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Automated Voice: You are listening to AirJesus.com and TheOnLineWord.com.  

This message is number 7310.  That’s 7310.  The title of this 

message is “Overcoming Obstacles” by C. Elijah Bronner.  And 

now for the message. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  Amen.  Praise God.  We welcome those of you 

joining us by television and those of you joining us at 

AirJesus.com.  Certainly, delighted to have you.  Stay tuned to 

today’s message.  Do you ever have things that hinder you from 

doing the things that you know you should be doing or becoming 

that person that you should become, well if you do, I want you to 

stay tuned to today’s message. 

 

 Open your Bibles if you will over to the gospel of Mark, gospel of 

Mark Chapter 2.  The gospel of Mark Chapter 2 and we’ll actually 

ready verses 1 through 12.  The gospel of Mark chapter 2 and we 

can read verse 1 through 12 together in unison.  When you get 

there, say amen. 

 

 And again he entered into Capernaum, after some days; and it 

was noised that he was in the house.  And straightway many were 

gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive 

them, no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the 

word unto them.  And they come unto him, bringing one sick of 

the palsy, which was borne or carried of four.  And when they 

could not come nigh or near unto him for the press or the crowd, 

they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken 

it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay.  

When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, 

Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.  But there were certain of the 

scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts,  Why doth this 

man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?  

And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so 

reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye 

these things in your hearts?  Whether is it easier to say to the sick 

of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take 

up thy bed, and walk?  But that ye may know that the Son of man 

hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the 

palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way 

into thine house.  And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and 

went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, 

and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion.” 
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 Never saw it like this.  And I want you to focus in on Verse 2, 

Chapter 2 Verse 2 that there were so many people gathered 

together in the house there in verse 2.  There was no room to get 

in the house, not even around the door.  You couldn’t even stand 

in the door.  You know sometimes how when the church is 

crowded and or if you have some event and it’s crowded, you can 

at least stand in the door and look in.  It was so crowded you 

couldn’t even stand by the door.  You can’t even get in the door. 

 

 And then in Verse 4, and when they could not come near him for 

the crowd, they uncovered the roof where he was and when they 

had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the 

palsy lay.  And I just want to use that as a subject, “Overcoming 

obstacle.”  Overcoming obstacles.  Overcoming obstacles, and 

there are some powerful things that God speaks to us from this 

account here in Mark Chapter 2. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 Overcoming obstacles, overcoming obstacles.  This paralytic man 

and his friends, they gave new meaning to the term raise the roof.  

They were literally raising the roof.  You all thought that was a 

modern term, but no, this was in Bible days, they were raising the 

roof.  But I believe God uses this account to say some things, some 

very powerful things into our lives today and he lets us know that 

anytime you undertake anything worthwhile, anything 

significant, anything of value, there will always be obstacles in 

your way.  I don’t care what it is you’re undertaking, if you’re 

going to start a business.  You’re going to have obstacles.  If you’re 

trying to raise a family, you’re going to have obstacles.  If you 

want a happy marriage, there are going to be obstacles.  If you’re 

sick and trying to get well, there are going to be obstacles.  I don’t 

care what the endeavor is, but in its time, you’re trying to do 

something significant, something of value. 

 

 Something of greatness.  There is always going to be obstacles in 

your way.  And I believe God gives us this account to let us know 

that not everything is going to be conveniently laid out in front of 

you.  You’re not going to have just an easy way to success all the 

time.  Sometimes, you’re going to show up and you can’t get in.  

there’s going to be an obstacle.  There’s going to be a problem, and 

so I believe this account tells us that it takes a determination that 

it takes a perseverance, it takes hard work before you break 

through.  Notice, they were breaking up this roof.  That’s a sign 
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of breakthrough.  Before you get your breakthrough, it’s going to 

take some determination, it’s going to take some perseverance, 

and it’s going to take some hard work. 

