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Female: You are listening airjesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com.  This 

message is No. 7328.  That’s 7328.  The title of this message is, 

“Building Strong Character” by C. Elijah Bronner and now for the 

message. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen, amen.  We are delighted to have you and 

I welcome you those of you joining us by way of television and 

those of you joining us at airjesus.com.  Stay tune to today’s 

message. 

 

 I want to talk about something that probably the most important 

part of you that God is concerned about.  One of the most 

important parts at least and this is something that follows you 

into eternity so it’s very, very important to God and something 

that we’ll take a look at today. 

 

 Well, if you would open your bibles, Romans Chapter 5:1-5.  Let’s 

begin reading those in unison beginning with the Verse 1.  Ready?  

Read.  “Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom also we have access by 

faith into this grace wherein we stand and rejoice in hope of the 

glory of God.  And not only so, but we also glory in tribulations 

also, knowing that tribulation worketh patience and patience 

experience, and experience hope, and hope maketh not ashamed; 

because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 

Ghost which is given unto us. 

 

 And I want to draw your attention to Verse number 3 and Verse 

number 4.  It says, “And not only so, but we glory in tribulations 

--” and tribulations, that’s trouble or hard times we glory.  Ain’t 

in that something to glory in hard times.  He said, we glory in 

hard times because he had an understanding.  He had an 

enlightenment about hard times.  So he said, we glory in 

tribulations knowing, knowing, knowing, when you know 

something, knowing that tribulation worketh patience.  That 

word patience there is perseverance.  So tribulation or trouble in 

your life, he says, we actually glory in it because, it’s working 

something in us.  It’s producing something in us. So notice, it’s 

working patience.  It’s been the perseverance to work in our lives. 

 

 And then he says, and patience now, this perseverance, so this 

patience, it also employs something in our lives.  And it says, 

experience, experience.  And when I look into the margin of my 
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Bible, the word experience was translated as character, 

character.  So I just want to use as the subject, building strong 

character, building strong character, building strong character. 

 

 Character is so important.  Character, just to give you one of 

Webster’s definitions, character is a quality or a trait that 

distinguishes an individual in his nobility or integrity, his 

distinctive trait or behavior that is typical of a person.  And so, 

really, you can really say, character is really who we are.  Turn to 

your neighbors and say, “Character is really who we are.  It is 

really who we are.” 

 

 So character is really who I am.  That’s who I am.  And who you 

are is so important to God.  It’s really what God is most concerned 

about.  God is not so much concerned about what you’re going 

through.  God is concerned about who you are.  He’s not in a rest 

to get you out of your trouble because we just thought that trouble 

is working something, this employing patience or perseverance 

and then that perseverance, that endurance is employing, is 

putting to work and developing and building strong character in 

your life. 

 

00:05:04 

 

 So, God uses, he uses acquisition, He uses trouble, He uses trials,  

He uses those things now to build and to develop and to test our 

character, to really test, to define, and to find out who you really 

are.  God wants to know what are you really made out of.  You 

remember Job in the Bible?  God really -- he asked Satan.  He 

said, “Have you considered my servant Job who is blameless?  He 

is perfect.  He is upright.  And you see, God is talking about his 

character and God is saying, “I want to even further put his 

character to the test.” 

 

 And so, God will allow us to be tested just to see what you are 

made of.  Just to see who you really are because there is one thing 

to be a certain way in public and there’s another thing to find out 

who you really are when you are by yourself.  Character is what 

you would do if you knew no one would ever find out about it.  

That’s your true character.  That’s really who you are and that’s 

a part of you that God is concerned about. 

 

 He is not concerned about the face you put on for others to impress 

people, your public display.  God is concerned about who you 
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really are because I’ve got news for you.  You can’t fool God.  You 

can’t fool God.  You can fool people but you cannot fool God.  We 

are naked before his sight.  So you are wasting your time when 

you are trying to put on a double face and fool God.  It will not 

work.  God knows exactly who you are.  He knows what you are 

doing.  He knows what you are made out of and so, God use this 

tribulation to reveal our character so we can see ourselves and 

find out who we really are. 

 

 And so, in the midst of all of this, God is really concerned about 

our character because your situations are temporary but your 

character is eternal.  Your character will follow you into eternity.  

And so, one thing you take with you, who you are.  And so God 

uses our time here in the Earth to develop, to build strong 

character because he realizes that all of eternity, our character 

would be with us.  And so, he uses this Earth as a practice time 

to get us ready for who will be throughout eternity.  So character 

is extremely important.   John Maxwell said this.  He said, 

“What you do may fade away.  What you are survives you in the 

way that it impacts others.”  And so, he is saying, your character, 

your character is what will survive you.  After you’re dead and 

gone, it is your character that survives you. 

