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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! 
 
We are certainly delighted to have you, and we welcome you, those of you who are 
tuning in by television or over the internet at AirJesus.com. Stay tuned to today’s 
message. We are continuing a series about the blessing of God and getting the 
blessing of God on your life. I’ve been sharing some keys to being blessed, and we 
are continuing on sharing these powerful keys that will bring blessing into your life 
and allow you to operate with the blessing of God on you at all times and in all 
areas of your life. 
 
Open your Bibles, if you will, over to the Book of Ruth. The Book of Ruth is where 
we have been doing the majority of our study, pulling some keys from the Book of 
Ruth, Chapter 3. Ruth is in the Old Testament, and it is right behind the Book of 
Joshua; it is about the sixth or seventh book of the Bible if you are coming from 
Genesis. It is a small book there, the Book of Ruth. In Chapter 3, we will read two 
verses there, Ruth 3:10-11, and let’s read together in unison, Ruther 3:10-11. 
Ready? Read:  “And he said, blessed be thou of the Lord, my daughter:  for thou hast 
showed more kindness in the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou 
followedst not young men, whether poor or rich. And now, my daughter, fear not; I 
will do to thee all that thou requirest:  for all the city of my people doth know that 
thou art a virtuous woman.” 
 
I just want to use as a subject “Provoking A Blessing.” Here in Ruth 3:10-11, we see 
Boaz, who is a type of Christ in the Old Testament, and he literally prays that Ruth 
will be blessed, that the blessing of God would be on her; and He not only does that, 
he not only prays, he goes a step further and voluntarily says, “I am going to 
participate in blessing you.” 
 
The reason Boaz wanted to get involved in blessing Ruth is because he discerned 
qualities in her life. He discerns certain qualities in her life, and these qualities that 
he discerned in her life caused him to want to bless her. So in other words, she was 
provoking a blessing by the way she lived, by certain qualities that she had, certain 
traits that she had. It provoked him; it made him want to bless her! 
 
Now, that is a wonderful way to live, isn’t it? That’s a wonderful way to live where 
we live in such a way where it makes God want to bless us! It makes other people 
want to bless us! It makes people want to do stuff for you. That is the way you are 
supposed to live with, where they almost feel obligated. There are some things 
about you that are so good that it almost obligates them to bless you! It obligates 
them! 
 
So I began to realize that there are discernable qualities in the life of Ruth that 
provoked a blessing upon her, with God and with men. That is the highest form of 
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blessing, when the blessing is with God and with men. The Bible says that Jesus 
“grew in stature and in favor with God and with men.” Not only was God blessing 
His life, but men were blessing His life. We have to realize that much of the blessing 
of God will come through other people. God will bless you through other people! 
Everything doesn’t just fall out of the sky. It doesn’t just fall out of the sky or land 
on your front porch, no. Other people will discern certain qualities in your life, and 
when they discern these qualities and bump into these qualities, there is something 
about these qualities that you can have in your life that will cause people to want to 
bless you, to want to give you favor, to want to do you good, to want to call some 
good things to come into your life. 
 
So Ruth had these qualities; she had these qualities that provoked Boaz to bless 
her. Boaz couldn’t take it any more; he said, “My God bless you.” And he said, “Not 
only that, I will do whatever you want me to do!” She provoked him, so he discerned 
it. He began talking about some of it. He said, “I have discerned in you. I have seen 
the qualities. Your lifestyle is so good, there is something about your character. 
There are some traits about you that are worthy of being blessed!” And he said, “I 
can’t withhold the blessing. I’ve got to honor you with it, because you are provoking 
me with the way that you carry yourself and live your life.” 
 
I believe there are some powerful things that God says to us in the life of Ruth so 
that we can get these qualities in our lives, that we can have these traits, that we 
can live these things out and provoke a blessing in our lives. 
 
