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PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, 
Brother, you need the Word! 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Praise God. We are certainly delighted to have you worship 
with us today. Thank you for tuning in, those of you who are joining us by television 
or joining us live online at AirJesus.com. We welcome you to today’s service, and I 
want you to stay tuned. Today, I just want to share something with you about God’s 
care and your life and how much He cares for you. 
 
Just before we jump into some Scriptures, I would like to share something 
humorous. I ran across it this week, and whenever I do that I like to share it. But 
anyway, there was a young man who was working in a grocery store. He was 
working in the produce department. A lady came by and asked him if she could buy 
a half-head of lettuce. He snarled at her and said, “Ma’am, God didn’t make lettuce 
in half-heads; He made the whole heads of lettuce, and that’s the way we sell it.” He 
could tell the woman was kind of agitated with him, so he said, “Would you like for 
me to go and ask my manager?” She said, “I certainly would appreciate that.” 
 
So he walked to the manager at the front of the store, and he said, “Listen, this is a 
half-brain, half-wit stupid woman in the back of the store who’s asking to buy a half 
a head of lettuce.” So the manager motioned behind him, because the lady had 
followed him to the front of the store. He turned around, saw her and said, “And 
this nice lady would like to buy the other half” (laughing). 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: The manager was really impressed with his quick sense of  
thought and how he was able to handle that so quickly, so a little later the manager 
complimented him and asked, “How were you able to think so fast to take of that 
situation? That was brilliant. How did you do that?” The young man said, “Well, I’m 
from Grand Rapids; that’s why. In Grand Rapids, we’re known for our great hockey 
teams and we’re known for our ugly women.” The manager frowned and said, “My 
wife is from Grand Rapids.” The young man asked, “Which hockey team did she 
play for?” (laughing) 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: It’ll take some of you a minute to get that one, but … 
(laughing). 
 
(Laughter.) 
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PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Open your Bibles over to the Book of John, the Gospel of 
John, Chapter 10. Some of you are just now getting it, but the humor is there if you 
search hard enough (laughing); John, Chapter 10. Let’s read Verses 2 through 5, 
and we’ll also read Verses 11 through 16; John, Chapter 10, Verses 2 through 5 and 
also Verses 11 through 16. When you get there say, “Amen.” 
 
CONGREGATION: Amen. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Let’s read together in unison. Ready? Read:  “But he that 
entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter openeth; and 
the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them 
out. And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep 
follow him:  for they know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee 
from him:  for they know not the voice of strangers.” 
 
And also pick up there at Verses 11 through 16:  “I am the good Shepherd:  the good 
Shepherd giveth His life for the sheep. But he that is an hireling, and not the 
Shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the 
sheep, and fleeth:  and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The 
hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am the good 
Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine. As the Father knoweth Me, 
even so know I the Father:  and I lay down My life for the sheep. And other sheep I 
have, which are not of this fold:  them also I must bring, and they shall hear My 
voice; and there shall be one fold, and one Shepherd.” 
 
I just want you to notice the beginning of Verse 11:  “I am the good Shepherd.” Also 
notice Verse 11:  “I am the good Shepherd:  the good Shepherd giveth His life for the 
sheep.” I also want you to notice Verse 14:  “I am the good Shepherd, and know My 
sheep, and am known of Mine.” 
 
I just want to use as the subject “The Good Shepherd” … “The Good Shepherd” … 
“The Good Shepherd”. God has always related His relationship to us beautifully 
throughout Scripture in parallel to the relationship of a shepherd and his flock or 
his sheep. And so Jesus reveals Himself to being the good Shepherd, the good 
Shepherd in our lives. 
 
I want you to notice Verse 14 and Verse 15; notice the relationship that is set forth. 
Verse 14 and Verse 15:  “I am the good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am 
known of Mine.” And notice Verse 15:  “As the Father knoweth Me, even so know I 
the Father.” So notice the relationship. He says, “I know the Father; the Father 
knows Me.” Just as I know the Father and the Father knows Me, I know My sheep 
and My sheep know Me.” So He now parallels His relationship, the Shepherd, with 
the sheep is following the pattern of the relationship of Christ the Son and the 



 - 4 -

Father:  “So as the Father knows Me and I know the Father, so My sheep know Me, 
and I know the sheep.” So He models the relationship, the same relationship that 
He has with God, we are entitled to the same relationship with Him that He has 
with His Father. So the Shepherd and the sheep share the same relationship that 
the Son and the Father share. 
 
