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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! 
 
We welcome all of you who are joining us by television or joining us at 
AirJesus.com; so delighted to have you join us today. Stay tuned to today’s message 
talking about waiting. Do you ever get tired of waiting on God? It seems like He is 
never going to move on your behalf, or you are never going to get the breakthrough 
that you need. Well, stay tuned to today’s message. I want to share some things that 
will help you greatly. 
 
I heard a little joke about waiting. This farmer and his wife were asleep in their 
house when they heard some ruckus in the barn. They heard the chickens and so 
forth making a lot of noise. The husband was kind of slow and the wife was very 
quick. So the wife rushed in, she ran into the barn and opened it, and she saw a big, 
black snake. She immediately jumped on top of the snake, right on top of his head, 
and just held him down. 
 
About 15 minutes later, the husband showed up. He was fully dressed, even had his 
pocket watch. He said, “Oh, I see you got him.” He said, “If I had known you had 
him, I wouldn’t have rushed.” He said, “I wouldn’t have been in such a hurry if I 
had known.” 
 
I want to just share something over in the Gospel of John, the Gospel of John, 
Chapter 11; the Gospel of John, Chapter 11. I just want to use as the subject today 
“Hurry Up, God!” … “Hurry Up, God!” 
 
How many times do we all feel like saying that sometimes? “Hurry up, God! It is 
just taking so, so, so long.” I’m sure we have all expressed that sentiment. 
 
John, Chapter 11, we will just read Verses 1 through 6; John, Chapter 11, Verses 1 
through 6, and then I will point out a couple of other verses. Let’s begin with John, 
Chapter 11, Verse 1. Ready? Read:  “Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of 
Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 
 
“(It was that Mary, which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped His feet with 
her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.) 
 
“Therefore his sisters sent unto Him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom Thou lovest is 
sick. 
 
“When Jesus heard that, He said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of 
God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. 
 
“Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 
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“When He had heard therefore that he was sick, He abode two days still in the same 
place where He was.” Let me read that again; listen carefully:  “When He heard 
therefore that he was sick, He abode two days still in the same place where He was.” 
 
In Verse 17, notice Verse 17:  “When Jesus came,” when He finally showed up, “He 
found that he had lain in the grave four days already.” 
 
In Verse 21:  “Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my 
brother had not died.” 
 
Well, let’s find out what her sister Mary said to Jesus, Verse 32:  “Then when Mary 
was come where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying unto 
Him, Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.” 
 
So Mary said the same thing; she felt the same way. So we are just talking about 
“Hurry Up, God!” I am sure this is the sentiment of these sisters who were waiting 
on Jesus. They were in an urgent situation; and Jesus heard about their situation, 
and yet He chose to stay where He was for two additional days, no hurry at all. 
Jesus just stayed where He was. 
 
Isn’t it something that we can be in a hurry, but God isn’t in a hurry? God operates 
on His own time clock, not on our time. So just because something is urgent on our 
behalf, it is not necessarily urgent with God, because God controls it all. 
 
Somebody turn to your neighbor and say, "God controls it all”. 
 
But anyway, we see here this situation where they, the sisters, even expressed to 
Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here earlier, if it had not taken You so long, this 
would have been averted, this would have been avoided”. But nevertheless, Jesus 
took His sweet time, and He was there. 
 
The one thing I have learned about God is, God is never late. He is always on time. 
He is normally not early, either; but He is right on time. It seems like He just slides 
in right in the nick of time. 
 
So often we have this sentiment, this hard cry where we cry out, “Hurry up, God! 
Please hurry! What’s taking so long? I am tired of waiting on a spouse” or “I am 
tired of waiting to get healed” or “I am tired of waiting to get a job” or “I am tired of 
waiting to get a break. I am tired of waiting on some money to come in. When are 
my rich relatives going to die? Lord, hurry up! Give me a break, God. I’m waiting on 
something.” 
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So often we are waiting and we are just impatient, and it seems like it is taking 
forever; it seems like God is not moving fast enough. So we have this hard cry. 
 
This psalmist had the same cry. He cried out several times throughout the psalm, 
and he would literally say, “Make haste to help me, God”. That’s what he was really 
saying:  “Hurry up, God! Make haste!” That’s the old King James’ English; but he 
was saying the same thing:  “Lord, make haste! Hurry up, God, help me here! I am 
in trouble, I need Your help”. Then several other instances throughout psalms, he 
will say, “Lord, how much longer? How long, Lord?” He was wondering, “God, what’s 
taking so long?” 
 