 

 When they were breaking up that roof, they were working.  Those 

shingles didn’t just fall off, those things were matted together, 

stuck together, and seamed in together.  They had to work, they 

had to work before breakthrough came in their life.  And so, God 

simply -- I believe God locked into this account that not 

everything is going to be easy.  There are going to be some things 

you have to endure, some things you have to go through.  God 

wants you to have some intuitiveness in your life to be able not 

just to pack up your bag and go home when things get tough.  He 

wants you to be able to overcome obstacles that come in your 

pathway before you reach any type of success in your life. 

 

 And I believe that this account says to us that sometimes when 

there is no way, you have to find a way.  You have to find a way.  

When there is no way.  See, God is the God who makes a way 

when there is no way.  There is no way.  They couldn’t get in 

through the front door.  There was no way in.  There was no way 

in.  There was no way in, but God has said, I will make a way 

when there is no way.  And so, when there is no way, you have to 

find a way, you have to find a way.  And I believe here is some 

very practical things God is saying.  God is saying you have to 

think, that’s a scary word.  You have to think. 

 

 Thinking is a rare commodity.  People don’t like to think.  People 

just show up and say, well, there was nothing we can do.  They 

didn’t have any way out of it.  They didn’t have any there, well 

they’re not taking applications.  You’re not thinking.  Well there 

are no good men out there.  I went over there, I’ve been to the ark, 

I didn’t see any men at the ark. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 You’re not thinking, and so God is saying if there’s not a way find 

a way.  Think.  Be creative.  Be creative.  Be resourceful.  Be 

resourceful.  Use your resources.  Be creative.  Here’s something 

he says to us, be willing to take some risks.  It was a risk going 

up to that roof. 

 

 Number one, they could have killed him on the way up there.  

There were risks.  Be willing to take some risks.  Here’s something 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7312


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7312 

I like to holy spirit said to me, he said, don’t be afraid to set 

precedence.  Maybe nobody has ever done it that way before.  

Nobody had ever been healed through a hole in the roof before.  

But he allowed God to birth something in his life where he set 

precedence. 

 

 He may want you to be the first ones to do this.  And so, don’t be 

afraid to set precedence.  I believe it had to be the spirit of God 

that gave them the ingenuity and the idea to come in through the 

roof.  Nobody had ever done that.  Nobody had ever seen that.  

Nobody had ever heard of that, but when there was no way, I 

believe when they begin to think and use creativity and ingenuity, 

I believe the Holy Spirit directed them, gave them an idea that 

nobody ever thought of. 

 

 Don’t put the limit on God just because you’ve never seen it done 

a certain way.  God can give you a whole fresh way nobody has 

ever thought of.  Nobody has ever seen before.  Never heard.  Don’t 

be afraid to set precedence.  Don’t quit at the first sign of trouble.  

Don’t give up easy.  Don’t make excuses.  They could have easily 

said, “Well, the house is full.  We can’t even get to the door.  We 

won’t be able to see Jesus.  We tried, we came, but that is not 

going to happen for us.”  And they could have gone home.  No, God 

is showing us here in this account that there are going to be 

rejections in your life.  There are going to be disappointments.  

There are going to be times when you miss it.  Times when you 

fail. 

 

 I was reading an account, you heard Pastor Nathaniel when he 

was talking about be prepared on Sunday. He talked about the 

Honda story.  How many times that Honda started and thing after 

thing just collapsed on it.  Just couldn’t get the business off the 

ground, but after a while because of perseverance, because he was 

determined and he overcame obstacles, Honda is today what it is 

today.  Well that’s very similar. 

 

 I read other automobile makers went through the same thing.  

Henry Ford, I read some say he went bankrupt twice.  His first 

two manufacturing automobile manufacturing plants went 

bankrupt, but his third one was a huge success.  His third one 

was a huge success.  And so, people fail, people fail.  I read 

something interesting, Dr. Seuss, or the author of the children’s 

books, Dr. Seuss, we grew up reading.  Well, Dr. Seuss was turned 

down by 20 something publishers, nobody would publish his book 
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because they said that no one would buy a book by an author 

named Seuss. 

