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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! 
 
We welcome those of you who are joining us by way of television or joining us at 
AirJesus.com. Stay tuned to today’s message. We are talking about maintaining 
your passion. When life is sort of stale, your life gets boring and you feel like you’re 
going through the motions, well, I want to help to put the passion back in your life 
and help you to maintain the passion of enjoying life. 
 
The apostle Paul said something interesting. You don’t have to worry about turning 
there; but in II Timothy 1:6, he simply told Timothy:  “ … stir up the gift.” Now, 
notice, he told Timothy to do something. He said, “You stir up the gift.” The literal 
Greek of those words is translated “fan the flame.” In other words, don’t let your fire 
die down. Don’t let your passion die down; fan it. Stir it up, increase it. “Maintain 
your passion” is what he was telling Timothy. Don’t let your passion dwindle down. 
So whenever there is a fire and you don’t want it to dwindle down, you fan it to stir 
it back up, to incite it. 
 
So this is what he told Timothy. Timothy was just kind of drooping through life and 
just kind of meandering along, melancholy, not much going on; he wasn’t excited, 
nothing moved him. So Paul said, “No, stir up your passion! Don’t let your passion 
dwindle. Don’t let your passion for life dwindle! Stir it up! Fan the flame!” So he 
began to incite something in Timothy to incite him to maintain his passion. 
 
You don’t have to turn there, either; but Leviticus 6:13 is talking about one of the 
altars in the Old Testament, and it says:  “Don’t let the fire go out.” That was one of 
the specific instructions that was given:  “Don’t let the fire go out.” 
 
Folks, we can apply that to our lives. I believe in our lives, he is talking about the 
fire of passion. Don’t let passion go out of your life. 
 
You don’t have to turn there, either; in Ephesians 5:18, the Bible says:  “Be filled 
with the Spirit of  …” The literal Greek translation of that term is the present-tense 
gerund says “be Being-filled”; “ … be Being-filled with the Spirit.” It denotes 
continuous action; in other words, it’s something you have to maintain. You have to 
maintain a Spirit-filled condition. You have to maintain a fire, a passion. 
 
Remember the words that we use for the word “passion” or “zest” are simply 
“enthusiasm”; some other synonyms:  “intensity, excitement, enjoyment, zeal, spice, 
eagerness.” I like this one:  “gusto.” So all of these are things that we are to use to 
maintain our passion in life, because the pressures of life will cause your passion to 
evaporate. Just the pressures of daily life cause your excitement to evaporate. You 
can be excited for a little while; but after you’ve dealt with some problems and some 
issues, that passion has just died. It dwindled. 
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So we have to maintain our freshness, our vibrancy, our excitement, our 
exuberance, our zeal, our spice, our gusto, our enjoyment. We have to maintain our 
enthusiasm and zest, our passion, our eagerness and our fervency. We have to 
maintain that. We have to do something to maintain it. 
 
So, notice, he told Timothy, “You stir it up. You do something.” So we have an 
exhortation there. We have to do something, and I’m going to give you some things 
to help you maintain your passion. 
 
Ralph Waldo Emerson said this:  “Nothing great was ever achieved without 
enthusiasm.” 
 
Reggie Leach said this:  “Success is not the result of spontaneous combustion. You 
must first set yourself on fire.” So he’s basically saying, “Success is not just going to 
explode on you. It’s not just going to happen.” He said you’ve first got to be on fire. 
You first have to be enthusiastic. You have to be passionate. You’ve got to be eager. 
You have to be intensified. You have to be fervent. You have to be full of zeal and 
gusto and have some spice. You’ll never see anybody really accomplish anything if 
they’re not excited about it. 
 
When somebody is selling a product, I like for that person to be on fire. Don’t try to 
sell me a product when you don’t believe it works yourself! I like for somebody to be 
excited when they’re selling something or doing something. Be excited about it. This 
is what he’s saying. You’ve first got to set yourself on fire before you will ever have 
any type of success. 
 
I have seven areas, I believe, that are vital for us to keep our passion burning, seven 
areas. I’m going to give them to you quickly. 
 
I think we should keep passion for life in general, just for the journey of life. Life is 
a journey. It’s an adventure, and I think we need to keep a passion just for life in 
general, viewing it as an adventure, a journey. 
 
I think we should have passion and keep passion in our relationship with God. You 
have to keep passion in your relationship with God. 
 
Number three, I think we should keep passion in our marriage, in our family; keep 
passion there. 
 
Number four, I believe we should keep a passion for reaching the lost. I think we 
should keep a passion for reaching the lost. Who have you told about Jesus lately? 
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Number five, I think we should keep a passion for helping others. We should keep a 
passion for helping others. 
 
