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Female: You are listening to AirJesus.com and TheOnLineWord.com.  

This message is number 7327, that’s 7327.  The title of this 

message is, An Enduring Substance, by C. Elijah Bronner.  And 

now for the message. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother, you 

need the Word.  It is wonderful to have you.  We welcome those of 

you who are joining us by television or joining us on AirJesus.com.  

Stay tuned to today’s message. 

 

 I want to talk about some eternal things.  So, stay tuned and I 

pray that you’ll be richly blessed by today’s message. 

 

 If you would open your Bible up to the book of Hebrews, the Book 

of Hebrews, Chapter 10 and Hebrews is in the New Testament 

and it is not far from the Book of Revelation.  If you flip to the 

Book of Revelation and then flip back to the left, 5 or 6 books, you 

run in to the Book of Hebrews, the Book of Hebrews, Chapter 10.  

Hebrews, Chapter 10, and it’s just one verse that I like to read 

there in Hebrews Chapter 10, and verse 34.  When you get there, 

say, “Amen.” Hebrews Chapter 10, Verse 34.  Let’s read that 

together in unison.  Ready, read. 

 

 “For ye had the compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully 

the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in 

heaven a better and an enduring substance.” 

 

 And I just use as a subject, “An Enduring Substance.”  Turn to 

your neighbor and say, “We are talking about an enduring 

substance.”  Substance is translated in one version as possession, 

something that you possess that is enduring, that will last, that 

will stand the test of time, that is eternal and enduring substance.  

The Bible reminds us over and over again not to put our hope and 

our trust and our security and our dependence on things in this 

life because they will not last. 

 

 Colossians 3:2, you don’t have to turn there but it says, “Set your 

affection on things above, not on things on the earth.”  And so, He 

is sharing with us that we are to set our affection on things above 

because above are eternal.  Things on the earth are temporary.  

And so, he is talking about an enduring substance, something 

that will last.  Something that you can build your hope and your 

trust and your dependence in your life, your security in eternal 

things and not things upon the earth. 
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 And this week has been a very odd week.  Yesterday we heard of 

a sudden death of a celebrity, personal celebrity status and who 

passed away suddenly at a very young age and it caused me to 

stop and think and to reflect how fame and fortune and worldly 

success and the material things do not last, they do not last.  This 

person had everything materially speaking and it was over in just 

a flash.  All of the pursuit and all of the vanity and the vain 

pursuits of this life are very short-lived. 

 

 And I begin to just pause and to reflect and to think about the fact 

that this celebrity has now stepped over into eternity and 

stepping over into eternity and looking at all of these material 

things, they seemed now real unimportant when you’re looking at 

eternal things and looking into the eyes of eternity. 

 

 I like something that Rick Warren said.  He said, “The most 

valuable things in life are not things.”  The most valuable things 

in life are not things.  And he said that when we step into eternity, 

our first thought would be, “Why did I spend so much time on 

things that are temporary?” 

 

00:05:10 

 

 When you faced with eternity, eternity is forever and forever and 

forever.  When you’re faced with eternity, you look back on this 

life and you will ask yourself, “Why did I spend so much time on 

things that are temporary?” 

 

 And so, the Bible and God commissions us to view life with an 

eternal viewpoint.  Looking through the eyes of eternity as we live 

our lives upon the earth, not to base everything on this earth 

because life is so fleeting.  Life is but a fleeting moment.  You can 

be here today and gone tomorrow. 

 

 Just this week, I received news of 4 people that died or passed 

this week along, in the span of just a few days.  My telephone 

rang, 4 different people passed.  And it just caused me to realize 

that, life isn’t promised to anybody.  Tomorrow is not promised to 

anybody.  Two of the people out of the 4 were in their 30s.  The 

other 2 were elderly people, but the other 2 were in their 30s.  And 

so, it just let me know, life is but a fleeting moment.  You can be 

here one moment and the next moment you are in eternity, you 

are in eternity. 
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 Turn over to the Book of James, Chapter 4, look at what he says.  

When you’re in Hebrews, just flip back 1 book or so, and you 

should run right into the Book of James.  James Chapter 4.  