 

 But Dr. Seuss didn’t let that obstacle stop him.  He kept going, he 

kept going and Dr. Seuss ended up getting a publisher, ending up 

selling millions and millions of copies over the years.  And so, 

there are going to be disappointments.  There are going to be 

rejections.  There are going to be some things that we face that 

are an inconvenience, an inconvenience in our lives.  You know 

we’ve gotten so used to everything being so convenient.  Society is 

you know, it’s not our fault because society is geared towards 

convenience.  They’re geared towards convenience. 

 

 I read some interesting things, let me read some of these things 

to you.  Not only do we now have drive-through restaurants, 

which is a convenience.  We have convenience stores, we even now 

have drive-through pharmacies, we have drive-through dry 

cleaners. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 Isn’t that convenient?  You don’t even have to get out your car, 

just pull up and blow the horn.  See everything is convenient, see 

society is giving everything for speed and convenience.  I read this 

in Las Vegas, they have drive through wedding chapels.  You don’t 

have to get out of the car to get married.  Just pull up and blow 

the horn.  Say your I do’s and now how is that for inconvenience?  

That’s convenient.  You don’t even have to get up to get married. 

 

 Here’s the one that got me, in LA, there is a drive-through 

mortuary.  For your convenience.  They stick your deceased loved 

one in the window.  And you drive up, pay your respects and pull 

on off.  It saves you time, they say this saves you time and it saves 

you from having to get dressed.  I think that’s just going too far.  

People are too lazy; they go in and pay their respects.  But here’s 

something I want you to get that how many times in our lives we 

fail to do what it takes because it’s inconvenient.  We fail to do 

what it takes because it’s inconvenient.  It’s inconvenience to get 

up early in the morning and read your Bible and pray, that’s an 

inconvenience. 

 

 It is not convenient to love an enemy.  That’s an inconvenience.  

It’s not convenient to visit the sick.  That’s an inconvenience.  It’s 

not convenient to help somebody.  That’s why the man who was 
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laid on that road to Jericho, that’s why he laid there so long.  It 

wasn’t convenient to get involved with that and help him.  How 

many of you all have seen stranded motorist and you just kept -- 

not only did you keep going you sped up as you went by.  That’s 

an inconvenience.  Do you know what that would cost me to get 

involved with that?  And so, we don’t want an inconvenience.  We 

don’t want to inconvenience ourselves and so how many things do 

we fail to do in life that’s an inconvenience but is really things 

that we should be when we have to do what it takes to do it, to 

make it? 

 

 We fail to do those things because it is an inconvenience.  And so, 

this lesson here about this paralyzed man being raised up on the 

roof is saying that in order to receive God’s best in your life, 

they’re going to have to be some inconvenient things you have to 

do.  You would have the inconvenience to yourself to lay hold of 

the promises of God in your life, your destiny, your future.  Your 

dreams, your aspirations, your goal, your success, your happiness, 

your health, your joy.  Anything that’s worthwhile having you 

have to inconvenience yourself.  That’s why a lot of people, they 

don’t go back to school to better themselves.  Its an inconvenience.  

And so, everything that’s an inconvenience you find very few 

people doing it. 

 

 At our company, we had a benefit where we pay people’s 

education if they decided to go back to school.  And we have a 

company of over 250 employees, and out of those 250 employees, 

we had about three people who chose to do that.  So, it didn’t cost 

us very much because folks wouldn’t do it.  It was an 

inconvenience, but notice what the inconvenience was.  It was to 

better them.  So, how many times in life we don’t do whatever it 

takes because it’s an inconvenience?  And I want you to know this, 

I’d rather be inconvenient and receive a miracle than complacent 

and lose a blessing. 

 

 You have to do some inconvenient things, turn to your neighbors, 

you have to do some inconvenient things.  If you want to do some 

great things in life, you want to go to some great places in life, you 

have to do some inconvenient things.  It was but one man who got 

healed in that house meeting, it was the one man who did 

something inconvenient.  One man did something inconvenient, 

that was inconvenient, but one man did it and so you know God 

paints that picture in this so beautifully for us to know that you’re 

going to be rejected, there are going to be disappointments.  He is 
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simply saying that when the door is shut, try the roof.  Try the 

roof.  Try the roof.  There are other ways, find a way.  Be creative, 

use your God given savvy to find a way. 

