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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother, 
you need the Word. (Applause) We welcome all of you who are joining us by 
television and those of you joining us at airJesus.com.  Stay tuned to today’s 
message.  For the last few weeks, we have been studying particular subject dealing 
with planning and preparing and we launched the subject series called Preparing 
Today for Tomorrow.  So, I’m still kind of feeling my way through the context of this 
all and working my way through.  And today, I just want to talk in particularly 
from the subject Plans to Prosper.  Plans to Prosper. 
 
And actually you know for the last few weeks since we start looking into this 
particular area, I have been talking very practically not really spiritually but very, 
very practically in my talks the last few weeks.  I remember something my father 
would always say that some people are so heavenly minded that they are no earthly 
good.  And so I’ve been really coming back down to earth pulling our heads up the 
clouds for a little while so that we can be very practical in life because practical life 
is really where we live.  It’s where the rubber meets the road.  It’s really where the 
decisions are made.  Its where life happens is practically.  It happens practically in 
our lives. 
 
In thinking about Jesus, Jesus came not just for our eternal life but Jesus came for 
our life here.  He came here for our natural life.  The Bible says in John 10:10, He 
says, I am come that you might have life and that you might have it more 
abundantly.  That you might have it more abundantly to the full till it overflows.  
And He is talking about life, abundant life in all our realms of life.  He is not just 
talking about spiritually.  I believe Jesus was sent. 
 
I am coming so you might have abundant life filled with joy, life filled with peace, 
life filled with an abundance of love, life filled with an abundance of expression in 
your relationship, life filled with an abundance of health, life filled with an 
abundance of enjoyment of life, and wonderful experiences in life.  I believe he is 
talking about a full perspective of life in his totality.  And so He included practical 
living as a part of abundant life.  He didn’t just come for our spirits or for as 
spiritually or eternally.  I believe Jesus came… 
 
Somebody said that you know it is not just a sweet bye and bye but is the ugly here 
and now that I believe Jesus is concerned with, practically living day in and day out 
this day to day life that we lived.  1Timothy 4:8, you don’t have to turn there.  But 
He says in particular, He says that the things, and I am paraphrasing, but He says 
this is the thought of really what He said.  He said the things of God pay off in this 
life and in the life to come.  He said the things of God; godliness is what he uses in 
the King James.  But godliness or the things of God, they pay off and he used two 
distinctions.  He says in this life and in the life to come. 
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So the things of God are not just for us eternally.  Even though, heaven is a 
prepared place for prepared people.  You got to be prepared to go to heaven.  Well, if 
you got to be prepared to go to heaven don’t you think you also would have to 
prepare to live this life?  What sense would it make to just be prepared to die and 
not prepared to live?  And so, we have to prepare to live this life and so, in 1Timothy 
4:8 that is what He says.  He said the things of God pays off in this life, in every 
realm of this life, the things of God; they pay off in the here and now.  Not just on 
the sweet bye and bye. 
 
And so, He is talking about something that touches all realms of life.  It touches 
your relationship.  The things of God will touch your practical relationships.  It will 
touch the health of your body.  It will touch your money, your finances.  It will touch 
your children.  It will touch your career.  So, the things of God practically touch 
every areas or our life.  The things of God practically touch every area of our lives 
and this was declared to us throughout the Bible. 
 
And so, since I have been sharing practically some things, I want you to open your 
Bibles up to 3 John 1:2 and it says there.  And this is a verse that we all know.  It 
simply says that Beloved, I wish above all things that you will prosper and be in 
health, even as your soul prospers.  One translation says that this way, He says, I 
pray that in all things that you would prosper and be in health even as your soul 
prospers.  And so we are talking about plans to prosper.  Plans to prosper. 
 
Let me give you a definition.  I found a very good definition of prosper and I really 
liked it.  Prosper means to succeed.  It means to succeed.  It means to win.  It means 
to achieve.  It means to gain.  It means to rise.  It means to prevail.  It means to 
flourish.  It means to thrive.  So, notice what the writer says, what John says, He 
says I pray that for all areas of your life.  I pray that all areas of your life will 
succeed, will win, that you will achieve in them.  You will gain in them.  You will 
rise on them.  You will prevail on them.  You will flourish in them and you will 
thrive. 
 