This is something that we all face. We all face this seeming delay, this seeming 
slowness. It seems like we want things to happen in our lives, we’re waiting on God, 
looking for something to happen, and it seems to be just taking forever. 
 
Well, a part of the problem that causes our impatience with God is because our 
society that we live in is really an instant society now, and because of the society 
being instant, it has spilled over into our spiritual relationship with God. 
Everything is instant in society, from instant coffee to instant love. I mean, 
everything is instant; you can get instant grits to instant pancakes. I don’t like 
instant pancakes. I don’t even know if there is such a thing as instant pancakes. 
But I know you can buy them already frozen, and all you have to do is throw them 
in the microwave. We live in a day where now even the microwave takes too long. 
Sometimes I stand at the microwave and 60 seconds is just too long; I’m like, “Hurry 
up! I’m ready to eat!” Isn’t that something? Don’t even mention cutting on the 
conventional oven. We don’t even bother with that; that’s just too long. It’s too long 
to warm that thing up. 
 
We have this microwave mentality, but God is not a microwave God. He is not a 
microwave God. God is a crockpot God. God is a simmering God; He takes His time. 
He takes His time. So God works in our lives on His timetable, and He shares and 
teaches with us that not everything is going to happen instantly for us. There are 
going to be some times you are just simply going to have to wait. You are going to 
have to wait; everything is not going to be instant. 
 
Turn to your neighbor and say, "Everything is not going to be instant”. 
 
Everything is not going to be instant, I’m sorry. I know we live in this age of we 
want it, and we want it now. We don’t just want it; we want it right now. We don’t 
want to wait. 
 
In fact, we were just talking a few moments ago, and Brother Snapper was talking 
about he needed to get a cell phone replaced; and he said he not only needs a cell 
phone, but he said he needs it now. So we were talking, and he cannot even wait on 
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the shipment. He can’t even wait for somebody to ship it to him; he needs it now! He 
needs it yesterday. So we live in a very instant, right-now world. 
 
Well, what got me thinking on this, normally when I share something it is out of my 
own experience. Recently a short while ago, I was praying intensely for something. I 
needed a particular breakthrough in a particular area, and I was praying. After I 
prayed, I looked around, there was no instant answer. So because nothing happened 
instantly, I began to become frustrated, fearful, kind of stressed out, panicky, 
nervous. Because I needed it, I felt like I needed it right now, and I did not want to 
wait because I did not see the answer immediately. 
 
But then something interesting happened. Over the process of time -- and it 
actually wasn’t even much longer, just over the process of a few days -- I saw the 
fulfillment of my prayer request come to pass, and it came just a few days later. 
Here’s the part that got me. It did not come immediately when I prayed; but it came 
a few days later, and it came even better than what I had prayed for. Now that I am 
in the manifestation of it and I am looking back, now I am saying, “God, now I see 
why You did not answer me immediately, because You were working on something 
far greater than what would have instantly come!” 
 
So I was able to look back and see. When I was panicking and when I was nervous 
and when I was stressed out, I began to realize I did not trust God. I did not trust 
Him. Because I prayed and did not see it instantly I began to kind of panic, and my 
panicking let me know I did not trust Him. There is no two ways about it, I did not 
trust Him. Because it did not manifest instantly, I just thought it was not 
happening. I thought God was not listening. I thought God was not answering, and 
so in my frustration and anxiety and stress and panic I realized looking back now 
after I had gotten the answer. I look back and say, “God, I did not trust You. I did 
not trust You” and all along God was working it out behind the scenes. He was all 
along working it out behind the scenes. 
 
When the answer came, Man, it energized me; it refreshed me; it gave me just a 
new energy and zeal. It just excited me when the answer came! I began to 
understand now what the Bible says. You don’t necessarily have to turn there; but 
Isaiah, Chapter 40, Verse 31 says:  “They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they will mount up with wings as eagles; they will run, and not get weary; 
they will walk, and not faint.” 
 
Now, I’ve got a different perspective of that Scripture after I went through this little 
experience, because I experienced that after the answer came! I did not experience 
it while I was waiting! 
 
So I began to see, “Well, maybe this Scripture is saying that you will be renewed in 
your strength, talking about when the answer comes, when God does show up from 
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your waiting!” After you have waited on Him and He shows up, your strength is 
going to be renewed! Your strength is going to be renewed; you are going to be able 
to mount up with wings as eagles, and you are going to run! There is a new energy! 
There is a new strengthening when the answer comes! So when the delight came to 
my heart, I was running; I was running, and I was not getting tired! And I was 
walking, and I was not faint. 
 
