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Pastor C. Elijah Bronner: Thanks for joining Brothers of the Word, because 
brother you need the Word. 
 
Praise God! We are certainly delighted to have you join us today. Those of you 
joining us by television or those of you joining us at AirJesus.com, we are so excited 
to have you. Stay tuned to today’s message. We are on part 3 of a series we started a 
few weeks ago entitled Preparing Today for Tomorrow. And so we are just really, 
really excited to continue this chain of thought, and I want to just open with a 
couple of quotes to give you some perspective along with a line of thought that we 
have been talking about for the last few weeks. The future belongs to those who 
prepare for it. 
 
I heard my brother, Pastor Dale. He said this, “You do not get what you want in life; 
you get what you prepare for.” So, we do not get the things we want in life. You get 
the things that you prepare for in life. And so we have said repeatedly that success 
is not an accident. Success does not just happen, but there are some things that 
have to take place, that we have to do to make some things happen in our lives to 
get the particular results that we want to have in life.  
 
You know, no one just wakes up one day and says, “I am going to be in the 
Olympics. I would like to compete.” Nobody wakes up and just go straight to the 
Olympics, do they? No. There are years.  Sometimes individuals are trained from 
early childhood so that one day would be a participant in the Olympics. It lets us 
know that there is a life of training, a life of preparation, just a life dedicated in 
preparation for tomorrow that they do today. And so, the will to win is nothing 
compared or without the will to prepare. So, always remember that the will to win 
is nothing without the will to prepare. 
 
And so we have been talking about Preparing Today for Tomorrow and there is a 
scripture that has been burning in my heart for the last month or so and I have 
been screaming it out and yelling it out and finally we are going to take time to read 
it. Go to Ephesians Chapter 5. I am going to read it out of the Amplified Bible, so it 
will be a little clearer. You can gain a little bit more understanding. The amplified 
Bible, Ephesians Chapter 5, and we will begin in verse 13. And actually, I will go 
ahead and read it out of the King James first and then will come back and read it in 
the Amplified Bible. 
 
Ephesians 5:13-17 and it says this, “But all things that are reproved or exposed are 
made manifest by the light, for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. Wherefore 
he sayeth, ‘Awake, thou that sleepest and arise from the dead and Christ shall give 
thee light.’ See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise redeeming 
the time because the days are evil, wherefore, be ye not unwise, but understanding 
what the will of the Lord is.” 
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And I would like to read that also from the Amplified Bible. It is going to say it a 
little differently and bring out a little more clarity and really bring it out. It says, 
“When anything is exposed and reproved by the light, it is made visible and clear 
and where everything is visible and clear, there is light. Therefore he says, ‘Awake, 
O sleeper, and arise from the dead and Christ shall shine. May day dawn upon you 
and give you light. Look carefully then how you walk. Live purposefully and 
worthily and accurately not as the unwise and witless, but as wise, sensible, 
intelligent people making the very most of the time buying up each opportunity 
because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be vague and thoughtless and foolish, 
but understanding and firmly grasping what the will of the Lord is.” 
 
And so the Bible clearly admonishes us not to live lazy, careless, thoughtless, not to 
live with no direction, not to live without a sense of purpose. And so, the Bible 
admonishes us to live on purpose, to live purposely and purposefully, to live wisely, 
carefully, thoughtfully, accurately, and to be prudent. The Bible teaches us to have 
foresight, to plan, to be sensible, and it teaches us to prepare. In other words, the 
scripture tells us not live haphazardly. Turn to your neighbors and say, “Do not live 
haphazardly.”  
 
The Bible is very clear about planning. You have to plan ahead and you can clearly 
see that from scripture. It was not raining when Noah built the ark, was it? No. 
Noah worked on his boat. I believe Noah preached for about 120 years before it 
rained. So, Noah had a century here of preparation. He had to prepare for 
something that was coming tomorrow, but he had to prepare. He worked on that 
thing. He worked on that ark for 100 years. God is teaching there a principle of 
preparation. 
 