Flip over to Psalms 100; Psalms 100. Psalms 100, notice the reference here that is 
made of our being the sheep and He is our Shepherd. Notice Psalms 100 and Verse 
3; Psalms 100 and Verse 3. Notice what it says. It says:  “Know ye that the Lord, He 
is God. It is He that hath made us and not we ourselves.” Notice this:  “We are His 
people and the sheep of His pasture.” So once again, we get the symbolism here that 
we are the sheep, He is the Shepherd; we are His people, the sheep of His pasture.” 
 
While you’re there in Psalms 100, flip back just a couple more divisions to Psalms 
95, Psalms 95, and notice Verse 7; Psalms 95 and Verse 7, notice what it say:  “For 
He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand.” My 
Bible translates the latter portion of that by saying:  “We are the sheep under His 
care.” 
 
I was reminded of … you don’t have to turn there, but 1 Peter 5:7 says:  “Cast all 
your care upon Him, for He careth for you.” And it finally made sense to me, 
because He’s the Shepherd. He’s the Shepherd; we are the sheep, and the Shepherd 
cares for the sheep. That’s His job; that’s His role; that’s His function; that’s what 
He operates in; that’s what He does:  the Shepherd tends to the sheep; He cares for 
the sheep. 
 
I was even reading a little about shepherds, and it just talked about the constant 
care from sunup to sundown. They are inspecting the state of their flocks, making 
sure each sheep is healthy and feeling good and is eating and is properly nourished 
and rested and refreshed. The shepherd does not sleep very well, because he must 
keep his ears open in case there is just one bleeding from one sheep, in case one 
sheep wanders off somewhere, the shepherd is always ready to go. That’s why the 
Bible says that we’re compared to the 99, where it talks about the shepherd will 
leave the 99 to go after 1 sheep, because he cares so much for the sheep that even if 
1 goes astray, the shepherd goes and spends hours and hours looking for that sheep. 
I found and discovered that if the sheep somehow rolls onto his back, he is not able 
to get up; he is just stuck on his back and eventually he will die there. That is why if 
a sheep ever wanders away from the flock, from the fold, the shepherd must find 
him, because he knows that the sheep will die if he is not found. So there is an 
intense search by the shepherd. There is intense care and love and, I mean, just 
attention. He tends to the sheep; he leads them; he guides them; he provides for 
them; he cares for them; he nourishes them. 
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Notice what Jesus says:  He lays down his life for the sheep … lays down His life for 
the sheep. 
 
So I was thinking about this, and the Holy Spirit said something to me as I was 
thinking about this that I want to say to you. He said to me, “Relax, and live in light 
of My care.” He just simply said, “Relax.” Everybody just take a deep breath. “Relax, 
and live in light of My care for you.” It really ministered to me, because I realize 
how hectic life can be, how much anxiety and how many cares and, you know, the 
burdens that we have and the stress and the distraction and, you know, just the 
heavy weight of life. We’re so tense, and we’re carrying all of this stuff, not realizing 
there is Somebody who cares for us. 
 
CONGREGATION: Amen. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: And He simply said to me, “Relax; relax, relax.” And I had to 
just stop. He said, “Relax, and begin living your life in light of the fact that I care for 
you.” 
 
CONGREGATION: Amen. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Relax. Relax, and live in light of His care. Live in light of 
His care. We don’t have to be worried and stressed out and full of anxiety and care if 
we only realize, folks, that we have a Shepherd. Now, here’s the difference:  not all 
sheep are well off, because it depends on who is the shepherd. If there is a shepherd 
who is not tending to the flock, those sheep are going to suffer as a result. This is 
why David in Psalms 23 lit up like a light bulb when he caught ahold of this truth 
and revelation. He said, “Wait a minute. I realize that there are some sorry 
shepherd, and I realize that those sheep suffer from all types of things because the 
shepherd is not attentive; he is not caring. I realize that!” But then he said in 
Psalms 23, Verse 1, “Wait a minute! The Lord is my Shepherd!” 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: He immediately got a glimpse of, “I’m not just dealing with 
any old sorry, no-good, lazy shepherd who half-attends to his flock.” He said, “God 
Almighty, the Lord, Jehovah is my Shepherd!” 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: And that’s why he went on to say, “I shall not want, because 
I’ve got a Shepherd! I’ve got a Shepherd Who’s attentive to me! I’ve got a Shepherd 
Who watches over all of my needs and all of my cares! I’ve got a Shepherd Who will 
never forsake me; He’ll never leave me; He provides for me; He loves me; He’s given 
Himself for him. The Lord is my Shepherd!” 
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(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: He got ahold of something there. 
 