 

 And let me give you this thought.  I read something interesting 

about the life of Alfred Nobel and it was at a particular time in 

his life that his brother died and people thought, they got them 

confused.  They thought it was Alfred that died.  It was really his 

brother that died but they thought it was Alfred.  And so, they 

wrote an obituary and put it in the paper.  And Alfred who is still 

alive, ended up reading his own obituary in the paper.  And when 

he read of the obituary, he was basically known for inventing 

dynamite.  And so, that’s all his obituary talk about was his 

invention of dynamite and it was really sort of a negative 

connotation because he just thought about all the people that had 

died being killed as a result of explosives.  And so, it was kind of 

a bad light on his life and legacy. 

 

 And from reading that obituary, he decided that we would change 

his own obituary and from that day forward, he’s been changing 

his life and he begin living a completely different life.  Because 

what he wanted said about him at his death, he wanted 

something entirely different than what they had mistakenly 

wrote about him.  And from that day, he changed his life.  And 

that’s why today, we have the Nobel Peace Prize. 
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 He also developed prizes for Science and the Arts, and Literary, 

and Chemistry.  He developed all of this goodwill, notable, and 

these are the highest awards that exist, the Nobel Prizes.  And 

they resulted because one man read the wrong obituary about 

himself and he decided that was not how he wanted to be 

remembered, not as a person of destructive force.  But he wanted 

to be remembered as a person that made a difference and change 

throughout the world. 

 

 And I want you to just take a moment right now to think about 

your own life.  If you die today, what is it that would be said about 

you?  What is it that would be said -- what would you be 

remembered for?  And I want you to know the thing that is most 

important at your departure is your character.  What would 

people say about your character?  More importantly, what were 

those who are closest to you say about your character?  And so we 

have the opportunity to develop and to build our character and 

we can literally change our destiny.  When you change your 

character, you literally change your destiny.  And the total of our 

habits, the summation of our habits equals your character.  It’s 

what you do day in and day out.  It’s really who you are, that is 

your character.  That is your character. 

 

 And so when God deals with us in life, we find ourselves in 

particular situations where we are waiting on God.  We’re looking 

for God to do certain things for us and often times, we wonder why 

it’s not happening.  And in the truth of the matter is, God is 

waiting on us.  And certain things God cannot do in your life 

because your character isn’t complete.  Your character is not 

ready.  You’re not ready.  And so, God is actually waiting on you.  

He’s waiting on you to develop.  He’s waiting on you to mature.  

He’s waiting on you to get things ready in your life.  He’s waiting 

on you to become the person you need to become before he can do 

what he needs to do in your life. 

 

 And so, we find that God’s always, he’s always waiting on us to 

develop and our character is what’s so important to God.  Your 

gifts may take your places, but only your character can keep you 

there.  John Morley, he said, “No man can rise above the 

limitations of his own character.”  You can’t climb up beyond the 

limitations of your own character.  And so, this character is 

something that’s not given to us.  It’s not something that we’re 
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handed.  It’s different than a talent.  Talents are normally 

something you’re born with and given.  But character is different.  

Character has to be built.  It has to be developed. 

 

 And so I like something that John Luther said.  He said, “Good 

character is more to be praised than outstanding talent.  Most 

talents are to some extent a gift.  Good character by contrast is 

not given to us.  We have to build it piece by piece, thought by 

thought, chores by chores, courage and by determination.”  So, 

character is something that we build.  It’s something that we 

develop over the process of time.  And God normally uses three 

things to develop us, to develop our character, to help us build 

strong character.  He uses his word.  He uses his word.  He uses 

people and he uses circumstances.  Those are the three primary 

things that God will use. 

 

 He use his word because it’s the truth of God’s word that enables 

us to grow, to feed upon his word, and that’s what we learn about 

God’s truth where our character is concerned.  That’s where we 

find out about the fruit of the spirit and we find out about the 

beatitudes that Jesus told and we find out about 1st Corinthians 

13 and how we’re supposed to operate and love. 

 

00:15:02 

 

 And we find out all of these rich virtues and character building so 

we get it from God’s word where we receive his nature and his 

essence from his word and his word allows us to build and to 

develop our own character and then people.  Number two, God 

uses people to develop our character.  It’s the support that people 

give you and the examples.  I think character building begins in 

the home because examples are so important to building 

character.  Children will do what they see mama and daddy do in 

the home.  And so, if you want to begin building strong character 

in your kids, you have to live strong character out before them 

and it will be something that will be infused into their very being.  

So people are very important.  You want to develop strong 

character, get around people that have strong character.  Hang 

around people that have integrity and it will do something to you. 

 

 A good friend of mine that I associate myself with, he’s a man of 

impeccable character.  His character is so impeccable that it 

inspires me and my own weaknesses show up in his presence 

because I look at the impeccableness of his character and it 
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inspires me even in my own weaknesses.  So get around people 

with strong character and it will do something to you.  It will 

speak volume into your own life.  You will see your own 

shortcomings when you’re around people that have strong 

character and integrity. 

 

 And then third, God uses circumstances.  He uses circumstances 

to develop our character, to build our character.  He uses 

circumstances and these circumstances can be characterized as 

tests.  He uses tests and really like itself is a test.  And test reveal, 

they not only develop character but they show our character.  

They reveal our character or our lack of character.  So we’re 

always being tested.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “You are 

always being tested.  You are always being tested.” 