See, everybody else, Noah tried to warn them. Noah tried to say, “Hey guys, you all 
need to prepare. There is a rain coming.” He preached, but nobody would listen to 
him. Nobody would prepare and people perished as a result of not preparing. 
Because Noah prepared himself, he saved himself and his family. And so, there is a 
great deal of salvation that will come to your life when you are properly prepared 
for the future, and this is what the Bible is teaching us, to be properly prepared for 
the future. Always look to where you are going. Always look to where you are going. 
Always have a positive vision for your future. Always look to where you are going. 
Always have a positive vision for your future. 
 
And so, Noah and his family, their lives were spared because of preparation, 
because of planning ahead, because of foresight, because of doing some things today, 
it saved them tomorrow. It saved them down the road when things begin to happen. 
So, there is great salvation in our preparation. Two words jumped out at me. As I 
studied Ephesians 5 from the Amplified and King James and other translations, 
two words jumped out at me. One of them, He admonishes us to live accurately. 
Turn to your neighbor and say, “Accurately.” 
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He says live accurately. To me that say, “Do not live drifting.” Do not drift through 
life. Do not drift through life because you will go nowhere and you will do nothing. 
Do not just drift. Do not just go wherever the tide carries you. Do not just leave it all 
to happen. Do not live haphazardly. Do not drift. He says, live accurate lives. Live 
accurate lives. That means on purpose. 
 
When I kept seeing that word “accurately”, it gave me the sense of He meant aim. 
Normally, when you talk about accuracy, you are talking about aim. Aim, aim, aim 
at a target. Live your life on purpose. Focus. Aim at a target. To me it is referring to 
having some goals in life. Always aim your life on purpose, at a target. And so he 
says, live accurately. Know where you are going. Know the target. Know how to hit 
the target. Do not shoot then miss. No. Hit it. Have a target. Have an aim. Be 
accurate. Let your life be focused going after something. Always have something to 
measure your life against. 
 
Even the apostle Paul said, “Press.” He said, “I press toward the mark.” He was 
living accurately. He knows exactly where he was going and what he was doing. He 
knew what he was after, and so that word accurately, accurately. Remember, I 
talked to you before that our goals should be smart goals. We should set smart goals 
for our lives. The corporate world uses the acronym SMART to spell out some things 
here. SMART, S, being that your goal should be specific. M, meaning your goal 
should be measurable. A, meaning your goal should be attainable. R means your 
goal should be realistic. T means your goal should have a timetable, a start and a 
finish date. So, you should set SMART goals for your life. Turn to your neighbor and 
say, “Set SMART goals for your life.” 
 
So, that is what He says there in Ephesians and I have read Ephesians for you in 
years and I have never picked up on that until now. He says, live accurately. Go 
toward a mark. Go toward a target. Aim and hit it. Hit the mark. Live life on 
purpose. Do not drift. Do not live haphazardly. No. Aim accurately, on purpose. You 
are going after a target. You are going after a goal. So, the Bible teaches the setting 
of goals. Set smart goals for your life. Goals give us focus. They give us focus. There 
is power in focus. There is power in focus. 
 
You can lie out in the sun all day, but if somebody took a magnifying glass and 
stuck it over your stomach while you are lying out in the sun, that magnifying glass 
is going to bring focus to the one particular spot and it will burn a hole in your 
stomach. Focus is powerful. You can have a water hose out and water will just run 
and just go straight to the ground, but if you stick your thumb in it and aim and 
focus it, you can ski water 20 feet. It has power. You can shoot somebody in the eye. 
 
See, when you focus, there is power in focus and this is what Ephesians is saying. 
Live life on purpose. Focus your life. Target it. Too many people are just drifting 
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through life. There is no focus. There is no purpose. Man, what is going on? I do not 
know. You got it. No, we are drifting. We are drifting. When someone asks you what 
is going on, you should be able to tell him. “Man, I am working on something. I am 
going toward a target. Here are my goals. Here are my ten-year goals. Here are my 
five-year goals. Here are my three-year goals. Here are my goals for this month. You 
will blow people’s mind away if you begin to show them that you have focus, and 
that you are working on something, that you are going toward a target. Live 
accurately. Turn to your neighbor and say, “Live accurately.” Do not miss the mark. 
Focus. Live accurately. Hit the bull’s-eye. That is what he is saying. Aim your life to 
hit the bull’s-eye. Hit your goals. Hit your targets. Focus. Have some focus in life. 
 
