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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the World, Because 
Brother you Need the Word. 
 
We welcome all of you who are joining us by television or those of you joining at 
AirJesus.com.  Stay tune to today’s message.  I want to share something that 
will help you along the lines of your relationships and I pray that it will be a 
blessing to help you in a variety of your relationships in life. 
 
If you will open your bibles up to the Book of Proverbs chapter 17, we will look 
at a couple of verses here.  Proverbs chapter 17 and we will look at verse 1.  
Proverbs chapter 17 verse 1 and will also read verse 14, Proverbs chapter 17:1 
and the verse 14.  Let us read together unison, when you get this say, “Amen.”  
Let us read together there in unison, 17:1.  Ready, read. 
 
It says, “Better is a dry morsel and quietness therewith, than an house full of 
sacrifices with strife,” or that sacrifices as feasting.  So, “Better is a dry morsel 
and quietness therewith, than a house full of feasting with strife,” 
 
And verse 14, let us read that together, “The beginning of strife is as when one 
letteth out water: therefore leave off contention, before it be meddled with.” 
 
And I just want to use of the subject “Keeping the strife out.” 
 
Let me read verse 14 again, I like verse 1, chapter 17, Proverbs 17:1. 
 
It says, “Better is a dry morsel and quietness therewith, than an house full of 
feasting with strife.”  I will take my dry piece of bread with piece in a day, than 
a house full of feasting and strife. 
 
I want to read verse 14 in the Amplified Bible.  It says, “The beginning strife is 
as when water first trickles from a crack in a dam: therefore stop contention 
before it becomes worse and quarreling brakes out.” 
 
And so, I like the imagery there that it gives us about strife is as when a water 
first trickles trough a crack in a dam, and if you do not stop it there it gets 
worst and quarreling, and fights, and so forth will eventually break out.  And 
so, it says to us that strife can start very small and seemingly harmless in our 
lives, but is left alone, it can turn into something much bigger and more 
destructive that it ever appeared to be. 
 
So, it starts of just a trickle then look to bad, just a trickle, just a few drops, 
just a little bit, just coming through, it is not bad at all, so that look too 
dangerous that look too destructive.  But if you are not careful, that little 
trickle will begin to trip away at the foundation and it will chip away through 
its destructive criticism, it will chip away through its irritation, it will chip away 
through its negative attitude.  It will chip away through all of the bickering, 
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through all of the complaining, through all of the griping, through all of the nit 
picking and fault fining.  This little thing call strife will eventually chip away 
until it breaks through and destruction is a result of something if we let it 
continue to happen if we do not stop it while it is just a trickle. 
 
Turn to your neighbors and say, “Stop it while it is just a trickle.”  And so,  I 
like that imager that it gives us that strife is just like water seeping through a 
wall and then if you do not take care of it, it is becoming worse, and worse, and 
worse, and worse.  So, the build up is happening, and so, it is in our 
relationships.  We start with just a little bickering here, just a complaint there 
and over time we grow more critical, and we are more fault finding, and we are 
criticizing before long, we are each other throat all of the time, and what 
started is just a small insignificant not getting along, now has destroyed a 
relationship. 
 
And so, Proverbs there is very brilliant in a way that it tells us to stop strife in 
the beginning stages.  Be aware of it, be alert, stop it when you first see the 
signs, because you do not want it building up and chipping away at the 
foundation of your relationship and then overtime, when everything has cave in 
and been destroyed, you wonder how that this happen, and where did it go 
wrong.  Well, strife is enemy that chips away in our relationships if it is left 
unnotice. 
 
Let me give you some words, some synonyms to strife just you can get a better 
picture of it.  Strife is conflict.  Strife is disagreement.  Strife is quarrelling, 
discord.  Strife is when there is difference and we have allowed our difference to 
escalate.  Strife is unrest.  Strife is contention.  Strife is just when you are not 
getting along.  Strife is when there is just something so thick in the air you can 
cut it with a knife all the old folks used to say.  Strife is something there that 
where you know it is not right, there is no peace, there is continual friction, 
there is continual irritation and strife sets in. 
 
Now strife seeks to drive a wedge between us and the people we are in 
relationship with is ungodly force because it divides.  And Jesus said, “Any 
house divided against itself continually, will eventually fall.” 
 
So, strife is a tool the enemy uses to divide the house, because if he can divide 
the house along enough, that house will eventually fall.  And so, strife notice 
what it does.  You can tell us an ungodly force because it divides us.  It pits 
one against the other.  It causes us to loose our harmony, our peace, our 
blessing, and our relationship.  You can not prosper in strife.  I will repeat that, 
you can not prosper while you are allowing the spirit of strife to operate in your 
relationships and in your life.  It will not work. 
 
