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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! 
 
We welcome those of you who are joining us by television and those of you who are 
joining us at AirJesus.com; certainly delighted to have you join us today. Stay tuned 
to today’s message. I want to help you to be more fulfilled in life and also would like 
to get you involved with something that God greatly desires for you to do in this life. 
 
Just before you open, you can go ahead and put your finger in Philippians and 1 
Corinthians; we will look at two texts today, Philippians and 1 Corinthians. 
 
I will tell you a quick joke that I heard; I actually read it on Brother Miguel’s daily 
joke email that he mails out, so every once in a while he has one that is worthwhile.  
I am very selective in my joke-picking process; I just don’t just use any joke, they 
have to pass a certain procedure and certain scrutiny and screening process. 
 
But anyway, there were three elderly sisters. They were all in their late 90s, and 
they all lived together. One day one of the sisters was upstairs, and she had one leg 
in the bathtub and one leg out of the bathtub.  She yelled downstairs to her other 
two sisters and said, “Hey, was I getting in the tub, or was I getting out in the tub?” 
Then one of the sisters downstairs said, “Let me go up there and check on my sister 
upstairs.” She started walking up the stairs, she got up about three stairs and 
stopped.  She hollered to the other two sisters, “Was I going upstairs, or was I going 
downstairs?”  Then the last sister, who was sitting downstairs at the kitchen table, 
said, “Knock on wood, it was good that I am not like my sisters.” Then she said, 
“Was that somebody knocking at the front door or the back door?” 
 
Philippians, Chapter 2 and 1st … some people are just getting it. Philippians, 
Chapter 2, and 1 Corinthians, Chapter 10. We will read Philippians, Chapter 2; 
Philippians, Chapter 2 and Verse 4. It  reads:  “Look not every man on his own  
things, but every man also on the things of others.” Read it with me; let’s read it 
again in unison, Philippians, Chapter 2, Verse 4. Ready? Read:  “Look not every man 
on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.”  That word “things” is 
translated as “interests”; don’t just look after your own interests, but look after the 
interest of others. 
 
Also in 1 Corinthians, the other text I told you to open to, 1 Corinthians, Chapter 10 
and Verse 24, let’s read that one together in unison. 1 Corinthians, Chapter 10, 
Verse 24, ready?  Read:  “Let no man seek his own, but every man another’s 
wealth.”  That word “wealth” is translated as “wellbeing”. So not just looking after 
your own wellbeing, but you are looking after the wellbeing of others. 
 
I just want to use that as a subject “Living Unselfishly”. In these two verses, 
Philippians 2:4 and 1 Corinthians 10:24, it is really saying that it is okay to take 
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care of yourself; but it uses the word “only”:  not only take of yourself, but make 
sure you to take care of the interests of others.  So it is not a problem with us 
making sure that we are taken care of and taking care of our own interests and so 
forth; but it is saying, “Don’t stop right there.  Broaden your horizon, and make sure 
that you are practicing looking out for others.”  So it’s something that you’ll 
practice, something that you’ll work at, that you not just consumed on yourself, but 
you are actually practicing looking out for other people. 
 
There was a gentleman who had a neighbor, since we are talking about selfishness. 
He had a neighbor who came over to borrow his lawnmower, and the neighbor said, 
“I cannot loan you my lawnmower, because all the flights from New York to Los 
Angeles were canceled.”  The neighbor scratched his head and said, “What does that 
have to do with me borrowing the lawnmower?” He said, “Absolutely nothing. But,” 
he said, “since I am going to let you borrow it, one excuse is as good as another.” 
 
There were also two boys who were sitting at the kitchen table, and their mother 
was fixing pancakes.  When I heard this one, I thought about immediately James 
and Stephanie, thought about their family.  Well, there were two boys aged five and 
seven; their mother was fixing pancakes, and the two boys were fighting over who 
was going to get the first pancake. The mother said, “Boys, boys, listen. If Jesus was 
here, Jesus would say, ‘Let my brother have the first pancake, and I’ll wait.” So the 
older brother looked at the younger brother and said, “You be Jesus.” 
 