Number six, we should keep a passion for pursuing our dreams. You should keep a 
passion for pursuing your dreams. 
 
Number seven, you should keep a passion for loving people. You should have a 
passion for loving people. That’s the greatest commandment:  love God, and love 
people. Love God and love people, those are the two great commandments. Love 
God, and love people. So we should have a passion for loving people. 
 
I like something I read relating to laughing that says:  “We don’t stop laughing 
because we get old, we get old because we stop laughing.” I thought about this in 
relation to passion, and I said, “You can actually substitute ‘passion’ and it’s just as 
true.” Listen to this:  We don’t lose our passion because we get old, we get old 
because we lose our passion. I think that works. Doesn’t that work for you? I think 
that works good. 
 
While we’re talking about getting old, I ran across some getting-old jokes. I want to 
share a few with you. 
 
It says, “You know you’re getting old when you and your teeth don’t sleep together. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when you try to straighten out the wrinkles in your 
socks and you discover you aren’t wearing any. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when at the breakfast table you hear ‘snap, crackle, 
pop’ and you’re not eating cereal. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when your back goes out, but you stay home. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when it takes two tries to get up from the couch. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when your idea of a night out is sitting on the patio. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when happy hour is a nap. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when you step off a curb and look down one more time 
to make sure the street is still there. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when your idea of weightlifting is standing up. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when you sit in a rocking chair and can’t get it going. 
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“You know you’re getting old when the pharmacist has become your new best friend. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when ‘getting lucky’ means you found your car in the 
parking lot. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when the twinkle in your eye is merely a reflection 
from the sun on your bifocals. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when it takes twice as long to look half as good. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when everything hurts and what doesn’t hurt doesn’t 
work. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when you look for your glasses for a half an hour and 
they were on your head the whole time. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when you sink your teeth into a steak and they stay 
there. 
 
“You know you’re getting old when you wonder how you could be over the hill when 
you don’t even remember being on top of it.” 
 
So I believe that we don’t lose our passion because we get old; I believe we get old 
because we lose our passion. Let me give you some keys. The apostle Paul told 
Timothy to stir up the passion, stir up his fire, stir up his enthusiasm, stir up his 
eagerness, stir up his zeal, stir up his gusto, stir up the spice of life, stir up his 
intensity. I want to give you some keys, because I believe that we are able to do it. 
 
Key number one, celebrate each day. Celebrate each day. Each day is a gift. Each 
day is precious. The moment I awaken in the morning, now I fall on my knees and 
the first thing I give thanks for, I give thanks for this day:  “God, thank You for this 
wonderful day You’ve made. You’ve given me another opportunity to enjoy this 
wonderful day. Thank You for the sunshine and the birds singing and the wind 
blowing and the breeze, and thank You for my wife and kids. I’m able to enjoy my 
family, I love them. Thank You, Lord, for all of Your wonderful virtues. I’m able to 
walk in love, joy and peace; I’m able to serve others, make somebody’s day brighter. 
Father, I’m able to serve Your purpose, I’m able to do Your will, I’m able to grow, 
I’m able to follow my destiny. God, I’m able to enjoy You, I’m able to talk to You. 
God, thank You for this day that I have. Thank You for this opportunity. I have 
another day. This is a wonderful day. It’s special.” 
 
Our days on Earth are numbered. That makes each day very valuable. Each day 
has a calculated value now in my thinking, because our days are numbered. So, 
every day is precious! I don’t have a day to waste. I don’t have a day to let go. Every 
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day is valuable, because our days are numbered on Earth. So you begin now to 
understand the value, the calculated value of each and every day. 
 
My mother and I a few weeks ago met a young man who looked to be in his early 
30s. My mother called me about a week ago and said, “You know the young man we 
met a couple of weeks ago?” I said, “Yeah.” She said, “The very next day, that young 
man was killed in a car accident.” I said, “My God!” I said, “My God!” I said, “It 
makes me appreciate even more a day.” 
 
Every day is priceless. Every day, life is fragile. Life is very precious, a day. So I 
enjoy the embrace of my kids. I enjoy the embrace of my wife. I don’t have time for 
bickering and arguing, no, no! Each day is too valuable for that. Each day is too 
precious for that. I want to savor each moment of each day. Thank You, Lord God, 
that I can go to work, even if it’s a job I’m not necessarily called to; but, Father, it’s 
a place where I can still be enthusiastic, I can still be passionate, I can still enjoy 
myself. You’ve given me a place to use my skills. You’ve given me a place to use my 
intellect. You’ve given me a place to use my labors. There’s nothing like a good, hard 
day’s work, and I thank You I have an opportunity to work somewhere. The value of 
each day, you have to celebrate each day. Celebrate each day! You’ll lose a lot of 
frustration in life if you learn to celebrate each day, realize each day is a gift! That’s 
why today is called the present; it is literally a gift. It is a gift. Each day is a gift. So 
learn to celebrate each day. Celebrate each day. 
 
