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PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, 
Brother, you need the Word. So delighted to have you join us today, those of you 
watching by television or joining us at AirJesus.com. Stay tuned to today’s message. 
We’ve been discovering some powerful keys from the book of Ruth that will really 
bless your life if you catch ahold of them and begin to walk in them. I’m just amazed 
of how much God packed into this little book of Ruth. I had read Ruth before, but I 
had never seen all of this, didn’t know it existed. It’s amazing how much God has 
locked in His word to be a blessing to us today. God’s word is timeless. And even 
when Ruth was written, He had us in mind with things to powerfully impact and 
change our lives and cause us to be blessed. 
 
So if you will, open your bibles to the book of Ruth, the Book of Ruth, Chapter 1; 
and I want to read Verses 14 through 18; Ruth Chapter 1, Verses 14 through 18. 
Ready? Let’s read together in unison, Verses 14 through 18. Ready? Read. 
 
“And they lifted up their voice and wept. And Orpah” -- I started to say “Oprah” -- 
“kissed her mother-in-law; but Ruth clave unto her. And she said, “Behold ,thy 
sister-in-law is gone back unto her people and unto her gods. Return thou after thy 
sister-in-law.” And Ruth said, entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee, for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will 
lodge. Thy people shall be my people, and thy God, my God. Where thou diest, I will 
die, and there will I be buried. The Lord do so to me and more.” Go ahead and 
continue reading there. 
 
Praise God. I just want to use this at the service. This is a narration of a point 
where Ruth was sending her two daughters-in-law away. They were the only two 
that remained in her family, and now she was bidding them farewell, sending them 
away. And Ruth refused to leave, and she claved to her mother-in-law and she said, 
“You know, I’m going to follow you. I’m going to follow after you wherever you go. 
Your God is going to be my God, your people, my people. What you do, I’m doing. 
Where you die, I’ll die.” 
 
I just want to use as the subject today “Willing to Pursue”, “Willing to Pursue”. 
Turn to your neighbor and say, “God wants us to be willing to pursue.” Here are two 
women, these two daughters-in-law, Ruth and not Oprah, but Orpah. Ruth and 
Orpah, the two daughter-in-laws of Naomi, and they’re being sent away. And here’s 
what I’m beginning to notice:  two women in the same circumstance; neither of 
them was invited to continue with their mother-in-law; both of them were told to go 
back. One turned and went back, and we never hear anything of her again. The 
other pursues; the other pursues her mother-in-law. The other pursues her destiny. 
And the one who pursues turns out to be a figure in history, the grandmother of a 
great King, the greatest King who ever lived. Literally, the lineage of the Lord 
Jesus Christ flowed from her as she set into motion being a part of birthing the 
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lineage of the Lord Jesus Christ, coming out of her the greatest King that ever lived, 
all because she chose to pursue. 
 
Now, the one that didn’t pursue, we never hear anything else about her; so 
evidently, her life never amounted to anything of any significance. But the one who 
pursued is recorded in the annals of history as a great woman of God and a woman 
who’s a grandmother to the Throne, all because she chose to pursue. She refused to 
take no for an answer. Her mother-in-law said, “No, you can’t go.” Ruth wouldn’t 
hear it. She refused to take no for an answer. Listen to this attitude of pursuing: 
She refused to take no for an answer; she refused to quit; she refused to give up her 
destiny. And so there is a type of tenacity to purpose here, a determination that she 
has. 
 
The word “pursue” as Webster defines “pursue”, “pursue” means “to follow in an 
attempt to capture”, “to follow and an attempt to capture” meaning you’re going 
after something. You’re going to get something. You’re going to lay hold of 
something. 
 
And so Ruth, I believe, in her mind she was following after to capture something 
from Naomi. She wanted to capture her love. She wanted to capture her friendship. 
She wanted to capture her wisdom. She wanted to capture her guidance. She 
wanted to capture her experience. She wanted to capture her knowledge of God. I 
believe eventually she wanted to capture her destiny. I believe somehow innately, 
she was divinely and intuitively led that her destiny was somehow tied to her 
mother-in-law. Her destiny was tied to Naomi, and so she was pursuing her destiny! 
She was pursuing, to follow in an attempt to capture. That was “pursue” means, “to 
follow in an attempt to capture”. She was pursuing to get something. Turn to your 
neighbor and say, “She was pursuing to get something.” 
 
