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Pastor C. Elijah Bronner:  Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because 
brother, you need the word.  We are certain and delighted to have you join us today.  
Those of you who are joining us by television or those of you joining us at 
AirJesus.com, stay tuned to today’s message.  Today, we are on part four of the 
series we started about a month ago entitled “Preparing Today for Tomorrow.”  And 
the choices we make today will determine the quality of our lives tomorrow.  So 
today is very important.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “today is very important.”  
And so, we thank God that the Bible admonishes us to live wisely, to live sensibly, 
to live intelligently, to live carefully and this is something that we are beginning to 
see and understand and hear the heart or God for this is concern for his people. 
 
And we were looking at a particular scripture that has been just ringing in our 
hearts for the last few weeks.  If you would turn to the book of Ephesians, the book 
of Ephesians there, I have known the scripture along time but I have never had 
known it in this light, in this context that we have been talking for the last few 
weeks and it really speaks to our hearts concerning this subject.  But Ephesians 
Chapter V, if you read beginning in verse 13 through verses 17.  Let us read 
together in unison.  When you get that say Amen.  Ephesians 5:13-17, ready, read.  
“But all things that are reproved or exposed are made manifest by the light or 
whatsoever that make manifest is light. Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.”  

Notice there, is the resurrection he is talking about not merely of Christ 
resurrection but our resurrection.  He is saying, get up, get up from the dead.  Get 
up, wake up those of you who get asleep.  And I believe he is saying rise from your 
dead thinking, rise from your lack of motion, rise from your lack of decision, rise 
from your lack of change, rise.  Continue reading there verse 15, “See then that ye 
walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days 
are evil.  Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord 
is.”  And since I have been studying this little passage, there have been certain 
words and certain phrases that had been jumping out at me.  And last week we 
dealt with the word.  I have been reading it from the Amplified Bible as well as the 
King James Bible.  And so different phrases and different little words have been 
really speaking volumes to me. 

Last week we dealt one of the words which was accurately.  The Amplified Bible 
says, he says “Live accurately.”  We dealt with goals and what it means to live with 
purpose and live accurately.  And the next phrase that really jumped out at me is, 
and I want you to keep in context of this subject.  We are talking “Preparing Today 
for Tomorrow.”  The next phrase that really jumped out at me is a little phrase 
there where he says, “Redeeming the Time.”  Your time is extremely crucial to your 
tomorrow, to the quality of your life.  Tomorrow will be determined by what you do 
with your time today.  And so, in this discourse, as we are talking about “Preparing 
Today for Tomorrow,” he says redeem the time.  “Redeem the time,” now that little 
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phrase means, it means to use your time wisely, it means putting your time to its 
highest value use.  So, you are using it wisely, you are putting your time where you 
get the most out of it.  You are using your time for the highest value, the highest 
value.  He is simple saying, “Do not waste it, do not waste it, use it where it has its 
highest benefit.”  Now he is talking about your life.  He is talking about the 
kingdom of God.  Use your time where it has the highest benefit, the most value 
where it is used wisely. 

He also speaks of taking advantage of present opportunities.  There are 
opportunities in our present that if we will take advantage of them.  They will 
increase your quality in your future simply because you take advantage of 
opportunities in your present.  Your present is powerful.  And so, he is talking about 
taking advantage of opportunities of time and investing in these opportunities of 
time so that we can reach dividends in the future.  And so, use your time in ways 
that make the most sense.  That is my translation. 

And that is really what he is saying, redeem the time.  He is simply saying use your 
time in the ways that make the most sense for your life, for the Kingdom of God and 
for the purposes of God.  Use your time in ways that make the most sense.  They are 
going to be the most beneficial, most impactful, most life changing in ways that are 
going to really bless your quality of life. 

Let me read something to you about time that time is so powerful.  This is a poem.  
I used to hear my mother quote this poem years ago and I never forgot it.  It just 
sound like a young boy, I used to hear it standing all the time and there is a poem 
that called “Life Is Just A Minute.”  It says, “I have only just a minute, only 60 
seconds in it, forced upon me.  I can not refuse it, did not seek it, I did not choose it.  
But it is up to me to use it.  I must suffer if I will lose it.  Give account if I abuse it.  
Just a tiny little minute but eternity is in it.”  I thought my mother wrote that but 
when I checked the author, it was actually anonymous.  My mother used to say that 
so much.  The little reason mother gave quotes to you about time. 

Yesterday was a council check, tomorrow is a promissory note, today is the only 
cash you have, so spend it wisely.  Jim Ron said this about time.  He said, “Time is 
more valuable than money.”  You can get more money but you can not get more 
time.  H. Jackson Brown Jr. said this, he says, “Do not say that you do not have 
enough time, you have exactly the same number of hours per day that were given to 
Helen Keller, Luis Pasture, Michael Angelo, Mother Theresa, Leonardo Da Vinci, 
Thomas Jefferson and Albert Einstein.”  You have the same amount of time that 
they have.  So, we can not use the excuse, “We do not have enough time,” turn to 
your neighbors say “You can not use that excuse.”  