I began to understand Isaiah 40 that it is not necessarily that while we are waiting, 
but I think that is a picture of when God shows up. When He shows up with your 
answer, you are going to be renewed; you are going to be strengthened; and you are 
going to be so happy, you are going to run and not get weary and walk and not faint. 
 
So I began to see that in a new light. I always thought that you were going to have 
this strength while you were waiting. Not necessarily. I mean, when payday comes, 
that’s different; enjoyment comes over you! You know what I’m saying? You know.  
 
I believe that is showing you that when you have waited, when you have waited on 
God and the answer comes, when God shows up with your answer, with your 
breakthrough, you are going to be refreshed, and you are going to be so excited you 
are going to forget the waiting period, because your breakthrough is going to be 
much more joyous than what you went through while you were waiting. 
 
So I just began to see those Scriptures. But going through that experience, I began 
to see that when I did not think God was working it out, He was working it out. He 
was working it out, and it reminded me of Mark. You don’t have to turn there; but 
in Mark, Chapter 4, Verses 26 and 29, this came to my heart when I looked back on 
it. It simply talks about the Kingdom of God, or you can say God’s way or God’s 
method, the way He operates. It goes on to say it is like a man planting a seed. It 
says when that seed is planted, that man just goes about his way day and night, 
getting up, going to sleep day and night. It says that seed will begin to spring up, 
sprout out and grow, and it says when the man comes back to check it, he does not 
know how it happened. I began to realize that when a seed is planted in the ground, 
you cannot see the operation under the soil! You cannot see that seed opening and 
germinating in the soil. You cannot see the roots that are happening. All that is 
below ground, and you cannot see it. So when that man comes out there, sometimes 
it looks like nothing has happened, and he can become very discouraged. But what 
he did not realize is that under the earth, something is happening! Something is 
taking root; something is growing! 
 
So I began to realize that even when you pray and you do not see immediate 
answers, you have to realize that it has taken root! You cannot see everything, and 
when the answer manifests, sometimes you will not even know how it happened; 
you just see it springing up. But all along, God was working it out behind the 
scenes! 
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Turn to your neighbor and say, "God works behind the scenes”. 
 
Just because you cannot see it immediately does not mean He is not working. God 
does not always do things the way that we figure. Sometimes we figure how God is 
going to do something. Now, God said in Isaiah, “My ways are higher than your 
ways. My thoughts are higher than your thoughts. So I am not going to do 
everything for you the way you have it figured.” God is much smarter than we are; 
He is much wiser than we are; He knows more than we know. So you have to learn 
to let God work it out His way. You have to learn to let Him work it out His way. 
 
Now, I learned some interesting things in our text, John, Chapter 11. Turn back 
there in our text, John, Chapter 11, Verses 5 and 6. Look at this. This is an 
interesting comment I came across. Notice what it says here. In John, Chapter 11, 
Verse 5:  “Now Jesus loves Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.” Now Jesus loved 
all three of them, but notice the next verse:  “When He heard therefore that he was 
sick, He abode two days in the same place where He was.” 
 
So that says to me, just because it does not happen for you instantly does not mean 
God does not love you, because He expressly said -- and I believe He said that for a 
reason -- Jesus loved Mary, He loved Martha, He loved Lazarus; but He still waited 
two days, even though He loved them. You read that, and the Bible said He loved 
them as His own soul. He loved them! They were precious, they were His dear 
friends! In fact, this was the only time in the Bible where it says Jesus wept! It was 
His closest friend. He loved Lazarus! But even though He loved him, He still waited. 
 
So just because it looks like nothing is happening in your life does not mean God 
does not love you. He still loves you. 
 
Turn to your neighbor and say, "He still loves you”. He still loves you. He still loves 
you. He still loves you. 
 
Here is something else, another key I gleaned from this, Verse 15. John, Chapter 
11, Verse 15, notice what Jesus says to His disciples as He is already making Mary 
and Martha and Lazarus -- I guess Lazarus is dead, but I guess Lazarus is waiting, 
too; he is waiting to be raised from the dead. 
 
So look in Verse 15. Jesus says to His disciples:  “And I am glad for your sakes that I 
was not there, to the intent ye may believe.” 
 
