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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because Brother, you need the Word. 
 
We are certainly delighted to have you and we welcome you, those of you joining us 
by television or joining us at AirJesus.com stay tuned to today’s message.  I want to 
help you to have passion in your life again.  Do you ever have mornings where you 
just don’t feel like getting up of bed and don’t have any drive?  Well, I want to show 
some things with you then that will be a wonderful blessing to you.  If you will, open 
your bibles onto to the Book of Romans 12 and there is just one verse there, verse 
11.  Romans 12:11, powerful little instruction here thus given and it simply says.  
Romans 12:11.  When you get there say, “Amen.”  Let’s read it together in unison, 
“Not slothful in business, fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.” 
 
And I want to read that from the Amplified Bible says this way, “Never lag in zeal 
and in earnest endeavor.  Be a glow and burning with the serving the Lord.  And I 
just want to use as a subject, “Don’t lose your zest.”  Turn to your neighbors say, 
“Don’t lose your zest.”  I like that, there were zest.  I wasn’t quite sure what zest 
meant myself but I have heard the commercial, Zest as a soap and I know the 
commercial say, “You are not clean until you’re Zestfully clean.”  And so I begin to 
understand a little bit about not losing your zest.  Zest means enthusiasm.  It 
means passion.  It means zeal.  It means inspiration.  It means excitement.  It 
means intensity.  It means enjoyment.  It is the spice of life. 
 
I like one definition, it says, it’s the gusto of Life.  Don’t lose your spice.  Don’t lose 
your gusto.  Don’t lose your excitement.  Don’t lose your inspiration.  Don’t lose your 
passion, your zeal, your intensity, your enjoyment.  No, don’t lose your zest.  In the 
Old Testament, God had in plan where the Israelites, God’s people they have to 
gather manna afresh each day.  They could not use old manna.  They have to get it 
fresh each day.  And I believe that symbolizes to us that we need a fresh supply of 
enthusiasm, everyday a fresh supply of zest, passion, zeal, inspiration, excitement, 
intensity, and enjoyment.  We should have a fresh supply everyday.  You can’t live 
off what excited you yesterday.  You got to have something exciting you today. 
 
There has to be something that brings you up out of bed today.  You know, in life, it 
is so easy to become bored and stagnant and stale because we find ourselves doing 
the same things over and over and over.  If life becomes a routine, its day in, day 
out same old and we get bored.  We are not excited anymore.  A friend of mine, he 
told me he said my wife and I wish we could hit the reset button on life and I knew 
what he meant.  He was saying there’s no fire anymore.  There’s no passion.  
There’s no drive.  There’s nothing exciting them.  There’s no intensity.  There’s no 
zeal.  No enthusiasm.  They are not excited about anything.  They don’t feel alive.  
There’s no inspiration.  No enjoyment.  They are not fulfilled and he was basically 
saying we are like zombies, going to and fro each and everyday. 
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And so life, after a while we can feel like we are basically just going through the 
motions.  Anybody who ever felt that like you are just going through the motions?  
Your heart is not really in it.  You’re just showing up because you give a check.  
You’re just showing up because you got to clock in and they are going to know you 
are out and you know they are going to dock you are just showing up.  You are just 
showing up because you got to show up.  But your heart is not in it.  Your heart is 
long gone and this is really one of the worst what that word means when he says, 
never lag in zeal and zest.  It’s talking about being wholehearted.  Where your heart 
is there?  Where your passion is about life again?  Where you can’t wait to get out of 
bed in the morning? 
 
