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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! 
 
We welcome those of you joining us by television or joining us at AirJesus.com. We 
are excited about you and so delighted that you joined us and tuned in today. I want 
you to stay tuned to today’s message. We are continuing something we started last 
time dealing with your contentment and your satisfaction in life, and I just want to 
share some things to help you to be a happier and more fulfilled person in life each 
and every day of your life. 
 
Well, open your Bibles, if will, with me over to the Book of Philippians 4:11-13, and 
let’s read that together in unison. Ready? Read:  “Not that I speak in respect of want:  
for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I know both how 
to be abased, and I know how to abound:  every where and in all things I am 
instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can 
do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” And in Verse 11, just go back 
and read Verse 11 again. It says, “Not that I speak in respect of want:  for I have 
learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.” 
 
So I just simply want to use as a subject “Learning to be Content.” Notice the 
apostle Paul said that he “learned”; it wasn’t something that just came automatic, 
he learned through life experiences how to take charge of his emotions and how to 
choose how he would respond. We can’t affect what happens to us; but we can affect 
how we respond to what happens to us. And we can take charge and take dominion 
over that part of our lives, and this was a decision that he made. Because of Christ 
in him, he could control the manner in which he reacted and responded to every 
circumstance in life. And he said, “I am going to do it in a manner that is going to 
befitting of the God that I serve. I am going to do it in a manner that is going to 
bring Him glory, that is going to show my maturity and give me a little joy even in  
midst of it. I am going do it in a way where I can maintain who I am in Christ 
Jesus, and I can maintain this contentment.” 
 
We define “contentment” as “being satisfied.” We also define it as “being calm and 
happy,” “satisfied, calm and happy.” It is also an inward sufficiency; it is an inward 
sufficiency -- not something simply outward that gives us joy and happiness and 
excitement. There is something on the inside that contains us and keeps us in our 
joy and in our happiness, regardless of what is happening on the outside. So it is an 
inward sufficiency that he has tapped into, and it is not a sufficiency in and of 
himself; it is a sufficiency that is there because of Christ Jesus. So Christ Jesus 
gives us a sufficiency. So what the apostle is really saying is, “I am in Christ. And 
because I am in Christ, whenever I am in difficult circumstances, I am in those 
circumstances; but while I am in those circumstances, I am still in Christ!” 
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The circumstances do not change my position in Christ. I am in Christ; no matter 
what is going out here, I am still in Christ and Christ is still in me and He is with 
me, and that make all the difference in the world. So it is being satisfied; it is being 
calm; it is being happy. It is an inward sufficiency; it is a satisfaction. 
 
The Amplified Bible describes “content” as “being satisfied to the point where you 
are not disturbed.” It doesn’t mean everything is perfect, but you are not just going 
to let it bother you. You are not going to let it bother you. What it is really dealing 
with is an abiding peace and an abiding joy. When I really kept digging into it, the 
more I see it is an abiding peace and an abiding joy that Christ bring us and gives 
us, this inward sufficiency, and it satisfies us to the point where we are not 
disturbed or we are not disquieted. It simply means that no matter what we go 
through in life, we can always have joy, peace and happiness. We can maintain our 
happiness, our peace, our joy, our state of calm, our state of being satisfied, and this 
is true contentment that we find in Him. That is really the Kingdom of God. 
 
The Kingdom of God, Romans 14:17 says to us, is “righteousness, peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost.”  
 
Matthew 6:33 says:  “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you.” So seek ye first the state where you are 
maintaining your peace, your joy, your happiness; this place where you are doing 
what’s right, you are always seeking to do what is right, you are always seeking to 
be at peace, no matter what the circumstances. You are always rejoicing, no matter 
what you are in life. Righteousness, peace and joy, that is the Kingdom on God! 
That is the Kingdom of God. Seek the Kingdom of God! 
 
