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Automated Voice: You are listening to AirJesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com.  This 

message is number 7326.  That’s 7326.  The title of this message 

is “Power to Change” by C. Elijah Bronner.  And now for the 

message. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of The Word because brother you 

need the word.  Amen. 

 

 We welcome all of you who are joining us by way of television or 

joining us at AirJesus.com.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  I 

want to just share some things with you to help you change your 

life.  Positive change in every area of your life.  Open your Bible.  

Let’s read Jeremiah 13:23.  Ready, read. 

 

 “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then 

may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.” 

 

 And also, turn over to the Book of Romans Chapter 12.  We’ll just 

read verses 1 and 2.  Ready, read. 

 

 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 

which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this 

world: but be ye transformed (or changed) by the renewing of your 

mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 

perfect, will of God.” 

 

 And I just simply want to use as a subject, Power to Change.  Turn 

to your neighbor and say, “I have power to change.”  And it’s 

important for us to know what it is that we have power to change 

and it’s also important to recognize those things that we do not 

have power to change and let me show some things with you that 

you don’t have power to change. 

 

 You don’t have power to change your family background, your 

upbringing, where you were raised, where you came from.  You 

don’t have power to change your genetics, certain hereditary 

factors.  You don’t have power to change the mood and the 

attitude of others.  You don’t have power to change the weather 

or the traffic because if we had power, I would certainly make it 

a little warmer right about now. 

 

 You don’t have power to change the threat of war.  You don’t have 

power to change the behavior or actions of others.  But here are 
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some things you do have the power to change.  You have the power 

to change your thoughts.  You have the power to change your will.  

You have the power to change your attitude.  You have the power 

to change your actions.  You have the power to change your 

responses.  You have the power to change your emotion.  You have 

the power to change your imagination.  You have the power to 

change your diet.  You have the power to change the health of 

your physical body.  You have the power to change your finances.  

You have the power to change your spiritual devotion and 

commitment.  You have the power to change your habits. 

 

 And so it’s so important for you to understand what you do have 

the power to change and what you don’t have the power to change. 

 

 Let me read something that’s very befitting to this.  These words 

were inscribed on the tune of an Anglican bishop in Westminster 

Abbey.  He said, “When I was young and free and my imagination 

had no limits, I dreamed of changing the word.  As I grew older 

and wiser, I discovered the world would not change so I shortened 

my sights somewhat and decided to change only my country.  But 

it, too, seemed immovable.  As I grew into my twilight years in 

one last desperate attempt, I settled for changing only my family, 

those closest to me, but alas, they would have none of it.  And now 

as I lie on my deathbed, I suddenly realize, if I had only changed 

myself first, then my example, I would have changed my family 

from their inspiration and encouragement, I would then have 

been able to better my country and who knows, I may have even 

changed the world.” 

 

00:05:05 

 

 So in other words, we have the power to really only change 

ourselves.  We have the power to change ourselves and then 

Romans, where we read our text, Romans 12 Verse 1 and 2, he 

shares with us that in order to change yourself, you have to have 

a determined will and you have to have a renewed mind.  It takes 

a new attitude, takes fresh new ideals, a new way of thinking, 

some new motivation, new desire and a determined heart, it takes 

a wakening of something on the inside of you. 

 

 And really what he’s saying is in order for there to be outward 

change, there first must be an inward change, they’ve got to be 

something on the inside of you that want to change.  You’ve got to 

want change.  You have to want change.  And so that’s why he 
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said, you can be changed by the renewing of your mind, by 

something some patches on the inside of you changing some new 

ideals, some new attitudes, some fresh motivation, something -- 

you’ve got to first have a heart of change on the inside before any 

physical change will ever show up on the outside. 

 

 So you have to want to change.  Turn to your neighbor and say, 

“You have to want to change.”  You have to.  You can try to make 

people change all you want to.  But if a person doesn’t want to 

change, you’re wasting your time. 

 

 Listen what Andrew Carnegie said.  He says, “There is no use 

whatever trying to help people who do not help themselves.  You 

cannot push anyone up a ladder unless he is willing to climb 

himself.”  So you can’t change anyone but yourself. 

