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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! 
 
Amen, praise God. We welcome those of you who are joining us by television, joining 
us at AirJesus.com. Stay tuned to today’s message. We have been talking about 
encouragement for the last couple of weeks, and we are going to finish that and 
culminate that today. But I want you to know that if you want more joy in your life 
and if you want more happiness in your life, this is one of the most powerful ways to 
bring it into your life, because when you cheer someone else up, you cheer yourself 
up. We are talking about the power of encouragement, so stay tuned to today’s 
message. 
 
Open your Bibles, if you will, over to the Book of Proverbs, Chapter 25. There is one 
little verse that is so befitting of this subject that I just want to read one verse, and 
we can all read it together in unison. Proverbs, Chapter 25 and Verse 11, when you 
get there say amen. Let’s read Verse 11 together in unison. Ready? Read:  “A word 
fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.” Read it once again:  “A word 
fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.” 
 
I just want to use as a subject today “Apples of Gold.” Here in this verse, he is 
talking about encouragement as we are finishing this series on encouragement, and 
he speaks of encouragement in terms of precious metals. He uses these precious 
metals, conveying the thought of value and worth and treasure. So when we 
encourage someone, we are able to bring so much value and worth to a person’s life. 
We can bring out the treasure that they have on the inside of them, simply by 
encouragement. We can bring value and worth to a person’s life, and we bring out 
the treasure that is in them. 
 
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 4:7 that we have this treasure in earthen vessels 
and so all of us, everyone on Earth, has treasure inside. There is something inside. 
Sometimes you’ve got to dig for it. Sometimes a person does not even realize it is 
there, but there is treasure inside of every person on Earth. So that is why he uses 
the symbolism that words fitly spoken are like apples of gold in pictures of silver. 
He is using symbolisms of treasure, of value, of worth. There is value, there is 
worth, in everyone. There is treasure in everyone. We could use this encouragement 
to bring it out, to draw out the value and the worth and the treasure that is on the 
inside of the each and every person. We can bring it out through encouragement, 
apples of gold. 
 
I like this definition of “encouragement.” “Encouragement” is “support that inspires 
confidence.” So when you encourage someone, you are giving support that inspires 
confidence in them. Encouragement gives the capacity to empower. You empower 
someone. You enrich someone. You energize someone. You edify someone. You 
elevate someone. You cause someone to excel and exceed their own limitations. 
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When we encourage, we draw out the potential that is in others. I read a saying 
that says, “Encouragement is the oxygen of the soul.” So we give life, we literally 
breathe life, into a person’s being, into their dreams, into their psyche, into their 
esteem. We breathe life and we lift them through the power of encouragement. We 
draw out the potential that is in others. 
 
I read a very interesting story about encouragement drawing out the potential that 
is in others. I want to take a moment and read it to you:  “A banker always tossed a 
coin in the cup of a legless beggar who sat on the street outside the bank. But unlike 
most people, the banker would always insist on getting one of the pencils the man 
had beside him. ’You are a merchant,’ the banker would say, ‘and I always expect to 
receive good value from merchants I do business with.’  
 
“One day, the legless man was not on the sidewalk. Time passed and the banker 
forgot about him until he walked into a public building, and there in the concessions 
sat the former beggar. He was obviously the owner of his own small business now. ‘I 
have always hoped you might come by someday,’ the man said. ’You are largely 
responsible for me being here. You kept telling me that I was a merchant. I started 
thinking of myself that way instead of a beggar receiving gifts. I started selling 
pencils, lots of them. You gave me self-respect. You caused me to look at myself 
differently.’” 
 
See, this is the apple of gold. He put words, he put value, he drew treasure out of a 
man who did not know what was in him. He drew out his potential. 

 
Encouragement allows us to believe in people, because most people do not believe in 
themselves. Someone said, “In life, it is not what you are that holds you back. It is 
what you think you are not.” So when we encourage someone, we are able to speak 
life into their self-image. Psychologists have said that you perform in a way that is 
consistent with the image you have of yourself. You cannot rise any higher than the 
image you have of yourself. The way you see yourself is the way you will perform. 
The way you see yourself is the way you will live. So what encouragement allows us 
to do is to speak to the self-image. It allows us to raise the self-image of people. 
When we raise their self-image, when we show them a greater vision of themselves, 
they are able to rise to the image that we showed them. 

 
So we can change that people see themselves. That man no longer saw himself as a 
worthless beggar, he saw himself as a merchant! Because he saw himself as a 
merchant, he rose to being a merchant. You will only rise as high as you see. The 
image that you have of yourself, you cannot rise above it. So when we encourage 
people, we speak directly to their image. We speak directly to their self-esteem. We 
speak directly to the treasure that is on the inside of them. 
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Apples of gold, there is treasure. There is worth. There is value in every person, and 
God has placed us here to be the encouragers who draw it out. Can you see this 
picture now? Can you see this picture? 

