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PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, 
Brother, you need the Word! 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Amen, amen. We welcome those of you who are joining us by 
television or those of you joining us at AirJesus.com. Stay tuned to today’s message. 
I just want to ask you a question:  What is it that has been troubling you, or what 
are the things you’ve been worrying about in your life, because I just want to 
continue by sharing God’s care as your great and wonderful Shepherd as we began 
last week. So stay tuned to today’s message. 
 
You can open your Bible over to the Book of Psalms 23, and that’s actually my 
subject, “The 23rd Psalm” … “The 23rd Psalm”. Praise God. Just before we look at 
the 23rd psalm and read it, I would like to share a little humor that I read. This was 
actually in Mountain Wings a few weeks ago. There was an issue dealing with 
humor from kids. This elementary-school teacher was walking in her class, 
observing the work of her students. She stopped by one little girl’s desk, and this 
little girl was drawing a picture. The teacher asked, “What are you drawing?” And 
she said, “Well, I’m drawing a picture of God.” The teacher said, “Oh, Honey, nobody 
knows what God looks like.” She said, “They will in a minute” (laughing). 
 
(Laughter.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: Psalm 23, let’s read Psalms 23 together in unison. Ready? 
Read:  “The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in 
green pastures. He leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul. He 
leadeth me in the paths of righteous for His Name’s sake. Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou arterial with 
me:  Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in 
the presence of mine enemies. Thou anointest my head with oil. My cup runneth 
over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will 
dwell in the House of the Lord forever.” Amen, the 23rd Psalm. 
 
The 23rd Psalm is probably the most famous Scripture in the Bible. It’s the first 
Scripture I learned as a child. My mother required me to learn it at a very young 
age, and I still remember it to this day. Recently I was just sort of arrested and 
brought back to Psalms 23. You know, there are a lot of powerful Scriptures that we 
know and we’re familiar with. Somehow we neglect them or bypass them or we take 
them for granted, and they really lose their living power in our lives, because it’s 
sort of just a familiar passage or  just a thought or memory. But recently I was 
really led to kind of stop and reflect on Psalm 23, not viewing it as just a literary 
classic, but drawing from the present power that is in it and alive to make it active 
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in my life, to meditate on it, to really see who God is in my life, what God desires for 
me and just to meditate on the fact that God is my Shepherd. That is a powerful 
meditation. There is something you ought to fall asleep at night just meditating on 
the fact that the Lord is your Shepherd … that the Lord is my Shepherd. 
 
I thought about this, and I realized that David himself had to receive this insight 
and revelation and impartation and illumination about God being his Shepherd, 
because David himself was a shepherd. I imagine he had to be out in the field with 
the grazing flocks, and as he sat there day after day and hour upon hour, it had to 
dawn on him based on his duties as a shepherd; it dawned on him, it alighted on 
him one day. He said, “Wait a minute. God is my Shepherd.” And I’m sure he 
thought about all of his activities and all of his duties as a shepherd and what he 
does for the sheep, and it dawned on his spirit that just as he was a shepherd and 
performed all of these wonderful things to his flock that we, too, have a Shepherd 
Who watchfully cares for us each and every moment of our lives. I like the way he 
chose this symbol of a Shepherd to embody and convey how much God really cares 
for us. 
 
I did some research on the shepherd, and it’s just so amazing some of the things 
that a shepherd does. The very life of the sheep is dependent upon the shepherd, the 
very life. If the shepherd was to leave for just any time at all, calamity could come 
quickly upon the sheep; they couldn’t make it without a shepherd. It’s the shepherd 
who finds the green pastures for them to graze. In this particular area where David 
wrote this psalm, it was a place where, really, the fields were brown, they were 
sunburned, and it was really a dry place. So when he talks about, you know, “He 
makes me to lie down in green pastures,” he’s talking about the fervent, feverous 
search of the shepherd to find green land, because when he was coming along there 
it was not readily accessible; he had to search it out, and he couldn’t find it. He 
himself would have to cultivate the green pasture for the sheep to lie in and to feed 
upon. So he is the one that was responsible for their drinking water, because sheep 
will drink anything; but the shepherd had to make sure that they had pure drinking 
water, clean water. The shepherd would protect them and guide them and lead 
them and provide for them. He tends to their every need, nourishes them, cherishes 
them, watches over them. He even calms all of their fears, heals them when they 
wound themselves or have been wounded or hurt. He even anticipates their needs 
and meets their needs even before they have them. 
 