 

 And we read in Jeremiah 13:23 God asked a rhetorical question 

and unfortunately it had a negative answer but he asked a 

rhetorical question.  He said, “Can an Ethiopian change his skin?”  

And then he says, “Can a leopard change his spots?”  And so even 

though it was a rhetorical question, the answer is emphatically 

no and God was basically saying and he was talking to his 

rebellious people that had rebelled for so long and God was 

basically saying to them, you all can change like a leopard can 

change his spots. 

 

 He was basically saying you all are not going to change.  He was 

saying you all don’t even want to change.  You’re not even trying 

to change.  He was saying change is nowhere on the horizon for 

you and God can -- he was about to pull his hair out.  God was 

about to pull his hair out because the people didn’t want to 

change.  They weren’t interested in change.  And so God was 

basically saying as soon as an Ethiopian can change his skin color 

and a leopard can change his spots, you all would be able to 

change and start doing good. 

 

 So he can’t even -- rhetorical question and example there and also, 

I’d like to think that God might have also been trying to use a 

reverse motivation.  Sometimes I motivate my son by telling him 

what he can’t do.  I like to take him on a basketball court and say, 

“You can’t make that shot.” 

 

 And it pushes.  “Yes, I can make this shot.”  He said, “Look at me, 

watch this.”  See, sometimes when I tell him what he can’t do, it 
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makes him try harder.  It makes him more determined to prove 

me wrong so I kind of think, I’m not sure but I kind of think God 

was trying to use a reverse psychology by telling them, “You can’t 

change.”  You can’t even change.  If you wanted to change, you 

can’t change.  I think God was using reverse psychology. 

 

 God’s brilliant.  Brilliant.  And so, the people had to hear that, 

“What do you mean I can’t change?  God, I can’t obey you.”  So 

God used reverse psychology and so I’m going to use that on you 

all.  “You can’t change!  You can’t save no money!  You can’t save 

any money!  You can’t discipline yourself!  You can’t do anything 

worthwhile!  You can’t motivate yourself!  You can’t reach into 

new heights in your life!” 

 

 And so God used this reverse motivation because he’s saying, 

“You’ve got to want to change.”  You’ve got to want to do better. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 You’ve got to want to improve.  We’ve seen so many individuals 

where there were opportunities and we’re trying to give these 

opportunities to individuals and we notice that they just won’t do 

anything, they won’t.  And we realize, you can’t make anybody 

want something.  And so if you want something, it has to be 

something coming -- you’ve got to want to change yourself.  Can’t 

nobody make you change.  Nobody can make you -- you’ve got to 

want it.  You’ve got to want change. 

 

 Turn to your neighbor and say, “I want it.”  That’s why Jesus 

asked the man who had been lying beside the pool of Bethesda 38 

years, Jesus asked him an interesting question.  Jesus said, “Do 

you want to be made whole?”  Man had been lying there sick 38 

years and Jesus had the nerve to ask him if he wanted to be made 

whole.  Because Jesus knew the reality of that situation.  This 

man may not even wait -- this man had gotten used to laying out 

there.  He had gotten used to people waiting on him and serving 

him.  He might not even want to change. 

 

 So, Jesus said, “Do you want to be made whole?”  Here’s three 

things I believe that Jesus illustrated in his question and also in 

the man’s response.  Number 1 I think Jesus was saying to him, 

“You have to take responsibility for your own life.”  Because when 

the man answered, he started talking about what other people 

had not done for him.  And so I believe Jesus was saying, “You 
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have to take responsibility for your own life.”  Stop blaming other 

people.  Stop depending on somebody else to save you.  You have 

to take responsibility for your own life. 

 

 I was watching a nutritional program the other day and it was 

very interesting.  He was saying that the average age that doctors 

live to is 55 and he was basically saying, “You’re going to depend 

on somebody who’s average is 55 to make sure you live a long 

healthy life?”  And he was basically saying, “You need to take your 

health.  You need to be responsible for your own life, for your own 

health.  You need to take care of yourself.”  No doctor can take 

care of you like you can take care of yourself. 

 

 The little prescription and pills and the shots and the surgery that 

he can give you cannot replace the day to day upkeep that you 

provide for yourself.  Doesn’t compare, what he can do cannot 

compare what you can do for taking care of yourself.  You’ve got 

to take responsibility for your own life.  Take responsibility for 

your own life.  Stop blaming other people. 