 

 And the reason you are always being tested because God is 

constantly always watching your responses because your 

responses to those tests reveal your character.  They reveal your 

character so God will watch your responses to people.  He will 

have you to deal with some cantankerous people just to see your 

response because your response reveals your character.  So you 

deal with people who are mean-spirited and downright and no 

good and a foul and they’re just conniving and evil people.  You’re 

dealing with them because it’s not about them.  God is trying to 

reveal something about your character so he wants to put you in 

the heat of that situation to see what your response will be and 

your character will be revealed. 

 

 God uses problems.  He uses even our success to see how we 

respond even to our success because success goes to a lot of our 

heads and we get big headed.  So he even uses success to test your 

character.  He uses conflicts.  He uses illness.  He uses 

disappointments.  He even uses, I believe traffic to test your 

character.  He will use the weather to test your character.  You 

see, God is, he is looking at your response.  He is looking at your 

response. 

 

 Just today, my oldest daughter, she came to me and I was 

extremely busy and she said, “Dad, I need you to take me to my 

rehearsal.”  She is a cheerleader so she had cheerleader practices.  

“I need you to take me to practice.”  And it kind of caught me in a 

busy moment and I kind of snarled at her and you know, I 

basically, “All right, I’ll do it, just leave me alone.  I’ll do it.”  And 

so by the time that she left my presence, the Holy Spirit said to 
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me, “You just failed the test of your character.  You just failed.”  

See God is always looking at our response.  He said, “You just 

failed.”  See, everything that happens to us is a test of our 

character to see how we respond.  And I said, “My God, here I am 

studying character and I failed it before I could even preach it.”  

Everything that happens to your life is a test.  God wants to look 

at your response.  He looks at our response even in little things. 

 

00:20:01 

 

 Picking up a piece of paper off the ground is a test of your 

character.  My father -- when my father would interview people 

that he was considering hiring, a common factors of his -- when 

he would have people to come to our home to interview them, my 

father would intentionally put paper on the lawn so that as a 

potential applicant would park and be walking up to the house, 

he wanted to see if they would have the character enough to stop 

and pick up the paper because he knew from a simple small act, 

it reveals something about the character of the person. 

 

 And God is the same way.  I don’t care how small, the little small 

details of our lives, they are all character revealing.  How you 

respond to live situations, everything that happens and no matter 

how big, no matter how small, is the revelation of your character.  

You will be tested by major changes in your life.  You will be tested 

by delayed promises in your life.  You will be tested by 

unanswered prayers in your life.  You will be tested by 

undeserved criticisms in your life.  You will be tested by senseless 

tragedies in your life.  And so God is always allowing these things 

to test us.  So when things come up in your life, think of it as a 

test.  It’s a test.  It’s a test.  It’s a test.  How am I going to respond?  

How am I going to respond to this?  It’s a test. 

 

 I like something that Margaret Jensen said.  She said, “Character 

is the sum total of all our everyday choices.  Character is the sum 

total of all of our everyday choices.”  But she’s correct because 

everything that happens to you is a test.  It’s just a test.  God’s 

always looking at your character.  And so, when you flunked these 

tests, God is showing you an area that’s weak in your life and he 

will say, “Son, you’re not ready.  Daughter, you’re not ready.  Look 

how you handle that.”  And I was thinking today, I thought about 

three areas of my life where my character is not correct because 

when I thought back on it, God, he just allowed them to flash in 

my mind quickly, three areas.  And I saw immediately three areas 
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my character is deficient because my response has been 

inappropriate in these three areas. 

 

 What about in your life?  What areas are your character is 

deficient, where you respond totally ungodly?  When no one else 

might even find out about it, that’s your true character.  Who you 

are even if nobody else will ever find out about it, who you are in 

those quiet moments, in those lonely places, when you are by 

yourself, who you really are, that’s your character.  That’s what 

God is concerned about.  God is concerned about what you would 

do even if no one ever could find out about it.  That is your 

character.  When you really search out your character, these trials 

and tests that come our way, they reveal the flaws of our 

character. 

 

 I was reading one interesting verse in James.  It says, this is in a 

different translation but it says, “Let the process go on until your 

endurance is fully developed and you will find that you have 

become man of mature character with no weak spots.”  James was 

saying that, he was saying that, this process will go on where the 

fire would test you and he said that, “You will know that you are 

done when there are no weak spots in your character.”  So, begin 

to analyze your response to every little thing that life throws at 

you because it’s the revealing of your inward character, who you 

really, really are. 

 

 I am completely out of time.  Those of you who are watching our 

live on television or listening live, you can go to airjesus.com and 

you can listen to this message, Message No. 7328 in its entirety 

and you can also email it to a friend absolutely free of charge.  

Thank you so much for joining us at Brothers of the Word because 

brother, you need the word. 

 

Female: This ends Message No. 7328 by C. Elijah Bronner.  To hear other 

messages or to send this Message No. 7328 to a friend, simply go 

to airjesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com.  This has been Message 

No. 7328.  Listen to airjesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com often 

and keep your spirit charged up. 
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