I like something that Alice Bloch says, she says, “We say we waste time, but that is 
impossible. We waste ourselves.”  And here is something that I found that was 
interesting.  I have given this before but I thought it was applicable and so 
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pertinent that I will remind you about it.  It gives the average person in the US sort 
of over the average life span, the ways you will spend your time sometimes without 
even noticing.  You will spend six years of your life time eating, five years of your 
life time waiting in line.  We need to speed that line up, do we not?  You will spend 
seven years of your life in the bathroom.  My wife told me I will probably spend 14 
years of my life in the bathroom.  You will spend three years of your life in 
meetings.  You will spend two years playing telephone tag.  You spend eight months 
opening junk mails.  I have thought of a solution to that, take the junk mail with 
you into the bathroom, open it while you are in the bathroom.  That will save you 
eight months of your time in your life.  I just gave you eight months of time.  You 
are in the bathroom for seven years anyway.  Open the junk mail while you are in 
the bathroom.  That will free up eight months of your time in your life.  You will 
spend six months of your life, sitting at red lights.  Now, they did not have statistics 
on this one so threw this one out there based on what I could calculate.   This is on 
traffic.  I figure that if we spend six years eating, we would probably spend about 
five years in traffic especially in Atlanta.  Traffic is horrible here, so I will say at 
least five years we will spend seating in traffic.  Anybody agree with that five?  Is it 
good? 

So time, we spent in so many different ways.  Sometimes we do not even realize how 
we lose so much about life in frivolous things.  The time is valuable.  It is our most 
irreplaceable position.  Once you lose time, you cannot get it back.  And so that is 
why in the Bible says, value it, treasure it, live wisely, redeem this time, take every 
opportunity you can to put your time to its best use.  Because if you do not, it will 
slip away from you and you will waste it.  So do not squander your time. 

I remember in the pastor gave an assignment for everybody to write down.  What 
you do all day, just write it down, so that you can see it and we when you go back 
and look at that journal, you will see how sometime you can waste time on foolish, 
frivolous things, things that are not propelling you forward, things that are not 
increasing you, things that are not productive, things that are not really the best 
use of your time, things that are not propelling you towards your goals, things that 
literally sometimes move you opposite your goals and yet we spend time there.  And 
so, I think that is an awesome assignment that he gave us.  To just write down how 
you spend your time, keeping log of everything that you do everyday, how you spend 
each hour, how you spend each set of 30 minutes.  Just track your time, log your 
time.  You will be surprised to find out what you do with your time. 

I like something that Paul Meyer said.  He said, “Time is usually wasted in the 
same way everyday.”  You are not wasting time with different new things.  It is the 
same way.  Normally, you are wasting time the same way everyday. 

And I want to give you—and I will probably this.  I will begin this today and 
continue this next week and maybe the week after depending how fast we move 
through to it.  But I want to give you something I took a great deal of time to think 
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about.  But I want to give you the 10 highest value uses of your time.  The 10 
highest value uses of your time.  Number one, “You should spend time in planning.”  
Planning—we have been talking about that planning.  Allen Lakein, he said, 
“Planning is bringing the future into the present so that you can do something 
about it now.”  I thought that was powerful.  Planning is bringing the future into 
the present so that you can do something about it now.  So in other words, you can 
do something about your future now, because the quality of our tomorrow will be 
based on the choices we make today.  Planning allows you to bring the future into 
the present so that you can do something about it now. 

Now, planning includes... this is what the Bible has really been impressing upon us.  
I have been really picking this up.  But planning includes creative thinking.  People 
do not like to think.  People do not take time to think.  And people are missing out 
on so many valuable ideas, creativity, plans, and dreams.  People are missing out 
because they do not take time to think.  We are destructed with so many things that 
keep us going, so much noise, television, children, work, telephone, internet, IPod.  
You name it and it is there.  We are so destructed, there is very little time to get 
into a solitary place to muse, to meditate, to think.  You will be surprised how the 
wisdom of God would unlock itself if you have proper time to think.  Time should be 
used in creative thinking.  It should be used to strategize. 

Olen Hendricks said this, he said, “Strategic thinking is like showering, you have to 
keep doing it.”  So, usually, use your time to plan, to think creative thinking, think, 
think.  When you talk about money, you will realize that there is not a shortage of 
money, there is really a shortage of ideas.  It is no shortage of money, you just have 
not figured out how to get some of it.  So there is not a shortage of money, it is a 
shortage of ideas. 

