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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! 
 
We welcome all of you who are joining us by television or those of you joining us at 
AirJesus.com; stay tuned to today’s message. Today we are dealing with Part 2 of a 
proverbial question that has been asked since the beginning of time, a question that 
scratches at the heart of man. It is a question that’s age-old; it’s really a timeless 
question. All eternity is in this question, and the question simply is:  “Why do bad 
things happen to good people?” So we are dealing with Part 2 of this three-part 
series, “Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People?” 
 
After we introduced this subject last week, I had several members share with me 
the fact that they were just asking this question themselves right at the same time 
that I was starting this series due to certain events or circumstances unfolding in 
their lives. One member in particular came up to me, and it was actually Brother 
Marcus. Brother Marcus was sharing with me how this pivotal question echoed in 
his own family years ago during the transition and the death of his grandmother. 
He told me the circumstances around his grandmother’s death; he said that one day 
she was out with her husband and their Pastor, and they were out serving 
communion to the sick and the shut-ins. He said while they were out, my 
grandmother had a massive heart attack and died. 
 
He said this thing perplexed the whole family. Nobody could understand why, while 
out doing God’s will, doing the most sanctimonious of ministry, serving communion 
to the sick and the shut-ins, showing compassion to those who were sick; yet, she 
died in the midst of doing good of a heart attack. Marcus said that this question 
riveted through their family, and he said, “Even the unbelievers in the family were 
wrestling with, Why would something like this happen to such a good woman doing 
so much good?” 
 
We have all been faced with this question at one time or another in our lives or 
dealing with somebody that we know. This question is something that scratched on 
my heart last week, and I just simply obeyed God and began to look into the 
question. 
 
I told my wife about the question; I said, “Honey, I really feel God dropping this in 
my heart for me to share a little bit on why do bad things happen to good people.” 
My wife said, “No, don’t touch that.” She said, “That’s an age-old question, nobody 
can answer that question. I wouldn’t fool with that.” Anyway, I said, “Well, I really 
feel God has given me some things to share and I just feel led to do it, and so I am 
going to go ahead and do it.” 
 
Last week, I happened to be talking to one of my brothers, Bishop Dale, and I was 
sharing with Bishop Dale about someone that he knew who was having a real hard 
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time, a real bad condition that they had been diagnosed with, and how it had 
ravaged their lives and their family. I was sharing it with him, because I knew he 
knew the individual, and this was Bishop Dale’s response to me; and keep in mind, 
he didn’t even know I was teaching on this. But this was his response to me last 
week after he heard the tragic disease that this person was dealing with. He said 
this to me, he said, “Why couldn’t that happen to a drug dealer or to a criminal or to 
a gang-banger or to a rapist?” He said, “Why is something like that happening to 
somebody so good?” Even Bishop was riveted himself with the question scratching 
in his own heart and mind. Why do bad things happen to good people? Why do bad 
things happen to good people? 
 
I’ve listened to Kenneth Copeland quite a bit throughout the years, and I heard him 
on one occasion sharing about his own family. Everybody in his family is in the 
ministry: his wife is in the ministry, his daughters are in the ministry, his sons-in-
law are in the ministry. The whole Copeland family are just all in the ministry. He 
was sharing, I have heard him share this on several occasions, that one of his nieces 
one night on the way home from dinner was tragically killed in a car accident by a 
drunk driver. He said his niece loved God, as the whole family does. The niece 
served God. The niece was in college, probably 19 or 20 years old. He said she loved 
God so much that she even spent her summer months as a missionary to foreign 
lands, sharing the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
When she was killed, tragically and suddenly, this question even scratched at the 
heart of the Copeland family, strong in ministry, strong in God; but even yet they 
had to wrestle with this. Kenneth said that he was sometimes furious that a demon 
had run over his little missionary; he called his niece his little missionary. A demon 
had run her down and killed her. 
 
I think about this question in so many incidents in the lives of people that I know, 
people that I am familiar with and even in my own circle of family and friends. This 
question scratches at our hearts. There’s something eternal in the question, 
something that is outside of man. When we ask this question, when events unfold 
for which there is no human explanation, there is no knowledge this side of Heaven 
that can possibly explain certain events. 
 