I taught you five things. I gave them to you before, but I am going to give them to 
you again because I believe they are worth repeating. Anything that is not worth 
repeating is not worth saying the first time. There was a little old lady at the church 
and she was one of the mothers and there was a new young preacher who was 
preaching at the church and he went up to the mother after church and see how he 
did. He said, “How did I do today?” She said, “First of all, you read it.” Then she 
said, “Second of all, you did not read it well.” And then she said, “Third of all, it was 
not worth reading.” 
 
So, I do not know what I said, but I was saying something. What was I saying right 
there? Yes, that is right. Worth repeating, that is right. I said, if I said it the first 
time and it is worth repeating. Here are five things I gave you before. I want you to 
get them again, because it is worth repeating. Number one, set goals. Number two, 
have a plan of action to achieve those goals. A dream without a plan is a wish. So, 
are you dreaming or are you wishing? Are you setting goals? Are you setting 
specific, measurable, attainable, realistic goals with a timetable, or are you 
wishing? Are you wishing? Because if you do not have a plan of action, that is all 
your goals are just a wish. It is a wish.  
 
So, number one is set goals and number two is having a plan of action. Number 
three, write it down. There was a study done a few years ago over a group of people 
that were coming into a New Year and they have made New Year’s resolutions and 
they tracked this group of people to find out how they were fair, how they would 
turn out. There were two groups and one group had resolutions and they did not 
write them down, only 4% of the group who had resolutions who did write them 
down, only 4% achieved their resolutions, they made it to the end. 
 
Then, there was a group of people who wrote down their New Year’s resolutions. 
They had a plan of action. Out of that group 46% achieved their goals, achieved 
their resolution. So, you increase your chances of achieving by over 1000% by simply 
writing it down. Turn to your neighbors and say, “Write it down.” There is a power 
in writing it down. So, number three is, write it down. Number four is put it where 
you can see it daily. Put it where you can see it daily. Put it on your refrigerator. 
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You know you are going to your refrigerator. Put it in your bathroom, on the mirror, 
you know you are going to look at the mirror. Put it on your pillow, you know you 
are going to sleep. Put it where you can see it. Put it on your cell phone. Put it on 
your computer. Pastor Nathaniel, he puts it as a screensaver on his computer 
because, trust me, he is going to be on that computer during the day. Trust me on 
that. So, put it somewhere you can see it daily. Look at it daily. 
 
Number five is simply do it. Start taking action. You will be surprised to know the 
power of doing something daily toward your goals. And so that is why you need a 
plan of action. If you can do something every day, your success lies in your daily 
routine. Your success lies in what you do daily. So, if you can do something daily 
toward your goals, it is not going to look like much right away, but over the course 
of a year or two years, those little acts of action towards your goals on a daily basis, 
they begin to compound and build a powerful force that will eventually break 
through, and showing your life in a powerful way does not happen over night, but it 
happens because you were making small consistent actions on a daily basis. And 
what you did not see was that these actions were compounding. They were growing. 
They were getting stronger. They were building up behind you. You were growing. 
You were developing. You were becoming more accurate, more disciplined, more 
diligent, you are becoming more powerful and then two years later you wake up 
looking like Superman wondering how you got there. 
 
That is because you did some consistently on a daily basis and those small acts 
towards your goals will compound and build up power as time goes on. They will. 
They compound up behind you. So, get those five things. Get those five things and 
incorporate them into your life, but you have to plan, you have to prepare, you have 
to do this, you have to do this. I am thinking of so many things right now, but a 
good friend of mine, this person and his spouse, their lives really ministered to me 
along this line because I saw in their lives a plan. And they had a simple plan and I 
saw this couple simply operate a beautiful plan and today, they are experiencing 
phenomenal success. And when I looked at it and thought about it, I said they had a 
plan. They wrote their plan down and they acted on their plan. They followed their 
plan and they had phenomenal success. 
 