 
There was a university football coach who each year would privately talk to a new 
player at the beginning of the football season. He would say to him, “I am very 
impressed with your ability. If you work really hard this year, I think you are good 
enough to make it to the NFL.” He told this to every player on the team. 
 
Guess what happened? This university ended up with the highest percentage of 
players to go to the NFL. Why do you think that happened? Because that was a 
coach who was speaking directly to their self-image, who was encouraging, who was 
giving them a higher image of themselves than even what they could see 
themselves. When he increased their own self-image, they rose. You will rise to the 
image you have of yourself! You will rise! You will rise to the image that you have of 
yourself. 
 
People will rise to our level of expectation. You’ve got to give people a reputation to 
uphold. You’ve got to call them something, even when they are not, and they will 
rise to the level of what you are calling them. Why do you think God told Abraham 
that he was the father of many nations, and he did not even have one child? God 
spoke to his self-image. God said, “If I can get him to see himself as a father, he will 
eventually rise to the level I call him.” So God never speaks to us where we are; God 
always speaks to us according to the treasure that is on the inside of us! He always 
speaks to us according to that treasure. 
 
There was a great philosopher who said, “I never see people the way they are, 
because if I do that, they will stay there. I always treat them the way they could be, 
and that is the way they will become.” That is what God does. God treats us the way 
that we could be. He gives us a reputation to uphold. He changes our self-image. He 
changes how we view ourselves, and when He raises how we view ourselves, we are 
able to rise. We are able to rise to that expectation, because God believes in us. 
 
I want you to know, God believes in you more than you believe in yourself! So God 
always speaks to us according to that treasure that is on the inside of us. 
 
Now, when God showed up to Gideon, Gideon was a coward. Gideon was literally 
hiding out from the Midianites so they would not see him. Gideon had gotten down 
in a hole, and he as hiding. So the angel of the Lord shows up and says, “Hey, you 
mighty man of valor.” Look at what God is doing. God is speaking not to where he 
is;  God is speaking according to what he could be. So God says, “You mighty man of 
valor.” One translation says, “You mighty man of fearless courage.” Gideon was 
afraid. Gideon was timid. He was fearful. He felt unable. He felt insignificant. He 
felt weak. But when God saw him, God saw him as strong. God saw him as 
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courageous. God saw him as competent. God saw him with boldness and enough 
confidence to be able to lead His people. God saw him as a leader. 
 
Notice how Gideon saw himself. He saw himself as insignificant, unworthy, unable. 
God said the exact opposite:  “You are worthy, you are able, you are talented, you 
are gifted. There is something in you. I will use you. You are a great leader.” God 
was speaking to his self-esteem. And guess what? Gideon rose to that image.  
 
So I began to see something. No wonder that Bible says to us:  “Let the weak say, I 
am strong.” God is re-engineering the image you have. I do not care if you are weak. 
God says begin seeing yourself strong. That is why God calls us “more than 
conquerors.” We may be getting conquered, but God calls us more than a conqueror. 
See, God is always speaking to our self-image, because He knows we will eventually 
rise. If we ever line up to the way He sees us and we start seeing ourselves the way 
He sees us, we will eventually rise to their level. 
 
So God does not say, “You little weak thing.” God says, “You are more than a 
conqueror.” God says, “You are an overcomer.” God says, “You are victorious.” God 
says, “You are the head and not the tail.” God says, “You are above and not 
beneath.” God says, “You are lender and not a borrower.” You may as broke as 
Cooter Brown; but God does not call you broke. God calls you a lender. See, God is 
speaking to your self-esteem, because if you can ever see yourself as a lender, “I am 
no longer just trying to make it. I am no longer just trying to pay my bills. I am no 
longer just trying to have enough. I now have the image that I am a lender. Now, in 
order for me to be a lender, it means I’ve got to be loaded. I’ve got to be loaded to be 
a lender.” 
 
So God is speaking to your self-image, because if you can start seeing yourself the 
way He sees you, you will eventually rise. This is what encouragement does: 
encouragement grabs us where we are, and it raises us to where we could be. So 
encouragement speaks to that treasure that is on the inside of these earthen 
vessels. Encouragement calls those things what that be not as though they were. 
That is why when you are sick, God says you are well, because even when you are 
sick, if you can see yourself well, you will eventually rise to that level. Folks, you 
will rise to whatever level you see yourself at. Whatever yourself-image is, that is 
where you will rise to. 
 
A lot of people do not have anything, because they have a self-image of never having 
anything. Their background is never having anything. “I came out of nothing. I 
never had anything. My mama never had anything. My daddy did not have 
anything. My grandma did not have anything. So my image is, I will never have 
anything, and so I cannot rise above that because I am fixated with this image!” 
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So what encouragement does is, it changes that image. It speaks to that treasure 
that is really in you. It speaks to the value, to the worth, to the treasure. Apples of 
gold is in you. So what encouragement does is, it speaks to the inside of you, and 
you rise. People rise to our level of expectation. 
 