And so what this speak to us today is that not everything will float to us and fall in 
our laps. There are some things we have to pursue. There are some things that we 
have to get up and go and get. And so, notice, Ruth was not conveniently invited to 
go along. She was told no. She was told to go home, go back. So there are going to be 
places and there are going to be times where you’re not going to be conveniently 
invited to reach your destiny or to achieve greatness or to achieve success or to 
reach your goals and all of these things. They’re not going to be convenient is what 
they’re saying. It’s not going to be convenient. There are going to be some doors 
slammed in your face, and there may be times where you will be told to go home. 
 
I heard an interesting story about Ray Charles. When Ray Charles first started, he 
went in for his first audition for a part. And as he sat at the piano and sang and 
played, the producer who was auditioning him simply yelled back to the young man, 
Ray, as he finished. He said, “Sorry, son, you’re not good enough.” Ray said that 
when he went home, he determined in himself that never again, as long as he lived, 
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never again would someone say to him, “Sorry, son, you are not good enough.” He 
began to pursue excellence. He pursued his talent. He pursued with an unwavering, 
unswerving, with a certainty, with a determination, ”From here on out when they 
hear me play, there will be nobody else like Ray.” That rhymed. I didn’t even mean 
to make that rhyme. He was determined. He had a pursuing attitude. He was 
willing to pursue. When a door had been shut, when he had been told to go home 
just like Ruth, he wouldn’t do it. He had an attitude of  pursuing. He was willing to 
pursue. 
 
So Ruth shows us something here about an attitude of pursuing, about being willing 
to pursue. Everything is not going to be laid out conveniently for you. You’re not 
going to be invited. Some doors are going to be closed. You are going to be told to go 
home! 
 
But it’s in those moments you have to make up your mind, “I’m going to pursue. I 
am not going to quit. I am going to get better. I’m going to do what I need to do. I’m 
going to plan. I’m going to perfect my gift, perfect my talent, perfect my craft and, 
baby, I’m coming back. I’m pursuing something! I’m going after something.” So 
remember that definition of “pursue is “to follow after something to capture it”. 
You’re after something! You are after something. You’re after something. 
 
There was an unknown author, and he wrote this and I like this. He used all Ps. He 
said, “Plan purposely, prepare prayerfully, proceed positively, and then pursue 
persistently.” 
 
I was reading recently some of the life story of Thomas Edison, unusual inventor, 
genius who had over a thousand patents to his credit. It was interesting to note that 
when he was inventing the light bulb, he had to try 10,000 times before he got it 
right. The interesting thing about Thomas Edison is that he had such a wonderful, 
favorable outlook on life, a wonderful attitude. And he said, “I didn’t fail 9,999 
times. I found 9,999 ways that don’t work.” That’s the way he looked at it. He just 
had a wonderful outlook. I even read that toward the end of his life, he was about  
67 years old, and he had a 14-building complex for his laboratory and all of the 
things where he created products and manufactured, and it caught on fire. And they 
said he had such a wonderful attitude that when his complex caught on fire, he told 
his kids, “Go get your mama, because she will never see a fire like this again.” Isn’t 
that a wonderful attitude? And he said, “This doesn’t bother me. I’ve been through 
hard times before.” He said, “I’m not too old to rebuild. I’ll rebuild it.” He said, “I’m 
67. I know that’s a little old; but,” he said, “I plan to live to 100, so I got plenty of 
time.” And honestly, he did. He rebuilt. He lived another 17 years, because he had 
such a wonderful attitude. But he had a pursuing attitude. He wouldn’t quit. He 
wouldn’t quit 10,000 times. Before he could get that incandescent light bulb, he got 
all the materials just right and got it working, 10,000. He had an attitude of 
pursuing. He was willing to pursue. 
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So what is this saying to you? That there are some things that you’ll never achieve, 
you’ll never explore, you’ll never grab hold. They’ll never be yours if you are 
unwilling to pursue them. Everything is not going to work right the first time. 
You’re not going to be an overnight success all of a sudden. No, there’s an attitude 
there. You have to be willing to pursue. 
 
I like something here that Thomas Edison also said. He said, “Many of life’s failures 
are people who did not realize how close they were to success when they gave up.” 
“Many of life’s failures are people who did not realize how close they were to success 
when they gave up.” 
 