So, we are talking selfishness and how at every age we experience selfishness.  Here 
is something I even run across even for toddlers. It’s called “Toddler Property 
Laws”, and you can also relate this to James and Stephanie.  These are “Toddler 
Property Laws”.  It says:  “If I like it, it’s mine.  If I can take it away from you, it’s 
mine.  If I had it a while ago, it’s mine.  If I say it is mine, it’s mine.  If it looks like 
mine, it’s mine.  If I say I saw it first, it’s mine.  If you are having fun with it, it’s 
mine.  If you lay it down, it’s mine.  If it’s broken, it’s yours.” 
 
So we experience selfishness at every age, from toddler and all the way on up 
throughout life.  So here in 1 Corinthians 10:24 and also Philippians 2:4, it’s 
commanding us, really, not to get stuck on ourselves. 
 
Turn to your neighbor and say, “Don’t get stuck on you.” 
 
Don’t get stuck on you. Because it is a primal, innate nature of flesh to look after 
number one and only to be concerned about number one, it is a natural instinctive, 
function of flesh; it is the way we are naturally born, to look after what is ours and 
our own interests.  But that is not the way of Christ, and since Christ has come and 
He has shown a more excellent way, He began to talk about a Gospel where “If any 
man would follow Me, let him deny himself and take up the cross and follow Me, or 
if any would save his own life, let him lose his life.” 
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So Jesus taught this principle or this Gospel of a selfless giving, a selfless way of life 
where we begin to find our true purpose and essence and fulfillment in life through 
giving away ourselves to others. 
 
I will tell you that the root cause of every divorce at its very core, at the very core of 
any divorce, the root cause is selfishness.  Somebody somewhere didn’t get their 
way, and they called it quits.  So selfishness is a vital, ugly enemy that can cause 
ruin in every aspect of life, and that is why the Bible commends us to live 
unselfishly, to get rid of this selfish motive of being so wrapped up in ourselves.  So 
He commends us here not to be stuck, not to be stuck on you. 
 
Turn to your neighbor and say it again:  “Don’t be stuck on you.” 
 
Do not be stuck on you.  So it is all right to take care of ourselves, it is all right to 
have our own little priorities and to do our own little things; but do not get stuck 
there.  Don’t get stuck there.  Look after the interests of others.  Be practicing 
looking out for the interests of others. 
 
The Lord really dealt with me over the last couple of weeks about this.  Over the 
last few weeks, I was in a situation where, I do not know, I was sort of being flooded 
with phone calls. I was really being flooded with phone calls for help in one form or 
another, not really financial help, but more so support and just the ministry, just 
time; people that need your time, they just need your time. I was being flooded, and 
these periods happen from time to time that you get calls like this.  But this was 
one of those periods where it just flooded, like every other day something is 
happening, something has gone wrong, situations are breaking out, people are 
needing help, people are needing support, people are needing your time, people are 
needing your ministry.  So I was just being pulled on quite a bit at one time, and it 
kind of caught me in a particular situation where I myself was consumed in my own 
affairs.  I had my own agenda, I had my own vain pursuits and, really, the needs 
that I was hearing about did not fit in with my objectives.  I am doing my own thing 
here; I got a life to live, too. 
 
So to be honest with you, during this period of time when I am receiving all these 
phone calls, I really possessed an uncaring attitude.  And I am being honest and I 
am being naked with you, because we are all naked before God anyway.  God looks 
on the heart, and so in this process God was showing me a heart problem that I had 
at this time.  So since the Lord dealt with me about it, I figured I’d deal with you 
about it.  That’s the name of the game. 
 
So I was very insensitive to other people. I was very insensitive to other people’s 
need.  My mindset was, “Look. That’s your life, you live it. We all have our 
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challenges, we all live on this Earth.  What are you calling me for?  I did not call you 
about my problems.”  
 