 

00:20:02 

 

 What do you mean you can’t make it?  What do you mean they’re 

hiring?  Create a job.  One man told me he was down and he said 

nobody is hiring me out there.  I say hire yourself.  I said hire 

yourself.  I said put yourself in a situation where they have to hire 

you.  I said go there and start working free and be the best worker 

they have and I guarantee you, they’ll put you on payroll.  They 

can’t fire you if you’re working free.  What are they going to do?  

If you’re there and you’re the best employee and you’re working 

free, they can’t fire you.  See, you have to be creative, you have to 

use -- I just put some ideas in his head, do something.  Create 

something. 

 

 Find a way, don’t just be resolved to saying that I’m sick, and I 

have to stay sick or I’m broke and I have to stay broke or I’m not 

happy in my marriage and I have to stay unhappy in my 

marriage, or I can’t do anything with my children and I have to 

just raise them this way, no.  God is saying use your God given 

creativity and I’ll work with you; I’ll show you a way when you 

think there’s no way.  I’ll show you a way.  I’ll show you a way.  

What does he say to us in this account?  He says that not 

everything is going to be conveniently laid out for you.  That you 

have to be flexible.  You have to be willing to adjust.  You have to 

be willing to do whatever it takes.  Be open to ideas.  Look for 

ideas.  Sit down and get quiet and think.  Allow yourself to think.  

Companies are looking for thinkers. 

 

 Employers love people who can think because these are the people 

who will eventually be managers and owners.  If you can think, 

I’m telling you it’s a rare commodity.  Be able to think, to be able 

to think.  Think, think.  Don’t wait on somebody to have to tell 

you everything.  Every little step.  No, be a self-starter, take 

initiative.  Think.  Use your head.  Use your head and look for 

divine ideas.  Divine strategies.  And some of these things may be 

unconventional.  But maybe it’s time for something 

unconventional.  Maybe the conventional things are not working.  

Find a way.  Here’s something I like in the story.  Don’t worry 

about what other people think will say. 
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 Think about the ridicule they had to face going up to the roof and 

not to mention that now, you have people looking at them, look at 

these fools.  Everyone looks, look at these fools.  There are five 

fools right there.  That folk is going down (00:23:04) he got IV 

going up his vein -- look at the ridicule.  When they started 

breaking the roof up, and they were tearing somebody’s roof up.  

“You’re tearing the roof up.”  They didn’t care what people thought 

or what people said.  Here’s another point, the man was 

paralyzed, paralyzed, paralysis represents fear.  Fear paralyzes 

you.  Keeps you from doing anything.  Even though he was 

paralyzed it didn’t stop him.  It didn’t stop him. 

 

 Here’s another key, people will help you and you have to be 

willing to help people.  People will help you but you have to be 

willing to help people.  Here’s another key, he chose carefully his 

associations even though he was paralyzed.  The man he was with 

were healthy and strong.  He didn’t hang around other paralyzed 

people.  He was with people who were in great shape.  Praise God.  

Praise God.  Thank God for his word.  Thank God.  Give God a 

hand for his word.  Amen.  Praise God.  Praise God. 

 

 We are out of time.  Those of you watching by the television, you 

can go to AirJesus.com and you can listen to this message, 

Overcoming Obstacles.  Message number 7312.  You can listen to 

it free of charge and you can also email it to a friend absolutely 

free of charge.  But thank you so much for joining us here today 

at Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the word. 

 

Automated Voice: This ends message number 7310 by C. Elijah Bronner.  To hear 

other messages or to send this message number 7310 to a friend 

simply go to AirJesus.com and TheOnLineWord.com.  This has 

been message number 7310.  Listen to AirJesus.com and 

TheOnLineWord.com often and keep your spirit charged up. 
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