Key number two, this is how you stir up your passion:  invest time, energy and focus 
into your purpose. If you know what your purpose is, if you know what your calling 
in life is, if you know what your destiny is, invest time, energy and focus into your 
purpose each and every day. 
 
Sometimes we lose our passion about our dreams and divine purpose, because we’ve 
had disappointments in the past and because so much time has gone by. We have 
become distracted pursuing other things, and we lose passion because we are no 
longer doing what God put us in the Earth to do! So if you want to begin to be 
passionate again and maintain your passion, it is important that you always invest 
time, energy and focus into your life’s calling, into your life’s work, into your life’s 
purpose. That will cause you to rekindle the flame, to rekindle the embers. Where 
your focus and attention are, your passion will follow. Wherever your focus and 
attention are, your passion will follow. So make sure every day you do something in 
line with your destiny, something in line with your purpose, something in life with 
your calling, because now you are stirring up the embers, you’re fanning the flame, 
you’re stirring up the gift. So that’s very important, so that’s number two. Key 
number two:  invest time, energy, effort and focus into your life’s purpose. 
 
Key number three, set new goals. Set new goals for yourself. Always have 
something out here in front of you that you’re reaching for. I don’t care, they could 
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be small goals. My goal could be to lose ten pounds, or my goal could be to get in 
shape; my goal could be to save $1,000 or $2,000 or $5,000. My goal could be to buy 
a house. My goal could be to read through the whole Bible. It doesn’t matter. Make 
sure you have goals. Set new goals for your life. Always have something out here. 
This keeps vibrancy, this keeps freshness in your life, because you’re always 
attaining; you’re always reaching. This causes you to stretch, it causes you to grow, 
it causes you to become better. You’re always out here, you’re reaching for 
something in front of you, and it’s causing you to improve your life. Because that 
challenge is challenging you, it keeps you alive, it keeps you vibrant, it keeps you 
fresh, it keeps you energized. That’s one way you maintain your passion is by 
always setting new goals. So the moment you achieve one goal, immediately set 
another goal, set another goal. This keeps the fires burning, this keeps the passion. 
You are going to find yourself improving your life. You’re going to be happier. You’re 
going to be more excited. You’re going to be more passionate about life, because you 
are setting and reaching goals, you are accomplishing something, and it’s building 
confidence in you, because now you feel like you can do anything that you set your 
mind to! So always set new goals, always set new goals. 
 
Key number four:  make a difference. Make a difference. Make a difference. This is 
something that stirs our passion in life when we make a difference in somebody 
else’s life. 
 
There was a woman who was depressed and went to a pastor, and the pastor said, 
“I’m going to give you one assignment.” The pastor knew the woman could cook, so 
he said, “I want you to bake some cookies. I want you to pass out cookies to people 
during the week, and I want you to come back to me next Sunday and I’ll give you 
your second assignment.” 
 
Well, the woman never showed to the pastor again; she never came for the second 
appointment. You know why? She got so excited, she got so happy passing out 
cookies. She got so excited for baking cookies for other people. She got so much joy 
out of giving and making a difference in somebody else’s life, she didn’t need to go 
back for any more counseling! Something had reawakened in her, and she was now 
enthusiastic. She had zeal, she had excitement again and intensity. 
 
So make a difference in somebody else’s life; that stirs passion again. It gives you a 
reason for living. It makes you feel good when you are sacrificing something for 
somebody else! There is wonderful passion in making a difference in somebody 
else’s life. That’s key number four. Everybody say, “Key number four.” 
 
Key number five is to be thankful. Key number five is to be thankful. 
 
I had a good friend of mine, and we were talking one day. He said, “Man, I’m just 
the scum of the Earth.” He said, “Man, my life is so miserable. Everything is just 
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awful. It couldn’t get any worse!” He was basically just saying, “Woe is me, woe is 
me! Why is everything happening to me? Nothing ever goes right! Why, why, why?” 
Anybody ever sung that song? 
 
