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Pastor C. Elijah Bronner:  Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, 
because, Brother, you need the Word!  
 
Praise God. We certainly welcome all of you who are joining us by television, 
those of you joining us at AirJesus.com stay tuned to today’s message. I want 
to share a very interesting parable from the Book of Luke. You can actually 
open your Bibles up to the 16th Chapter of the Book of Luke.  
 
Luke Chapter 16, when you get there say, “Amen!” and we can actually read -
- we will read the first 10 or 12 Verses of Luke 16, and let’s read together in 
unison. 
 
Ready, read.  “And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich 
man, which had a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he had 
wasted his goods, And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear 
this of thee? give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer 
steward. Then the steward said within himself: What shall I do for my lord 
taketh away from me the stewardship? I cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed. I 
am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of the stewardship, they may 
receive me into their houses. 
 
So he called every one of his lord's debtors unto him, and said unto the first: 
How much owest thou unto my lord? And he said: An hundred measures of 
oil. And he said unto him: Take thy bill and sit down quickly and write fifty. 
Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And he said, An 
hundred measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write 
fourscore or eighty. 
 
And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for 
the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of 
light. And I say unto you: Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of 
unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting 
habitations.” And we can actually stop right there.  
 
I just want to entitle this “The Parable of the Unjust Steward” and I will tell 
you how I began to think about this and what prompted me to teach on this. 
 
I was having lunch a while ago with a good friend of mine, and he asked me 
about this parable, and he actually told me, he said that he meets regularly 
with a group of men from his Church and they discuss different lessons and 
different scriptures and he said, “This particular parable had just perplexed 
him and the group he meets with.” He said, “Nobody in the Church could 
answer the perplexing question or problem with this parable.”  
 



And then he turned to me knowing that I am in the ministry, he knew that I 
was a  Pastor, he said, “Can you tell me what this parable mean, because it is 
irking the life out of me.” He said, “I cannot understand why Jesus would 
commend an unjust man?” He said, “It doesn’t make sense,” he said, “What 
this man did…” He said, “What this steward did was wrong, it was unjust, it 
was low down, it was dirty”, and he said, “I cannot understand how Jesus 
could commence such action”.  
 
After I heard his question to me, I said to myself, “Man, you got me as I have 
no idea what that parable means.” And so some time went by, probably a 
couple of months, and we were at lunch again, and he proposed the same 
parable. He is an older gentleman, so I don’t know if he forgot that he had 
asked me before. But he asked me again a couple of months later, told me the 
same scenario, the same setup, how he meets up with the group and no one 
could understand what it means. So this time as I said, they are listening to 
his question about the parable for just a moment. I can't explain in that 
moment, in that instant I felt a divine inspiration, divine light come on like a 
light bulb and I begin to expound to him what I only could fathom this 
parable means. 
 
And when he heard it, it was like a light bulb went off in him. He said, “You 
know what, I believe you are exactly right.” He said, “You are the first one to 
crack the code on this.” He said, “My pastor didn’t know what it meant.” He 
said, “None of the men in the church knew what it meant.” He said, “You are 
the first one,” and I couldn’t take credit. I said, “Well, you know just a 
moment of inspiration came over me, and I just told you what I felt, what I 
received at that time.  
 
And so I want to share a little bit of that with you today, is that okay? In this 
particular parable Jesus uses an unjust man to teach us something. I thought 
about my father. My father has a unique ability to mingle with people from 
different races, different religions it didn’t matter, some times they will be 
completely opposite of him, his views and so forth, but my father had the 
uncanny ability to mingle with people of differences, different sects, different 
religions, different races, just different in life. But my father had the unique 
ability that he would always glean something good from them that he could 
apply and incorporate into his own life.  
 
I don’t care who it was or where he would always find something good. He 
has a kind of attitude where he would always be looking for the good and 
always looking to improve so he would always find something good about 
anybody that he had met or come in contact with, he would always find 
something good and he would always be looking to use whatever he found to 
incorporate and improve his own life. And so I said that to say Jesus used an 



unjust man to teach us something and I believe Jesus is saying you can learn 
something from everyone, if you are open with an attitude to find the good to 
find something that you can relate to your own life to even improve yourself, 
and I believe that you can learn something from everybody even from bad 
people, because even if it is nothing else you can learn what not to do.  
 
So we can learn something from everybody. I believe that there are good 
principles in everybody and in everything; there are always principles to be 
learnt and to be gleaned. Even the devil who is the lowest of the low that 
even the devil has a wonderful characteristics. He is persistent, he is wise, he 
is effective, I mean this stuff has been working a long time and still working. 
He is persuasive; I mean he is brilliant, he uses I mean genius things. And so 
you can learn from everybody, and that’s why Jesus even taught in other 
places about, He even use unjust people or persons, He also said, “Be wise as 
serpents.”  
 