I honestly believe that this is a will of God.  Turn to your neighbors; I believe this is 
the will of God.  This is the will of God for His people.  And it is revealed to us right 
here.  Now, this was not an empty greeting.  This was not just an empty greeting.  
He was not just say, “Hey brother, I hope everything is well with you.  God bless 
with you.”  It was not an empty greeting.  This was a deep heartfelt, sincere prayer 
that he prayed earnestly that I pray that in all things.  I pray that in all areas of 
your life that you would prosper, that you would succeed, that you gain, that you 
would prevail, that you would flourish, that you would rise and prosper even and be 
in health. 
 
Even as you your soul prospers.  So He tells about the health of the body.  He tells 
about his prospering spiritually and He also tells about prospering naturally.  He 
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says I pray that your marriage will prosper, that you will prosper with your kids 
and your family.  I pray that you will prosper in your purpose in life and in your 
gifts and in your talents.  I pray that you would prosper and so it is the prosperity 
that touches every area of life.  So God does not simply want us to simply merely to 
exist or survive.  I believe God wants us to thrive.  Go turn to your neighbor and 
say, God wants me to thrive.  
 
And I am going to tell you something else.  God does not just want us to thrive 
spiritually and be destitute in all other areas of life.  I know many people that are 
spiritually strong works.  They are just spiritually.  They are just giants.  They are 
strong.  But when I examine their lives, I see great deficiencies.  I see great failure.  
I see great misery.  I see great destitute in other areas.  I see where they can hardly 
make it.  I see relationships that fail.  I see children going astray.  I see so 
impractical areas of their lives.  I see a lot of holes. 
 
Bit spiritually speaking they are giants.  They can prophesize, speak in tongues.  
They can lay hands on the sick.  They can minister but practically speaking they 
are missing what God intended.  God does not want us to simply prosper spiritually.  
I am not interested in just prospering spiritually because I am not going to be with 
you all day everyday of the week.  I am not interested in being with you that much.  
(Laughter)  I say, I want to prosper when I am not here.  I want to prosper with my 
wife.  I want to prosper with my kids.  I want to prosper in my job.  I want to 
prosper in my career.  I want to prosper in my body.  I want to prosper in my 
relationship.  I want to prosper in all areas of life. 
 
Folks, there is more than life than just church.  (Laughter)   Repeat this after me.  
It’s God’s will for me to prosper, in my soul, in my mind, in my body, in my spirit, in 
my finances, in my relationships, in my family, in all of life.  I believe that.  Now, 
let’s go in and say that with the definition that I gave you for prosperity or 
prospering and we are going to say it like this, repeat after me.  It’s God’s will for 
me to succeed, to win, to achieve, to gain, to rise, to prevail, to flourish, to thrive, in 
all areas of my life.  That’s God’s will for me.  Praise! 
 
Anybody feel that?  That’s His will.  (Applause)  His will is not for you to be 
spiritually strong and broke down in other areas of life.  That’s a misrepresentation 
of Him.  That’s a misrepresentation of Him.  I’ll say this.  I said it before and I said 
it again.  I would rather struggle here publicly in front of you and have private 
success in every area of my life.  And a lot of people have that backwards.  They 
rather flourish here in the spotlight and get home and their wife can’t stand him, 
children don’t respect him.  They can’t pay any bills, they are broke down, and 
jacked up, and been out to say but yet here in front of us, Oh they are spiritual 
powerhouses.  I suggest to you that you leave your ministry and go get your life 
together.  I hope I’m helping somebody. 
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I’ll tell Pastor Nathaniel in a second that if I start having trouble in my home I have 
to take a leave of absence from here.  I am not more bit more in a man in moon 
thinking about impressing you all standing up here looking good, when I got trouble 
that need to be attended to and taken care of  and straitening out  areas of my life 
instead of trying to look spiritually good.   Forget that.  (Applause)  If I just have to 
take a leave of absence, Pastor Nathaniel, I am going to be out for three months but 
I am working on something here.  (Laughter)  I got to get my house straighten up.  
(Applause)  I got to get my house straighten up here.  I am suffering in some areas 
in my life and I got a practically do something to straighten up before I go quoting 
up scriptures to everybody trying to impress them with my spirituality.  (Applause) 
 
See the church doesn’t preach this enough.  No, the church preaches how hard you 
can pray and how loud you can sing and how much you can move people by 
spectacular performances and demonstrations of the spiritual publicly and yet have 
private failure. My father always said, he said “no amount of success can 
compensate for failure at home.”  I submit to you there.  There are a lot of pastors 
that need to take a leave of absence.  There are a lot of ministry leaders that need to 
take a leave of absence and go home.  You all quiet now.  (Laughter)  I am 
borrowing that from a good friend Wally Jackson.  (Laugher)  He would always say, 
you are all quiet now.  
 