So as he was talking to me, I said, “Do you have a wife?” He said, “Yes, Man, I have  
beautiful wife. She loves me very much.” I said, “Do you have any kids?” He said, 
“Man, I have two wonderful kids. They love me so much.” I said, “Do you have a 
job?” He said, “Yeah, Man, I have a good job. I’m making good money.” Then he said, 
“I see where you’re going.” He said, “Man, I’m blessed!” He said, “What in the world 
was I thinking?” He said, “Thank you so much for putting my life in perspective! I 
am richly blessed!” He got so excited, he got so excited! Be thankful, be thankful, be 
thankful, be thankful. 
 
Constantly review what you have to be thankful for, things that we take for 
granted. Constantly review what you have to be thankful for. So often, we just take 
things for granted. That stirs a new passion again in your life when you are 
conscious of the blessings that are around you, the blessings in your life and how 
good God has been to you. It stirs a new passion in your life. So that’s a powerful 
key in maintaining your passion. 
 
Key number six is, take a risk. Take a risk. Do something different. Take a risk. 
 
A group of older people were interviewed. These people were all in their 80s or 
older, and they were asked this question:  If you could have done something 
different in life, what would you have done differently over your life? All of them 
had this one answer in common. They said they would have taken more risks. In 
other words, don’t get to the end of your life and have all of these regrets because 
you didn’t risk enough, you didn’t step out enough, you didn’t step out to see what 
was out there, to see what would happen, to see how you would feel, to see if you 
could make it. Stagnation is doing too much of the same thing. So, take a risk. 
 
Let me read something good to you I found about taking a risk. This is actually a 
little poem called “Carpe Diem”, “Seize the Day”. It says:  “Too often, we are scared:  
scared of what we might not be able to do, scared of what people might think if we 
tried. We let our fears stand in the way of our hopes. We say no when we want to 
say yes. We sit quietly when we want to scream, and we shout with each other when 
we should keep our mouths shut. Why? After all, we do only go around once. There 
really is not time to be afraid. So, stop. Try something you’ve never tried. Risk it. 
Enter a triathlon. Write a letter to the editor. Demand a raise. Take piano lessons. 
Throw away your television. Bicycle across the United States. Try bobsledding. Try 
anything. Travel to a country where you don’t speak the language. Invent 
something. Call her. Call him. You have nothing to lose and everything to gain … 
everything.” 
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Risk. Be willing to take risks. Be willing to take risks. There’s something about 
getting out on the edge that stirs your passion, that makes you feel alive. 
 
We were in Costa Rica last year on our annual brothers’ trip. We did some things 
we had never done. You talk about feeling alive, Man, we were out on the edge! We 
started off cabling from the tops of trees. We were at the tops of trees, and they had 
these wires connecting the trees in the jungle. We were sliding down the cables from 
treetop to treetop with the monkeys -- I mean, up with the monkeys -- and we were 
sliding across the whole jungle, just going from treetop to treetop. I felt like Tarzan 
coming across the jungle. But it was a risk! We were doing something we had never 
done. We began to feel alive. 
 
Then we left there and went and got on this slide. This slide was made out of 
concrete, and it was about a mile long and you traveled down about 60 miles per 
hour, rushing with water in it. Man, we got on that slide, and I leaned back and 
closed my eyes. Man, that thing was moving, and it was hitting those curves so fast, 
you felt like you were just going to slosh off the side of it or break your leg. But we 
were risking, and when we hit the pool at the bottom, Man, we came out of there 
and everybody’s eyes are wide open. We felt alive! We knew we were alive! We knew 
we were alive. Risk something! Do something different that you’ve never done! 
 
Then when we left there, we got on some horses. I had never ridden a horse, so this 
was new for me. I got on the horse, and it was raining. We rode horses in the rain on 
cement, which made it very slippery. These horses were traveling right on the edge 
of this bridge, and as you were riding, his horseshoe would just slip off the edge of 
the bridge. You talk about knowing you were alive! The horse is almost about to fall 
off a bridge and shoes are just slipping, and we were in the rain. Folks, it made us 
feel alive. 
 
I’m out of time, but listen. Number seven is, get around other passionate people. 
Key number seven, get around other passionate people. Get around other 
passionate people. 
 
I’m out of time. Go to AirJesus.com. You can listen to this message, Message 7356, 
“Maintaining Your Passion.” You can email it to a friend absolutely free of charge. 
 
Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, 
you need the Word! 
 
Praise God. Don’t forget, number seven was get around other passionate people. 
The fire will rub off on you. Get around other passionate people, the fire will rub off 
on you. Don’t forget that. Get around other passionate people, the fire will rub off. If 
you take a poker and stick a poker in a fire in the fireplace, that poker, which was 
once cold, will become hot because you placed it in the fire. So you put yourself 
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around other fiery people, around other passionate people who are passionate with 
life, and you, too, will become hot. 

 


