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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word!  
 
We are delighted to have you join us today, those of you who are joining us by 
television or those of you joining us at AirJesus.com. Welcome to today’s broadcast, 
and stay tuned to today’s message. Today I want to share, I guess, a proverbial 
question or an age-old question that has been asked from the beginning of time; 
through all the annals of history and the annals of time, a question that all of us in 
the deepest, most innermost parts of our beings ask at one time or another during 
the course of our lives.  
 
This question that I want to address today, I am not sure I can handle it or answer 
it; but I would just like to share some things about it. That question simply is, why 
do bad things happen to good people? … Why do bad things happen to good people?  
 
This question really rose up in my heart, this week especially, as I encountered a lot 
of good people going through bad things. It just jarred me one day as I contemplated 
and reflected upon life’s situations and life’s circumstances of many of God’s 
wonderful people. Even one of our own staff members here, Snapper Mack, emailed 
us last night and said, “I know God heals, but my sister just died.” Even though he 
was informing us of his sister’s death, I could hear the question mark in his tone, 
and what he was really saying was, “Why? Why do bad things happen to good 
people? I serve in the church, I serve in the ministry, I love God with all my heart. 
My sister loves God. She was listening to God’s Word, trying to do right; yet she 
died. So, one situation after another. 
 
I made some hospital visits this week to some of our members. I walked in the room 
of one member. Her leg had been amputated. She loves God, loves Jesus; but yet 
lying between life and death, complication after complication. I spoke with another 
one of our church members, husband just had an aneurism. I visited a good friend of 
mine and I sat with him, spent the entire day with him. He was diagnosed with a 
dreadful condition that threatens his life. He has been dealing with it two or three 
years, and I sat with him almost in disdain, almost in unbelief, wondering why 
would something happen like this to someone so young, someone so full of purpose 
and promise, someone so full of hope, someone with a young family, someone with a 
destiny fulfilled in his 30s. Why would something like this happen, such a setback, 
interruption in life? Somebody who loves God, serves God with all of his might as 
long as I have known him; but yet with a dreadful condition upon his body and in 
his life. 
 
So after dealing with all of these situations, one day I was driving, and that 
question leapt into my heart:  Why do bad things happen to good people? Why do 
bad things happen to good people? 
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Open your Bibles, if you will. I would like to just share one verse where Solomon, 
the son of David, had a glimpse of this, as many writers in the Bible had a glimpse 
of this very same proverbial question, this age-old question. I don’t care who you 
are, I don’t care what religion you are, I don’t care what time span, this question 
has been asked through all of history:  why do bad things happen to good people?  
 
It’s hard. It’s hard to fathom and understand and comprehend it, and I am not 
saying I have the answer or the answers to that question; but it certainly is a 
question that probed my heart, probed my own thinking, probed my own 
spirituality, probed my own relationship with God, probed my own knowledge of the 
Scriptures, probed my own experience in life and in the earth; made me reflect 
about why sometimes some people are protected, sometimes some people are not. 
 
I recalled very vividly my brother, James, one of his young boys was almost killed 
by a van as he ran out into the street, and the van literally stopped just inches away 
from him. In fact, he was so close, the driver of the van thought he hit him and 
jumped out in horror, only to discover by God’s protection and grace that he was 
unharmed and untouched. But yet I know other family members; in fact, I’m the 
godfather of a family who lost a little boy the same way, was hit by a car at school, 
killed instantly. 
 
We have these questions, “God, why was one spared and why was one taken where 
both families love God, both families serve You?” These are proverbial questions 
that arise in the heart of man. There’s something in our innermost being that 
searches; it wonders for an answer to this question about life. Why do bad things 
happen to good people? 
 
I even recall reading a story about a woman, and she recalled the account of her 
husband, her son and her pastor returning home from a trip; it was a motorcycle 
trip that the church sponsored, and they were returning home from this motorcycle 
trip. Her son was out front. He had dozed off as he was riding his motorcycle, went 
into the other lane, immediately hit and killed by 18-wheeler, after which the truck 
also hit and killed her husband and her pastor. All in one setting from a church trip, 
the pastor, a man who loves God, her husband who loves God, her son who loves 
God, why do bad things happen to good people? 
 
I’m thinking of a situation where someone I know who I don’t know anyone more 
upstanding, something terrible happened in their life; and I’m recalling one of my 
close friends and relatives came to me, because they were so perplexed how 
something so devastating could happen to this person who was so upright, and they 
asked me why, why would something like this happen to the person like that. 
 
I can even imagine our very own; she is here with us today, Miss Fanny Cameron, 
just out a week ago or so delivering blankets to the homeless; yet she fell and broke 
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her own wrist. You would have to ask the question, why would something bad 
happen to somebody doing good? 
 
I think of my mother. My mother has told us often she was on her way delivering a 
bag of groceries to a woman who was in need, a woman who was almost destitute, 
and my mother was doing a good deed, had bought her groceries and was taking 
them to her. On the way, my mother got a ticket from the police. It literally broke 
my mother’s heart and she was almost in tears as she cried out to God, “Why? You 
know I’m trying to do good. Why would You let this penalty be upon me when I’m 
trying to do good?” Why do good things happen -- and I’m reversing the question -- 
why do good things happen to bad people, and why do bad things happen to good 
people? 
 