In fact, I like this.  I like Whit Hobbs said, “Success is waking up in the morning 
whoever you are, wherever you are, however old or young, and bounding out of bed 
because there is something out there that you love to do, that you believe in, that 
you are good at, something that’s bigger than you are and you can hardly wait to get 
at it again today. “ 
 
How many of you would love to feel like that every morning?  You just love, you 
can’t wait for your eyes to open in the morning and you can’t wait to just jump out 
of bed because you are excited about life.   Just recently, God has been reminding 
me and refueling a passion in me to be grateful, to embrace each day with 
anticipation, with expectancy, with joy, thanking God for another opportunity.  
Father, I’m grateful to be alive.  Thank you for allowing me to see this day.  I can’t 
wait to get out there.  I want to be a blessing to somebody.  I want to give a warm 
encouragement to somebody.  I want to help somebody.  God there is opportunities 
today.  I get a chance to love my wife today, love my children today.  God I get a 
chance to love you today, to serve you.  God wholeheartedly, I’m excited.  I’m 
passionate.  Thank you Lord.  I’m glad to be alive.  Life is great. 
 
That’s the zeal.  That’s the zest.  Never lose your zest.  He says, “Never lag in zeal 
and in earnest endeavor but be aglow and burning with the spirit serving the Lord.  
John Maxwell put it this way, he says, “Put everything you got into everything you 
do. “  That’s really what the apostle was telling us in Romans 12:11.  Put everything 
you got in whatever you do, don’t serve God halfheartedly.  God doesn’t want to 
have halfhearted service.  He wants your whole heart.  He wants your passion.  It is 
something about it.  Think about it.  Go back in time a little bit at one time you 
were excited about God.  At one time, you were telling everybody about Jesus.  You 
were sharing your testimony, inviting people to church.  
 
Let me ask you this question.  When is the last time you talk to somebody about 
Christ?  When is the last time you had a burning desire to share your testimony, to 
invite somebody to church, to tell somebody how good God is, to be a witness to set 
your mind on a fact that somebody for the Kingdom of God?  When is the last time 
you didn’t want somebody to go to hell and you knew you have the opportunity to be 
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an intervention, to keep somebody from being any eternal damnation?  When is the 
last time you were set ablaze?  You were on fire with zeal to see people come to 
know the Lord.  
 
And so God wants us to serve them passionately on fire with a glow, with zeal.  
Turn to your neighbor and say, “Never lose your zest in life.”  Never lose your zest.  
In other words, what Witt Hobbs was saying to us he says, “Success really happens 
when you hook up with your passion.  That’s when success happens.  When you 
hook up with your passion, success happens.  John Maxwell says, “Find your 
passion and follow it.  That is all the career advice you will ever need.  Find your 
passion and follow it.  What is it that makes you come alive?  What makes you come 
alive?  What is it that as your innermost dream?  What is it that you really get 
excited about?  Well, when you figure out what it is, I admonish you to get in it.  
Find it and get in it because the longer you stay where you are, you are causing 
yourself misery and the people you are working for.  You are causing them misery 
as well.  They’ll be glad when you move on to your past.  
 
I mean employers don’t like it when people are halfhearted and they can tell when 
there is heart is not there.  They are just going through the motions.  It is hard to 
explain but they are just zombies sitting on a desk or zombies answering the phone 
and you answer, ‘That’s not my department.  I get out after 4:00, its 4:02”   You can 
kill when somebody’s heart is not in the job.  Folks, I want to help you career wise.  
Get out of that job and move to where your passion is.  You are going to be a lot 
better off.  Your employer is going to be a lot better off.  I think you should be 
honest and say, “Look, honestly, I appreciate you hiring me, I appreciate the 
opportunity but my heart isn’t here and I can’t do you service properly and I’m not 
doing myself service.  I’m cheating both of us and so I’m just going to move along.” 
 
Now, I understand that the economy is tough and I understand it’s hard to get job.  
I understand that sometimes you are stuck in places because you got to meet ends 
meet until you can eventually get to where you need to be.  So if that’s the case.  
You can stay put and then hopefully, this message will help you to even have 
passion even while you are stuck where you shouldn’t be.  Amen.   That’s good, isn’t 
it?  I believe, this is what the apostle Paul is that, he said, it don’t really matter 
wherever you are, you are to be a glow so wherever you are in this point in time.  
You still should be able to be excited even if it is not necessarily about your job but 
because you are excited about God, because you are excited about His goodness, and 
because you are passionate about life. 
 
