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PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, 
Brother, you need the Word. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: We welcome you today. We are certainly delighted and 
excited to have you join us for today’s broadcast. We welcome those of you joining us 
by television, those of you joining us at AirJesus.com. Stay tuned to today’s 
message. We are continuing something we started last week dealing with 
selfishness and coming out of our selfishness and just allowing some wonderful, 
wonderful things to happen in and through our lives. 
 
If you will, open your Bibles to the Book of Galatians; the Book of Galatians, 
Chapter 5, there in the New Testament … the Book of Galatians, Chapter 5. 
Galatians, Chapter 5, when you get there say “Amen.” 
 
Galatians, Chapter 5, and we are going to read Verse 13, Galatians 5:13, and then 
I’m also going to read it in the Amplified Bible. 
 
Well, let’s read together Galatians 5:13. Ready? Read:  “For brethren, ye have been 
called unto liberty, only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve 
one another.” I want to also read that in the Amplified Bible. The Amplified Bible 
really brings it out. It says, “For you, brethren, were indeed called to freedom, only 
do not let your freedom be an incentive to your flesh and an opportunity or excuse 
for selfishness; but through love, you should serve one another.” 
 
I like something that Philippians, Chapter 2, Verse 3 -- you don’t have to turn there 
-- but in the New Living Translation, the first part of it simply says, “Don’t be 
selfish.” … “Don’t be selfish.” 
 
Here in Galatians 5:13, notice that we’ve been called into freedom not for an 
incentive to our flesh to be selfish, but that we should serve one another. So I just 
want to use as a subject “Living Beyond Yourself” … “Living Beyond Yourself” .. 
“Living Beyond Yourself.” 
 
So many of us, we get stuck on ourselves and it’s hard to get past ourselves, because 
we keep so much drama going on; I started to say “so much baby-mama drama 
going on”. But we keep a lot of drama going on in our lives, and it is so easy to get 
stuck on ourselves, be consumed in our own affairs and our own little lives, and 
when we do that, we short-circuit some things that God wants to do in the Earth.  
 
God has poured His love into our hearts, and that love is not supposed to remain 
only in our hearts. We are to be like conduits that that love flows in us and through 
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us to be a blessing to the world. And so when we live merely for ourselves, we stop 
the flow of God’s love and blessing and goodness to the world; we stop it, and we 
short-circuit the good things that God desires to do through our lives and in the 
Earth. 
 
We define being “selfish” as “being concerned only with yourself; acting or thinking 
of one’s own well-being alone; being self-centered; self-serving;” having a me-first 
attitude, me first. We ask questions like, “What’s in it for me? What do I get out of 
it?” You know, we say things like, “I’m just trying to get mine. I have to look out for 
numero uno; I’m just looking out for me.” 
 
Then we even allow ourselves to get into the pity-party game, and we start even 
pitying ourselves:  “Look what they have done to me. Look how they have hurt me; 
look what they said to me; look at what has happened to me. Why is all of this 
happening to me? Woe is me.” 
 
Now, when we pity ourselves, that pity is really an inverted use of a powerful force 
that God never intended for you to use on yourself. That self-pity is literally 
compassion that is supposed to be poured outward to other people. And you have 
turned it inward, and it becomes distractive. It becomes a distractive force when we 
turn it toward ourselves, because that is an outward force that should flow to other 
people. So self-pity becomes destructive. Something that is supposed to be a blessing 
becomes a curse when we direct it and target it toward ourselves. 
 
So we are called to live beyond ourselves. I like something I read over in the Book of 
Philippians, Chapter 2, Verse 4. You don’t have to turn there; but in the Message 
Bible, it says this. It says:  “Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand.” 
It says, just forget yourself just long enough that you can help somebody. Forget 
about yourselves just long enough for you to lend a helping hand. 
 
So God really wants to get us out of ourselves. He wants to get us living beyond 
ourselves so that we can be a greater blessing to people. And the reason there is not 
a greater flow of God’s blessing and goodness and love and compassion towards 
people is because we have been hung up on ourselves. 
 
Turn to your neighbor and say, “It’s time to live beyond yourself.” 
 