Now, you know, you can provoke somebody by certain things you do, and it will 
cause a reaction or cause a response. I remember when I was back in school, I had a 
young man who was irritating me in class and he finally provoked me. I finally went 
upside his head. I never had a problem out of that young man again. But he 
provoked me, because I am an easygoing guy and it is hard to get me upset; so when 
I go upside your head, you have provoked me. Every once in a while, I have to crack 
the whip. Every once and a while, people provoke me to crack the whip and I have 
to do what needs to be done, amen. 
 
I have run into that young man since -- and this was 20 years ago, back when I was 
in high school -- and when our eyes meet, he doesn’t forget. He still respects me to 
this day. He still remembers the day I went upside his head! I mean, he was 
bothering me in class and he just wouldn’t quit. I had to speak to him in a language 
he would understand! He didn’t understand any other language. So I had to come 
down on his level to speak to him where he would understand. And to this day, he 
still remembers that, and he still gently deals with me even when I see him today, 
because he remembers when he provoked me to action. 
 
But that is not what we are talking about. We are talking about provoking a 
blessing, provoking people to want to bless you, to cause good things to come into 
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your life, to flow into your life, to follow you in your life and for you to be richly 
blessed. 
 
Well, here are some qualities, because Ruth had this. She had this operating in her 
life. These things were working in her life, and if they worked for Ruth, they will 
work for you. If they worked for Ruth, they will work for me. These are qualities 
that have no respect to persons. Whosoever will, whoever will get involved with 
these qualities can be blessed. You can provoke a blessing. 
 
What we gleaned from Ruth’s life, we said, number one, Ruth was honorable. She 
was honorable. Number two, we said that Ruth was industrious. She was 
industrious. You’ll have to go back and listen to previous messages to get all these 
points. Number three, we said that Ruth had a loving and caring attitude. She was 
willing to serve others. She was willing to serve others, had a loving and caring 
attitude, willing to serve others. Through that, she had a great degree of humility. 
 
Let me say this about humility. The Bible says that humility precedes honor; pride 
goeth before a fall, but humility precedes honor. She lowered herself to work in the 
field to a menial job. She lowered herself, and her humility and her actions preceded 
the honor that came into her life. Humility precedes honor. 
 
Number four, we said about Ruth that she submitted and was obedient. Now, if you 
have your Bibles open to the Book of Ruth, turn over to Ruth 3:5-6. Notice what it 
says:  “And she said unto her, All that thou sayest unto me, I will do. And she went 
down unto the floor, and did according to all that her mother in law bade her.” 
Notice the submissiveness and the obedience that she had. 
 
Now, Naomi here, her mother-in-law, was a type of the Holy Spirit, because Naomi 
was leading and guiding her. That is what the Holy Spirit does in our lives:  He 
leads us and He guides us. So the Bible says in Isaiah 48:17:  “I am the Lord thy 
God which teacheth thee to profit … ” In other words, He is saying, “I am the Lord 
thy God, and I teach you how to be profitable in every area of your life. I teach you 
how to do things that will be of benefit, gain to you, in every area of your life.” 
 
Then He goes on to say:  “ … which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.” 
In other words, He is saying, “I can teach you.” This is what God is saying:  “I will 
teach you how to profit in every area of your life:  your marriage, your money, your 
job, your career, your relationships, your work; it doesn’t matter, your health, your 
body. I will teach you how to profit in every area of your life.” This is what God says 
in Isaiah 48:17:  “I am the one who teaches profit. I teach you on how to gain, how to 
benefit, how to be better, in every area of your life.” 
 
But here is the key:  “I teach you the way you should go.” Here is the key. So God is 
saying, “If you’ll listen and respond and be obedient and submissive to where I am 
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leading you, it will bring that profit into whatever area of life you need it. I will lead 
you. If you will follow my leading, I will lead you to profit in your health. I know 
how to heal your body; I know how you should be well and how you should feel well 
and be full of energy, vitality and prosperous. I will lead you to those things, but 
you’ve got to listen! You’ve got to listen to me, I will lead you.” 
 
