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Pastor Elijah: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother, you 
need the World. 
 
We are certainly delighted to have you join us today, those of you who are listening 
live at airjesus.com. or those joining us by television, stay tuned to today’s message. 
Today we are culminating a three part series, so this is part three. In this series, we 
are answering proverbial question, an age old question. The question is simply, why 
do bad things happen to good people? Why do bad things happen to good people, so 
thank you for tuning in and joining us today. I want to give you really about eight 
reasons that were kind of dropped into my heart, and I want to share with you 
about eight things why I believe  bad things happen to good people. 
 

1.  I believe sometimes we absolutely don’t know, I think that is the legitimate 
answer. Sometimes we absolutely don’t know why certain things happen to 
certain people. The Bible says in Deuteronomy 29:29, it says that the secrets 
things belong to God. The things that are revealed belong to us and so certain 
things are Gods secrets. He knows and we do not always know. It is for Him 
is to know there reasons why we don’t know over and you don’t have to turn 
that but in the book of Romans 11: 33, the apostle Paul, he makes the 
declaration he thinks about these and he says, Oh God the depths of the 
riches of Your knowledge and Your wisdom. He says, how unsearchable are 
Your judgments, and he says and Your ways past finding out. So, the apostle 
Paul realized that there are some things we do not know. God is smarter than 
we are. He knows so much more, He is wiser that we are, and there are some 
things that God chooses not to reveal to us at certain times, because He 
knows best and there are certain answers, there are certain things we will 
not have answers for on this side of heaven.  

 
When God showed up in the book of Job, answer Job, it is interesting to note 
that He never explained to Job why he was suffering. He never told Job why, 
and there are some things God simply does not explain to us and at the 
particular time, He really knows best, He knows that it is not in your best 
interested know. So, that is number one in simply some times we don’t know. 
So, we do not have to be all spiritual and trying to figure everything out, 
some bad things happen to good people and honestly, I don’t know why. That 
is number one. 
 

2. Sometimes, it is sin or disobedience as we have covered in the last two 
sessions. Sometimes a sin or disobedience in God is simply getting your 
attention.  Sometimes you can look at the person and they may look good but 
there is hidden sin. We can’t seethe heart of a person; neither can we see the 
whole picture. So, a person may look good publicly but privately, they could 
be living in rebellion and sin and all type of foolishness that God knows and 
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He judges accordingly. So, everybody that looks good is not good; and so, 
sometimes it is sin, it is disobedience if you look at the life of David when he 
went through the judgment that came upon his life. People would have said, 
why is this happening to such a good king. Here is a king after the heart of 
God; here is a king who is God’s anointing his own. He is the greatest king 
that has ever lived, why does this have? They wouldn’t have known that he 
had taken a man wife and had the man killed.  

 
So God knows certain things that we don’t know so sometimes bad things 
happen to good people because there is hidden sin, rebellion and disobedience 
and so forth.  
 

3. In this question of why bad things happen to good people? Sometimes it is 
just a test, sometimes is just a test. The Bible teaches that we are tested and 
we are tested to reveal our faith or our lack of faith. To reveal our character 
we are tested to develop us, to mature us, we are tested so that we can have 
fortitude, so that we can grow. You can’t grow spiritually if you never have 
any resistance. So, there has to be some resistance for you to press against for 
you to use your spiritual muscles and for them to grow and for you to become 
stronger. So, just as a part of natural maturity and development, there needs 
to be some troubling of the water so that you can use all the Bible studies 
that you have been through and the fact that you been in church for 40 years, 
and you have got to be able to use that sometime.  What good is all that if you 
never get an opportunity to use it? Think of a  football team just waiting to 
practice every day of the week and never had a game. 

 
So, sometimes bad things happen just to put you on the playing field. So, you 
can say it is game time now. I’ve been practicing this, I have been going over 
this for years, I am ready for this, I can’t wait to get on the field. Sometimes, 
bad things happen to good people because it is simply a test.  It is the game, 
it is time now for you to utilize your training, utilize everything you have 
been taught and put it into practice. The Bible teaches was that very 
explicitly. It talks about the trial of our faith, being more precious than gold 
and to count in all  joy  when you fall into a different test because some 
things are working, some things you are putting into work. You get an 
opportunity to exercise and get it into the game. Turn to the other person and 
say sometimes we have to get in the game. You cannot sit on the sidelines all 
day just wondering what it is like.  You know sometimes, God puts you in the 
game.  
 

4. Why do bad things happen to good people? Sometimes is just life. Sometimes 
is just life and what happens to us, we cannot control it.  It is merely a part of 
life. Life happens to all of us and I don’t care who you are, what position 
you’re in, I don’t care how good you are, life happens. Turn to your neighbor 
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and say life happens.  Now the world has a different phrase for that. Now, 
but here is God’s prospective.  When life happens to you, God’s prospective is 
focused on the attitude of the sufferer. How will you respond when life 
happens to you? How will you respond when life happens to you and so it is 
our attitude when life happens, when things that we can’t control out of our 
control just shows up and happens and now is not a matter of wondering why 
this happened but now is wondering. The question now is how will you 
respond to life’s attack against you? What is your response?  Was it your 
fault? You didn’t do anything to cause it. Life has happened to you, what will 
be your response? That is number four and sometimes is just life. 