This is a wonderful Shepherd that he writes about in Psalms 23. In the heart of a 
shepherd, there is no greater satisfaction than to know that his flock is well-tended, 
well-cared for, nourished, well-fed, in wonderful shape and flourishing under his 
care. This is the whole purpose of a shepherd’s life, and he gives everything he has 
to this one assignment; it’s who he is. 
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I like something Jesus said. You can hear the heart of the Shepherd in Jesus’ 
teaching in Luke. You don’t have to turn there, but in Luke 12:32 Jesus said this:  
“Fear not, little flock.” He is talking to the people of God. He said, “Fear not, little 
flock.” Notice, He is talking now with the heart of a shepherd. He said, “It is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom.” 
 
Fear not, little flock. Fear not. Folks, I want you to know you have a good Shepherd. 
I want you to know the Bible refers to Him as the great Shepherd, the chief 
Shepherd. He is the wonderful, wonderful Shepherd. 
 
Studying sheep, I found out that sheep would not even lie down unless there were 
certain circumstances. Sheep will not lie down if they are afraid. They won’t lie 
down if there is some type of irritation. They won’t lie down if they have not been 
fed. They won’t lie down if there is contention among other sheep. That’s why the 
Bible says where David wrote this in his experience as a shepherd, and he said, “He 
maketh me to lie down”. So the shepherd would literally have to come to some of the 
sheep and literally begin to bend their legs to make them lie down. The shepherd’s 
presence would immediately calm them of their fears and their contention and their 
irritations, their worries. He would immediately make sure that they were 
nourished and well-fed, and he would gently bend their legs and cause them to lie 
down. 
 
Just as sheep don’t have enough sense to lie down and rest, sometimes we don’t 
have enough sense to lie down and rest, and God sometimes has to make us lie 
down and rest. I remember my mother telling me she was away visiting her sister, 
and while she was there her blood pressure got out of control; she had to be rushed 
to the hospital and ended up just being on bedrest for several weeks, and she 
realized that the Shepherd had to make her lie down. So sometimes God will cause 
us to lie down when we don’t even have sense enough. We’re sometimes just like 
those sheep:  there is too much stuff bothering us. I’ve got some contention with 
some folks. I can’t even lie down. I’m worried about too much. I can’t pay my bills. 
Notice, the same things -- I can’t pay my bills, no, I’ve got too many irritations, I 
can’t rest. And it is our Shepherd Who makes us lie down, Who makes us lie down 
in green pastures. 
 
So this Shepherd, He provides shelter for the sheep from storms, protection from 
enemies. I can see David thinking about the time he wrote about when a lion and a 
bear came and attacked his flock. The Bible says David says he recorded that he 
chased the lion and the bear and slew them and brought the lamb back to the flock. 
So the protection there is fierce, and Jesus Himself said, “It would be better for you 
to tie a millstone around your neck and jump into the sea than to bother one of 
these little ones.” 
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See, that’s the heart of a Shepherd. Jesus said, now, a hireling, somebody who is 
just hired to shepherd, he said they don’t have the true heart of a shepherd. He said 
when the wolf comes, they will leave in fear of their own lives; but He said a true 
shepherd will risk his life to protect to sheep! So David risked his own life to bring 
the sheep back, and Jesus gave His Life for us as the sheep to rescue us. He is a 
wonderful, wonderful Shepherd. 
 
