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Thank you for joining brothers of the word because brother you need the word! We 
welcome all of you who are joining us by television or those of you joining us by 
internet at AirJesus.com. We are excited to have you today, stay tuned to today’s 
message. I want to talk a little about helping your life make a difference in the 
world today. There is so much fulfillment and true joy and happiness when we allow 
our lives to be a blessing to others. 
 
If you will open your Bible to Matthew, to the book of The Gospel of Matthew 
chapter four, I would like you read verses twelve through sixteen. When you get 
there say amen. This is an interesting set of scriptures. I do not think I have ever 
publicly ever read this particular set of scriptures. They are a kind of obscure set of 
scriptures, you do not normally hear read but Matthew chapter four, verses twelve 
through sixteen-let us read it together in unison. Ready? Read.    
 
Matthew 4:12-16.  “Now, when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he 
departed into Galilee and leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum 
which is upon the sea coast in the borders of Zebulon and Naphtali.   That it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah, the prophet saying, the land of Zebulon and 
the land Naphtali by the way of the sea beyond Jordan Galilee, of the gentiles, the 
people which sat in darkness saw great light and to them which sat in the region, 
and  shadow of death, light is sprung up.” 
 
And I just want to read verses sixteen and seventeen again. Matthew 4:16, 17.  “,the 
people which sat in darkness saw great light and to them which sat in the region, 
and  shadow of death, light is sprung up.” 
 
And I just want to use that as a subject “Light for a Dark World”. 
It is interesting to note that when Jesus passed by, people were sitting in darkness 
but after he passed by them, they had great light and so I began to see that 
something changed. Something changed for the better and so what this passage 
said to me is; it said that, as we pass people in life, they should be better off than 
they were before we came along.  
 
When Jesus walked, by they were in darkness but when Jesus showed up, The Bible 
said, “They saw great light and light was sprung up”.  So, there was a change that 
happened in their midst and so Jesus, he made it brighter for them and so it speaks 
to us that when we encounter people, that people ought to change for the better. 
People ought to be in better shape once they have been in an encounter with us 
than before they met us and I know that sometimes the converse of that is actually 
true, people are in worse shape when they run across us, but that is not what Jesus 
intended at all. People should be better off because they came into contact with us 
and that is what I noticed. That here, these people were in darkness but after they 
came into contact with Christ they had great, great light.  
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Notice that in Genesis the Bible says, it opens up, and it talks about how the earth 
was without form, and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep. The first 
thing God says is “let there be light”. Let there be light for this dark world. Now in a 
time where the world has now returned to darkness again, God is saying something 
a little different. I want you to see it in the very next chapter. I thought this was 
interesting when Jesus shows up and Jesus emanates light. He brings light. I want 
you to see what happens in the very next chapter. 
 
Notice, Jesus talks about this dark world and he has a solution for this dark world 
we live in. Chapter 5:14. “You are the light of the world”. So, the first time the earth 
was dark God said let there be light. This time it is dark, Jesus is saying you are the 
light of the world. People should be better off after they have had an encounter with 
God’s people.  
 
I recall a woman, she was talking about how dark her life was and yet she said 
there was one bright spot in my life. She had a teenage son who was sort of a 
troubled teen and she said there is a Godly gentleman who has taken him under his 
wing and is mentoring him and bringing Godly influence. She said, even in my dark 
life there is one bright spot. I realize that that bright spot was there because 
somebody was allowing the light to shine from their life and to be a light in a dark 
world.  
 
I read an interesting poem by an unknown author. The title of it is “Wanted”. He 
said, wanted, more people to improve and fewer to disapprove, more doers and 
fewer talkers, more to say it can be done and fewer to say it is impossible, more to 
inspire other and fewer to throw cold water on them, more to get into the thick of 
things and fewer to sit on the sidelines, more to point out what is right and fewer to 
show what is wrong-and guess his last line, he says-more to light a candle and fewer 
to curse the darkness.  
 
I believe that this light that Jesus came and then expressed himself as light and 
then he turned to believers, his people and he says to us, now you are the light of 
the world. The Bible tells us in Matthew 8 that Jesus is “the true light.” He is the 
light and because he lives in us, his light is in us. Because He is in us and His light 
is in us, and so now He tells us-You are the light of the world.  
 
I read an interesting account about a young boy. He is about eight years old and he 
is from an impoverished family. He was downtown, standing in front of a store and 
he was just looking through this shoe store-through the window. This woman 
walked by and she said, young man, what are you doing? The boy just shamefully 
bowed his head and mumbled under his breathe, He said, I was praying that God 
would buy me a pair of shoes. The woman took the boy in the store and she cleaned 
his feet up bought a pair of socks and put it on him and she said I want you to pick 



 - 4 -

out three pairs of brand new shoes. He picked his three pairs of shoes. She bought 
them. The boy was so happy because he had never had new shoes before. He had 
had only hand me down shoes. The boy was so happy that when the woman 
returned from paying for everything the boy asked her, are you God’s wife?  
 
