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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! 
 
Praise God, we are delighted and we welcome you, those of you watching by 
television or those of you joining us at AirJesus.com. Stay tuned to today’s message. 
We are sharing some keys about receiving from God, and today I want to talk about 
humility. When I looked at receiving from God, I really just took my time and I 
asked the Lord, “Lord. what are some of the main keys to receiving from You?” 
There were three things that were just dropped into my heart. Number one was 
humility. Number two was having a childlike faith, a simple faith. Number three 
was simply knowing that you are worthy. 

So I just want to talk about the first of those three, about humility. Open your 
Bibles, if you will, over to the Book of 1 Peter 5:5-6. We can read those together in 
unison. 1 Peter 5:5-6, let’s read those together. Ready? Read:  “Likewise, ye younger, 
submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be 
clothed with humility:  for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in 
due time.” 

So I just want to use of the subject “Walking in Humility.” Let me read another 
verse from Philippians 2:5; this is Amplified. It says:  “Let this … [humble] mind be 
in you which was in Christ Jesus:  [Let Him be your example in humility:]” So we 
are talking about walking in humility. 

Let me give you a definition of “humility.” “Humility” is “to lower oneself; lowly; 
abasing yourself; lowly pushing yourself down.” That’s what people call it; they will 
say things like, “That person is down to Earth” when that is literally the definition 
of “humility” when you abase yourself, lowly; you lower yourself. It is “the total 
absence of arrogance, pride, conceit, haughtiness, self-exaltation.” That’s “humility.”  

There was a man who had been voted Most Humble in his church, and his church 
gave him a pin. He wore the pin proudly the next Sunday, and they took it away 
from him for being proud. He lost his humility that quickly. So humility is very 
delicate, because if you call yourself humble, you’ve just lost your humility. So being 
humble is not even referring to yourself as such, because you can get over it into 
being prideful about being humble, if that makes any sense to you. 

But humility, here is a true heart and the essence of humility. It is recognizing that 
everything that we are and all that we have comes from God. That is the true heart 
of humility:  when you recognize that everything we are and everything we have 
comes from God. 
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Humility recognizes how inadequate we are by ourselves, yet how valuable we are 
because of Him. Humility is always exalting God and others above ourselves. That’s 
true humility. 

Humility is recognizing how great God is, how awesome God is. Sometimes if you 
just go out into nature, you can be overwhelmed by the greatness of God just in 
nature. Go stand in front of an ocean, and you will be so captured by the greatness 
of God. Stand out at night and look up at the sky. Look at the stars, and you see the 
greatness; the glory of God is apparent and resident in nature. You’ll begin to 
realize how little and insignificant we really are in the whole scheme of things when 
you consider how awesome God is. 

But yet out of His awesomeness, He loves you, and that makes you significant. So 
it’s when you regard, know and acknowledge this part. This is true humility:  when 
you recognize everything that I have and all that I am comes from God. It comes 
from God. 

I heard Michael Jordan. He said the thing that keeps him humble, he realizes that 
he has to go to the bathroom just like everybody else. That will keep you humble, 
and he recognized that. He said, “I am no different; I have to go the bathroom just 
like everyone.” There are no special privileges; we are all one, we’re all the same. 
Nobody is better than anybody else. You might have had better opportunities, you 
might have had better upbringing or parents, you might have come from a better 
situation or circumstance; but we are all one, we are all the same. Nobody is better 
than anyone else. 

I was listening recently to interview with Tiger Woods, and the announcer was 
really trying to get him to admit how great he was. Tiger would not fall; he would 
not fall for the trap. So he asked Tiger, “In your opinion, who is the greatest athlete 
today?” and Tiger started naming other people. He never would name himself. Then 
the announcer became so frustrated, he finally asked him, “Well, where do you fall 
in?” He just had to ask him properly; he said, “How do you rank yourself, Tiger?” 
This was his response. He said, “I’m sure I am somewhere in the top billion.” Tiger 
refused! He refused, and that said a lot to me, Even in all of his greatness, he has 
not exalted himself, and he still put others before himself. He is not tooting his own 
horn, and maybe that is a key in why he is so great. 

The disciples one day got involved in this. They wanted to know who was the 
greatest. There is something about us, we want to outdo one another. We want to be 
regarded higher, and that’s why we like titles and positions. We like prestige and 
power. We like all of these things and the disciples fell into it, and they wanted to 
know, “Lord, which one of us is the greatest?” Jesus simply pulled a little child out 
of the crowd and sat him down, his little nose running, nappy head, unassuming, 
uncaring; and Jesus said, “Unless you humble yourself like this little child, none of 
you are going to have a part.” So walking in humility is powerful. 
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The Bible says in Proverbs 15:33 and also in Proverbs 18:12:  “Before honor is 
humility.” So if you want to be great, humble yourself. Humble yourself. “Before 
honor is humility.” 