These shepherds from early in the morning until late at night are constantly 
serving, inspecting, watching over their sheep. Even when they sleep, they sleep 
very lightly, just in case something happens and they have to readily attend to the 
flock. So the shepherd’s care really embodies God’s care for us. I even read that 
sheep don’t even clean themselves, and the sheep cannot be cleaned unless the 
shepherd finds a way to clean the sheep. We cannot clean ourselves from sin. We 
have to be cleaned by the Shepherd, by His Blood. It is His Blood that cleanses us 
from all sin. So sheep can’t even clean themselves; the shepherd has to clean the 
sheep. 
 
He also sometimes has to go out and get the sheep. I realized in my studies that 
sheep often very easily wander off, because they are very stubborn. They don’t like 
to follow the shepherd, and they don’t like to obey the shepherd. So sheep wander 
off very easily. And sometimes we don’t like to follow the Shepherd. Sheep want to 
do their own thing, their own will, and we are the same way:  we wander off and get 
ourselves in peril and danger and all types of trouble. When you wander off from the 
Shepherd, God is no longer responsible for the environment you find yourself in 
when you wander off from the Shepherd. 
 
But here’s the heart of the Shepherd. Even when they wander off, Jesus said, “Who 
is it that would have a hundred sheep and one of them strays away? Who wouldn’t 
leave the ninety-nine to go after the one … the one?” 
 
This says to us that the sheep have a personal relationship with the shepherd. 
Notice what David said; he said, “The Lord is my Shepherd.” And the “Lord” there is 
the Hebrew name for “God”, which is “Jehovah”. “Jehovah” is one of the names of 
God that denotes personal relationship. So he did not Elohim, the Mighty God, or El 
Shaddai, the All-Sufficient or the All-Powerful, didn’t use Adonai; he did not use 
these other names for God. He used Jehovah. This is the warm, loving, close-knitted 
relationship name, and he is saying, “Your Shepherd is Someone you can get close 
to” … “Your Shepherd is Someone you can get close to.” Notice how the Shepherd 
would leave the ninety-nine to go after the one, that’s close. In other words, God 
knows us personally. You are not a number in the flock. He leaves the flock and 
comes after the one. There is a one-on-one relationship with God. We have a one-on-
one relationship with God, and so he said, “The Lord is my Shepherd.” 
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There is one Scripture I want you to see. You’ve got to see this, Isaiah, Chapter 40; 
Isaiah, Chapter 40 and Verse 11. Here’s a picture of the closeness of God as our 
Shepherd, Isaiah, Chapter 40, Verse 11. Notice what it says. If you don’t have it, 
don’t worry about it, you can listen. Isaiah 40:11 says:  “He shall feed His flock like 
a shepherd, and He shall gather the lambs with His arm and carry them in His 
bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.” 
 
Notice that He picks us up in His arm and carries us in His bosom, so there is a 
closeness. The Shepherd is not shepherding from a distance; He is not way off 
somewhere. No, the Shepherd is right there all the time with the sheep. He lives 
with the sheep, never leaves them. He lives with the sheep. In fact, when the 
Prophet Samuel came to anoint one of Jesse’s sons, all seven of the sons were there 
in the house, and the anointing was not meant for any of them. Samuel said, “Do 
you not have another son?” He said, “Yes, my son David is with the sheep.” David 
wouldn’t even leave the sheep! He wouldn’t even leave the sheep for an important 
ceremony! He wouldn’t even leave the sheep for an important Prophet coming to the 
house! The Shepherd stays with the sheep, and there was something in David’s 
heart that he would not even leave the sheep! He was the only son that was not 
present, because he was a shepherd in his heart and he wouldn’t leave the sheep! 
 
No wonder God says, “David, you are a man after My own heart! You have a 
shepherd’s heart. I Myself am a Shepherd; I won’t leave my sheep. I go get them if 
they stray off and wander off, if they get themselves in trouble. If they get dirty, I’ll 
clean them! I’ll feed them, I’ll care for them, I’ll nourish them! I’ll provide for them, 
I’ll give My life for them!” 
 