That is the way it is. When we allow our lights to shine people will actually confuse 
us with Christ because it is His light that shines through us, even in a dark world. 
We look more like him when we do the things that He did. I thought about this 
light-light is defined as that which makes it possible for us to see. When we are the 
light of the world, we are really making it possible for other people to see God. Light 
represents God’s life, God’s love, God’s character God’s nature, God’s healing, His 
hope, His goodness, His kingdom, His mercy, His influence. Light represents God. 
The Bible actually says in 1 John 1:5, “God is light”. A lot people did no know that 
you know. We know that God is love but the Bible literally says God is light. In Him 
is no darkness at all.  
 
I read a little joke about light that I thought was humorous. There were two 
carpenters and one of the carpenters was slow and so the other carpenter was 
picking fun at him. He pulled his flashlight out and shined it up to the second floor 
of the house. He said, could you climb up this light beam for me and get my hammer 
from the second floor? The other carpenter looked at him and said, what do you 
think I am, stupid? The moment I get halfway up that light beam, you are going to 
cut the light off.  
 
This light represents God. God himself is light. I have actually been including as a 
part of my daily prayer, I really take time now appreciating each day that God gives 
me on earth. A part of my prayer now is, Lord use me to touch somebody’s life-to 
make a difference in somebody’s life today. Use me Lord, to bring help to encounter 
someone that I can help, that I can bless, that I can be a light to, that I can make a 
difference in their life. The more I pray that the more God answers my prayer.  
 
It is kind of fun because sometimes God has to remind me that I prayed that. 
Sometimes when the need actually shows up, I do not want to fool with it and God 
is reminding me that-You were the one who prayed! You do not remember your 
prayer this morning? Sometimes I have to pray-Yes, I remember. Oh yeah! I did 
pray for you to let me help somebody. You have to be careful what you pray for 
because God will definitely meet you right at your request.  
 
I have been noticing that just becoming more conscious of really knowing what life 
is really about and that true life and true fulfillment and true joy of life-you get it 
when you serve other people, when you allow your life to be a blessing to other 
people, when you allow your light to shine in this dark world. The world is so dark. 
You can see it on the news everyday. Yet God has released his light in us. He is just 
waiting on us to release-to cut our own switch on, if you will-for us to cut our own 
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switch on and begin to shine, to begin to emanate, to give off His light in this dark 
world. 
 
 I remember a week ago I was rushing and I passed my normal gas station where I 
normally get gas, I ended up going up to the next exit and getting off and as soon as 
I pulled up there was a person there who was in need. Once again, my first impulse 
was I did not want to fool with it but God reminded me of my prayer-You did pray 
this morning to allow you to help somebody right? Yes God, I sure did. I can now see 
how you had me to miss my normal gas station and you led to this particular spot at 
this particular time because, You knew there was somebody You wanted me to help-
I will not go into the details of her predicament but I was able to help her. She 
began to weep and I heard her say as she walked away, Thank you Lord Jesus.  
 
 I was able to give some help but she gave glory to God and that is what the Bible 
says. The Bible says, “Let your light so shine before men that they will see your 
good works and Glorify Him”. She realized that I was the answer to her prayer. She 
had prayed evidently before I got there and by me being in the position to help her 
it was an answered prayer. You never know when you are the answer to somebody’s 
prayer. You never know when God sends you along at that right exact moment in 
that right particular place for you to be an answer to somebody’s prayer. That is all 
a part of you letting your light shine, being a light in a dark world.  
 
So often we are easily absorbed into our own selfish lives. Sometimes we are just so 
wrapped up in trying to make it ourselves, in doing our own thing that we really do 
not have a conscious effort to have other people’s needs on our minds. We are not 
conscious aware of needs around us because we are so self-absorbed. I realize I am 
even that way myself sometimes. You are so focused on achieving something or 
making some money or doing some things on your own and you forget that you are 
in the earth for a purpose larger than yourself, that there is something bigger than 
just your personal agenda, that you are light.  
 