CONGREGATION: Hallelujah. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: The Lord is my Shepherd. I like the confidence with which 
he said that. He didn’t say, “Well, maybe God is my Shepherd.” No, “The Lord is my 
Shepherd.” There is a confidence there that he gives us:  “The Lord is my 
Shepherd.” 
 
CONGREGATION: Yes. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: There’s no question about it. “The Lord is my Shepherd.” 
 
Now, he uses the present tense. Notice, he didn’t say, “The Lord was my Shepherd.” 
A lot of people are trying to live their lives based on past relationship with God, 
trying to remember the good ol’ days and the former glory and all of that. No, he 
didn’t say, “The Lord was my Shepherd.” He didn’t say that. He didn’t think about 
his past victories and say, “The Lord was my Shepherd.” In present tense of mind, 
he said, “The Lord is my Shepherd,” which means to us today that the Lord will 
care for us today, right now. He put it in present-tense vernacular, so it will never 
get old that God is always, present tense, caring for His sheep, “The Lord is my 
Shepherd.” 
 
CONGREGATION: Amen! 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: He did not say, “The Lord will be my Shepherd.” He wasn’t 
talking about, “One day, I’m going to give my life to the Lord, and He’s going to look 
up” -- no. He said, “The Lord is,” right now, right now. Right now, the Lord is ever-
watchful. 
 
CONGREGATION: Yes. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Right now, the Lord is ever-attentive. Right now, the Lord 
ever loves me. Right now, the Lord is meeting all my needs right now; right now, 
the Lord is my Shepherd, and I shall not want. I shall not want. I shall not want.” 
He taps into a sufficiency in God. 
 
There’s no lack in God, and He’s my Shepherd. This is the way God operates. God 
says, “When you give your life to Me, I’ll give all My life to you.” So that’s why he 
could boldly say, “I’m not going to want. How am I going to want when He Who is 
Everything has given Himself to me?” 
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CONGREGATION: Amen. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: “I’m not going to want. There is no lack in Him; there’s 
nothing He’s missing. He made all of this.” That’s why those Scriptures I took you to 
say, “The Lord, He is God. He created all of this.” So if He created all of this and He 
has given Himself to you, what can you possibly lack? What could you miss? So 
there is sufficiency. There is satisfaction. There is fullness in our relationship with 
this Shepherd. 
 
Now, get ahold of that. I’m not going to lack finances, because I have a good 
Shepherd. I have a good Shepherd, I’m not going to lack; I’m not going to want for 
finances. I am not going to want for healing, because I have a good Shepherd. I’m 
not going to want for peace or love or joy, because I have a good Shepherd. In fact, 
you ought to take time -- and if we have time, we may go through some of this -- but 
in Psalms 23 he goes through there listing all the things you’re not going to be 
without, you’re not going to lack. You’re not going to be wanting for any good thing, 
because he knows Who his Shepherd is. “The Lord … the Lord is my Shepherd.” 
 
When the Holy Spirit just arrested me with that, He was like, “All of you have to 
slow down and realize this. You are trying to live life without a Shepherd. You are 
trying to meet your own needs and provide for your own way. You’re trying to tend 
and take care of yourselves, and no sheep can take care of himself. No sheep can 
take care of himself. I am your Shepherd! When are you going to stop wrestling and 
worrying and fretting and being frustrated and confused? When are you going to 
simply relax … 
 
CONGREGATION: Yeah. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: “ … and live in light of My care for you?” 
 
CONGREGATION: Amen. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: I love you! I care for you! I’m your Shepherd! I’m your good 
Shepherd! I’m the good Shepherd! 
 
Jesus said the good shepherd lays his life down for the sheep. 
 
CONGREGATION: Yes! 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: He laid His life down for us. He laid down His life for the 
sheep. Now, if He laid down His life for you, is there anything He would withhold 
from you? He’s already given you His life, given you everything He had. 
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Praise God. Turn to your neighbor and say, “Relax.” 
 