So Naomi is a type of that Holy Spirit; she is leading and guiding Ruth, and Ruth 
says, “Whatever you say, I will do.” She went down and did everything that Naomi 
was telling her to do, and there’s a portrait there of submitting and obeying the 
Spirit of God and the Word of God, God’s Word and His prompting in our hearts and 
spirit when He tells you to do something when He is leading. 
 
You can tell when God is prompting you to get some rest. He is prompting you to get 
some rest, because He knows how to profit your body. You can tell when God is 
prompting you to stop eating all that fast food and stop drinking all those diet sodas 
and all this stuff that is killing. He is prompting you, because He is trying to lead 
you into an area that will be profitable to you. 
 
So God will prompt you in every area that will bring profit, gain and benefit to your 
advantage if you will listen! If you will listen, if you’ll go, He said, “I will lead you in 
the way you should go.” So all you’ve got to do is be responsive, listen to Him, obey 
Him and follow the leading of the Lord. He will prompt you; He will show you. Be 
quiet, listen, let Him lead you and let Him guide you. That is another sermon. We 
are not talking about that right now. Right now we are talking about something 
else. But listen. He will lead you where you should go if you are willing to be 
submitted and obedient. 
 
Also, Ruth shows being submitted to people. You got to be willing. Listen, you have 
to learn how to follow before you can ever be a leader. Ruth understood that. She 
didn’t try to lead; she was interested in following. 
 
You will never be qualified to lead if you are not willing to follow. You know why? 
Because you will reproduce what you are. So if you ever get in a place of leadership, 
you will only attract those people who are going to rebel against your leadership, 
the same way you rebelled against somebody else’s leadership! You reproduce what 
you are! You never attract what you want; you attract what you are! You reproduce 
what you are. So if you don’t know how to follow instructions and if you don’t know 
how to obey somebody who has authority over you, you will never be an effective 
leader, because you will only breed people under you who will rebel your authority 
because those are the very seeds you planted yourself. Those are the very seeds you 
planted yourself. 
 
I have seen people and worked for people, and they snatch off to start their own 
thing with a spirit of rebellion. I always say in those instances they will only attract 
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employees and people who are going to work for them who are also going to snatch 
off from them and start their own, because they have sown that seed. They didn’t 
know how to submit; they didn’t know how to follow instructions, how to obey! That 
is a powerful characteristic:  just learn to follow instructions. Learn to obey. Learn 
to submit to authority! Learn to submit to authority, because that trait will follow 
you in your leadership when you become entrusted into a position of leadership. 
Now, you breed people who are willing to follow and submit and obey your 
authority, because that is the example that you’ve lived in your life. 
 
So Ruth, notice, did exactly what she was told. She obeyed. So, be willing to submit 
and be obedient. 
 
Number five, she did not complain and she was never negative. She never 
complained, and she was never negative. Now, keep in mind, Ruth had come out of 
a horrendous experience here, because she lost her husband. Her husband died, so 
here she is a widow with no way to fend for herself. She never complained, and she 
was never negative. Now, not only did she lose her husband; but here she is, stuck 
with her mother-in-law. You all didn’t hear me:  I said she was stuck with her 
mother-in-law. 
 
Now, listen. She has to go out and work to support her mother-in-law. She never 
complained! She never looked back and said, “You can work, can’t you?” She never 
looked at Naomi and questioned. She never said, “Why do I have to do all the work? 
Two of us are living around here. You’re able to eat, you should be able to work!” 
 
She could have had an attitude. She could have had a serious attitude. She could 
have complained:  “I am out here on my knees and hands all day in this hot sun, 
and I’ve got to sit here and get just the little dregs that are left and beg and borrow 
my way!” She never complained. She never got angry and said, “God, you took my 
husband! You let him die; you left me alone, stuck with my mother-in-law! I don’t 
have anything!” She never complained; she never was negative. She didn’t dwell on 
her past hurts, her loss or even her present circumstances. 
 