CONGREGATION: It’s time to live beyond yourself. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: It’s time to live beyond yourself. So God really wants His 
life, He wants His love to flow through us as a conduit in the Earth, to be a blessing 
to people. There’s some good stuff in you. Turn to your neighbor and say, “There’s 
some good stuff in you.” 
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CONGREGATION: There’s some good stuff in you. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: There is some good. God has poured some good things in 
you. There are some good experiences in you; there are good gifts in you; there are 
good talents in you; there are blessings in you; there are things God has done in 
you. There are some things God has put and locked on the inside of you to be a 
blessing to people. But when we are so consumed on our own affairs, and when we 
lose sight of living beyond ourselves, we short-circuit the Power of God in what He 
wants to do in the lives of other people. 
 
I read a little joke about a woman and her husband. They were in the doctor’s office, 
and after the doctor had examined the husband, he turned to the man’s wife and 
said, “I need to speak with you privately for a moment.” When he brought the wife 
into his office, he said, “Listen, your husband has a rare disease, and he is dying; 
however, if you are extra-kind to him, extra-loving to him, if you just really go out of 
your way and serve him like a king, if you don’t irritate him, if you don’t nag him, if 
you don’t bother him, if you don’t fuss at him, I mean, if you don’t make him do 
anything, just let him have his way, let him be free, treat him as a king, let him do 
his own thing and make him feel good and just serve him hand and foot,” he said, “if 
you’ll do that, he’ll live and not die. So when the husband and wife got in their car 
and were driving home, the husband anxiously turned to his wife and said, “Well, 
what did he say?” She looked at him and said, “You’re dying” (laughing). 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: See, we can be so out for ourselves. We can live this life so 
stuck on ourselves that we’re not willing to be used of God to be a blessing to others.  
 
There are a few things I want to share with you that it takes to live beyond yourself. 
Number one, to live beyond yourself, you must be willing to make sacrifices. You 
must be willing to make sacrifices. Romans 12:1 says:  “Offer yourselves as a living 
sacrifice.” Now, in this context in which we’re studying, it is referring to being 
willing to sacrifice yourself to serve others; being willing to give up your own selfish 
pursuits for the well-being of someone else. So, offer yourselves as a living sacrifice. 
It is a sacrifice. It is. It will cost you something. And you must be willing to make a 
sacrifice in order to serve. 
 
Notice that whenever we want something personally, when we want something or 
there’s something we really want to do, we’re willing to sacrifice for ourselves, you 
know? If there’s something we want to buy, we’ll sacrifice. We’ll save. We’ll do what 
we have to do, because it’s something we want. If it’s something we want to do, if it’s 
something you really want to do, you will be there. You will do it, you know? I mean, 
if you really want to go to the game and you have tickets, you’re going to make 
concessions in your schedule to be there; however, if somebody else needs you, you 
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know, the inclination is not quite there for you to inconvenience yourself and your 
schedule for somebody else. And so to live beyond yourself, number one, you must be 
willing to sacrifice. It will cost you something. It will cost you something to be a 
blessing; to help somebody, it will cost you something. 
 
Turn to your neighbor and say, “It will cost you something.” 
 
CONGREGATION: It will cost you something. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: It will cost you time. It will cost you energy. It will cost you 
effort. It will cost you convenience. It will cost you money. I mean, it costs you; it 
costs you to help someone. It costs you. 
 
Remember when Jesus gave the parable of the good Samaritan, when he stopped to 
help that man, it cost him. He had to pick the man up, put the man on his mule. He 
had to go out of his way and find somewhere to take him; he had to find an inn to 
take him. And so this was a detour, this was a lot of effort, this was a lot of strain, 
this was a lot of hassle. Now, he’s late for his appointments, he’s late for wherever 
he was going. This has detoured him! It’s costing this man something! And then on 
top of that, he walks into the inn and says, “Take care of this man, and whatever it 
costs, I’ll pay the bill!” See, it cost him his time, his energy, his effort, his money. It 
costs. It’s a sacrifice. 
 
So that’s what the Bible says:  “Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice,” because it will 
cost you something to help somebody. You’ve got to be willing to give up your own 
selfish pursuits for the well-being of somebody else. It will cost you. 
 