CONGREGATION: Relax. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Relax, and live in light of His care. 
 
CONGREGATION: Yes. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Live in light of His care. I thought about Philippians 4:6 
that says:  “Don’t be anxious. Pray with thanksgiving.” 
 
CONGREGATION: Yes. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: And here’s what, you know, it said new to me today:  “Be 
thankful you have a good Shepherd, Who cares for you.” 
 
CONGREGATION: Yes. Yes. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: So it says, “Don’t be anxious. Don’t be fretful, don’t be 
worried. Pray with thanksgiving, and be thankful you have a good Shepherd, Who 
cares for you.” So just live your life in light of the fact that you have a good 
Shepherd. You’ve got a Shepherd watching over you. You’ve got a Shepherd 
watching over you. This Shepherd is just so wonderful. 
 
There was a famous actor who was at a function, an event, and people asked him to 
recite certain famous literary pieces, and he did and everyone just applauded. There 
was an old preacher there, and he asked him to recite the 23rd Psalm, and he said, 
“I will if you will after me.” The old preacher said, “I will.” 
 
So the famous actor, he recited the 23rd Psalm beautifully. People just gave him a 
standing ovation and it just was wonderful the way he did it. Then the old preacher 
recited it. His word were not as sharp as the actor and his voice was kind of rugged, 
his English was a little broken and not nearly as polished. But when he finished, 
there was not a dry eye in the place. Somebody asked the actor, “What was the 
difference between your rendition and his?” He said, “It’s simple. I know the Psalm, 
but he knows the Shepherd.” 
 
CONGREGATION: Yeah. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: “I know the Psalm, but he knows the Shepherd.” 
 
CONGREGATION: Amen. 
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(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Folks, I want to commend you today to get to know your 
Shepherd. 
 
CONGREGATION: Yes! 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Get to know the Shepherd. Folks, I’m a preacher myself , 
and I was living without knowledge of His constant daily care in my life! I was still 
trying to make my own way, still trying to take care of myself, still trying to meet 
my own obligations and take care of my own needs, and I was still racking my 
brains out, trying to carry the burdens and the pressures of life! The Holy Spirit just 
simply said, “Relax, Man. Chill. Chill here, chill here.” Turn to your neighbor and 
say, “Chill, chill” (laughing). 
 
CONGREGATION: Chill, chill. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Chill. You’ve got to learn how to relax, relax. Relax. Realize 
you have a good Shepherd. Realize you have a Shepherd. Live your life in light of 
His care. Live your life in light of His care. Live your life in light of His care. 
 
We are running out of time for today, so we’ll get into Psalms 23 next week; but 
some wonderful things that are shared there in Psalms 23 … 
 
CONGREGATION: Yes. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: … about the good Shepherd, about the good Shepherd. 
 
Man, it just set me free; it set me free. It set me free. The Lord is my Shepherd. 
 
CONGREGATION: Yes, yes. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: He’s my Shepherd. Notice he didn’t say, “He’s my 
grandmother’s Shepherd.” He didn’t say, “He’s my pastor’s Shepherd.” He said, 
“He’s my Shepherd.” Notice he didn’t say, “He is the Shepherd.” He didn’t say, “He 
is a Shepherd.” He said, “He’s my Shepherd.” 
 
CONGREGATION: Yes. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: “He’s my Shepherd. He took ownership. He took ownership 
of the care, because, see, David was a shepherd himself. He knew how the Shepherd 
gave Himself for the sheep (laughing). He got to meditating on it, and he said, “Oh, 
my God (laughing). The Lord is my Shepherd.” 
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CONGREGATION: Yes, amen (laughing). 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: “The Lord is my Shepherd.” “The Lord is my Shepherd.” 
 
Folks, I’m out of time. I’m excited, I don’t want to quit. Man, I’m just about to have 
a fit here, I’m just so excited; but I’m out of time. Go to AirJesus.com, listen to this 
message, 7348. You can email it to a friend absolutely free of charge. But thank you 
so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need 
the Word. 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Praise God, praise God. We’ll dig a little more into that next 
time. But that little illumination really changed my life and changed my whole 
viewpoint, just set me free. I’ve been just relaxed, just relaxed. There’s no tension, 
just relaxed because I’m meditating on the fact that He is my Shepherd. The Lord is 
my Shepherd. The Lord is my Shepherd. Praise God. 