I will repeat something I said last week and I believe it firmly, your relationship 
with God is measured not by your bible reading, not by your prayer time, your 
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relationship with God is measured by how you treat people because, how ever 
you treat people is how you treat God.  God is in people. 
 
Jesus said, “When you have done it unto the least of this my brethren, you 
have done it to me.”  And we have understood that when we mistreat people, 
we are mistreating God. And so, the measure of our relationship with God is 
how we treat people.  That is how you measure, so you do not have to super 
spiritual all the time to impress people about our relationship with God.  I am 
not moved by that.  I am not moved by your scripture quoting.  I am not moved 
by your powerful pray.  I am not moved by your powerful preaching.  I am not 
moved by your powerful prophecy.  I am not moved by your powerful lay over 
hand and healing.  What I want to see is the character of Christ.  I want to see 
the fruit of the spirit and start of the gifts of the spirit. 
 
Show me your fruit, not your gift. 
 
God is looking for character, the character of Christ to be manifested through 
our lives.  Not the gifts of Christ, the fruit of Christ, the fruit of the spirit are far 
more powerful that the gifts of the spirit.  The bible says, “God is love, love is 
the fruit of the spirit.”  He is love.  He never said he was prophecy.  And so, be 
very clear that our relationship with people is the measure of our relationship 
with God. 
 
You want to live holy and show me holiness, let me follow you around and 
show me how you treat people.  Show me how you talk to your spouse, your 
children, your family, your coworkers, and the strangers you run into.  Let me 
see how you treat people and I will be able to tell your relationship with God. 
 
This is a challenge, strife.  Getting out of our life is a challenge to all of us.  It is 
a challenge to all the best of us.  All of us who are human will at one point or 
another have to run in with strife because we have to deal with people and any 
time you have to deal with people on any level, in any type of relationship or 
structure, there is going to be some friction because people are different.  
Everybody does not think like you do.  Everybody does not look like you do.  
Thank God. 
 
Now, people are different, people have different ideas, people have different 
backgrounds, different experiences.  And so, you put two people in a 
relationship and there is going to be some strife eventually, even until the best 
of us there happen strife, opportunist will strife will arise.  So, God never said 
opportunity for strife would not arise but what He wants us is to take dominion 
over strife, to control the strife, to dominate strife, to put strife in his place.  
And so, now we show our godly character and we show the character of Christ 
in how we live everyday, and how we treat people. 
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I remember years ago my mother, she was just going from meeting to meeting 
and from town to town.  She was trying to get the gift of the spirit speaking in 
tongue.  She went everywhere all over the world searching for the gift, trying to 
be in this charismatic meeting and that move of the Holy Ghost and she was 
running.  My grandmother said, “You do not have to do all that.”  She said, 
“That is not where it is.”  She said, “Where it is, is how you live everyday and 
how you treat people.” 
 
My grandmother had to see how to hold there but she understood it is how you 
live everyday.  Both your spirituality is how you live everyday and we confuse 
spirituality with looking spiritual.  Trying to do things that look spiritual and 
impress people in church but, know your spiritual where you can live out the 
character of Christ.  That is being spiritual.  So you never have to hear me 
speaking in tongues, you never have to see me prophesize, you never have to 
see me raise the dead or heal the sick, but if you see say a kind word to 
somebody, folks, that is being spiritual. 
 
Now I am allowing the God part of me to come out.  That is being spiritual.  
Now you can judge and measure my relationship with God base on how I treat 
people.  That is the ultimate command.  It is a command.  The bible says it 
over and over, just keep and love one another.  There is where it is, love one 
another. 
 
Jesus said, “I leave you this command, love one another as I loved you.”  That 
is where with it, love one another. 
 
And so, in this, we are dealing with this strife that try to come in and break 
down our relationship, and so, God works in atmosphere of peace not strife.  
God did not work in the atmosphere of strife.  God works in the atmosphere of 
peace.  And there are four words, as I was thinking about, there are four words 
that rose up in my heart and I knew God was laying these words on my heart.  
Four words in terms of dealing with people and the relationship that will 
diffuse strife, minimize strife, reduce strife.  And the God spoke these four 
words to me, or they were impressed in my heart. 
 
Number one is praise.  Praise one another.  Find something good to say to one 
another.  Find the smallest good, no matter how small it is.  Focus on that.  
Praise him for that.  Focus on that, the smallest good.  If you do that, that 
person will continue to get better in moving to positive direction through 
praise.  Praise one another.  Say, “Praise.” 
 
Second word God gave me was compliment.  Compliment one another.  Now 
notice all these words he gave were positive words.  Now, the word of strife are 
all fussy, griping, complaining, fault-finding, criticize.  But notice what the 
spirit of God laid on my heart concerning how to deal with strife and how to 
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minimize strife and how to beat strife.  Praise one another, compliment one 
another. 
 