James Robinson, who is a noted Christian leader, have just a wonderful ministry 
that stands decades, and I was reading. He has a book that’s called “True 
Prosperity,” and he said when he was just a young man in ministry that he was 
sitting in a restaurant and he was talking with one of his colleagues, and there was 
a group of businessmen at a table nearby and they were talking about huge sums of 
money and huge business deals. He said he could tell from their conversation that 
they did not really know Christ, and he said he wanted to do something to get their 
attention to be a witness. He said he have the boldness to walk over to their table 
and said, “Excuse me, gentlemen, I just couldn’t help overhearing you all talking 
about your big finance and financial matters and things; but if I want you all to 
know that I am the wealthiest man on Earth.” He said, “Yes, you heard me 
correctly. I said, I am the wealthiest man on Earth.” Then he paused and said, “And 
I don’t have a lot of money.” 
 
He said, “This joy, this peace, this satisfaction,” he said, “I wouldn’t trade it for the 
world!” He said, “I know Christ Jesus and what He has done for me.”  He said, “I 
wouldn’t trade it; there’s no sum of money!” 
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He said, “You can’t buy this; you can’t put a price on this.” He said, “I am so 
fulfilled!” He said, “I have life, and I have it more abundantly!” And then he said he 
just walked out of the door. 
 
Folks, I want you to realize how wealthy you are. You are wealthy. You are wealthy.  
I say, you are wealthy. I say you are wealthy. You are wealthy; you are wealthy! 
You are wealthy. 
 
Now, I am jumping way ahead of myself. I had this later in my message, but I will 
say it now. Here is one of the keys of contentment, how to be content. One of keys of 
being content is to be thankful. That is one of the major keys of being content is to 
be thankful. So often in life we are out trying to accomplish so much and do so much 
and achieve so much and get so much and we are striving, we are trying to just get 
more and more; and the world just keeps pulling us, “You’ve got to get more, you’ve 
got to have it. You don’t have the latest model; this is better than one that you have 
at home. We got flat-screen now. That one you got is a box. You need the flat-screen. 
That’s not plasma. What you’ve got is a tuner in there; you need the plasma. You 
need high-def.” And we are pulled to get more and more and more. Some people are 
just throwing their TVs away. There is nothing wrong with them, but they need the 
flat one; it is not flat! 
 
So we are stuck into this mode of not appreciating what we already have. And so 
true contentment and true wealth begins with being thankful, with being grateful, 
with having a grateful attitude. And when you count your blessings each day, you 
ought to add among them, “God, thank You so much for my peace of mind. Thank 
You that I was able to sleep last night; I was able to sleep. God, thank You so much 
that I’m alive, I have mobility, I can move! Lord, I’m well; I have the gift of health. 
You’ve give me life and vitality and vigor! God, thank You for my family! Thank 
You, Lord, for soundness of mind and joy! Thank You that I know Jesus! Thank You 
that I’m not going to Hell! Thank You so much. Thank You for my friendships. 
Thank You for my relations; thank You for my family, my children, my spouse, my 
parents, my siblings. Thank You, Lord God, thank You. I am richly blessed! I am 
richly blessed, Lord God, I am richly blessed! I am richly blessed! I am richly 
blessed, God! I’m wealthy! Your wealth is upon me; Your abundance is on me!” 
 
Thankfulness allows you to see how wealthy you are, how wealthy. There is no 
amount of money that you could pay me to get one of my eyeballs; you can forget it. 
 
Folks, we are already wealthy. We are already wealthy. It is in your thankfulness, it 
is in your gratitude. Contentment is not in having everything you want; 
contentment is wanting everything you have. 
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So in life, we tend to focus on what we don’t have instead of focusing on what we do 
have. Focus on what you do have; appreciate God. We’re were so busy trying to get 
something else from God; appreciate what God already has done for you. He’s 
already done some great things for you. He’s already had done some great things for 
you. 
 
Here is another key. I am way ahead of myself; but I’ve just skipped right to the 
end, I have already skipped to the end. We will come back and work on the middle a 
little late. But here is another key. 
 