Remember, we shared in Ecclesiastes -- you don’t have to turn there -- but in 
Ecclesiastes, Chapter 7, Verse 15, the writer himself noticed this contradiction in 
life and he noticed that when righteous people perish in their righteousness and bad 
people prolong their lives and their wickedness. He noticed this switching where life 
switches and crisscrosses, where bad things happen to good people and good things 
happen to bad people, and he acknowledges this as a fact of life, that he had noticed 
this part of life is simply that:  it is a part of life. 
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I just want to tell you that we live in a fallen world. We live in a fallen world, and 
good people are not always rewarded, and bad people are not always punished. 
Innocent people do suffer, and guilty people do prosper. This is one of those sections 
of life that’s really hard to explain; but it’s a part of life, that is life. It is a part of 
life, and sometimes when life contradicts itself and crisscrosses on us, when bad 
things happen to good people, it’s a part of life. 
 
Life happens to all of us. Life makes no distinction on who is good and who is not. 
Life happens to all of us. All things come alike to all. All things come alike to all. 
 
Where the Bible talks about trials and temptations that we have, the writer 
mentions -- and I believe this is in I Corinthians -- that there are trials that are 
common to man, meaning that there are some things that we have to deal with that 
are common to man; I don’t care who you are, how good or how bad, there are trials 
in this life that are common to man. It happens to all of us, the very best of us and 
the very least of us. So there are times when life crisscrosses on us, throws us a 
curve and life is not fair. 
 
From reading the account of Job, here is the pivotal question, really, I believe, in 
this subject matter that we are asked. The lesson we are taught in the Book of Job 
is this and we were asked this question. The question is:  “Will you love God, even if 
life crisscrosses you, even if you are dealt an unfair hand or an unfair blow in life? 
Will you still love God if something bad happens to you, even though you are good? 
 
This is the riveting question, the life lesson that we learn from the Book of Job -- 
will you still love God? -- because Job was in a situation where he didn’t sin. There 
was no sin, he was perfect and upright; yet life crisscrossed on him, bad things 
happened. He lost his children, he lost his wealth, he lost his health, he lost all 
sanctity of life itself. Life crisscrossed on him! When life had been so good, he was 
the wealthiest man in the East, highly respected; he had his family together, 
enjoyed his children, enjoyed his wealth. And yet one day servant after servant 
came to him and interrupted him, and while one servant was saying, “Job, we just 
lost all of your wheat crops,” another servant interrupted and said, “Job, we just lost 
all of your barley crops,” and another servant interrupted and said, “Job, we just 
lost all of your property. Job, somebody just stole all of your cattle,” and while he 
was giving a report somebody else interrupted and said, “Job, a storm just hit your 
kids’ house, and all your children are dead,” and while somebody was talking, they 
continually interrupted him with situations where life had crisscrossed on him. He 
was dealt bad, even though he was good. 
 
So this riveting question we get from the Book of Job is, will you still love God, even 
if life crisscrosses on you? Even if you are dealt an unfair hand or a unfair blow, will 
you still love God? He teaches us something here that we don’t serve God and love 
God and trust God just because everything is perfect, just because we are well and 
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blessed and just because everything is going right in life. No, Job teaches us that 
even in calamity, we love Him; even in mishap, we love Him; even in loss, we love 
Him; even in death and disease, we love Him; even in misfortune and suffering, we 
love Him. Job put it this way; he said, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.” He 
teaches us that even if we are dealt an unfair blow in life, we still love God. We still 
love God not just in the good times, not when we have our prayers answered, not 
when we are materially blessed and we have our health and family, not when 
everything is going so well and we are blessed and prosper. No. Even if we lose 
everything, we still love God. We still love God. Even if He slays us, we are still able 
to trust Him. 
 
Turn over to the Book of Romans, Chapter 8. I like Romans; the apostle Paul 
brought out this same sentiment. Romans, Chapter 8, he brings out the same 
sentiment here. Let’s read quickly Verses 35 through 39. Roman 8:35-39 says:  “Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, for Thy sake 
we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in 
all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. For I am 
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
Though He slay us, yet we will trust Him. That’s our conviction; that’s our love. Our 
love for God is not based on what’s happening to us, how good life is; our love for 
God is, “God, I love You and trust You if I’m stripped naked. If I’m stripped down to 
nothing, if I’m stricken with disease and there is no cure, God, I love You. I don’t 
care if my children have gone haywire, and I don’t care, Lord God, if life has just 
gone to Hell in a basket; God, I love You, and I’m not allowing anything …” this is 
what Job teaches us. This is what Job teaches us. 
 