So I had a very uncaring attitude, very insensitive.  I did not realize it at the time, 
but it dawned on me later that I was selfish.  My heart had grown careless to the 
needs of others, to the concerns of others, and I was caught up in my own vain 
pursuits.  I had my own objectives, and hearing another people’s needs at that time 
did not fit in to what I was doing. 
 
Thank you, Brother Lowe.  Brother Lowe just confirmed that I am missed the boat. 
 
So all I was doing, I was thinking about me.  I was thinking about me, and I was 
literally kind of getting perturbed with all of these calls and concerns of people 
crying for help and all of these things that were kind of hitting me and pulling on 
me at one time, and at the very core I realized that I had become selfish, careless in 
my own heart. 
 
The Bible warns us against this.  The Bible says that when you allow yourself to get 
in a position where the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, the lust of 
other things entering in, will choke the Word out of you, and you will be left with a 
heart full of weeds.  It won’t be productive, it won’t be anything fruitful, won’t be 
anything Godly, won’t be anything of any use or value to the Kingdom of God, all 
because you’ve given your attention to other things, you’ve gotten caught up in your 
own little vain pursuits, and you have not allowed your heart to stay sensitive and 
receptive to the leading of God’s Spirit and to the needs of other people around you. 
 
I want you to know that Jesus was a needs meeter.  He was a needs meeter, I don’t 
care where He was; I don’t  care how tired He was, Jesus never turned anyone 
away.  Jesus never complained, even when He was tired, even if had been a long 
day and the disciples got tired.  They said, “Jesus, send them away.  Send them 
away, God; it is getting late.  It is getting late, these folks are hungry; Lord, send 
them away.  They have been here all day.”  Jesus said, “You feed them.” Jesus said, 
“No, I am not sending them anywhere. We are going to meet the needs of these 
people.” 
 
Jesus saw the people and described them on one occasion; this was after John the 
Baptist had been killed.  He said, “They were sheep without a shepherd,” no one to 
meet their needs!  So Jesus’ heart went out to meet the needs of people.  He always 
met them, He never turned anybody away. 
 
They brought Him children.  Children were trying to get to Him, mothers bringing 
them, and the disciples turned them away.  Jesus said, “No, let them come.  Bring 
them on, bring them on.” Anybody that had a need, Jesus availed Himself. And 
when He would finish in one city, Jesus would simply say, “I got to go another city, 
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because there are needs to meet in the next city.”  He was the needs meter; and, 
praise God, He is still a needs meeter today.  He is still a needs meeter.  He is a 
needs meeter today. 
 
Unfortunately, Christ was not living in me at this particular moment in His fullness 
of the needs-meeting aspect of Him, because I was too busy in my own vain pursuits 
and my heart had grown cold and careless towards the needs of others and the 
sensitivity of God’s Spirit.  I began to miss it, and I found myself in a heart of 
selfishness. 
 
“Selfishness” is defined as being “self-centered, self-serving, self important, 
concerned only with yourself, acting or thinking of one’s own wellbeing alone,” just 
concern with yourself and you’ve forgotten about others in this life. 
 
It reminds me of a Mountain Wings I read a while back, it was a very powerful 
issue.  This gentleman and his wife were missionaries; I believe they were over in 
Honduras.  Being there in charge of this mission camp, they were building medical 
facilities here in this particular area, and so they had teams that were flying in that 
they had to take care of and get things set up and organized; and at the same time, 
they would have teams that would be leaving, heading back. They were just 
managing a lot, managing all of this mission project over here in this Third-World 
country.  The gentleman who was head of this mission project said that after one 
team had come in and he had gotten them settled, he went home to his little abode 
there in this Third-World country, and he said the grass was waist-high.  So he just 
took a Weed Eater and began cutting the grass as best he could.  He said it was 100 
degrees and he was out trying to work on the little yard there where he was staying. 
 