We are talking about plans to prosper.  I want to say this.  Success doesn’t just 
happen.  Success is not an accident.  It doesn’t just happen.  It’s not accident you 
have to plan to succeed.  You have to prepare for success.  It doesn’t just happen.  
Great marriages don’t just happen.  Being excellent in your finances just doesn’t 
happen.  You just don’t have plenty of money and will that doesn’t just happen.  
Your business doesn’t thrive.  It doesn’t just happen.  Success is not an accident.  It 
is not an accident.  It doesn’t just happen. 
 
There are some particular things that are done.  There are plans you have to plan to 
prosper.  Now it’s God’s will.  We established that it is God’s will for you to prosper 
and all these areas of life but is not going to just happen because you love God.  
Because I know people that love God but they are jacked up personally in their 
lives.  They love God but there lives are jacked up.  So, just because you love God 
does not mean you are going to prosper and all these areas of life.  It doesn’t just 
happen.  We have God’s will.  It is his will for you to prosper in every area of life but 
folks you must prepare to prosper in every area of your life. 
 
Health is God’s will.  I know it with every fiber of my being.  Healing and divine 
health is God’s will.  But let me ask you this question.  What are doing?  What are 
you doing?  I can quote healing scriptures probably better than anybody in here.  So, 
I know God’s Word on that.  I know God’s Word will on it.  But the things that you 
don’t see or hear me quoting are how much tear juice everyday and how many times 
do I go to the gym every week.  I told a buddy of mine.  I say, “Do you know what a 
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bad week is for me?  A bad week for me is when I am only been in the gym job 
twice.”  I said that is bad week for me. 
 
And it did something to him.  It convicted him because he had slacked off and he 
said, I’m getting back in the gym because of the conviction.  He said because of the 
purpose and the tenacity and the discipline that I see that you have in the area of 
health.  Now, folks I’m prospering in my health but it didn’t just happen.  I am 
doing some things on purpose.  I have a plan.  I watch what I eat.  I mean I am very 
close, I’m not a vegetarian but I am very close to being a vegetarian because I’m 
very careful in the choices I make, the decisions I make.  I realized that I control 
what I put in my mouth. 
 
I control how I take of my body and so even though it is God’s will for me to be 
healthy God did not have a plan for health.  I would probably and I say this from 
the bottom of my heart.  I would probably be dead right now.  And I am saying this 
because if I continue living and eating and the way I used to when I was young.   If I 
continue that up to this point, I probably will not be here because my blood pressure 
would have been too high; it would have killed me by stroke by now.  I would have 
heart attack by now because that type of lifestyle would have produce that type of 
fruit in my life. 
 
So, I am saying that you got to have a plan to prosper.  You have to have it.  It’s 
God’s will for you to be healthy.  It’s God’s will to heal you but you got to have— 
what’s your plan?  What are you doing?  What are you doing to prevent heart 
disease?  I do some things everyday on purpose to prevent heart disease.  I’m not 
living haphazardly.  I’m not sitting back and say well I will try to avoid it if I can.  
No, I’m doing things on purpose.  On purpose.  I’m doing things on purpose.  
(Applause) 
 
I understand by exercising three or four times a week that drastically reduces my 
chance of heart disease so I’m doing that.  I understand that.  I understand taking 
some vitamins automatically reduced my chance of heart disease.  I’m doing that.  
Understand eating more fruits and vegetables automatically reduces your chance so 
I’m working a plan.  Turn to your neighbors, I’m working a plan.  You got to have a 
plan to prosper.  You have to have a plan to prosper. 
 