My former pastor at the church we grew up in just recently lost his daughter, and 
his daughter was in her mid-30s, beautiful, talented young woman. She was 
actually an opera singer, beautiful voice, gifted, got degrees in music to teach music 
and so forth, loved music, loved opera; just a beautiful, melodious, talented, gifted 
young lady. She developed a terminal disease, and she died just a couple of years 
ago right in the prime of life. Her father, who was the pastor of my former church 
and my former pastor, he preached her eulogy. And in the middle of him preaching 
her eulogy, he addressed this question for those who might have had questions 
about what he was feeling. He addressed the question was he angry with God, 
because here he is, a servant of God for years; all he has ever done is preach. Pastor 
loved people, and yet his beautiful daughter was plucked out of life in the prime of 
her life. He answered right in the midst of preaching her eulogy, was he angry with 
God or upset with God, or would he turn away from God? 
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This was his response to answer all those who were wondering and even to answer 
the questions that might have been in his own mind. He said this:  “No”. He said, “I 
actually love God more.” He said, “I love God more now than I ever have in my life.”  
 
That answer, to me, spoke of a deep relationship with God that had anchored his 
soul. He was like Job, basically saying, “Though You slay me, yet will I trust You … 
though You slay me, yet will I trust You.” You never know when you yourself will 
have to stand like Job and answer that question of life for yourself:  why do bad 
things happen to good people? 
 
Some people would argue that bad things happen merely because of sin in a 
person’s life. But Jesus said something very interesting in John, Chapter 9 and 
Verses 1 and 2. You don’t have to take time to turn there. We’ve all had the 
association that bad things happen because we’re in sin, and that is true. There is a 
lot of truth to that. 
 
I can recall in my own life one occasion -- this was years ago -- I was coming home 
driving, and I kind of came to an abrupt stop to make a turn down my street where 
I lived, and the stop was so abrupt that the car behind me barely was able to stop; 
the car behind it, however, was unfortunately unable to stop and crashed into it. I 
went ahead and made my turn and acted as if I didn’t know or see or hear anything. 
I didn’t want to be inconvenienced or bothered. I felt like it was their problem if 
they didn’t stop. I was able to stop, and they should have been able to stop. I heard 
the collision, I heard the crash, and I kind of looked both ways and made sure 
nobody saw me and I drove off. I don’t want to say I left the scene of an accident, but 
that’s exactly what I did. Now, I hope I’m not liable for any charges now. I mean, 
this was years ago; so I hope there is some forgiveness in the law. 
 
But, anyway, I kind of left thinking, “That’s one less thing I’ve got to deal with.” I 
didn’t want to get involved with being a witness, and I probably was at fault in 
some kind of way. So I went on, I drove home. Not only did I drive on home, I went 
in and closed the garage to make made sure nobody could see my car. And I made 
sure my wife and I didn’t go back out that day, because I didn’t know if the police 
were scouting the area and were looking for a certain type of car. So we just 
conveniently stayed in and kept the garage closed. 
 
Now, I thought I got away with that. I drove out Monday morning smiling, thought 
I got away with it. But I want you to know on Tuesday, two days later, on Tuesday 
somebody smashed into my car. And when they smashed into my car, I said, “My 
God and my Lord.” I knew what God was saying. God was saying, “You thought you 
got away. No, you did wrong, Son, and you have to pay for that”. Because I didn’t 
acknowledge, because I didn’t repent, I was just like David; I had done wrong, 
thought I got away with it, thought nobody saw me, and two days later the 
retribution of what I had sown came back into my own, came back to roost at home.  
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So there is a lot of truth that bad things happen to good people because of sins, 
because of wrongdoing, because of disobedience. I’m living proof that that is true. So 
it is true that that happens. I realized that when we don’t confess and don’t change 
our ways that we are on a collision course if we’re living in sin. 
 
But here’s the part I began to see. Now, people would have looked at me from the 
outside and they would have said, “Why was Pastor C. Elijah’s car crashed? Why 
was his car crashed? He is a good guy; he is a good man; he preaches, he loves God.”  
 
But what you would not have seen, you would not have seen me fleeing from the 
scene of an accident that I caused and hiding from the authorities. So you all didn’t 
see that part! You would have just seen the collision that happened to me, and you 
would have been wondering, “Why such a good man?” Folks, I want to tell you, 
everybody you think is good is not as good as you think!  
 
I am out of time. I’m telling on myself, I’ve got to cut this off. I’m out of time today. I 
want you to go to AirJesus.com, and you can listen to this message, Message No. 
7361, “Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People?” You can email this message to 
a friend absolutely free of charge. 
 
We are certainly delighted you joined us today, and we want you to join us again for 
Brothers of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! 