The apostle Paul says:  “I die daily.” I have to relinquish all of my selfish pursuits so 
that I might carry out the cause of Christ in my life, so I’m willing to renounce all of 
the self-centered ambitions and put the interests of the Kingdom of God first in my 
life. 
 
Jesus also said in Matthew 10:39:  “He that loseth his life for My sake shall find it.” 
And so, notice, losing your life, that says sacrifice. That’s putting your own selfish 
pursuits aside in order that you might gain life, because you’re helping someone 
else. So, number one, you must be willing to sacrifice. 
 
This has really become one of my favorite Scriptures. You don’t have to turn there, 
but I’ll read it out of the Book of Romans, Chapter 15, really, Verses 1 through 3 
deal with this; but, really, I want to read Verse 2 in the Amplified Bible. It says:  
“Let each one of us make it a practice to please, to make happy his neighbor, for his 
own good.” … “Let each one of us make it a practice to please, to make happy his 
neighbor, for his own good.” 
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Number two dealing with living beyond yourself, you have to look for opportunities. 
You have to look for opportunities to bless people. Don’t wait for someone to ask. 
Don’t be so self-absorbed in your own life and in your own activities that you are not 
sensitive to see the needs around you. So, notice, a proactive verse here, Romans 
15:2 in the Amplified says:  “Let each one of us make it a practice … to make his 
neighbor happy for his good.” In other words, you ought to look for opportunities to 
bless people, to brighten peoples’ day, to make their lives better, to lift people. We 
ought to be out lifting people up wherever we can. 
 
Recently, as I was sharing with you last week, God really was dealing with me. He 
was really dealing with me, prompting me to start thinking of ways to bless people. 
Now, see, that actually takes some time. See, that’s not haphazard; that’s 
thoughtful planning, because, see, we will use our own thinking for our own selfish 
gain, won’t we? When you’re trying to figure out how you’re going to do this and do 
that and maneuver and make all of these moves, you think and you plan. So God 
says, “Use some of that same energy not just for yourself; start thinking of ways 
that you can drastically bless people and move them and bless them and brighten 
their lives!” 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Think of ways. Be creative! You know, be spontaneous! Do 
something to just blow somebody’s mind with goodness! Blow them away. 
 
So He just really moved me to start thinking of ways to bless people. Start thinking. 
Our minds should be full of ways to bless people. Start thinking. Who is it that you 
can think of that you can think of something to do to make their life brighter? I 
blessed someone so much last week, they left me almost a 30-minute message just 
proclaiming, “My God! My God!” 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: “I’ve never been hit like this!” You know, they said, “I just 
couldn’t believe it.” 
 
You want to surprise somebody. Who is it you can surprise? Who is it, somebody 
who has been forgotten, somebody who is left on the side, somebody that is lonely, 
what is it that you can do just to say, “I’m thinking about you, you are important. 
God loves you, and I just want you to know I was thinking of you today!” 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: See, that takes effort. That takes effort; that takes some 
creativity. It takes thoughtfulness and planning. So God was just impressing and 
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prompting me to start using my thought life to think of ways that I can bless people. 
Think of some out-of-the-box ways, something you can do for somebody that hasn’t 
been thought of before that nobody has done that will literally catch them off guard 
and surprise them, and they’ll be taken back! 
 
See, if you use your thinking along those lines, you know, the less time you’ll have 
to think of how somebody has mistreated you and criticized. So use your thought 
process to bless somebody, to make somebody’s day, to surprise somebody, just to do 
something. That’s what that verse says:  we ought to be making our neighbors 
happy … we ought to be making our neighbors happy. 
 
You are in the Earth, folks. Every day is an opportunity. Now, I forgot her name; 
but one lady said, “Big opportunities are seldom, but,” she said, “little opportunities 
surround us every day.” 
 
Every day when I awaken, my prayer has become, “God, let me do something, let 
me touch somebody’s life, let me bless somebody. God, use me!” See, this is living 
beyond yourself:  when you’re thinking and your thought process is now directed 
toward what you can do for others. 
 
I have good news for you, folks. When you start thinking and praying like that, the 
less you’ll have to start asking God to bless you. The less you’ll have to start asking 
Him, because all that is built in; it’s automatic. All of that is built in and automatic. 
 