Well, before I give you that key, let me give you something else here about being 
thankful. My wife taught me this. Last week, she had sent me to pick up my girls. 
My girls are cheerleaders, and honestly it is no longer called cheerleading; it is 
called cheer sport; cheerleading is a sport now. It is not the old-fashioned pompoms, 
no; they’re doing flips and they’re acrobats. I mean, they are doing dangerous stuff. 
It is no longer cheerleading from times past; it was a real sport.  So my girls are in 
cheerleading, and my wife had sent me one day to pick them up from practice. So 
when I got there ready to pick them up, looking for them, waited about ten minutes, 
and one of the parents got out of car and said, “I just wanted to let you know that 
we’ve just been informed that they are going to be an extra hour.” I said, “An extra 
what?” She said, “They are going to be an extra hour before they are released.” 
 
Well, you know, I was feeling a little … that wasn’t on my schedule; I hadn’t 
planned on waiting in the parking lot an extra hour. I was there to get them and go. 
So I was starting to grow a little perturbed, so I called my wife and said, “Hey, 
listen, I just want to let you know, they’re going to be an extra hour today.” 
 
My wife said, “You know, instead of your being upset about that,” she said, “you 
ought to be thankful that your girls are healthy enough to be in cheerleading.” She 
said, “You should be thankful that your girls are healthy, that your girls are safe, 
that your girls are having fun, that your girls are growing and developing and using 
their gifts and their skills and exercising; that they are blessed and that you can be 
there to support them.” 
 
See, that changed my whole attitude now. I was no longer perturbed about having 
to wait an hour; I spent an hour now thanking God:  “God, I am richly blessed! My 
girls are healthy! My girls are having a wonderful time! Thank You, Lord God! It is 
a beautiful day. Thank You, Lord, that I am healthy. Thank You that I’m not in a 
car accident and I’m not laid up. Thank You that I could even be here to pick up my 
girls. Thank You that I even have some girls to pick up!” 
 
She completely reframed my whole attitude. She completely reframed it. I said, 
“Man, life looks differently when we have an attitude of being grateful.” All of life’s 
disappointments look different when you look at them through the lens of 
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gratefulness. We are always quick to point out what we are lacking or what we don’t 
have or what’s an inconvenience or what’s been interrupted in our lives; but be 
thankful. Be thankful. 
 
Number two, don’t compare. If you want to have great contentment in your life, 
don’t compare. 
 
I remember what Bishop Dale said. He said this years ago, and I never forgot it. I 
was probably just a teenager. He said, “Don’t compare, don’t complain, and don’t 
compete. Don’t worry about what other folks have, because when you compare 
yourself to somebody else, a lot of times you may feel like you got the short end of 
the stick; you may feel disappointed. It will make you feel deprived. It will make 
you feel like you’re missing out on something. And so that is why we are not to 
compare, we are not to compete. 
 
There was a Jewish teacher who said, “Compare not yourself with everyone else, 
lest you spoil God’s curriculum.” See, when you compare yourself with other people, 
looking at what they have, you are negating your own uniqueness. You are negating 
who you are. You are negating what God has gifted you, the gifts, the talents. There 
is nobody else on Earth like you. It took me a long time to realize that. I may not 
can do some things that other people can do, but nobody can do what God has given 
me to do like I can do it. I’m one of a kind. I am one of a kind. 
 
You got to celebrate your uniqueness. Sure, somebody may have more than you, 
more stuff; but I am telling  you, nobody else has your fingerprint, nobody else has 
your eye print, nobody else has your heartbeat and your rhythm. There is 
something in you that is in no one else on Earth, and no one else can do quite like 
you. When God made you, He fingerprinted you with His own fingerprint and said, 
There will never be another; and what I put in this is not anywhere else. This is an 
individual gift that is unique; and I’ve graced it and I’ve put talents there, and no 
one else can do what I have given this one to do.” 
 
You have to celebrate your own uniqueness, your own giftedness, your own talents 
and who you are. Come into your own; celebrate your own. So don’t compare; don’t 
worry about what anybody else has. Don’t even worry about it; don’t compare, don’t 
complain, don’t compete. Think about your own uniqueness. Think about your own 
uniqueness. 
 