(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: “I am the good Shepherd!” Jesus said in John 10, “I am the 
good Shepherd. I’m not a hireling; I am the good Shepherd. I’ll lay down My life for 
the sheep. I love them, and I protect them, and I care for them!” 
 
Folks, God loves you; God cares about you. God cares about you. Remember I told 
you last week the Holy Spirit said to me, “Relax, and learn to live in light of God’s 
care for you”? Relax. We’re living our lives stressed out, worried, trying to do it all 
on our own and make our own way, and we have forsaken the care of the Shepherd. 
Folks, we have a Shepherd. Turn to your neighbor and say, “You have a Shepherd.” 
 
CONGREGATION: You have a Shepherd. 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: The Lord is my Shepherd. The Lord is my Shepherd. Not 
just anybody is my Shepherd; I said the Lord is my Shepherd. The Lord is my 
Shepherd. 
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(Applause.) 
 
PASTOR C. ELIJAH: The Lord is my Shepherd, and so He has a personal 
relationship with us. 
 
I like the next verse. He says, “The Lord is my Shepherd:  I shall not want.” There’s 
not going to be any lack. He’s thinking there, because the sheep don’t lack anything. 
They don’t lack anything. In fact, the Bible goes on and talks about how you anoint 
my head with oil. Here is a picture of the shepherd. What the shepherd would do, he 
would anoint the sheep’s head; he would pour oil on the sheep’s head in the event 
that they would bruise their heads or scrape their heads on rocks or thorns or get 
insect bites, he would put oil on the sheep’s heads before they went out to graze to 
already have healing available in case any injury were to come to their heads. 
 
So God meets our needs; He anticipates our needs. So Jesus died before we ever got 
here. He already bore our sins and sickness. Just in case you ever get sick, He said, 
“I already provided healing.” Before you got sick, healing was already provided for 
you. So He anoints the head with oil. He anoints us. So David says, “The Lord is my 
Shepherd:  I shall not want.” 
 
Let me read something that really brought this out. This was in Mountain Wings a 
few weeks ago, and I kept it; but listen to this. This is a person writing in. They 
said, “Thank you, thank you, thank you. I know of all the thousands of emails you 
get each day, there is no way you remember me; but I wrote a couple of weeks ago 
about tithing. You basically told me that it is up to me, but the Bible says -- and 
then you asked me a question. The quest ion was something like, ‘Is the money 
better in my hands or in His hands?’ Well, we both know the answer. I’ve been in 
church all of my 37 years, and I’ve always tithed. I am teaching my children to 
tithe. My twins give them 10% of $2 each week. Now, my 16-year-old calls me from 
the bank when he is cashing his check to make sure what to keep out for the church. 
I can’t convince him to just take the first 2 numbers of his $120 or $130 check; but 
so far he has been faithful to our Father. I had decided to pay my house payment, 
which left nothing for the grocery store. At that point, tithing was out of the 
question. When I was at church, I felt that touch and I heard that still small voice; 
all I heard was, ‘Food and raiment.’ Enough said. My tithing check went into the 
envelope, and I mean fast. I went home, not sure how I was going to feed my family. 
I went to work Monday. When I got home, my back porch was full  of bags of food, 
and my freezer had my husband’s toolbox sitting on it. The freezer was so full of 
food, it would not stay shut. Whoever brought the food had to put the toolbox on the 
freezer to keep it shut. How could I have ever doubted? I called my mortgage 
company” -- and I don’t have time to finish reading it; but anyway, she goes on she 
called her mortgage company to make payment and found out it had already been 
paid and she did not know how. Anyway, I am just sharing the goodness of the good 
Shepherd. 
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We are out of time. I want you to go to AirJesus.com. You can listen to this message, 
Message No. 7349, “The 23rd Psalm”, and may it be a wonderful delight to you. 
 
Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need 
the Word. 
 
(Applause.) 


