

becoming conformed to the character of Christ.  And one 

translation says this.  It says, “I’m travailing in birth until a 

likeness of Christ shall have been formed in you.” 

 

So, I just want to use as a subject, "Developing the Character of 

Christ."  Say it, ladies, “I want to develop the character of Christ.”  

And it’s very simple.  It’s simply saying that, “I want to live like 

Jesus like Jesus lived.”  This is the reason God created us so that 

we could live like Jesus.  He gave us his spirit so we that we could 

live like him.  And Jesus was our example, He was our model.  

And the wonderful thing is, He lives in us, now. 

 

And now, it’s God’s desire for Christ to come alive in us and to 

shine through us and to live out in the world in all of his full glory 

coming through his people.  I believe this the heart -- desire of 

God for us to live like Jesus in everyday life.  We tend to live like 
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Him in church but the world, I’m sad to say the world doesn’t get 

a glimpse of this Jesus.  This is one thing to talk about it.  This is 

one thing to tell people about him but as another thing to show 

people. 

 

I believe those of you who are parents, more important than 

telling your children about Jesus.  I think you have to shield them 

with Jesus.  Let them see Jesus in you.  Let them see the Christ 

likeness, the spirit of Christ alive and well and operating in your 

life.  I like this little quote we used a while ago - there was a 

gentleman, he said, “Preach the gospel wherever you go, use 

words if you have to.”  In other words, he is just saying, allow the 

Christ like spirit in the nature.  The Christ has been born into us, 

allow him to manifest through our lives, through our daily living, 

through our conduct. 

 

And so, God wants to make us appeal to the world through you.  

You are God’s billboard to the world.  He makes us appeal to the 

world.  You have to really get a hold of that because it shows you 

the importance that you have in the plan of God. 

 

00:05:02 

 

God’s plan is for you to be his advertisement, to be his sampling, 

to be his tasting in the earth.  The flavor that the world gets of 

God comes from you.  We are the flavor of God.  Hence, I’m sad to 

say the world has bad taste in his mouth because we haven’t been 

very representative of the true flavor of God. 

 

Somebody asked John.  They asked John, "Why aren’t you a 

Christian?  He said, “I’m not a Christian because Christians are 

bad.”  He said, “Christ is good but Christians are bad.”  He didn’t 

want to be a Christian.  He had nothing against Christ but as a 

Christian, he didn’t want any part of.  And this has been the taste 

with the world.  And I believe that in this day and hour that God 

wants us to manifest who Jesus is, to live like Jesus. 

 

It’s not so much the gifts of the spirit that God wants to manifest 

to the church as it is the character of the spirit.  Not the gifts, the 

character, the character.  The gifts are important but the 

character is far more important, who you are.  That’s why Apostle 

Paul in 1 Corinthians 13, he’s all these things to be done away 

with, the love never fails.  He is so much of character.  He set him 

up the character of Christ.  He said, "You’re going to have tongues 
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and you can prophesize.  You can have those gifts, but if you don’t 

have the character of who Jesus is, you don’t have a mature, godly 

character in your life, all those other things will fail.  But that’s 

the one thing that will last.  Your character is eternal.  

 

That’s why God is so concerned about us developing the character 

of Christ because everything else is temporary, but your character 

is eternal.  When you die and go on, your character goes with you.  

That’s why God has to do so much work on you before you get up 

there with that character you have right now.  And this is really 

what we’re talking about, developing the character of Christ 

because He didn’t want you up there with what you have right 

now.  So, He leaves us, the reason you're here still in the earth, 

He’s still working in.  He’s still working on your character and 

he’s still working on some things.  Aren’t you glad God left you 

here a little while so He can continue his work?  He left us here a 

little while so that He can continue working on it, and I believe 

it's a life-long work. 

 

He has to work on us until Jesus -- this is really what the Bible 

says.  The Bible says, He is going to work on us until Jesus return.  