And so the Bible teaches us to have a pursuing attitude, to be willing to pursue. I’m 
just going to briefly look at some Scripture; you don’t have to turn there, but 
Matthew 7:7, something we’re all familiar with, it says, “Ask, seek, and knock.” 
Look here, I want you to see the pursuing. Now, those words in the Greek, they’re 
present tense, and they are really present-tense gerunds, which denotes continuous 
actions. So what they’re really saying in the Greek translation to English, they are 
really saying in the present tense denoting a continuous action. They’re saying, 
”Ask and keep on asking. Knock and keep on knocking. Seek and keep on seeking. 
Ask, whoever asks will receive. Whoever knocks, the door shall be opened. Whoever 
seeks shall find.” Notice the pursuing attitude. 
 
Notice, God didn’t say, “Knock”; He said, “Knock, and keep knocking.” If they don’t 
respond to the first knock, keep on knocking! “Ask.” If they turn you down, ask 
again. Ask somebody else. Go somewhere else! Ask, and keep on asking. Notice this 
will to pursue that Jesus taught Himself. Jesus taught that verse. He said, “Ask, 
and keep on asking. Seek, and keep on seeking.” He said, “Knock, and keep on 
knocking.” Don’t just look one time and come back and say, “Well, it didn’t work, 
and that’s it.” No! There’s an attitude of pursuit that leads to success. There’s an 
attitude of pursuit that’s vital in life. And the Bible teaches this principle of being 
willing to pursue… willing to pursue. 
 
I had a gentleman that made me so mad. He had been struggling for a long time, a 
number of years just struggling and couldn’t get his life together. And he told me, 
he said, “I finally had the opportunity to put me where I needed to be.” And he said, 
“There’s a certification course I needed to take. The instructor somehow got me a 
slot at a discount. I was able to take the course for $150.” He said, “The problem is, I 
didn’t have $150.” 
 
Now, this course would have changed his course, because it would have given him 
the certification he needed to launch his career. And he told me, “I didn’t have the 
$150.” I said, “What did you do?” He said, “Well, I didn’t take the course.” I was 
almost speechless. I was almost speechless. I was like, ”You let $150 stop something 
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that was about to catapult you into your career that would have changed your life? 
Couldn’t you have washed some cars quickly? Couldn’t you have cut some grass 
somewhere? Couldn’t you have called 15 people and borrowed $10 each from them?” 
I said, “If you had called me, I would have given you the $150 if it was going to 
change your life!” I said, “You didn’t try! You didn’t attempt! You didn’t pursue 
anything! No wonder you’re in the mess you’re in! You have no drive! You have no 
determination! You have no gumption! You have no get-up-and-go! Those are the 
things that are necessary to make it in any type of life! You’ve got to have drive. 
You’ve got to have determination. You’ve got to find a way. Your motto should be, 
‘Find a way’. Find a way. There’s no such thing that there can’t be to find a way to 
do it; you just haven’t discovered a way to do it. Find a way. Find a way.” 
 
I really like this woman that was a woman staying with my grandmother. My 
grandmother was on dialysis for about five years, and that’s pretty much the length 
and it had come to an end. The doctors were basically sending her home. They said, 
“There’s nothing else we can do. You know, she used up. There’s nothing we can do.” 
One of my mother’s friends was staying with my grandmother, and my 
grandmother basically had been sent home to die with nothing to do. And this lady 
who was with my grandmother, she wouldn’t hear it. She said, “What do you mean, 
there’s nothing?” That lady got on the phone and began calling doctors everywhere, 
looking for a solution. And finally she found one, and they told him exactly what to 
do; they did the procedure. My grandmother lived another few years. Her life was 
extended a few more years, because one lady refused to take no for an answer. She 
found a way. She said, “There must be a way.” And my grandmother said, “That 
woman is something.” She said, “This woman has extended my life.” And she looked 
at that woman with a difference, because here’s a woman who was intent on finding 
a way. “What do you mean the doctors have given you up to die, and there’s no way 
for you to live? No, they just don’t know a way. You need to find it. You need to do 
your own research! You need to do your own! I’m tired of people that just lay up in a 
corner and die, because the doctors told them, ’You’ve got two weeks to live, and 
there’s nothing we can do about it.’ Well, you need to say, ’Thank you, Mr. Doctor. I 
appreciate all your help; but I’m going to do something, because this is my life. And 
I’m going to find somebody somewhere. I don’t care if I have to go to the jungles of 
Africa and smoke weed all night long, I’m going to find something to help me!” 
 