Well, I had you opening your Bible to Ecclesiastes. The writer here, Solomon, is 
called the preacher. He noticed this phenomenon in life and he really writes 
Ecclesiastes as one of the books of life. He is the wisest man that ever lived; and so 
if anybody has analyzed life, he has. The wisest man that ever lived, he really posed 
the question, what is life? He tried to make sense out of life; life didn’t make any 
sense to him. He looked at every facet of life and he couldn’t make any sense out of 
life, and he finally summed it up by saying the whole sum of the matter is to fear 
God and keep His Commandments. 
 
But even Solomon, as he searches this proverbial question, notices this and makes 
the question; he asks the question or notices the question in life himself. He 
mentions it here in Ecclesiastes, Chapter 7 and Verse 15. Notice what he says:  “All 
things have I seen in the days of my vanity: there is a just man that perishes in his 
righteousness, and there is a wicked man that prolongeth his life in wickedness.” 
Solomon was trying to understand this because life as he knew had made a switch, 
because the Bible teaches that righteousness prolongs life and wickedness cuts it 
short. In other words, good things happen to good people, and bad things happen to 
bad people. But Solomon here notices and says, “There was a man in righteousness 
and his life perishes, and a man that’s wicked and his life is prolonged!” He said, 
“I’ve noticed in life that there are some bad things that happen to good people, and 
there are some good things that happen to bad people!” 
 
It was a proverbial question, scratching at his soul. Wise as he was, he had to 
reckon with that. He tried to make some sense out of that; he looked at it, he 
thought about it and he gave his opinion, he gave his outlook, he gave whatever he 
could muster about that subject. 
 
Well, why do bad things happen to good people? One thing the Lord dropped into 
my heart was that when you’re doing good, bad things happen to discourage you. 
The enemy brings bad things when we are doing good to discourage us in our 
wellbeing, in our well-doing. That’s why the Bible says in Galatians Chapter 6 and 
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Verse 9:  “Don’t be weary in well-doing.” In other words, when bad things are 
thrown at you when you’re doing good, don’t get weary. Fanny, don’t get weary 
taking care of the homeless, just because you fell and broke your wrist. In other 
words, when you’re trying to do good, it seems like not only is there no reward; but 
seems like bad stuff is happening to you. Don’t get weary, the Bible says, because it 
knows this proverbial question itself. 
 
The Apostle Paul knows, he had seen some bad things happening to good people 
while they were doing well. So he says, “Don’t get weary, because we know the 
enemy brings bad things into our lives to discourage us when we’re doing what’s 
right, when we’re doing what’s good, when we’re doing what is right and well! So 
don’t get weary in well-doing. Don’t get weary. Don’t get weary in your well-doing. 
 
As I sat with my friend the other day, I sat with him the entire day. When I sat 
with him, I guess I felt like I was in Job’s home and I felt like one of the friends who 
came to visit Job. When Job went through the state where he lost everything in life 
but his own life, when he lost everything -- his health, he lost his kids, just lost his 
wealth, he lost everything -- his friends came and sat with him. The Bible says that 
the situation was so bleak that his three friends sat there in silence for seven days! 
They couldn’t even say anything. Job looked so bad, the Bible says he sat there with 
a potsherd scraping the scales from his skin, because he was so tormented in his 
flesh. Here is the wealthiest man in the East brought to the lowest man in the East 
almost overnight, and his three friends sat there in silence as they were trying to 
ponder and figure out, “Why on Earth did this happen to Job? 
 
I felt like one of those three friends as I sat with my friend the other day, because 
my friend’s upright, Job was upright; my friend has done nothing wrong, Job had 
done nothing wrong. The Bible says, Job was “upright and perfect” … “upright and 
perfect”. So that dismisses the argument that some people have that you’re having 
problems because you’re in sin. The Bible says Job was upright and perfect, he 
wasn’t in sin. What Job was caught up in, he was caught up in something that was 
taking place out of this world. He didn’t even know it. He didn’t know that he was a 
part of something taking place out of this world, and yet his three friends had to 
disdain him, to accuse him of being in sin. They thought it was sin that brought the 
bad things into his life. 
 
As I sat with my friend, he thought it was something he had done or had not done, 
and we went over it and over it; and I’m saying, “Man, it’s not just sin, because 
we’ve all sinned. Who among us is without sin? It’s not just sin.” 
 
However, there are times when you are living in disobedience. There are times God 
needs to get your attention. He needs to cause you  to change your course in order to 
save your life. So there are times where God will reach out and smack you over the 
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head, because there are times where He is trying to save you and change you and 
get you out of sin, out of a destructive life. 
 
There are times where He is trying to get your attention or move you out of your 
own self-righteousness and your own self-sufficiency to know that there is a God 
that you’ve got to depend on. There is a God that you need to honor. There is a God 
who is your all in all. And sometimes God can only get that point across because 
sometimes people are so off-track, He has to do something drastic. He has to do 
something drastic to get their attention, but that’s not always the case. 
 