 

 Number 2, I think Jesus said to him, “Eliminate the excuses that 

are keeping you where you are.”  Eliminate the excuses.  When 

Jesus asked him did he want to get well, he didn’t even answer 

Jesus.  He started giving excuses.  Well, I don’t have anybody -- 

nobody helps me, I can’t get to the pool and when I do try, 

somebody always -- he started giving all of these excuses.  

Eliminate excuses that keep you where you are. 

 

 Here’s something that George Washington Carver said, he said 

that 99% of failures come from people who have a habit of making 

excuses.  So eliminate the excuses that keep you where you are.  

People have some very good excuses, very good excuses.  They can 

explain why they’re always in that same jam.  They’re very good, 

I’ve heard some really good excuses but that doesn’t change the 

situation.  They remain stuck in a place because they continue to 

make excuse. 

 

 Number 1, take responsibility for your own life.  Number 2, 

eliminate the excuses that keep you where you are.  Number 3, I 

believe, Jesus was saying to this man who laid out his 38 long 

years and he said he was waiting.  I believe Jesus was saying to 

him, “Don’t wait, initiate.”  You need to do something.  You need 

to take some action.  You need to be proactive.  You need to do 

something.  You need to initiate. 
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 I love people who initiated things when they dealt with Jesus.  I 

love people.  One woman came to Jesus and she took her healing 

from him.  She didn’t even ask him to heal her.  She took it.  Jesus 

turned around and said, “Hey, who took the --?”  I like people that 

initiate.  She initiated. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 She got up and did something.  You remember the man with the 

four men who brought him to the house where Jesus was and they 

broke through the roof and dropped him?  See, they didn’t wait 

for Jesus to come out and see -- it was so crowded that they 

couldn’t get through the door.  And so they didn’t use that as an 

excuse.  They initiated something. 

 

 When Jesus saw them initiate something, then Jesus was 

released to bring a miracle.  Miracles happen when people 

initiated something.  The only man who walked on water other 

than Jesus was Peter.  And that’s because Peter was the only one 

who initiated.  He’s the only one who got on and tried to walk on 

water.  Everybody else was standing back on a boat.  But Peter’s 

the only man that stepped out.  He initiated.  And when he 

stepped out, a miracle took place. 

 

 So there’s something that happens when we initiate, when we 

take action.  So turn to your neighbor and say, “Don’t wait, 

initiate.”  Start moving.  Start moving in the right direction.  Start 

moving in the right direction.  You have power to change your life.  

And so last week, we talked a little bit about setting goals.  I 

believe, goals are a powerful way for you to change your life.  

Goals cause us to have a target.  They cause us to have something 

to strive for, to strive, to achieve.  They cause us to pursue 

something and they give us a definite aim.  They give us a target.  

Without goals, you have no target and if you have no target, how 

can you hit it? 

 

 You can’t hit something that you can’t see and so when you don’t 

set goals for your life, you’re trying to hit a target that does not 

exist.   You can’t hit something that you can’t see.  So goals are 

very important for changing your life.  Goals will always cause us 

to achieve greater because we set goals.  You will always achieve 

more than you would have if you didn’t set any goal.  Goals always 

will cause you to produce more in your life. 
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 Goals always stretch us.  They stretch us.  He who does not 

attempt to do what he cannot do will never do all that he can do.  

And so we said that -- I gave this little word that I shared with 

you last Sunday, our goal should be smart goals, smart.  S-M-A-

R-T, that they should be specific, they should be measurable, they 

should be attainable, they should be realistic and they should 

have a time table.  There should be a start time and a finish time. 

 

 And so you set goals for your personal development or whether 

it’s for your professional life, your spiritual life, your physical 

health, your financial or your family.  You set goals.  Goals give 

us focus.  Without goals, our lives would just be lived 

haphazardly.   Just live with no aim, no purpose.  So goals give us 

focus.  Goals keep us motivated.  Goals keep us motivated.  Goals 

help us to prioritize. 