 
I read about an interesting man by the name of Horacio Spafford. He lived 
back in the 1800’s and his wife and four daughters were sailing across the 
Atlantic Ocean on a ship, cruise liner. They were in a terrible collision with 
another ship, 200 people lost their lives.  This man’s wife sent him a 
telegraph to let him know that his four daughters were killed in this collision. 
Horicio Spafford, he got on the ship heading across the Atlantic Ocean and as 
they reached the midpoint on the journey, the captain pointed out to him the 
very spot that he believed his daughters were killed. As Horicio Spafford 
stared at the rolling waves; the very spot where his daughters met their 
demise, that night, he wrote these words. When peace like a river attendeth 
my way, when sorrows like sea bellows role, whatever my lot, you have 
thought me to say it is well, it is well with my soul. That is one of the most 
famous Christian hymns and he wrote it in response to the greatest tragedy 
the he endured in his life. So life will happen to you. The question is how will 
you respond? Will you be able to say it is well, it is well. There are certain 
times and certain things that happen that you just have to put it in the hands 
of God. You have got to know that this was beyond you. You have got to know 
that you had nothing to do with this. This is beyond you and you got to know 
like Horicio Spafford. It is well, it is well with my soul. When life’s troubles 
come rolling in like the billows of waves as he stared at the waves, and he 
said it is well. It is well with my soul. That was his response to a tragedy in 
life. So, life happens to all of us, what will be your response? 
 
Here is something I noticed to about when bad things happen to good people. 
There were three storms in the Bible, three storms in the Bible. You all have 
heard of three men and a baby? A movie that was popular.  Three men and a 
baby. This is three men and a boat. Three men and a boat. There were three 
storms in the Bible, first was Jonah , the first one was Jonah. Now the storm 
arose while Jonah was in a boat on the sea because of his disobedience so this 
storm came in his life because of disobedience. Now, the second storm was 
Jesus and his disciples. They were on a boat. But notice how God used this 
storm. This storm was a test to reveal their fear. It show their weakness of 
faith, and it showed God’s ability to control the storm. It showed that you can 
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have peace in the middle of the storm. Now, notice both of those were storms 
but they had two separate purposes. 
 
The third, man on a boat was the apostle Paul, over in the book of Acts. The 
apostle Paul was in a storm and here is what happened to Paul, there was no 
reason. There was no reason it happen to Paul. Life just happened. It just 
happened for no reason at all, and all Paul had, he had a Word from God to 
say that you will go through this and come out of it unharmed.  No man will 
lose his life. So, there are three storms but look at the purposes of God, one 
man was in disobedience and so, the storm was there to bring judgment to 
cause him to repent. 
 
Another storm was there to reveal faith and weakness of faith, and fear, and 
to test and to show God’s ability to control storms and to have peace in the 
middle of storms. The third storm was for no reason at all, just to say life has 
happened to you, but I want to give you a word of surety, you will make it 
through it and you will come out unharmed, three different storms with three 
different messages of when bad things happen to good people.  
 
5. Sometimes bad things happen to good people and the reason it 
happens is for other people. Sometimes something bad happen in your life to 
end up being a blessing in the lives of other people. The apostle Paul said in 
Philippians 1:12, he said these things have happened to me for the 
furtherance of the gospel. He understood bad things were happening.  He was 
in jail. He said, I understand now that I am in jail and all of these 
persecutions and accusations have come against me for the furtherance of the 
gospel. During his persecution and imprisonment, the apostle Paul was 
sharing the gospel with all the prisoners. He turned the jail cell into a Bible 
meeting. He went all through Rome’s house,  all through Caesar’s house. He 
was spreading the gospel, people who had never heard the gospel because he 
was in prison. They had the living gospel and Paul recognized that this 
happened to him for the furtherance of the gospel. 
 
For the furtherer of the gospel. Sometimes bad thing was happen to you in 
order to bless other people. You will notice that people who do the most for 
certain causes, the reason they are doing so much for those causes is because 
they have had a tragedy in their own life in that area. We have members here 
that came to me recently and they said pastor we want you to support us. We 
are doing the counsel walk and we going to walk for three days for 
counseling. We are raising thousands of dollars for counseling. They were on 
the battlefield against cancer. I said, tell me your story. I found out both had 
lost close relatives. They lost their mothers to cancer and because of that, 
they were on the forefront of the battle against cancer. So, they were blessing 
multitudes of other people and raising money and doing all of this because 

 



 - 6 -

something had happened in their own life, and they have turned it now to be 
a blessing for other people. So sometimes God will cause things to happen for 
other people. Remember the man that was born blind in John 9:1-2 and the 
disciple said who sinned? This man or his parents? Jesus said, neither but 
that glory of God might be revealed in his life. There is something God wants 
to use him for. God wants to demonstrate something in his life. Gods wants to 
show himself strong through him and so that is why he was born blind for the 
glory of God. It had nothing to do with him, but the fact that God wanted to 
use him as an instrument to bless other people. 
 