Notice what James said about -- James Chapter 4, Verse 13 

through 15.  Notice what James said, he says -- beginning in Verse 

13, James Chapter 4, Verse 13.  He says, “Go to now, ye that say, 

today or tomorrow we will go into such a city, and continue there 

a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:  Whereas ye know not what 

shall be on tomorrow.” 

 

 Now he is saying, “There are some people who are making plans, 

they are going to be making some money tomorrow.  We’re going 

to go here we’re going to make some profit.  We have been 

strategizing put some things together.”  

 

 And so, James said, “Now, you’re making plans to make money 

tomorrow.”  But he said, “Tomorrow is not promised.”  Notice 

what he says, Verse 14, “Whereas ye know not what shall be on 

tomorrow.  For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that 

appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” 

 

 In other words, he is saying you can be here one moment and you 

can be gone the next moment.  You may not be here tomorrow is 

what he is saying.  He said, “You better take life as an eternal 

perspective and look at life through eternal eyes because your 

earthly plans may not go as though you planned them.”  What is 

life, is just a vapor.  A vapor appears for a moment and then, it 

vanishes. 

 

 Notice here, you can’t even get a hold on life.  It’s leading you can’t 

grasp it, you can’t cheat it, you can’t contain it, it’s fleeting, it’s 

invasive. Life can be snatched in an instant, in a moment and is 

gone. 

 

 Just receiving the news of so many people passing at one time, 

back in the country, back in the old days, when a lot of people 

were dying suddenly and together, they will say, “Folks die now 

who has never died before.”  Somebody’s grandmother said that. 

Folks are dying now, who has never died before. 

 

 And really what this is, it’s a wakeup call to say, “Hey, they begin 

to realize, this life isn’t promised.”  We don’t know if we will be 

here tomorrow or not.  Young people are dying.  It used to be that 

you didn’t have to worry about dying until you are old.  But now 
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young people are dying, young people are now beating the old 

people leaving the earth.  And so, life is not promised, there is no 

guarantee.  It’s a fleeting, life is so fleeting.  Here one moment 

and gone the next.  Life is a fleeting moment and there is no 

promise of life. 

 

 Jesus gave the parable of a man, a rich man -- 

 

00:10:00 

 

 -- who said that he would just store all his riches up.  He didn’t 

have room for it, so he will build bigger barns to hold all of them 

and he will just lean back, take it ease and enjoy life.  And Jesus 

said, “Thou fool, this night your soul is required of thee.”  Death 

can interrupt the plans of life. 

 

 And so, we should live each day and I think this is what scripture 

is commending us, “Is to live each day as if it were our last day.”  

Live each day as it was your last on earth.  That’s the way we 

should live life, but getting to live life through the eyes of eternity.  

We should live life. 

 

 I remember reading this years ago, but it said, “We should live 

life prepared to die and we should die prepared to live.” Now, it’s 

such a fine edge that you should be prepared to live in case you 

keep living, but at the same time, you should be prepared to die 

just in case your number is up.  “He who makes his plans for this 

life and none for the next life is wise for a moment, but a fool 

forever.” 

 

 And so, the Bible is commending us to live in the light of eternity.  

To live life in the light of eternity.  Every action that we do in this 

life will strike a chord that will vibrate throughout all eternity.  

All your actions here, your actions here will be your destiny in the 

next life.  How you live here, you’re preparing your next life.  

Everything you do here, it vibrates in eternity.  With how you live 

each day, how you treat people, it vibrates in eternity. 

 

 So, we have to live life in the light of eternity.  When you live life 

in the light of eternity, it will change the way you use your time.  

It will change the way you use your money.  It will change the 

way to use your efforts.  It will change the way you operate a 

relationship.  When you operate in the light of eternity, it changes 

the way you live. 
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 C.S. Lewis, he said, “All that is not eternal, is eternally useless.”  

All that is not eternal, is eternally useless.  Rick Warren sums up 

living life with these two questions that, as we live life and enter 

into eternity and stand before God.  He said, “Primarily, God is 

going to ask two questions.  Number 1, what have you done with 

my son, what have you done with Jesus?  Did you accept him?  Did 

you reject Him?  Did you get to know Him?  Did you love Him?  

Did you honor Him?  Did you obey Him?  First question God is 

going to ask, “What have you done with my son, Jesus? 