Now, here is another key I learned from this. Sometimes you are waiting, and it is 
not about you. See, He is talking to His disciples. He is now telling His disciples, “I 
am glad I did not go raise Lazarus right away, because you all need to learn 
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something, something you all need. You all do not even believe in the power of God, 
you don’t believe in the faith of God.” So He is teaching His disciples. 
 
But, wait a minute! This isn’t even concerning the disciples; this is about Mary, 
Martha and Lazarus! Lazarus is dead. He has been in the grave four days. He’s 
waiting; the sisters are waiting! But, notice, Jesus is over here teaching these guys 
about something that is not even dealing with them. This is all about Martha, Mary 
and Lazarus; but yet, He is using their wait to teach somebody else something. 
 
A lot of times, you may be waiting, and it is not even about you. God may need to 
show somebody something who is watching you, who knows you. He may be trying 
to move something in your life to benefit somebody else, for somebody else’s benefit! 
So all the time, it’s not about you. 
 
Turn to your neighbor and say, "All the time, it’s not about you”. 
 
Then in Verse 4, there is another principle I learned here. He says a lot of times we 
are waiting for the glory of God, for God’s glory, because God is going to get 
something out of this and so God needs it to run its course so that it can get to a 
point where you will know that it had to be God that did it, it had to be God that 
delivered you. So there are some times we are allowed in certain things so God will 
be able to get the glory, just like even in my prayer:  I was able to look back and see 
the hand of God, and I was able to glorify God after I saw what God was doing in 
mapping out my life, and I was able to look back and give Him the glory because I 
knew it was Him. So sometimes we are waiting simply so God can get glory in 
certain situations. 
 
Well, here are some things that will help you while you wait. Number one, I believe 
you should pray. I believe you should pray while you wait. Number two, I believe 
you should believe He heard you. Pray, believe He heard you. And number three, 
you ought to thank Him for it. Pray, believe He heard you, thank Him for it. Every 
time you think about it, you ought to praise Him for hearing you. You have to say it; 
say it out loud, Jesus said. 
 
In fact, these three things I am teaching you, Jesus taught us in this same chapter. 
Verses 41 and 42, He teaches these three principles:  you ought to pray, you ought 
to believe that God heard you, and you ought to thank Him for it. 
 
Look at John 11:41-42. Notice what He said there at the end of Verse 41:  “And 
Jesus lifted up His eyes, and said” -- so He’s praying -- “Father, I thank Thee that 
Thou hast heard Me.” So He is thanking God, number one; number two, He believes 
God heard Him; number three, He’s praying. So these three steps I just gave you, 
Jesus taught us right there in Verse 41, three things you always ought to do:  you 
ought to pray, believe God heard you, and you ought to thank Him for it. Say it. You 
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know, Jesus was saying it. He said, “Lord, I am saying it”; so, say it. You ought to 
say to God, “God, I thank You for hearing me the other day when I prayed for such-
and-such”. Say it. Say it. “Thank You for hearing me.” What you’re doing now, you 
are helping your own faith; but at the same time, you are reminding God of His 
Word. 
 
You are building your own trust in God, and that’s number four. Number four, I 
believe you ought to trust God. You ought to trust. You ought to learn to relax. 
Learn to relax. Now, if you prayed, you believe He heard you, you have thanked 
Him for hearing you; trust Him, relax. 
 
Turn to your neighbor and say, "Relax”. 
 
Learn how to relax. Go outside and take some deep breaths, just relax. Relax, relax. 
Relax. That’s a huge part of our faith, just learning how not to be stressed out and 
how not to be worried over something, but relaxing and knowing that God is 
working it for your good. Even if it does not come instantly, always remember that 
He is working for your good, and if it does not come instantly or if it does not come 
how you thought, always know that God has something even better than what you 
thought He had. So always know that and learn to relax. Learn to relax. Learn to 
relax. 
 
And number five, my final point, is to do your part. Do your part in the natural. 
Always find something constructive to do. Find something that you should be doing. 
 
I am actually out of time. So I want you to go to AirJesus.com. You can listen to this 
message, Message No. 7357, “Hurry Up, God!” You can also email it to a friend 
absolutely free of charge. 
 
We thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, 
Brother, you need the Word. 
 
Praise God. Amen, amen. When I pray, I shared some things with you to help you to 
be able to wait and to trust God more and to know that God is working on your 
behalf, even when you cannot see it, even when it seems like your prayers have 
gone unanswered. 

 