Christ has given us light and we are to shine in a dark world. The world is darker 
than it has ever been and so now, at this time, He needs His light to shine wherever 
we may be. As we go throughout our day, begin to be aware of the needs around 
you. Begin to be aware of little things. I really started being aware of people that I 
used to just take for granted-like my trash man-it dawned on me one day that this 
guy is special because without him I would be in a mess. I began to just have an 
appreciation for my trash man. One day I left twenty dollars for him because I just 
wanted to be a light. I wanted to show my thanks and appreciation. I wanted to 
recognize-people sometimes are forgotten and they may be in situations where they 
may be in low esteem positions and here is an opportunity where we as people of 
light can make a difference in their lives.  
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I do it all the time, in fact, about a week ago I was at one of our favorite restaurants 
and I was picking up dinner for our family and the young lady who brought order 
out to my car, she does something unusual that I have never seen done at any  
restaurant on a to go order. She would write little notes on the to go boxes and I 
became fascinated with her notes because they were encouraging notes. She would 
write something like-this is the world’s best chicken sandwich and I hope you enjoy 
it and enjoy your wonderful day-then she would put a little smiley. She took the 
time and on each plate she wrote a different note. Sometimes she would have little 
jokes on them.  
 
One day she came to my car bringing my order, I said are you the person that writes 
these little notes on these to go plates. She says yes I am. I began to compliment her 
and honor her and I said you do not know how much difference you make. Now, 
instead of rushing to the food, I love to just look for your notes. I cannot wait to read 
your notes on these plates. I do not even look at the food. Your notes have brought 
me so much joy. You make my day so many times. I can imagine the countless 
number of customers who you have brightened their day. Notice what light does. 
Light always brightens wherever it is. So I said, you were brightening people’s days. 
People could be down and out and all of a sudden they get their order and you have 
written an encouraging word, a note, a joke and you are brightening people’s days.  
 
I began to compliment her and thank her for what she was doing. You know what 
she said to me? She said thank you so much. Nobody has ever told me that I was 
making a difference. She said nobody has ever mentioned that I was doing anything 
worthwhile. I took the time to compliment her-and so, learn to be appreciative to 
recognize people in all positions of life, people in different areas.  
 
We are so busy in life sometimes that we rush past people. People all around us are 
hurting. People are lost and all along, we were so busy being self-absorbed that we 
miss out on allowing the light to shine in a dark world.  Be cognizant as you go 
about your everyday life. Find people that you can praise, people that you can 
compliment. I like to look at people and compliment something about them, 
compliment what they have on. I like to make people feel special. I like to make 
people’s days. A small part of allowing your life to shine is simply making 
somebody’s day, brightening up somebody’s life. Begin to think, as you hurriedly go 
through life, how you can allow your light to shine forth. This is the light of Christ, 
the light of His love, the light of His grace, it is the light of His knowledge, it is the 
light of his relationship, it is the light of His joy that we shine wherever we go.  
 
I like something that mother Teresa said. She said, “How you treated other people 
is the most enduring impact you can have on earth.” Wherever we go people should 
be better off than before we got there. Wherever place we pass by that place should 
be better off after we have been there than before we got there. Every person we 
come into contact with should be better off since we passed by than before we came 
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along. You know you do not have to preach a sermon to people. It is simply allowing 
your light to shine through just a kind gesture, a kind word, a kind act, just a 
compliment. It can be just an appreciation, just a small consideration, just taking 
the time to let somebody know that you care. Let somebody know that they are 
valuable and that they are appreciated. Begin to look around your life and 
appreciate people.  
 
Notice the needs of hurting people. Jesus was always moved by hurting people. He 
understood that he was a light and he allowed his light to shine in a dark, dark 
world. There is something about light. God is light, and the Bible now says-“You are 
the light of the world.” Praise God! I am excited about being a part of God’s light to 
light a dark world that we live in. Every place is made better because we cross that 
path and we allow the light of God to shine thought our lives.  
 
I am out of time. Those of you who were watching or listening, I want you to go to 
AirJesus.com and you can listen to this message, absolutely free of charge, and you 
can e-mail to a friend, Light for a dark world. We thank you so much today for 
joining us brothers of the word because brother you need the word. Praise God. 
Begin to look around our life and just recognize whose day you can brighten, whose 
life can you make a little better, who can you appreciate. How can you let the light 
of God shine as you go about your everyday life. I am going to ask one of our pastors 
to come and close us up.  
 
Amen, amen! 
  
I hope as we listen to that message that we can think of situations and people 
where we can go and be a light in their world. Just a compliment, a word of 
encouragement and we truly leave this place and brighten someone’s life.  
 
That when we say, we have passed through this way that we have left the world a 
better place than what we found it in. Truly that was an extremely profound 
message of just spreading light in a dark world. Even the scripture that God had 
spoken to read was about going to war against Sodom and Gomorrah. The dark 
cities of those days, and to bring light into the world is what we are called to do.  
 
We have to understand even the physics of light. Light is actually composed of all 
colors. It is not white. It is composed of all colors. When you take pure light and 
shine it through a prism, it breaks out into the rainbow of all colors. When you 
understand that we are all called to go out into the world and to shed light upon 
those who are darkness. 
 
Amen, amen and amen!  