And then, when Jesus return, either if we go to heaven first or if 

Jesus return first, then the Bible says, we’ll be just like Him.  We 

will see Him as He is.  So, whatever is not finished in your 

character development at that time, then God is supernaturally 

coming in and finish the world then we’ll be just like Him.  But 

up until that point, God’s working on us.  Turn to your neighbor 

and say, "God is working us out.  Turn to your neighbor and say, 

"He's still working on me."  But he wants to develop the character 

price in our lives. 

 

I like Ephesians, this is actually in the message bible, but you 

don’t have to turn that, this is the message translation of 

Ephesians Chapter 4 Verse 22-23.  It says, “Take on an entirely 

new way of life.  A God-fashioned life.  A life renewed from the 

inside and working itself into your conduct as God accurately 

reproduces His character in you.”  And so, this life is new life.  It 

says take on this new life as in you and allow it to affect your conduct, 

and allow God to accurately reproduce His character in you.  And 

so, we allow the world to see the character of God by our attitude 

and by our actions.  Our attitude and our actions display the 

character of God to the world. 
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I heard a story of a woman; she was in her car and somebody cut 

in front of her and this woman just ranting and raving and yelling 

and screaming and cursing and so forth.  And the policeman was 

behind her and he forwarded up to and end up arresting her.  And 

later on, he said, “Ma’am, I apologize.”  He said, “I thought the car 

was stolen because you have a Christian bumper sticker on the 

back of your car. 

 

00:10:03 

 

 And when I saw the way you behave; I thought the car was 

absolutely was stolen.  Now, I don’t know if that’s a true story on 

that.  But this is how we let the character of Christ be made and 

manifest to the world through our actions and through our daily 

attitude.  This is how you live every day.  It’s how you live.  It’s 

not the Christianity we put on on Sunday morning, but it’s how 

you live every day.  It’s how you live every day.  So, he wants His 

life to permeate our lives in every aspect of our lives, and His life 

to be made manifest through us. 

 

Remember, we covered last week Romans 8, 29.  It says that we 

are predestined to be molded into the image of His son.  We are 

predestined to be molded to the image of His son.  In Colossians 

1, 27 says, “Christ in you, the hope of glory”.  The hope of the glory 

of God is Christ be manifest in you.  That’s the hope.  That’s God’s 

hope.  The hope of the glory of God is Christ may manifest in you.  

Christ manifest in our everyday lives.  I noticed that translation 

says we are predestined to be molded into the image of His son, 

and in our opening text, I noticed the word formed.  So, Christ be 

formed in you, molded into his image, formed in you. 

 

Another translation talks about us being shaped in the image of 

Christ and fashioned after his likeness.  And so, when I heard all 

of these words; formed, molded, shaped, fashioned, to me, it 

describes the clay and the potter, that God is the potter and we 

are the clay and we are in his hands.  And now, I know what he 

is tying to a make out of us.  I knew we were the clay, I knew He 

is the potter, but I didn’t know what he was trying to make.  Now, 

I know.  He is trying to mold us and fashioned us and likened us 

and formed us into the image of his son.  Now, you know what 

he’s trying to do in your life.  I didn’t know what the potter was 

doing.  I knew he was making something but I wasn’t quite sure.  

Now, it’s crystal clear.  He is forming us. He is working on us. 
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And some of us say as we're looking in his heart and he has to put 

extreme pressure and force to get that.  And sometimes He has to 

use some tremendous force to press the lumps out of this clay.  

Some of this clay is rebellious, don’t want to act right.  Some of it 

is dry and brittle, and it’s hard to manage and you wonder why 

you go through so much in life.  Maybe you’re just a clay in the 

potter’s hand and He is trying to mold and fashion and form and 

shape you into the image of his son.  He is not going to let up.  The 

potter is going to continue to do his job.  Now, you determine how 

long it's going to take and how easy it's going to be, but the potter 

is going to do his job. 

 

He is going to keep mashing and molding and applying press.  He 

is going to do what He has to do to get you into the image of His 

son, Christ Jesus. The very reason that you exist is to be 

conformed to His image, to become like Him.  And so, He is 

molding us and shaping us into the image of Christ.  Now, 

understand that He's not just trying to make us good vessels or 

useful -- He is trying to make us in the image of Christ, just like 

His son, just like His son. 