You’ve got to be willing to pursue. You’ve got to have an attitude of pursuit. Find a 
way, find a way. Find a way. This is what the Bible says:  ask, and keep on asking. 
Seek, and keep on seeking. Knock. It’s letting you know, there are going to be times 
you are going to initially be denied. You’re going to initially be turned down. 
Initially, it’s going to look gloomy. Initially, it’s going to look like there’s no way. But 
this is where your pursuing kicks in. This is where you refuse to quit. 
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I know people right now who are walking who doctors said would never walk again, 
because they refused to quit. They refused to hear that. You’ve got to be willing to 
pursue. You‘ve got to be willing to pursue. 
 
I like the apostle Paul. You don’t have to turn there, but in Philippians 3, he said, 
“I’m following after that,” which, remember, the definition of “pursue” is “following 
after to obtain; following after to get ahold of something”. And Paul said, “I’m 
following after that. I’m pursuing that for which I have been apprehended.” In other 
words, he is saying, “God has called me to do something. He interrupted my life. 
There is something there, there is a purpose, there is a destiny. And,” Paul said, 
“I’m pursuing it. I’m trying to find out exactly what it is.” 
 
Do you know, you’ve got to pursue the will of God for your life? Listen, it’s not going 
to be so easy where just handwriting is on the wall all the time exactly. Sometimes, 
you’ve got to look. You’ve got to look at your abilities. Look at the opportunities. 
Look at your gifts. You’ve got to look, pursue it. Find some different things. See 
what works. See what makes you feel good, what makes you jump out of bed, what 
excites you. You’ve got to pursue. You’ve got to look. You’ve got to have this attitude 
like the apostle Paul. He said, “I’m after it.” He said, “I don’t quite know what God 
wants for me; but one thing about it, I’m not stopping until I find out.” And he was 
pursuing. “I’m apprehending that for which I have been apprehended.” He said, 
“There’s something God wants with me, and I’m not stopping until I found out 
exactly what it is. That’s my determined purpose.” You’ve got to be willing to 
pursue, willing to pursuit, willing to pursue. 
 
Everything in the Kingdom of God calls for us to pursue it. Psalms 34:14 says, “Seek 
peace, and pursue it.” In other words, it may not be peaceful. It may not be easy to 
find peace. You made be in a chaotic circumstance, chaotic situation. But the Bible 
says, “Seek it. Seek peace, and pursue it. Go after it. Go do whatever you’ve got to 
do to bring yourself into peace and holiness.” I don’t care, you’ve got to go after it. 
Seek it! Pursue it! It may not be readily there, but in other words, God is saying, 
“There are some things you can do to pursue the peace. You can go after peace and 
bring it home. Bring it home.” I don’t care. Your children may be acting crazy. 
You’ve got to go after Him. You’ve got to pursue Him. Don’t give up. If your 
husband’s acting up, don’t give up. Pursue him. Pursue them. Pursue peace, and 
bring it home. You’ve got to go after it. 
 
The apostle Paul told Timothy, in 1 Timothy 6:11. He said, “Follow after” -- 
remember, that’s our definition. “Pursue” means “to follow after to capture”. Paul 
told Timothy, 1 Timothy 6:11, “Follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
patience.” You’ve got to follow after it. You’ve got pursue the things of God. 
 
Jesus says, “Seek the Kingdom of God. Seek ye first.” You’ve got to pursue it! You’ve 
got to look for God! Go find Him. You’ve got to find Him. You’ve got to go after God! 
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God says, “You draw near to Me, I’ll draw near to you.” He said, “You’ve got to come 
looking. Pursue me. Come after me.  Be hungry. Have a hunger.” Oh, man, you’ve 
got to be hungry. You’ve got to be hungry. You’ve got to be hungry. 
 
So often, we miss out on things, because we are waiting on them to happen instead 
of making something happen. You’ve got to make something happen. Mike Murdoch 
said this. He said, “You will never possess what you are unwilling to pursue.” “You 
will never possess what you are unwilling to pursue.” 
 
Abraham Lincoln said this, ”Things may come to those who wait, but only the 
things left by those who hustle.” 
 
I’m out of time. I want you to go to www.AirJesus.com, and you can listen to this 
message, “Willing to Pursue”, Message No. 7342, and you can also email it to a 
friend absolutely free of charge. Thank you so much for joining us at Brothers of the 
Word, because, Brother, you need the Word. 
 
Praise God, praise God. We are pursuing something; and we’re not finished, because 
we’re pursuing something. We’re going after something. We’re going after to capture 
something. Praise God. Amen, amen, amen. Praise God. 
 
 