He said as he did so, there was a little boy that came up to the security fence of his 
house, and he said he saw the little boy; but he did not have time to stop.  He said 
that he is taking care of these mission teams with all these projects going on.  He 
didn’t really have time to fool with beggars, because he was just too busy, had a lot 
going on.  Here he is at home, finally has an opportunity to do some yard work and 
take care of some things, and he said this little boy just sat at the fence, looking at 
him and just stood outside the fence. 
 
He said finally after he had put his little Weed Eater away, he walked over and sat 
by the boy.  The little boy was there who was dirty and had tattered shorts on.  He 
looked at him and said, “Papa”, which is translated “Father”, he said, “Can I have a 
couple of water?” 
 
The man said he immediately thought of the Scripture in the Bible where Jesus 
said, “If anyone will give a cup of cold water to one of these little ones, you will in no 
wise lose your reward in Heaven.”  He said he ran in that house as fast as he could.  
He did not get a paper cup or a plastic cup; but he got the best cup in the house and 
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fixed a cold cup of water and took it back to that little boy.  He said as he served the 
little boy and watched him drink it and finished with him, he said here he was, the 
mission director, and he had forgotten about the real mission.  He was so busy 
planning the missions, he was about to overlook the very mission itself, which was 
caring for the people. 
 
I thought about that in my own life:  I am so busy, so busy in the ministry, I’ve 
forgotten what the real mission of the ministry really is.  It’s people.  God cares 
about people!  God cares about people!  God cares about people.  He doesn’t care 
about titles; He doesn’t care about positions; He doesn’t care about facilities.  Folks, 
God cares about people, people.  God cares about people. 
 
So in the midst of all of this, I recognized the error of my ways and, praise God, I 
changed my ways.  I repented and I changed my ways and changed my heart, and I 
became sensitive again and helpful and courteous to the needs of others. 
 
In Galatians 5:13, this is the Amplified Bible.  It says:  “For you, brethren, were 
indeed called to freedom, only do not let your freedom be an incentive to your flesh 
and an opportunity or excuse for selfishness; but through love, you should serve one 
another.” 
 
So I realized that I had allowed the liberty of my flesh to be an opportunity for 
selfishness, and the Bible warns against that:  that our liberty is so that we can 
serve one another in love.  So I began to just realize that I was blessed to be on the 
end of the phone that was receiving the call instead of on the other end that was 
making the call. 
 
God began to show me.  He said, “Son, you are looking at it all wrong.  You should 
be happy to be hearing, because that means you are in a blessed position.  If they 
are calling you for help, you’re not doing the calling, you are receiving the call.”  He 
said “You’ve got to look at it, you are in a blessed position.  And I have blessed you, 
so you can bless others.” 
 
I began just to look at this thing, and I began to respond to every need and I began 
even to go further and brighten peoples’ day.  I believe that our minds should be full 
of ways to bless people.  Our minds should be full of ways to bless people.  All of 
these people that I encountered, I began thinking strategically and planning, “How 
can I bless them?  How can I make their day?”  I am talking about above and 
beyond what I had already done in terms of my time and ministry.  Now, I am 
talking about just doing some extraordinary, doing something special, thinking 
about it, planning.  I want to now strategically have my mind full of ways to bless 
other people.  Isn’t that good?  Praise God. 
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Let me read this Scripture.  I am almost out of town; but Romans 15, Verse 2, 
Amplified, says:  “Let each one of us make it a practice to make his neighbor happy.” 
 
I am out of time.  Those of you who are watching by television or listening, I want 
you to go to AirJesus.com.  You can listen to this message, Message No. 7334, 
“Living Unselfishly”.  You can also email it to a friend absolutely free of charge.  
 
Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, 
you need the Word. 
 
I didn’t get an opportunity to finish today; maybe we will pick up and continue next 
time.  But allow your hearts to be open, to be sensitive, to be caring, to be concerned 
with the needs of other people around you, because God will touch your heart to 
meet a need.  You are His hands and feet.  You are His physical body to meet the 
needs of people in this Earth, and it’s a very especial calling.  It’s a special favor.  
It’s a special anointing.  God has graced us with His own heart to meet the needs of 
His people in the Earth. 

 