You know, I don’t preach like Bishop Jake or Bishop Dale; but what I do celebrate, 
nobody can laugh like I can. Nobody can laugh like I can. 
 
I was in the store the other day, and this lady came running out. She said, “It’s you; 
I recognize your laugh. It’s you, it’s you; I recognize that laugh!” She said, “It is 
you.” Just a laugh, God gave me just a laugh. I’m like, “God, couldn’t You have come 
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up with something else to give?” He gave me just a laugh! But it’s a unique laugh, 
and I got a high-pitched voice. Not everybody can hit this high pitch! It is a blessing. 
God gave me this! God gave me this! 
 
So you got to celebrate your own uniqueness! Celebrate your uniqueness! Celebrate 
your uniqueness! There is not another like you. There is not another like you. There 
is not another like you. 
 
There is anointing in that high pitch, and I know it. There is anointing in that 
laugh, and I know it. The reason that laugh is so special is because people need to 
laugh. People are in bondage; they are hurting, they’ve been through so much. And 
so when they hear the cheer, when they hear someone laughing, when they hear 
some joy, it brightens them, and they need a moment of brightness! So God simply 
said, “Son, I want you to laugh, because My people need to hear laughter because 
they need to laugh again. They need to laugh again. I want them to have joy! I want 
to have joy! This isn’t some prune-faced religion; it is a joy of the Lord that we 
spread and we live. 
 
There’s got to be some joy. There’s got to be some joy in your life. Rejoice! The 
apostle Paul said, “Rejoice.” He said, “Rejoice ever more.” He said, “Rejoice, and 
again I say, rejoice.” There ought to be some joy in there. That’s why he said “I am 
content, no matter where they put me, no matter where I’m put. They put him in 
jail, and they put him in lock, stock and chains. And some accounts say that the jail 
system of that day was literary in the sewage system, and sewage ran through the 
cell. And some accounts say that there were times when the apostle Paul might 
have been waist-deep in sewage when he wrote the Book of Philippians. In waist-
deep sewage, he said, “Rejoice. Again, I tell you all to rejoice! Rejoice! I am content 
in all circumstances! I am happy all the time, because it is not just stuff that’s going 
on around me; I’ve got a revival going on in me! I got Jesus! I know Jesus! Jesus has 
saved me! He has delivered me! He has made me a new person! I have a home in 
Heaven! I’m not going to Hell! I got a relationship with Christ Jesus!” 
 
And here is where he penned, he pinned at the end of that, “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengthens me.” Now, we have run with that, and he is not 
saying, “I can do everything”; that is not what he is talking about. Even though we 
apply it and that’s good and that’s fine; we can apply it to everything. But he is not 
saying, “I can do everything.” He is not saying, “I can dunk like Michael Jordan 
through Christ.” Listen, that’s not what he’s saying.  He is saying, “In all 
circumstances, I can be content, I can be calm, I can be peaceful, I can be joyful, I 
can be satisfied, I can be happy.” He said, “The reason I am able to do it, even in 
waist-deep sewage, is through Christ! He’s the one on the inside speaking in me!  
He is doing it; He is doing it. It’s Christ in me.” He said, “I can’t explain it; but it is 
like a river, it’s a well on the inside of me and that’s what’s running over in me.” He 
said, “I can’t help it, I know I should be frustrated, I know I should be angry. I know 
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I should be blaming God; but yet I am still rejoicing! I can’t understand this! I can’t 
understand it.” 
 
It is through Christ, it’s through that anointing that strengtheneth his spirit. And it 
is His joy and peace that he walks in, and that is why it’s a joy and a peace that 
passes knowledge and understanding, and God’s your heart and your mind. 
 
I am out of time. I want you to go AirJesus.com and listen to this message, Message 
7331. You can also email it to a friend absolutely free of charge! And I want you to 
learn how to be content. 
 
Thank you so much for joining us at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you 
need the Word! 
 
Praise God, hallelujah! Glory to God! Thank You, Jesus. Thank You, Lord God. 