Sometimes we forget where we came from, we forget our modest beginnings. 
Sometimes we get big-headed, we get puffed-up, and we become arrogant. This key 
in terms of receiving from God, the Bible says:  “God resists the proud.” So there is 
no way that you can receive from God if you are in pride, if you’re stuck in pride, 
because God resists the proud. 

Now, I found something interesting in the Amplified Bible. Where it says, “God 
resists the proud,” it says, “God literally sets Himself against the proud. He opposes 
them, frustrates them and defeats them.” 

So there’s something about being prideful, full of pride, you are not going to receive 
from God, and maybe that’s why I received as one of the keys of receiving from God 
you have to walk in humility. You have to humble yourself. We’ve got to come down 
off of that big, high horse that we sometimes sit on. When we think more of 
ourselves than we ought to think and we get all pumped up, we are not going to 
receive from God. Not only are you not going to receive from God, you are going to 
have a fall. The Bible tells us in Proverbs 16:18 that pride precedes a fall; it 
precedes destruction. So, you are going to fall.  

The thing I like about God, now, God will give you the opportunity to humble 
yourself, and He always does. He will give you the opportunity to humble yourself. 
But if you won’t do it, God surely will. And trust me, you do not want God to do it. 
 
Since I was talking about golf a little earlier, I remember myself playing in a major 
junior golf tournament; and I told this years ago, but it is something that just stuck 
with me. In this particular golf tournament, I had come in first place; however, I 
was not solo in first place, I was tied with another young man. So we were tied for 
first, and so we had to go in what you call sudden death or a playoff. We had to play 
extra holes until one of us won. So it was just me  and this guy going head-to-head 
and it was a really a big experience for me, because this was my first time ever 
playing in front of a gallery. I mean, we literally had people walking the course with 
us. I remember my golf teacher got on a golf cart, and he ran and got my mother. He 
said “Mrs. Bronner, your son is in the playoff for first place.” He went and got her 
and brought her, and so here is my mother and all these people walking the hole, 
watching us shot by shot. I am going head-to-head against this young man for first 
place. 
 
While this was going on, I am extremely humbled; I am praying before every shot 
and I am saying, “God, Lord God, just help me, Father. Just, Lord, help me. Lord, 
use me. Lord, I need you.” I am just very humble and mindful of God. I hit a 
beautiful T-shot straight down the middle of the fairway. 



 - 5 -

I got ready to hit my second shot. The gentleman hit before me; his ball went over 
the green. He was in trouble. So I got ready to hit my second shot, and I prayed, 
“Lord God, Lord, have mercy.” I was just acknowledging God on every shot, just as 
humble, realizing that He is my strength and I am dependent on Him. 
 
I hit the perfect shot. It landed just a few feet from the pin. 
 
The crowd went crazy. My mom was jumping up and down, screaming. Everyone 
was yelling, and as I am walking to the green, I forgot about God. I felt in my mind  
-- I am going to tell you what was going on in my mind. In my mind, I felt like I did 
not need God; I could make that putt by myself. I mean, the ball was this far from 
the hole, so at that point I no longer needed God. I could finish this off all by myself. 
Man, my head was so high. The people in the gallery were just applauding me, 
cheering me because I am about to beat this other young man. 
 
We walked up to the green; he is over the green, I am on the green just near the 
flag. And believe it or not, folks, I missed the putt. Not only did I miss that putt, I 
missed the next two putts that followed it. The other young man ended up chipping 
his ball on the green and making his putt, so he beat me all because of pride; all 
because I lost my footing in humility, I got caught up in pride. 
 
It happens to the best of us. I don’t care who you are, it is easy to do. I don’t care, 
you can get a new outfit, nobody can tell you anything. You get a new car, a new job, 
a new home; you marry somebody. 
 
So all of us are subject. Come into some money, you let some folks come into some 
money, you wouldn’t be able to tell them a thing. Some folks don’t even have any 
money, and you can hardly tell them anything. But the Bible says, “God resists the 
proud.” Now, this Scripture says that pride always precedes the fall. It always 
precedes a fall. 
 
I remember another story, and this one was actually on my father. My mother and 
my father had been instrumental in saving the farmland of this South Georgia 
farmer. At this time, farmers were losing their lands and they were losing their 
farms. So my mother and father stepped up; they wanted to save the land for this 
particular Georgia farmer. They raised a lot of money and donated a lot of money. 
So when we went to the big ceremony celebrating the saving of the land, my father, 
who had spearheaded the campaign, was receiving a lot of publicity, cameras. And 
those of you that knew my father, pride was one of the things that he enjoyed. My 
father enjoyed the little spotlight. 
 