That wasn’t Job’s case. Job was upright and perfect. Job was without sin, and that’s 
why it was so baffling to Job himself. He was sitting there saying, “My God, my 
God, what have I done?” He couldn’t put his finger on anything, because he was 
upright; he was perfect before God, and this was a perplexing question. Why do bad 
things happen to good people? 
 
With this question, as Solomon put it, life does a crisscross, where good things are 
happening to bad people and bad things are happening to good people. So Solomon 
says it’s like a crisscross, where life has crisscrossed us. 
 
That’s why Robert Schuller said, “Life isn’t fair! It’s not fair, because some people 
are dealt blows they didn’t deserve and some people are dealt blessings they didn’t 
deserve. So life has crisscrossed us!” So Robert Schuller, even in his thinking, he 
said, “Life isn’t fair!  Sometimes life will cross you up! It will cross you up! Life will 
crisscross you. Good things will happen to bad people, and bad things will happen to 
good people for no apparent reason, and life will crisscross you! Life isn’t fair,” he 
says. “Life doesn’t play by fair rules. Life is not a fair game!” But then he said, “But 
God is good. Life isn’t fair, but God is good. Life isn’t fair, but God is good. That’s a 
key that you’ve got to remember in this little teaching here:  life isn’t fair, but God 
is good. 
 
One thing you’ve got to know, you’ve always got to know that God is always out for 
your good. Jesus said, “I am come, that they might have life and that they might 
have it more abundantly.” He went about doing good. God is always out for your 
good. God is never out for your destruction; God is always ultimately out for your 
goodness. 
 
So here is a key that when bad things happen to good people, one thing that 
commonly happens, we tend to blame God, get angry at God, and God becomes an 
enemy. Never allow God to become an enemy! Never allow God to become an enemy! 
When bad things happen to good people, never allow God to become an enemy! God 
is not your enemy; God is on your side! God is always on your side! He is always on 
your side! He is always on your side. 
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It’s like the little boy whose father was a volunteer fireman, and the little boy asked 
his father, after observing so many burnings and these buildings catching on fire 
and so many fires,  ‘Why is this little red truck going around starting all these 
fires?” 
 
That’s the way we do God, because God is always on the scene. The Bible says that 
He is help in a time of trouble; and because God is always there, we blame Him, we 
think He is the one starting it and He is the one doing it and He is the one at fault. 
No, God is never your enemy. God is never your enemy. God is never your enemy; 
God is never your enemy. 
 
I'm actually jumping ahead of myself. I'm jumping into next week, because I am 
going to have to teach on this for a couple of weeks, maybe two to three weeks at 
least. Today I just wanted to lay some of the groundwork. I just wanted to grab your 
senses, I wanted to make you aware that it is a proverbial question why bad things 
happen to good people. 
 
There are some answers. I don’t have all the answers; I do have some of the 
answers, and I am more than happy to share with you what I’ve got. Amen. It’s 
something that I ask myself when I see such things. 
 
Thinking of the neighborhood we grew up in, one of our neighbors, an older coupler 
on their way to Sunday School, were killed in a car accident. I’m saying, “God, of all 
places, they were on their way to Sunday School. They weren’t out going to hurt 
anybody. Why do bad things happen to good people? Why do bad things happen to 
good people?” 
 
So we’ll pick up and dig into this proverbial, age-old question from the beginning of 
time, something that scratches down on the inside of all of us when we see good 
people suffer. When we see good people hurt and dealt an unfair hand in life, this 
question arises. 
 
I’m out of time. Those of you who are watching or listening, I want you to go to 
AirJesus.com, and you can listen to this message, Message No. 7360, “Why Do Bad 
Things Happen to Good People?” You can also email it to a friend absolutely free of 
charge. 
 
Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, 
you need the Word. 
 
Praise God. Well, tonight is Part 1 of “Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People?” 
I was actually going to teach something else, and the Spirit of God woke me again 
with this. After He showed it to me the first time, I tried to ignore it and push it 
away. I was like, “God, that’s too difficult a subject. I don’t quite understand it 
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myself. I don’t want to fool with that.” I said, “Normally, Pastor Nathaniel deals 
with these tough questions.” I said, “Lord, I don't know anything about that.” So I 
had pushed it aside, and I had two or three other subjects that I was going to teach; 
but when I awoke this morning the Lord laid it back on my heart and He began to 
lay it out and show me exactly what to say. So I said, “All right, God, I’ll go with it, 
then.” Why do bad things happen to good people? 
 
Be here for the next couple of sessions, and we’ll lay some things out, give you some 
understanding and be a little bit better as we ourselves encounter difficult 
situations. None of us are immune to it. We lost a brother ourselves at the age of 38 
in the prime of his life. We didn’t understand it at the time, and we still don’t 
understand it all. So nobody is immune. It happens to the best of us. It happens to 
the worst of us. Why do bad things happen to good people? 