Let me show you something very interesting with you.  This is a study done actually 
in 1953 at the University of Yale.  They took the graduating class and they found 
out that out of the entire graduating class in 1953.  Only 3% of them had goals and 
a written plan of action and reviewed their goals daily.  And they tracked these 
graduates for 20 years.  And here’s what they found 20 years later.  The 3% that 
had goals, written plans of action and reviewed them daily, they earned more than 
the 97% combined. 
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What are we talking about?  We are talking about this 3% have a plan to prosper.  
They have a plan to prosper.  They knew where they wanted to go.  They wrote 
down exactly what they needed to do to get there.  They reviewed it daily.  They 
kept it before them.  They did it and folks, they prospered as a result.  So, you have 
to have a plan. 
 
And there is another study done at the University of Harvard and this was actually 
in 1979.  And it was interest in this graduating class, 84% had no goals at all, 13% 
had mental goals, they have them in their minds but they have not written them 
down; and 3% have them written down, detailed plan, reviewed them daily.  Here’s 
what they found 10 years later, 1989.  That 13% that had mental goals they were 
earning twice as much as the 84% who had no goals.  The 3% who had goals, had 
them written, had written detailed plan of action, who reviewed them daily, they 
were earning 10 times the 97% combined. 
 
Folks, I submit to you.  You have to have a plan to prosper.  You have to have a 
plan.  Sure, it is God’s will to prosper you in every area of your life but where is your 
plan.  But where’s your plan for great marriage.  What’s your plan for great 
marriage?  Great marriages don’t just happen.  What is your plan?  I tell couples in 
pre-marital counseling; I say for the first six months of your marriage, you need to 
read a book every month on marriage.  See, that’s part of a plan.  I’m doing some 
things on purpose that are going to improve your chances of survival and being 
happy but you got to have a plan.  You have to.  And so, I give them a list of things 
to do.  I say, this is your plan.  Success in marriage is not going to just happen.  You 
got to know where you want to go.  Write down a detailed plan of action.  Review it 
everyday. 
 
If you want good health, you want to look good, if you want to feel good; what’s your 
plan?  What is your plan?  If you want a certain amount of money when you reach a 
certain age, what’s your plan of getting there?  I’m not just going to have a wish 
dream that I want to be a millionaire one day.  No, I have specific goal.  I know 
exactly where I want to be in three years.  I know exactly and I’m saving that 
amount today investing it so that I can reach my plans.  So when 10 years go by and 
I have a million dollars, it’s no surprise.  I was working the plan all along.  So, 
what’s your plan?  Turn to your neighbors, what’s your plan for success?  What’s 
your plan to prosper? 
 
The Bible says in Jeremiah 29, God says, I know the plans that I have for you.  
Plans to prosper you.  Now here’s the other question, God knows a plan, He has a 
plan for your life but do you know the plan?   Do you have a plan for your life?  And 
we are talking about plans to prosper.  Plans to prosper.  Own purpose.  So, we are 
going to continue.  I’m getting very practical here.  I’m getting very practical here 
because we practically need some results in the church, period.  We practically need 
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some.  We need some different goals in what we are getting in the church.  And so, I 
want to teach you very, very practically 
 
One reason I’m being kind of harping on health so much lately in the practical steps 
is because over the last 30 days, I’ve been notified of about seven people close to me 
that have been diagnosed with cancer.  A couple have already died and it irritates 
me, it agitates me when I see cancer ripping havoc in the lives of good people, God-
loving people, and God-fearing people.  When much of it could have been avoided, 
could have been prevented.  If only there had been a plan.  If only they had increase 
their knowledge based and been willing to do some things differently. 
 
Folks, I’m rubbish on the inside about the results that I see the people of God 
getting life.  We shouldn’t be sick as we are.  We shouldn’t be dying as prematurely.  
As we are dying, are homes should not be breaking up as fast as they are breaking 
up.  Folks, we need a plan.  We need a plan.  Thank God.  Thank God He has a plan 
for us.  He has a plan for us (applause) and as a very practical plan.  That’s a very 
practical plan.  So we are going to continue.  We are going to continue working on 
this. 
 
And I’m out of time contrary to the plan but you can go to airJesus.com, you can 
listen to this message, message number 7374.  You can also email it to a friend, 
absolutely free of charge.  Thank you so much for joining us today at Brother’s of 
the Word, because brother, you need the Word.  (Applause) 
 