 

 Number 2, He’s going to ask, “What have you done with what 

have I have given you?”  What did you do with all the gifts, all the 

talents?  What did you do with everything, all the resources, all 

of the opportunities, all the relationship?  What did you do with 

everything all the time?  What did you do with everything I gave 

you? 

 

 Two, eternal question.  I thought about that and I added some of 

my own questions I believe God will probably ask as well.  

Number 3, I believe God will ask, “Who did you bring to Me?”  Was 

your life a light, an example?  Did it inspire others to know me?  

Was your life a good witness? 

 

 Number four, what I believe God is going to ask, “Who did you 

help?”  Who did you show my love to?  We know that, when we 

engage in helping others then  it rings a chord in eternity, because 

Jesus said Himself, “When you have done it unto the least of 

these, my brothers, and you have also done it onto me, you’ve done 

it unto me.” 

 

 And I believe finally, question number 5, I believe God’s going to 

ask, “Did you take time to know me?”  Did you take time to know 

me and establish relationship with me? 

 

00:15:01 

 

 We’re talking about enduring substance.  Over in our text in 

Hebrews where we read in Hebrews Chapter 10:34, Paul had 

noticed that, these people had forsaken their earthly material 

goods and he said, “You all have done that.  You didn’t mind 

casting them aside or losing them or spending them for ministry 

or to help me.  You didn’t mind doing it because you know that 

this life is temporary.  You know that things in this life are 

temporary and you all have grabbed a hold of something that is 
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eternal.”  You have an enduring substance in heaven.  Something 

that is going to last.  You grabbed the hold of eternity and you 

have based your light on eternal things.  What is eternal?  Our 

relationship with God, that’s eternal.  Old people used to say, 

“Only what you do for Christ will last.”  That’s eternal. 

 

 Here are some of the things I believe that are eternal.  When we 

mend broken relationships.  I believe that is eternal.  In other 

words, life is too short to be at odds with anybody.  When you look 

at life in the light of eternity, it’s really to – “I don’t have time to 

be angry with anybody because I’m not thinking the little 

hundred years on this earth, I’m thinking about eternity.”  This 

affects me and there are eternal consequences to every action I 

make on earth.  So, it’s not worth it.  A hundred years is not worth 

to lose some eternal value.  So, you begin to treat people dealing 

with eternal insight, you’re dealing with some eternity.  You live 

life in the light of eternity and I’m building something, an 

enduring substance, something that is going to last.   

 

 See, as you get older, you’re not as concerned about material 

things.  As people age and start getting older, they start thinking 

eternally, because they know the time is running out on earth 

anyway and they start embracing eternal values. 

 

 I was talking with my aunt the other day and I said, “What do 

you think about a new house?”  She said, you don’t need it.  And 

it was very interesting because my aunt used to be really in the 

house.  She used to love fine houses and fine homes and enjoyed 

seeing people being blessed.  But I asked her the other day and 

her answer had changed, she said, “You don’t need it.”  And that’s 

because I know she’s has gotten older.  Now she’s thinking 

eternally.  She is now thinking about her home in heaven.  She is 

thinking about the enduring substance, enduring substance.  All 

your stuff on earth you’re going to leave it, you’re going to live it. 

 

 That’s why Solomon, he wracked his brains out trying to 

understand life.  He said to work hard all your life and obtain all 

of your stuff, he says it sounds good, but he said, “It really didn’t 

make any sense because you end up leaving it all.”  Then he said, 

“If you just laid back and take it easy on life and just enjoying life, 

laying by the pool all night.”  He said, “that don’t make sense 

because now your life is meaningless, there’s no purpose.”  And 

so, he made out his life doesn’t make sense.  He had everything.  

He had the women, the money, the power, the prestige, the 
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possession.  He had everything in the kingdom and his 

submission was, all of this stuff is vanishing.  It is vanishing, it’s 

vain.  It won’t last, it will not last.  And he finally realized that 

without God, life makes no sense.  Without God, life makes no 

sense. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: If you only have a hundred years here to live and that was it, life 

makes no sense.  But with God you understand eternal things 

that, this life is just a tip of the iceberg.  This life is just a drop.  
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