I can still be hearing your business is still being blessed because I’m just excited.  
I’m happy.  I’m glad to be alive.  I have an enthusiasm for life and I can still benefit 
your business because I’m glad to be alive.  I’m thankful for this opportunity and I 
will serve with excellence.  So even when we end places where we are not 
necessarily destined long time, even while we’re there we should still be 
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enthusiastic.  We should still be the happiest people in our places of business.  We 
should be enthusiastic and we should be causing joy to spread wherever we are. 
 
And so is this zest that we should have?  I love that word.  Never lag in zeal and in 
earnest endeavor but be aglow and burning with the spirit.  I love to see people who 
do things with passion. I love to see people who do things that they are enjoying, 
that they love doing.  You can tell when you are doing something that you enjoy 
during the time flies.  Whole day is gone and you look up and it is 9 pm and you 
wonder where the day went because you are doing something that you enjoy and 
something that you love.  I love seeing people in their particular passion. 
 
I get the biggest kick at one of our members here, Brother Rick Pullum because 
Rick Pullum, one of his passion, he is passionate about cooking, about food.  And the 
other day, my brother James, he was telling me that he was having a conversation 
with Brother Ivan and they were discussing some recipes and Brother Rick just 
happen to overhear them and he walked over and they said, “Brother Rick how do 
you make such and such sauce”   And they say, his eyes get bigger sauces, and they 
have seen that are coming out of his ear and he was so passionate he start telling 
them how to mix it.  What spices you needed.  How you blend it?  He was in heaven 
because he is passionate and I love to see people that are passionate. 
 
I don’t want to eat your food if you are not a passionate cook.  You can keep that.  
It’s something about when food is even prepared with passion.  It is not even edible, 
it is an appetizer and then they look good.  I like people that they are passionate 
about what they do.  Passionate about life and so he is motionist in some areas here 
that I want to share.  He is a motionist to be passionate about our relationship with 
God.  Never lose you zest for God.  Never lose your zest for the Kingdom of God.  
Never lose your zest for telling people about Jesus.   Folks, whether you realize it or 
not, hell is real. 
 
And there are a lot of people on their way to hell for eternity and God has us in the 
earth who has received His Good News and we are obligated, we have been given 
this Ministry of Reconciliation to let people know oh that there is a God who loves 
you.  There is price so it has been paid for your life.  Folks we have to become 
passionate again about seeing people come into the Kingdom of God and seen loved, 
saved, and transformed.  We have to be passionate.  We have to become passionate 
again.  And so our relationship with God it can become cold and still and old.  Now 
it’s hard to get up and pray in the morning.  Some days you just skipped it.  It is 
hard to reach your Bibles, just skipped it.  It’s hard to get to church, you used to be 
excited.  You used to be one of the first people but now I just get there after Praise 
and Worship.  So we can become stagnant in our relationship with God. 
 
 We can also become stagnant in our marriage relationship.  You think about people 
who are married and as the years go by sometimes they forget.  This it the person 
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they fell in love with.  I counseled with some people and sometimes I sit there 
wondering, now why did you all get married?  Did you ever love each other at any 
time?  Because I have sat literally in the middle of some World War 2 counseling 
sessions where they are at each other’s throat and I’m sitting there saying, “You 
have to like them at some point, right?”  When did this occur? 
 
I’m confused.  I’m baffled because over the years, what has happen they have grown 
stale and stagnant in the relationship.  So they take each other for granted.  So now 
they are just critical in their mean spirit and they are just fault-finding and they 
are selfish.  There are no complements anymore.  There are no kind acts.  There is 
nothing romantic.  There is no dating any longer.  There is no freshness of love and 
romance and we take them for granted and over the years they end up growing 
apart and relationships are lost.  All because you didn’t remain fervent then keep 
zest in your relationship.   
 