So you’ve got to challenge people with your expectation. Do not call people where 
they are, no, challenge them. Those who are married, do not belittle your husband. 
That is the reason he is not doing anything, because he is rising to exactly what you 
are calling him. So if you want him to rise higher, you have to walk in there, even 
though he is in there in a teeshirt with holes on it, scratching his back with a big 
bowl of popcorn and watching the football game, you have to walk in there and say, 
“You mighty man of valor. Good God Almighty! What manner of man are you? I tell 
you, you are good-looking. I tell you, you are creative. You are a genius. You make 
things happen. You are a mover and a shaker. I am just glad to be under such a 
man with a kind of anointing, with the vision, with the work ethic, with the 
business principles that you have. I am just thankful to God to be in your 
household!” 
 
See, you are going to have to change that vision. You have to change that self-
image. Don’t you know that man will start straightening up? He will start 
straightening up in that chair. You speak to where you want him to go! Speak to 
where you want him to go! 
 
I grew up in a home where my mother did this. One of the reasons my father was so 
great is because my mother always built him. She always built his image. Even 
when they did not have much, my mother would always tell him how great he was. 
When my father would leave home, he would leave home 10 feet tall because of the 
encouragement coming from his wife. Whenever they faced trials, she always stood 
and told him how great he was, how well he was doing, and he rose to the level. She 
shaped his self-image. 
 
So you are wondering why you are having trouble in your home, why your kids are 
not doing anything? What are you calling them? What are you saying to them? You 
have to raise their level of self-esteem. They have to see better of themselves before 
they can ever do better. 
 
People rise to our level of expectation. You have to give them a reputation to uphold. 
There was a young man in school and he was always getting into trouble. He 
virtually went to the principal’s office every day, and this was back in the days 
when they were allowed to paddle you. So he got paddled every day. He was 
constantly told, ”You are just always getting into trouble. You are just bad.” He was 
told this and paddled every day:  “You are just bad. They paddled him and told him 
that every day. Every day, they paddled him and told him, paddled him and told 
him. Nobody ever told him anything encouraging. 
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There was one man who lived near the school, an older gentleman. This young 
student loved to hang out with this older man, because the older man recognized his 
problem and he began encouraging the young boy. He began putting something 
good in him. 
 
One day, the young boy had been stealing out of the class treasury. The teacher 
went to the older gentleman who lived near the school and said, “I do not know 
what we are going to do with him. He is stealing money out of the class treasury.” 
The older gentleman said to the teacher, “I will tell you what you do. Appoint him 
as treasurer.” He said, “What?” He said, “Tell the boy that you need somebody 
trustworthy to watch the money, and put him over the treasury.” 
 
The teacher went back to the school, called the boy and said, “Look, we need 
somebody who is secure, confident, trustworthy, somebody who can guard the 
money. I want to put you over it.” He put the boy over it, and guess what? Nobody 
else stole out of the treasury, including himself. See, he rose to the level of what was 
expected of him. 
 
So people will rise to our level of expectation. That is why the Bible tells us to 
encourage one another. Hebrews 3:13 says:  “Encourage one another daily.” in the 
NIV. 1 Thessalonians 5:11 says:  “Encourage one another and build each other up.” 
Ephesians 4:29, the New Living Translation says:  “Don’t use foul or abusive 
language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words will be an 
encouragement to those who hear them.” 
 
We have all been endowed with this gift of encouragement. It is within us. We must 
unleash it, so that we can make a difference in the world. What God is calling His 
people to do is to be lifters in the world. 
 
We are out of time. Those of you who are watching by television, I want you to go to 
AirJesus.com. You can listen to this message in its entirety, “Apples of Gold,” 
Message No. 7318. You can also email it to a friend absolutely free of charge. 
 
We thank you so much for joining us here at Brothers of the Word, because, 
Brother, you need the Word! 
 
Praise God. Our encouragement is a vital gift. I had no idea all of this was in 
encouragement until I really took time and started studying it and looking into it 
and listening to the Spirit of God, and I began to see why encouragement is listed as 
a spiritual gift. We’ve gotten caught up with tongues and the interpretation of 
tongues and prophesy. We’ve gotten caught up with all of these other spiritual gifts, 
and we have overlooked this little gift because it looks so insignificant, the gift of 
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encouragement; and yet, it is a life-changing force that God has put on the inside of 
each and every one of us to release in the world to make a difference. 
 
Who is it you can encourage? Who can you encourage with a word, with a note, a 
card, with your giving or your help, your assistance, with just your listening, with 
your presence, with your hospitality, with your generosity, with your touch? Who 
can you put your arm around? Who can you encourage? 
 
Encouragement keeps us from quitting. It releases our potential. It makes us the 
way God sees us. Who can you encourage? Praise God. Amen, amen. 