Notice, now, when I read this verse out of the Amplified, Romans 15:2, notice what 
it says. It says:  “Let each one of us make it a practice to please, to make happy his 
neighbor” -- notice this part -- “for his own good.” 
 
I got confused when I read that. I was like, “Lord, for whose own good? For my 
neighbor’s own good? Am I making him happy for his own good?” But the 
impression I received in response, it’s a dual sword. You’re making him happy for 
his own good; but at the same time, it’s for your own good! 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: For your own good … for your own good! That’s Part No 3. 
That’s Part No. 3. Number one was, be willing to sacrifice; number two was, look for 
opportunities; point number three, it will do you good. It will do you good when you 
live beyond yourself. It will do you good. 
 
Helen Keller said this, “The unselfish effort to bring cheer to others will be the 
beginning of a happier life for ourselves.” 
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Confucius said, “He who wishes to secure the good of others has already secured his 
own.” 
 
Gandhi said, “The fragrance always remains on the hand that gives the rose.” You 
can’t give somebody a rose without the fragrance being left in your own hand. 
 
James Barrie said this:  “Those who bring sunshine into the lives of others cannot 
keep it from themselves.” 
 
So there is a built-in blessing. So when your mind and ways are full of blessing 
other people and doing good and when you are living beyond yourself, there’s 
something good locked in. I hate to sound selfish in this, but it’s true:  There’s some 
good locked in it for you! See, there we go back to you again (laughing). I thought we 
had gotten away from you, but we’re right back to you (laughing). 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: I remember this little Chinese proverb, and it says, “If you 
want to be happy for an hour, take a nap. If you want to be happy for a day, go 
fishing. If you want to be happy for a month, get married.” 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: “If you want to be happy for a year, inherit a fortune. But if 
you want to be happy for a lifetime, help other people.” Help other people. There is 
something that when you’re making other people happy, it makes you happy. It 
makes you happy. 
 
So God has built the system so that you can’t bless without being blessed! He’s built 
the system, so our chief joy and our greatest fulfillment in life is what we do for 
others. 
 
I like something that Albert Schweitzer said. He said, “The only real happy people 
are those who have learned how to serve.” … “The only real happy people are those 
who have learned how to serve.” 
 
So we all have this ability to brighten somebody’s day, to cheer somebody’s life, to 
make somebody better off in life through something, through a kind word or a 
gesture or a deed, something that we can do that God has given all of us. We all 
have this ability. But we’ve been so self-centered that we’ve short-circuited the 
creativity and the thoughtfulness and the kindness and the cheer that God desires 
to bring to the world. What if all of the people of God just went about every day 
doing as much good as they possibly could to everybody they contacted? 
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I like this poem, too. It says, “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in 
all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the 
people you can, as long as you ever can.” Isn’t that good? 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: That’s good. That is good. That is good. So it’s just a 
wonderful, wonderful way to live when we live beyond ourselves. Always be on the 
lookout. Always be on the lookout for ways to help others. A lot of times, we miss 
these opportunities, because we are just not sensitive. 
 
You don’t have to turn there; but Galatians 6:10 says:  “As we therefore have 
opportunity, let us do good to all men.” In other words, it’s saying there are going to 
be opportunities. There are going to be; don’t miss them. Don’t miss your 
opportunity to be a blessing. Sometimes when we’re so self-absorbed, we miss those 
opportunities because we are not sensitive to anybody else’s needs but our own, and 
we’re so busy looking at our own needs, we don’t see anybody else’s needs. But God 
is saying, “If you’ll get your eyes off of your own needs and start taking and meeting 
the needs of those around you, you won’t have any needs to worry about, because I’ll 
meet your needs,” says God. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: “I’ll take care of your needs if you’ll get busy meeting the 
needs of others, living beyond yourself.” So please, don’t miss opportunities. They 
are around us every day. 
 
The final point I wanted to make and I’m out of time; but the main thing is, the 
right attitude. Don’t grumble and complain about helping and serving. Keep a 
joyful, grateful, thankful attitude that God has called you and told you. 
 
We’re out of time. I want you to go to AirJesus.com. You can listen to this message 
in its entirety, Message No. 7335, “Living Beyond Yourself.” You can also email it to 
a friend absolutely free of charge. 
 
Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, 
you need the Word. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
(Music.) 