Sometimes it is for other people. Sometimes it is for other people. I remember 
watching a gentleman’s speech and he was a gentleman who was born 
without arms and he said, he questioned God, he is like God I know you did 
not make a mistake. Why did you make me without arms? He finally gave up 
on his question and he is over all right God; he said I know you got a purpose 
for it. Go ahead and use my life, I can’t explain it. I don’t know why it 
happened to me but I trust you, I love you and I know there is a reason I am 
born without arms. 
 
This man went ahead to get his Masters Degree without arms, working on 
his Doctorate Degree without arms. He started his own business without 
arms, started with his own counseling practice without arms and he travels 
all over the country giving hope and this is the name of his message is, 
“Armed with Hope”. What his message is, if I can achieve everything I have 
achieved in my life without arms, how much more can you achieve and you 
have both of your arms and so he gives hope to people. People who feel like 
they cannot achieve, people who feel like giving up and he is there as picture 
of God’s power, a picture of God’s mercy, a picture of God’s grace. He was 
born, he tapped into his purpose to realize he was born without arms to be a 
signpost for God to say with God’s grace and with God’s mercy and with God’s 
power, there is nothing you cannot achieve. Armed with hope. Sometimes bad 
things happen to us for other people.  

 
6. Listen carefully to this one. Sometimes bad things happen to good people 

because of neglect, ignorance, lack of judgment, violation of natural law, poor 
choices, bad habits, and sowing bad seeds, not following natural wisdom. I 
know several people who died prematurely because they had lung cancer. 
How do you think they got lung cancer? From smoking. You see that bad 
happen to someone good was merely a result of them making bad choices 
having bad habits, violating natural law. Even the Bible speaks of a man who 
was working for the church and working for God and nearly fail dead because 
he failed to take care of his body. He failed to get proper rest, and so 
sometimes people fall out with heart attacks and strokes and all of these 
diseases simply because of ignorance, because a lack of making good choices 
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or making bad choices. Sometimes they have neglected certain natural 
things, physical things. They violated natural wisdom, natural laws and they 
have made poor choices and they have had a lack of judgment and those bad 
seeds have simply come up as a harvest in their lives and they have caused 
there own bad things to happen into their own lives. 

 
So sometimes bad things happen to a good people because they were stupid. I 
am serious. I had a teacher back in college. He was a brilliant man, brilliant. 
He was the science teacher and he stood up in our lecture, he held up a pack 
of cigarette, he said these things will kill you and then he took one out and lit 
it up and smoked it. He said it will kill you but I can’t help myself. I am 
hooked on them and he died early as a result because he made bad choices, 
he had bad habits and it killed him and so you don’t have to scratch your 
hand and say why did something but so bad happen to somebody so… He 
made a stupid choice and paid the price. 

 
So sometimes it is neglect, ignorance, lack of judgment, violation of natural 
law, poor choices, bad habits, sowing bad seeds and not following natural 
wisdom. People falling out with heart attacks but they are eating fast food 
everyday, you are making bad choices and you are simply reaping what you 
been sowing into your own body and it is nobody’s fault what but your own. 
You caused that. The church has to wake up and realize that. A lot of this 
staff we are having, we are causing it. We are making bad choices, bad 
decisions, we have bad habits, a lot of it is ignorance. The book of Hosea, God 
says, My people are distorted because of a lack of knowledge not because they 
have not received it, but because they rejected it.  

 
7. Sometimes bad things happen to good people because we set certain spiritual 

laws into motion. What I mean by that is, through our words, through our 
thoughts, through our beliefs, through our fears, and when something bad 
happens, we have simply become a self fulfilling prophecy. I know yahoo said, 
I will never live to be 40 years old, and guess what he died at 39. He set that 
law into motion with his own thoughts, words, beliefs and he fulfilled his own 
personal prophesy. 

 
8. My final point, sometimes bad things happen to good people because there is 

an adversary against you, his name is the devil. You have got to use the blood 
of Jesus and the Word of God, and you got to use the spirit of God in Psalm 
91 and stand for your own protection. I am out of time, I want to you to go to 
airjesus.com and you can listen to this message, message number 7362, 
absolutely free of charging and you can email it your friend. 

 
Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because brother, 
you need the Word. 
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Praise God, this was our culmination, our final part of why bad things happen to 
good people. I was kind of a rush for time at the end so I did not really get a chance 
to get into number seven and number eight  like I would have liked to have done. 
But I believe you all get the point. You get the gist of it that there is an enemy 
against you. The Bible says that the devil like a roaring lion walks about seeking 
who he may devour. So, there is an enemy against you, who is trying to bad into 
your life and so we have to stand on the Word, we have to stand in Jesus’ name. 
You’ve got to plead the blood of Jesus over your life everyday and declare in God’s 
protection and get in the Psalms 91 and get into the Word and confess these things 
and believe these things and think these things over your life for God’s umbrella of 
protection. 

 