Remember, we studied the Parable of the Unjust Steward?  Well, one of the things 
that God commended, we could not figure out why would God commend an unjust 
person.  Why would God give his validation to an unjust person?  One reason God 
validated the unjust steward is because he was a clever thinker.  He took time to 
plan, he took time to think, and he took time to strategize.  And God commended an 
unjust person not for his unjustness but for the principle of being a thinker, of being 
a strategist, of taking time to have thought.  The Bible teaches even in this passage 
we are studying in Ephesians, Amplified Bible says, “Do not leave thoughtless live.”  
In other words, live thoughtful.  Put some thinking.  Put some thought into your 
life.  Put some thought time.  Put some thoughts into what you are doing.  Think!  
Turn to your neighbor and say “think.”  Plan and then think.  Think.   Think.   
Think.”  You will be surprised. 

I was watching a show not too long ago, a couple of weeks ago.  And it was a show 
about million-dollar ideas.  And it was just highlighting how some people had 
become millionaires and they were all because that they had ideas.  And the first 
gentlemen that I saw on the program, he did not even have a high school education.  
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And he said one day he was walking out of a fastfood restaurant, I think it was 
McDonalds, but he was walking out and he said he saw a pick up truck.  And the 
pick up truck had some junk on the back.  The trailer part had some junk back in 
the cabin. You all know what I am trying to say.  It had junk on the back on the bed 
of the pick up truck.  And he said when he saw that, he said that a light bulb went 
off.  He said, he went and got him a pick up truck.  He said he got him some flyers 
printed up saying that “I will remove junk from your house for you.”  Your 
basement, garage, it do not matter, I will move junk out of your house.  He said he 
just started putting flyers out going around, removing junk in his pick up truck 
from people’s houses.  Folks, today his company is 1-800-GOT-JUNK, 
multimillionaire.  

How many of you heard of 1-800-GOT-JUNK?  I have used the service myself.  I 
called them up to my house to get some junk.  They were excellent.  Excellent 
service, professional, and they are growing as a multimillion dollar franchise right 
now.  Here is a guy without a high school education, became a multimillionaire 
because he got involved with creative strategic thinking, clever ideas.  There is not 
a shortage of money, there is a shortage of ideas.  Here is the guy who was willing 
to think and put some thought in his life. 

There was another gentleman I saw.  And this guy was bald.  Anybody bald in here?  
It looks like all the men have hair today.  Any bald?  But anyway, this guy was bald.  
As a bald person, he said, “People think it is easy to save—you hear it everyday—
and he said it is not as easy as it look.”  Are you agreeing with that?  It is not as 
easy.   He said shaving your head everyday as a bald person is not as easy as it 
looks.  And he said he had a habit of rubbing his head all the time with his hand, 
just rubbing it.  And he said he noticed that his hands went perfectly around all 
contours of his head.  And he said, “I did hit it one day.”  He said what if I could put 
a razor under my hand and somehow shave my head by simply rubbing my hand 
across my bald head the way I rub my head  across my bald head anyway?  And he 
had an idea.  He pursued the idea.  Today, he is a multimillionaire.  His company is 
call Head Shave.  It worked.  He had a prototype built, a little razor.  It slides on 
you finger like a ring.  Underneath your palm is a razor.  You simply rub your head.  
And he is a multimillionaire simply because he engaged in creative thinking.  He 
took something that was a problem and made himself a millionaire because of 
strategic creative thinking. 

I was just actually reading this just today about a gentleman how he made his 
million dollars.  He had found out that there were certain products in European 
countries, different parts of the world that were not in the US.  And he said he 
picked up a company out of Europe and he requested one of their catalogues.  
Because he said, if they have outstanding products on the other parts of the world, 
they have not been exported into the US.  He wanted those flip through the 
20:47****.  He just said he had that thought one day.  He just wanted to flip 
through.  And his interest was in gardening, home gardening.  And that was 
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basically his knowledge.  He knew more about gardening than anything else.  So he 
said he flipped straight to the home gardening section.  And he said, in that section 
he saw a wheel barrow that was uniquely made, nothing like it in the US.  And he 
said, he simply called the company and he wanted to become a rep in the US for this 
wheelbarrow.  After he got that gone, he went to a trade show, a trade show for 
home and garden and he had his wheelbarrow there and he took orders with 64,000 
wheelbarrows.  He got paid $20.00 per wheelbarrow order. He sold 64,000.  So you 
do the math, 64,000 x $20.00.  He became a millionaire simply because he had an 
idea. 

I am not at time.  Those of you who are watching or listening, you can go to 
AirJesus.com, listen to this message 7376.  You can email it to a friend absolutely 
free of charge. 

Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because Brother 
you need the Word. 

Praise God, praise God. We did not only have a chance to get into a couple and I did 
not even finish Strategic Thinking and I will continue.  But I wanted to show with 
your 10 highest value ways to use your time.  You will find that if you would get 
involve with these 10 ways, it is going to prepare you today for your tomorrow. 

 