My wife and I, we’ve been married now for nearly 17 years and I still treat her as if 
we were still dating like back when we were 16 years old.  I still open the door for 
her.  I still make sure she has everything.  I wait on a hand and foot.  Not so long 
ago, I flew her over to the Bahamas, got a restaurant right by the lakeside.  I made 
sure it was perfect setting.  It was candlelit and I eased the ***** and I poured out 
the most beautiful gift and presented it.  The packaging on the gift was so 
extravagant it literally took her breath and she was nearly in tears.  She hasn’t 
even gone to the gift yet, just the packaging.  I’m talking about just the packaging.  
Well, I took time; I invested in that because I know what is important in life.  You 
have to invest in vital relationship. 
 
If you want your relationship passionate with God, you got to invest with that.  You 
got to invest time and prayer, in time in God’s work, in time and service and 
worship and prayer.  You got to invest in your relationship with God.  Same way in 
your marriage, you must invest.  You got to invest.  There is no investment being 
made and yet we are looking for a return.  We wonder why there is no love.  We 
wonder why you are snapping at each other.  You can’t stand one another.  You 
wonder why the beds are cold.  It is because we’ve lost our zest.  We’ve lost our zest.  
We lost our passion. 
 
So number one, make sure you invest in your relationships. Invest.  Here is the 
thing, sometimes we lose our passion or zest, and we lose it in our dreams, our 
purpose in life.  Sometimes so many years go by we forget our dreams.  Sometimes 
we have been disappointed so much we kind to let it go.  It is no longer burning like 
it once did and things become so routine and common place in life, it simply loses 
our zest.  We lose our zest.  Ralph Waldo Emerson said this, “Nothing great was 
ever achieved without enthusiasm.”  Nothing great.  
 

 



 - 7 -

If you are going to do anything great in life and the apostle Paul knew this and that 
is why the Holy Spirit had him to write be fervent.  Whatever you do, do it with all 
your might.  Give it your all whatever you do. 
 
The apostle Paul, he told Timothy to stir up the gift.  I get the picture, Timothy was 
just kind of drooping around and the apostle Paul finally got tired of it.  He said, 
“Look son, you are going to stir up yourself up.”  You got to have to get excited.  You 
got to get passionate about something.  This Word, when he says,  
“Stir up your gift.”  It literally is translated fan the flame.  You are not burning any 
longer.  Fan the flame.  Get your passion back.  Get a zest for life, a zeal for life 
again.  Learn how to live and be vibrant and fresh and excited. 
 
Let me give you some things that will help you to rekindle your passion and to keep 
a zest for life.  Number 1, you are to set some new goals.  Set some new goals.   A lot 
of people are sitting around, bored with life and stagnant, and spiteful.  Their 
creativity is spiteful.  They are doing nothing because they don’t have any goals.  
Always have something out in front of you.  I don’t care what it is.  What is to lose 
10 pounds?  What is to save a thousand dollars?  Always have something out in 
front of you.  What are your goals?  What is it that you have out in front of you that 
you are aiming for?  Always have a new goal and when you reach that goal, 
immediately get another goal.  And you will be surprised how quickly your life will 
begin to improve.  You will be surprise, the freshness and the excitement that will 
come back into your life when you are pursuing something, when you are after 
something, when you see yourself achieving and accomplishing something. 
 
Always have something out in front of you.  So many people they walk around with 
no goals and shooting for anything.  They have no desire and that is why there lives 
are so boring and stagnated and they are just going to the motions and they can’t 
stand life.  They don’t even want to get up the bed in the morning.  That’s because 
they are not going for anything.  What’s in front of you?  What do you have out in 
front of you?  What are your goals?  What are you shooting for?  What are you 
reaching for?  That’s one of the powerful things that will always challenge you that 
will keep you growing.  It will keep you improving.  Don’t lose your zest.  Don’t lose 
your zest for life. 
 
I’m going to stop right here, we’ll pick up next time and I’ll give you some keys.  
Continue giving these keys on keeping yourself fresh and vibrant and excited in all 
areas of your life. 
 
We want to thank those of you for tuning into today.  I want you go to AirJesus.com 
and you can listen to this message, message no. 7355, don’t lose your zest.  You can 
also email it to a friend absolutely free of charge and we thank you so much for 
joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because Brother, you need the Word. 

 