Now this couple now, they are making in the neighborhood of a few hundred 
thousand dollars a year each, but when I really looked at them I said, “They 
operated a plan.” One spouse, when they graduated from college, one spouse said, “I 
am going to go on because there is a particular degree I want to do, what I need to 
do to make what I need to make.” And she said, “It is going to take me two and a 
half years.” She said, “You work and you hold the house down and you work while I 
do that. When I graduate, then you get in the program, then you do it, and then I 
will hold it down for two and a half years while you do it.” And sure enough, they 
worked the plan. Folks, those five years went by so fast, now they are making 
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hundreds of thousand dollars a year each and I look back and I said, “Man, they had 
a brilliant plan. They worked their plan.” 
 
Here is the wife, she did hers and then the husband did his. They did it. They 
planned it to perfection. Now, they are probably making a half million dollars a year 
combined and they are prosperous, they are happy, they are successful, they are 
accomplishing things in their lives and they are growing, and I said, “Wow, they 
worked the plan.” 
 
Folks, turn to your neighbors and say, “You got to have a plan.” You have to have a 
plan. There is no sense of you complaining about being broke. What is your plan? 
What is your plan for not being broke? What is your plan for getting out of debt? I 
keep asking these repetitive questions, but I keep asking them for a reason. I am 
hoping that the scripture in Ephesians will apply. That somebody will wake up, 
thou that sleepest, arise from the dead. Cry and shall give thee light. He is going to 
shine the light. He is going to give you insight on how to change your life. He is 
going to show you how to prepare for your future. He is going to show you how to 
have more and how to have a better life, a better future because you planned, 
because you prepared, because you are willing to sacrifice today’s opportunities, and 
you are willing to sacrifice today’s pleasures for tomorrow’s opportunities. 
 
Folks, we have to prepare today for tomorrow. You have to prepare today for 
tomorrow. I am just excited. Some of the testimonies I have heard. One young lady, 
she is here. She would not mind me saying this and I am almost out of time, so I 
have to tell this maybe a little later, but I was about to give you a testimony, but I 
may give a little bit of it today or I do not know. But, let me see how I feel. Because 
see, I am working on a plan here. I have a plan. I got this thing laid out here. So, I 
am not teaching haphazardly. I got a plan. Miss Justo told me she said, “I was at 
home listening to you live online.” And she said, “I want you to know, just listening 
to you live online, I stopped smoking.” She said, “I stopped smoking.” 
 
She said, “It is like God just slept the cigarette out of my life.” She said, “I made a 
decision.” Something got on her and to be honest with you, I was not even teaching 
on planning and preparation, but I was teaching on the greatness of God. And she 
said, when she got a hold of how great God is and His infiniteness in her life, she 
said it took completely out of her mouth the taste of cigarettes. It made her change 
her life. I told her, “That was the most important thing you could have done in your 
life for your health and for the longevity of your life, it is to stop smoking.” I said, 
“You made a life-changing decision.” And that is just one of the testimonies I have 
gotten. I will share some later. 
 
My dear friend here, Miss Dyna is smiling because she caught me in the house and 
said, “Man, you preached this, and I went and got me some vitamins.” She said, “I 
heard you talking about how you got the risk of heart disease.” And by taking such 
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and such vitamins that I mentioned on that show she said, “I went and got me some 
vitamins and started on them.” And so I said, “Thank God. This is what it is all 
about, moving people to action. And so, it just made my heart feel good.  
 
I have been working with Peter the last couple of weeks. We got some testimonies 
with Peter. Testimonies are just coming and I am seeing people take action, 
changing their lives, taking action. And so, it has been rewarding for me to see God 
move in the midst of these people not just for us to shout and search and not just to 
feel good, but to make life changes to change our lives on purpose, to live sensibly.  
Like the way the Bible says live intelligently. Christians get saved and they stop 
living intelligently. Now, that is for next week. I am jumping ahead of myself. I am 
done.  
 
Those of you watching or listening, go to AirJesus.com. You can listen to this 
message, message #7375. Email it to a friend absolutely free of charge. Thank you 
so much for joining us at Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the Word. 