Now serpents are always depicted as evil or bad, but the devil himself is 
depicted as a serpent in the Bible, and Jesus said, “Be wise as serpents.” In 
other words, there is something you can learn, there is something you can 
glean even from the worst of the worst. There are some principles there that 
are alive and present. Have you ever noticed that there are some ungodly 
people having tremendous success. There are ungodly people that are having 
-- they have very effective lives, they are doing something. Well, why is that? 
It’s because they are operating some laws and some principles that work 
regardless of who is using them. And so Jesus gives us this parable of this 
unjust steward to draw something out of his life even though he is unjust, 
even though he is fraudulent, even though he is underhanded, even though 
he is conniving, Jesus still uses him to draw out some principles to benefit us.  
 
“The Parable of the Unjust Steward.” Look at Verse 8, in Luke Chapter 16. 
Notice what it says there in Luke Chapter 16, Verse 8, it says:  “ And the lord 
commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely.”  
 
It doesn’t make any sense, why would he commend an unjust steward, and 
you go on reading you will find out why, “because he had done wisely: for the 
children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light.” 
Here is the key, this is what I saw as I sat there with my friend who asked 
me about this perplexing parable.  
 
Here is the light that came on for me. Jesus was not advocating his 
unjustments, Jesus was not advocating his dishonesty, Jesus was not 
advocating his fraudulent activity. What Jesus was advocating was his 
strategic thinking, his clever ideas, his resourcefulness, his forward thinking, 
his climbing ahead, his foresight and insight, his discerning the signs of the 



time, him being vigilant and sober, him being aware, looking around, 
knowing what time it is, discerning the season, him making provisions for his 
future, him willing to do something now that would pay off later. Him doing 
something now that would give him future options, him sowing in the present 
that he might harvest in the future, and these are the things that Jesus was 
advocating about this unjust, low down steward. 
 
Even though he was unjust and low down, he was brilliant, he was absolutely 
clever, he was ingenious, he was creative, he was a thinker, he was a planner, 
he had foresight, he looked ahead, he didn’t just live in his present life, he 
look ahead to the life ahead. Jesus is drawing all of these things out of this 
unjust steward. He is saying to us, be good stewards of what you have today 
because it will be the key to your success tomorrow. Be good steward of what 
you have today because it will be key to your success tomorrow.  
 
Let me ask you some questions. How are you spending your time? How are 
you investing your time right now? How are you investing your time in your 
life everyday right now? How are you investing your money right now? How 
are you taking care of your body right now? How are you investing in 
relationships right now? Here is the key, this man was using present 
opportunities for his future well-being, using the present to increase your 
potential for tomorrow. 
 
Isn't that a powerful key? He use his present to increase his potential for 
tomorrow. John Maxwell said this, he said “The greatest detriment to many 
people's success tomorrow is their thinking today.” Your success tomorrow is 
affected by your thinking today, and so this unjust steward he was unusual, 
he was uncanny in his ability to think ahead, to plan. He wasn’t thinking 
about just where he was at that moment, he was looking ahead to his future, 
He started doing things right then today to take care of tomorrow.  
 
What are you doing to take of your tomorrow? What are you doing to take 
care? Turn to your neighbor and say, what are you doing to take care of your 
tomorrow? How are you investing in your God given abilities and gifts and 
talents? How were you preparing for the future? How were you preparing for 
your kids, for your family, for yourself? What are you doing? What steps are 
you taking? What precise plan do you have for the future? What would 
happen if you got late off? What would happen if you lost your business, if 
you went out of business? What would happen if you got sick, and you aren’t 
able to work and earn income? What would happen if you became disabled? 
What would happen if you died right now? What condition would your family 
be in?  
 



See this is strategic thinking, this is strategic planning, and this was 
something Jesus Himself recognized in the unjust steward that here is the 
man who was thinking ahead and taking care of business. Here is the man, 
even though he was unjust, there is something in his thinking that’s 
powerful; there is something in his thinking that is from God. He was 
resourceful, he was creative, he was coming up with ideas, he was securing 
his future in his present, and that’s what Jesus wanted us to grasp from this 
parable. 
 
Don’t be satisfied where you are, don’t sit there without plan, don’t sit there 
without thinking, don’t sit there without ideas. You need to be resourceful; 
you need to create options for your future. What if things go wrong? What if 
something goes wrong? You got to have options; you got to create other 
options for yourself in the future. This is Jesus talking, Jesus is teaching this 
principles not me. Jesus is saying, you have to be a strategic thinker, a 
strategic thinker, and see that’s a problem with Christians. Christians don’t 
like to plan; Christians have no follow-up plans. Most Christians don’t even 
have $200 in the bank as a backup. 
 
I know because I deal with people coming and needing to borrow money, 
because something went wrong, they had no contingency plans, they had no 
fail-safe, they had nothing put away, they made no plans, they didn’t perceive 
disaster, they didn’t perceive losing a job or being cutback or income of 
somebody getting (Inaudible), they had no thoughts about the future. This 
was where Jesus was saying, if you want to be a wise steward, do what this 
unjust steward -- even though he is unjust, even though he is out of the 
world, and this is what is saying, he is saying, most people in the world they 
are smarter than the folks in the church, because the people in the world are 
even though they are ungodly they have savvy, they have savvy, they know 
how to plan, they know how to look for opportunities. They know how to 
create something for themselves. 
 