 

I noticed that there are primarily five things that God uses to 

develop our character, to develop us into the character of Christ.  

Primarily five things and maybe some other things, but these are 

the five primary things that God uses to develop our character, to 

develop us in the character of Christ.  Number one, He uses his 

word.  From his word, we’re getting his laws and his truth and his 

precepts.  We see the example of Christ in the word and we see 

how He lived.  We see how he conducted himself, how he behaved 

and we understand our admonitions from God’s word. 

 

00:15:01 

 

 And so, He uses His word.  He uses His word as a way to shape 

our character and develop our character.  Number two, He uses 

his spirt.  He’s in us.  He sends the spirit in us and so now, it’s 

just a matter of allowing his spirit to live through us.  He is in us 

and now He wants to live through us.  So, He uses his spirit to 

lead us and to nudge us and His spirit is there.  All the while, His 

spirit is there trying to conform us, to develop the character of 

Christ in us. 

 

 Number three, He uses the church.  He uses the church because 

the church is an atmosphere of Godly people and Godly 
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instruction and at church, we can admonish one another.  We can 

encourage one another, we can support.  So, when we see 

somebody that’s falling off, we can encourage and support and 

pick them back up and we can pray with them and we can help 

them along their journey and in their lives.  And so, God uses 

church as a mechanism for developing the character of Christ 

because of the support system.  The people of God and the prayer 

and the encouragement and the word of God going from the 

atmosphere and that the whole family of God coming together.  

And so, that’s why the bible says forsake not the assembly of 

yourselves together.  So, there’s development of our character and 

are assembling ourselves through the church. 

 

 Number four and number five, God develops our character.  He 

develops a character of Christ in us through difficult people and 

difficult circumstances.  See, difficult people and difficult 

circumstances, that’s the perfect atmosphere to practice 

Christlikeness.  See, you got to have somewhere to practice.  If 

there were no difficult people and no difficult circumstances, you 

aren't having a practice.  You got to have somewhere to practice.  

And so, people are praying, “God, give me out of this mess," but 

you don’t understand He has you in that mess because He's 

working on your character.  He's not going to change that mess 

until He changes you.  It’s you He’s after.  It’s your character that 

He’s after.  See, while you’re in that mess, you're going to begin to 

see your character flaws and impurities are going to come to light 

in your character. 

 

 And so, God will leave you, He will leave you right there in these 

bad circumstances until you begin to develop the character of 

Christ.  He uses these circumstances.  Somebody asked the 

silversmith; how do you know when the silver is pure and the 

silversmith responded, he said, “I hold the metal in the fire until 

I can see my reflection in it then I know it’s pure."  And so, God 

holds you in the fire of your circumstances while He is working on 

your character.  So, He's burning out all of the impurities in your 

character, all of the shortcomings in your character.  Because 

while you’re in trouble, you got to learn to pray.  You got to learn 

to call on his name.  You got to seek His face.  And He's going to 

burn some mess out of your lives. 

 

You got to have to rid yourself of some impurities when you’re in 

trouble because you don’t have a choice.  You got to call on God.  

You have to depend on God.  You got to trust in God and so God 
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will use you right then because He purges something in your 

character.  He is getting your character saved.  And so, that’s why 

God didn’t just clean up all the mess we get ourselves in because 

He has to work on your character.  He needs that mess for you to 

practice in.  You got to have some to practice in. 

 

 He then fixed all situation because He leaves you, because He is 

working and you’re looking like God once you work on this stuff.  

God said, “No, I’m working on you.  Once I get you straight, the 

stuff can take care of itself.  See, that’s the character of Christ.  

See, Christ was never bothered by the stuff around him.  He is 

always at peace no matter when the storm rolls upon the ship, He 

will sleep.  When the multitude run out of food and disciples 

wanted to feed them, there was no food, Jesus suddenly said, "You 

feed them." 