 

 Goals give us purposeful existence.  You feel good when you set a 

goal and you reach a goal.  When you set a goal that I’m going to 

save $5,000 and when you have $5,000 it feels good because you 

set a definite aim, a goal.  You went for it, you achieved it and 

there’s a fulfillment and so when we set goals and reach them, it 

causes us to be fulfilled because we’re now living purposefully.  

You’re living with purpose, you’re living with definite aim and 

you’re living on purpose, for purpose. 

 

 And so there’s something about goals.  I was in Pastor Nathaniel’s 

office the other day and I looked on the walls, I noticed there was 

nothing but goals.  Goals for what his company would do, goals 

for what each employee would do.  Everyone had their goals on 

the wall.  Why?  Because goals are powerful.  Goals cause you to 

achieve more.  Even if you don’t reach your goals, you still do more 

than if you had never set any.  See, even if your goal was a 10 and 

you reach a 7, see without that goal, you probably would only have 

a 3. 

 

 The goal still stretch you toward achieving and accomplishing 

more.  Goals also enable us to evaluate our progress.  See, when 

you set a goal, then you can go back and look to see how you’ve 

done.  It gives you something that’s measurable.  Goals should be 

measurable.  You can measure your progress. 

 

00:20:07 
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 What I do, and this has been extremely helpful to me, what I do 

at home, I simply have a sheet and I have about 7 items on it that 

I have to do every day and I have a check box under Monday, I 

have a checkbox under each day of the week.  I have to go down 

this list of 7 things and I have to check on that I did that.  Now if 

I look at my sheet for that day and I don’t see any checkmarks, I 

know that I’m not measuring up well against my goals, am I? 

 

 And so it gives me something to check my progress again.  So 

write them down.  Write them down.  Write them down.  Write 

down the activity that you should be doing every day and check 

them out before you get into bed.  Make sure they are checked off.  

It gives you a visual image of how you are measuring up against 

your goals.  Your success in life is determined by your daily 

routine.  You don’t get success because of one great event. 

 

 Success because you’re taking specific daily actions and you’re 

doing them over and over and it creates a momentum that forces 

you to success.  It’s what you do daily that causes you to be 

successful and you will be surprised, a powerful change, it brings 

in your life when you’re disciplined to know and you feel good, you 

feel under control.  I have control of myself because I set some 

goals and I’m doing what I should be doing. 

 

 It gives you such a sense of accomplishment and a control and 

authority and power over your life.  You’re in control of your life 

and it feels good.  You’re not living haphazardly.  You’re not living 

without any aim.  Feels good. 

 

 Goals help us to bring reality to our vision.  Goals help us to plan 

ahead.  Here’s two things that will help you with your goals.  

Number 1, tell others what your goals are.  That gives you 

additional responsibility because now it makes you want to keep 

your goal because now you know somebody else is watching you.  

Now you know somebody else is expecting you to fulfill them and 

so that little psychological additive, it makes you -- see, I told my 

wife that some of the things I want to do and so my wife said, they 

won’t last until the week is out. 

 

 So that’s given me some incentive to prove her wrong.  See, tell 

others, tell others that -- say, “Hey, by December 31st, I’m going 

to be weighing 140 pounds.”  Tell others your goal. 
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 Number 2, reward yourself.  When you reach a goal, reward 

yourself.  Teach yourself.  Praise God.  When you hit a goal, 

reward yourself.  Treat yourself, take yourself out to dinner.  

Pamper yourself and that little reward triggers something in your 

subconscious mind.  The experience of the reward triggers 

something in your subconscious mind to make you want to 

experience that reward again and so subconsciously, you start 

even doing better and improving more and hitting the target more 

often because subconsciously, it’s pulling your flesh to hit the 

mark because you want to enjoy the sweet reward. 

 

 We’re out of time.  I want you to go to AirJesus.com.  You can 

listen to this message, message number 7326 and you can also 

email this message to a friend absolutely free of charge.  You have 

the power to change your life.  So thank you so much for joining 

us today at Brothers of The Word because brother you need the 

word. 

 

Automated Voice: This ends message number 7326 by C. Elijah Bronner.  To hear 

other messages or to send this message number 7326 to a friend, 

simply go to AirJesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com.  This has 

been message number 7326.  Listen to AirJesus.com and 

TheOnlineWord.com often and keep your spirit charged up. 
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