And so Jesus is saying, when are my people going to wake up? Wake up, He 
is trying to get our attention. He is saying, wake up, plan for your future, 
plan for your family, plan for yourself, do something, create some 
opportunities, have something on reserve have some fail-safe and your 
backup plan, do some thinking in other words. Christians don’t do enough 
strategic thinking. Get to a quiet place and think, set aside time everyday to 
think. You will be surprised what had happened when you get quiet, cut off 
that television box.  
 
You are not getting anything out of that television box. No, get somewhere 
quiet; you will be surprised how ideas will begin to come. There is no 
shortage of money; there is shortage of ideas, a shortage of ideas. Get 



somewhere and get quiet and think this unjust steward -- I guarantee you 
when he realized that his future was in jeopardy, he went to work, he went to 
work. Even though it was unjust in what he was doing. I love the way the 
Bible says this:  “The man he was working for has to give it to him.” He said 
man, even though that was lowdown, even though that was dirty, he said 
man, I got to give it to you. See that was a smart move on your part. His Lord 
commended Him that God he was ripping off, that God he was ripping off, 
commended him, he said man, I got to give it to you. You do some thinking, 
you really do, you (Inaudible) yourself, even though you rip me off, I got to 
give it to you. You are smart. And you know most con people are brilliant.            
 
We run across some great con artists in our lives, and man we are just 
saying, wow, they are brilliant. They can outthink anybody, they know all the 
laws, they know everything, they know how to make everything appear right. 
Con men are brilliant, because they think, they think. I have always said, 
what if you can take a con man and convert his thinking positively, man they 
would be awesome, they would be awesome, because they do some strategic 
thinking to con folks. You got to be good, and most con people are good. They 
are par excellent, they are par excellent and Christians are half-cocked. 
Christians are just half-cock, and this was what Jesus knew.  
 
Jesus said, “The children of the world are wiser than the children of light”. 
He says, it’s time for my people to wake up, get a little savvy about you, you 
need to plan, you need to sit down and have a plan. Do you have proper 
insurance? Do you have disability insurance? If you got hit by a car 
tomorrow, and couldn’t work, do you have disability insurance? What do you 
have? Do you have life insurance? What do you have? Do you have a trust 
fund setup for your kid’s education? What do you have if something happens?  
 
Make some plans for your future. Make some contingency plan, because even 
though this was Jesus, Jesus knows stuff happens in this life. Even though 
we are not negative thinkers, even though we are not looking for failures, 
folks we are in life, and the reality of in this life stuff happens. There are 
unexpected things that happen, things that you didn’t plan, things happen, 
and what Jesus is saying is, is be strategic, be creative, get your business in 
order.  
 
Some of you right now, you need to start a saving account, you don’t have 
anything, start something, start saving, if it’s just $0.50 a week, start 
something, start putting away. Folks, this man discerned the fines of the 
time. Notice, in the parable he was not fired at the time he did this, he saw 
what was coming. He said in the event that I am let go as steward, I better 
start doing something, he started looking around for options. 



Folks, you can look at the economy today, and you better realize, you better 
have more options for yourself, do something, invest, look for some deals, get 
around people that are shakers and movers, create some options, create 
relationships, this man was creating relationship. When I thought about this 
parable, I thought about Pastor Nathaniel, because we know somebody that 
did -- Nathaniel did the exact way.  
 
This man was -- and Nathaniel, he is going to remember this when he jogs 
his memory. This man was in an organization, the organization was headed 
for trouble waters, about to crumble, and this man started calling Pastor 
Nathaniel and he started. Really I don’t want to say he was sucking up but 
that’s exactly what he was doing. He was sucking up to Pastor Nathaniel, he 
was giving Pastor Nathaniel everything he needed, and just going backwards, 
volunteering stuff to him, and sure enough, when that ship went down that 
man had got off, that man got off the ship, when he saw it headed for 
disaster. Who you think was the first person he called when he got out, when 
he escaped and got out and he escaped the trouble, but yet he was in trouble; 
who was the first person you think he called? Pastor Nathaniel, because he 
was sowing seed, he was building relationship, he was doing favors because 
he knew one day he was going to need favor return. And guess what? I am 
out of time.  
 
I want you to go to AirJesus.com; you can listen to this message, “The 
Parable of the Unjust Steward” 7370. You can also email it to a friend 
absolutely free of charge. Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers 
of the Word, because, Brother, you need the Word! Praise God. I had no idea 
that much was in that parable, and even some more things I didn’t have a 
chance to get to tonight, but that’s the parable that my friend, he was just 
perplexed and that little light of revelation came on me as I sat with him, the 
second time he asked me, and he saw instantly. He said, “You have hit the 
nail on the head,” and he said, “I see it,” he said, “I see it,” he said, “I see it.”  
 
So I hope that you saw something today that will cause you to think, that will 
cause you to plan, that you put your business in order that you do what you 
need to do, that you start building relationships, start building rapport, start 
making some investments. You got to create some other opportunities for 
yourself in the event that this thing heads out and we are trading on shaking 
water, and so God wants His people to be prepared, be prepared, be prepared. 
Turn to your neighbor and say, be prepared. Praise God. 
 