God can never bless us if we are constantly complaining, negative, dwelling on past 
hurts and loss or even our present bad circumstances, because the principle is, you 
only get more of whatever you are focused on. 
 
T. Harv Eker said this. He said, “What you focus on expands in your life.” So if you 
are complaining and you are negative about something, you are going to get more of 
that, because it’s what you focus on. So if you are focused on what has happened to 
you, how hard, the unfair hand life has dealt you; if you focus on that, you are going 
to get more unfair treatment if you focus on your losses. 
 



 - 7 -

She never once mentioned the losing of her husband. If you focus on your losses, you 
are going to lose more. Whatever you focus on expands in your life. So she was 
never negative, and she did not complain. That’s a powerful principle that we learn 
from the life of Ruth. 
 
Number six, Ruth remained faithful. Proverbs 28:20 says this:  “A faithful man 
shall abound with blessings.” “Faithful” means to be “constant, steadfast, having 
stability, conscientious, firm, steady, dedicated, dependable.” She was faithful in 
her commitment; she was faithful in her work; she was faithful in her word. She 
was faithful. Now, notice what the Bible says in Proverbs 28:20, “A faithful man 
shall abound with blessings.” 
 
Let me ask you this question:  how are you handling where you are? How are you 
handling where you are right now? How are you handling it? There is no need for 
you to get a promotion if you are not faithful in the current job you’re in right now. 
Let’s just forget about talking about promotions. Are you faithful of doing what you 
are doing, your assignment, right now? Are you faithful? Let’s not talk about 
promotion; let’s talk about faithfulness, because if you’re faithful along enough, 
promotion will automatically come. No need to focus on promotion; focus on being 
faithful. How are you handling it? 
 
People are praying, “Believe in God for a better job.” How are you handling the job 
you’re in? How are you handling the job you’re in, because that is going to 
determine whether or not you are going to get a better job? How are you handling 
where you are? 
 
Are you excellent where you are? Are you doing your very best? Are you at a place 
where there’s absolutely nothing you could do better where you are? That’s what 
causes promotion. Promotion comes when you’ve overqualified yourself for where 
you are; that’s what causes promotion:  when there is just absolutely no way you 
can remain there, because you’ve done everything there is to do with such 
excellence, you are overqualified and somebody’s got to move you out of there and 
move you to a higher place. 
 
How are you handling where you are? Wherever you are faithful, the Bible says you 
are going to abound with blessings. If you are faithful at home with your family, 
your family is going to abound with blessings. If you are faithful at work in your job, 
your work is going to abound with blessings. It doesn’t matter the area; wherever 
you are faithful, the blessing attaches itself to faithfulness. It attaches itself to 
faithfulness. 
 
So wherever you are, how are you handling where you are? A lot of people say, “I 
want a new car.” How are you taking care of the car you’ve got? “I want a new 
house.” Is your current house clean? Is it well-kept? Is it well-maintained? How are 
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you handling what you have now? How are you handling it? How are you handling 
what you have, because the Bible says, “If you are faithful over little, now you can 
be a faithful ruler over much” is what Jesus said, “I will make you a ruler if you 
handle what you’ve got with excellence, do your best, you are doing your very best.” 
If you’re driving a clunker, get it tuned up, get it cleaned up, keep it immaculate, 
because if you’re faithful over that clunker, now God can trust you to bless you with 
something better! But you’ve got to take care of what you’ve already got! Take care 
of what you’ve already got; be faithful. Be faithful in your relationship, faithful with 
your wife, faithful with your kids and faithful on your job. The blessings of God 
attach themselves to faithfulness. 
 
I’m out of time; Man, I’m out of time. Go to AirJesus.com; you can listen to this 
message, Message No, 7340, “Provoking A Blessing.” You can also email it to a 
friend absolutely free of charge. 
 
Thank you for joining us at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the 
Word. 