 

00:20:04 

 

 See, if you notice, He was always at peace.  He was never desert, 

never stressed out.  He was always at peace.  So, this is the 

character of Christ.  This is the part of character of Christ that 

we need to develop in our lives.  So, God had put you in 

circumstances and in trouble to see how you will respond, to see 

how you will respond.  There are times He will leave you in there 

to see if you’ll trust Him.  He’ll leave you there just to see if You 

trust him.  Look at Job.  Job was in his situation because God 

said, “Have you considered my servant, Job?”  And Job was in that 

situation just to see what he would do.  Just to see how he will 

respond.  Just to see what his character was really made out of. 

 

And so, our testing and our circumstances, it reveals, it really 

reveals the true color of our characters.  Do you really trust him?  

Do you really trust him?  And so, God, I'm going to leave him in 

the fire and I will see how they respond.  I will see if they all trust 

me.  And so, we have this test.  We have all these things.  And so 

God uses difficult circumstances.  He uses difficult -- some people 

wonder, you might have a difficult boss and you’re been praying 

"Jesus, deliver me out of this -- God, fire him.  Get rid of -- " and 

God is not thinking about your little prayer, because God has that 

difficult person there to work on your character. 

 

 He wants to see how are you’re going to relate.  God maybe trying 

to teach you how to love your enemies.  So, how He's going to teach 

you that if you’re praying to get rid of the enemy.  So, God leads 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5681


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/731 

us with difficult people, and these people are like -- they are like 

sandpaper.  They’re grating against us but notice what God is 

doing while they’re grating against you.  He is smoothing out all 

the rough edge.  He is using difficult people to smooth out.  He is 

smoothing out all the rough edges in your character.  He is 

smoothing them out, just smoothing them out. 

 

God will often test you where you have weaknesses in your 

character.  You have a character problem with patience, God 

caused you to always be in a situation where there is taking a long 

time, be around people’s service as just long, be delayed in traffic. 

He wants to see how’s your character going to handle the 

situation.  It tests you right away your weak -- You have a 

character weakness with jealousy.  God will cause (00:22:48) 

around you to stop prospering.  They’ll start driving new cars and 

getting new houses and you prosper them just to see how you’re 

going to take it. 

 

So, he’ll test you right where your character is the weakest and 

you will find when you're in these situations, impurities in your 

character will come to light and then you can say, “God, deliver 

me out of this or get rid of this person."  Your prayer will now 

become, “God, make me more like you, make me more like you."   

My prayer now is, "What is it you want me to learn in this 

situation?  What is it you’re trying to teach me here?  What is it 

you want me to learn?  What is it you want me to get a hold of 

here?  God, I want to be more like you.  Teach me to be Christ like 

in this situation dealing with this people.  I want to be in your 

image, and after your likeness.  I want you to live through me. 

 

And so, God uses difficult people and difficult situations to 

develop a character of Christ in our lives.  We’re out of time, thank 

you all so much for joining us.  I would like you to go to 

AirJesus.com and you can listen to this message, "Developing the 

Character of Christ, message number 7311.  You can also email it 

to a friend absolutely free of charge.  We thank you so much for 

joining us here at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need 

the word. 

 

 Praise God.  Begin to be aware of the adversities and challenges 

in your life and test in your life, when people test your patience 

and things, test different characters, issues in your life.  Be aware 

that your character is always on trial, it's always on trial.  And be 

resolved(ph) to be conformed to the image of Christ.  To let Christ 
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live in you and through you until we become just like Him as one 

of these days when we see Him, we’ll see Him as He is and we will 

be just like Him.  Praise God, Amen.  Amen. 

 

Female: This ends message number 7311 by C. Elijah Bronner.  To hear 

other messages or to send this message number 7311 to a friend, 

simply go to AirJesus.com and TheOnLineWord.com.  This has 

been message number 7311.  Listen to AirJesus.com and 

TheOnLineWord.com often and keep your spirit charged up. 
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