So the money had been used to purchase this tractor and save the land and all of 
this. So they invited my father to drive the tractor; and, I mean, people were 
applauding, the news cameras. So I could tell my father was getting a little puffed- 
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up. He was getting a little bigheaded as he was cranking this tractor, and he was 
just blowing kisses to the audience and he was waving, because here he is, he is the 
savior of the day; he is saving the farm. He has done all of these good deeds, and 
people are applauding and the media is there. So he is blowing kisses and waving. 
My father was driving that tractor, and the next thing I know, he ran into the stage. 
He literally crashed into the stage, and it became the most embarrassing moment 
you could ever imagine. 
 
So that is what the Bible says. The Bible says pride will precede shame; it will 
precede destruction; it will precede a fall. That is because the Bible clearly lets us 
know, God is working against the prideful; but He is doing it for our own good. He 
has to bring you low, because if he doesn’t, you will corrupt yourself. So God has to 
debase us, even though it is not pleasant; but He does it for our own good. 
 
I was just hearing recently a major celebrity on television, and they were recently 
imprisoned. They said when they got out that that changed their lives, it humbled 
them. They started serving the poor, and they started wanting to give. It changed 
their perspective in life. 
 
So sometimes God will have to do things in order to bring us low, but that is exactly 
what the Bible says. The Bible says:  those that are low shall be exalted, and those 
who exalt themselves shall be brought low. Isn’t it wonderful how that works? The 
ones that are low, God will bring up; but the ones that are up, God will bring down.  
 
So there is a wonderful little irony there that He exalts the humble, but He will 
debase the proud. So God has a way of working in our lives, bringing humility. 
 
Here are some things that I have realized about humility. “God resists the proud.” 
But here are some things I realized about humility. Number one, humility has to 
also do with being submitted to God and His will. It is humbling yourself to be able 
to follow God’s instruction. 
 
Remember when Naaman went to be healed? Naaman was about to leave without 
being healed in a fit of rage and anger because of his pride. So God was doing 
something to show Naaman that he had a hidden pride that needed to be dealt with 
before he could be healed. And when Naaman humbled himself and was able to 
follow God’s leading, God was able to bring healing in his life. 
 
So a lot of times, humility is submitting to God’s will. It’s submission. It’s saying, 
“God, I need You. God, I recognize You are greater than I am.” So submitting to God 
willingly, submitting to God and His will, being obedient to the Holy Spirit, that is 
walking in humility, when you are allowing yourselves to follow God’s instructions. 
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Something about those that are in pride, they try do it all themselves like they do 
not need God. They try to take care of things themselves, and they do not rely on 
God. But humility submits to God. Humility asks for God’s help. Humility 
recognizes God’s blessing and God’s favor. 
 
Notice, one of the texts that we read says:  “God resists the proud, but He gives grace 
to the humble.” Grace is favor and blessings, and it is actually God’s power coming 
into your situation to do for you what you cannot do for yourself. He gives grace to 
the humble, His favor, His blessing and His power to do for you what you can’t do 
for yourself. So, humility is a huge key. 
 
Here is number two I noticed about humility. Humility always has an unselfish 
concern for the welfare of others. Humility always serves others. 
 
Here’s something Henrietta Mears said. She said, “The man who keeps busy 
helping the man below him won’t have time to envy the man above him.” You keep 
yourself busy helping the person below you, you won’t have time to envy the person 
above you. So humility always has an unselfish concern for others. 
 
Notice in one of the texts we read, it says:  “Be clothed with humility.” The imagery 
here is literally talking about a servant’s apron, putting on a servant’s apron; 
dirtying yourself with humility. Let this mind be in you that was also in Christ 
Jesus that He humbled Himself; He became a servant. So when it says, “Be clothed 
with humility,” literally putting on the garment of a servant, putting on the apron of 
a servant, being willing to serve is a big part of humility. 
 
Another thing about humility, humility does not always have to be right or have its 
way; pride does. Pride is always demanding, it’s always insisting, and it’s always 
saying, “I’m right”; but humility does not have to be right, does not have to its way. 
Humility says, “I was wrong.” Humility is willing to apologize. Humility is willing to 
be quick to forgive, walking in humility. 
 
The Bible says in Proverbs 13:10:  “Pride … breeds quarrels.” 
 
We’re out of time. Those of you who are listening, I want you to go to AirJesus.com. 
You can listen to this message, Message No. 7353. You can also email it to a friend 
absolutely free of charge. 
 
Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, 
you need the Word. 