You want to find something good to compliment somebody on every day.  Find 
something about everybody to compliment everyday.  Find something.  You 
look hard enough, you will find something.  Look hard enough, you will find 
something.  I said last week, even the devil is consistent. 
 
Number three, thanks.  Thank people.  Don not take people for granted.  Thank 
people, stopping to thank people.  Notice the words, praise people, compliment 
people, thank people.  Folks, these things will cause your relationship to 
flourish.  These are the thing that God wants us to do even in our relationship 
with Him.  He said, “Praise me.  Give me thanks.”  See? These work in a 
relationship, praise, compliment. 
 
Sometimes, I just say, “God you are awesome.  You are majestic.  There is no 
one else like you.”  I spend time complimenting God.  Well, that betters our 
relationship and so, so it is in our everyday relationship with one another, with 
your husband, with your spouse.  Compliment, praise, give thanks, thank 
them. 
 
And the fourth word there was appreciate.  Appreciate them.  Now notice how 
that takes a focus off a fault finding, in criticizing, and complaining, and 
griping.  If you are focusing on complimenting, praising, giving thanks and 
appreciating people that we are in relationship with. 
 
And I have some principles that I am going to begin today and I will spill over 
into the next session or the next two session.  But I have some principles here 
dealing with strife that will really help you in your relationships, and I will 
begin today with some of it. 
 
Number one in eliminating strife and keeping the strife out of your life is pick 
your battles wisely.  Say it with me, “Pick your battles wisely.”  And what I 
mean about that is, do not allow yourself to get in strife over things that really 
do not matter.  Sometimes we can get out of shape over the smallest thing.  
Things that we really suggest let it go. 
 
Turn your neighbors and say, “Just let it go.”  You have to keep your 
perspective right because you would be surprise.  Some of the silliest, the 
smallest things it cause you to loose your peace and get in the strife really does 
not matter. 
 
I remember not too long ago, I came home and I had brought dinner home for 
my family and my son he look at what I brought.  He went to sit on the sofa, 
and to say he did not care for what I brought home.  Now that ruffle my 
feathers.  I am the gentlest, kindest man you will ever meet, that ruffles my 
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feathers.  Here I have gone out of my way to feed my family and he go and turn 
his nose up at what I have brought in to eat.  And so I spoke to him out of a 
stern voice, I said, “Son get to that table and sit down and ear your dinner that 
daddy brought you home.”  I did not you any question, that went up for a 
debate. 
 
But I want you to see something, my son sat down and he obeyed me, he did 
sit down.  He was not eating, but he had his fork in the food.  He was trolling it 
around on his fork.  How many of you heard the saying, “You can lead a horse 
to water but you cannot make him drink.” 
 
Well, I have experience there first hand.  And I mean I spoke to him recovered, I 
said, “Son, eat your dinner,” and I was speaking to him sternly.  I can feel on 
the inside of me something was rising up.  That was strife. 
 
Now I felt it and there is what Proverb is saying, “it will come in as a trickle of 
water.  It will come in as a trickle of water and if you do not deal with it while it 
is trickling in, it is going to faster, it is going to grow, it is going to get stronger, 
and it is going to begin to tear apart relationship that could have been avoided 
if you had simply dealt with it while it was a trickle.” 
 
Well, I did not feel like dealing with the other trickle.  I was letting it grow and I 
was getting mad at the more I look at him sitting there, trolling that, the matter 
that was good.  In fact, I was been so mad at him.  I cannot eat my own dinner.  
I did not even want to eat after that. 
 
He had have upset me, I did not even want dinner.  Finally, I said, “Get up and 
just go to bed then.”  And I followed him upstairs and I whip him, all while he 
is getting ready for bed.  And I said, “My God.”  I realize later what had happen.  
He broke down into tears.  My blood pressure got high.  I have not even eaten 
my dinner.  It is getting cold down stairs.  I said, “My God.  I have ruined my 
night, I have ruined my dinner all because over nothing.” 
 
My wife says, “If he does not want to eat, do not let him, forget him.”  And I 
said, “Oh my God, here I am I am wasting my night.”  I lost my joy.  I lost my 
peace.  I am hungry.  I have not eaten my food which gotten cold.  I am ruining 
my dinner.”  All because a little trickle of strife come in and tear down a 
relationship with my son. 
 
And here is the second key I want to give you.  Number one before you 
respond, whenever you feel strive rising up.  Number one, always think before 
you speak.  Take time to think.  Number one, breath.  See people get angry and 
they stop breathing.  Breath, take some deep breath.  Walk outside, breath 
about 10 deep breathes of fresh air.  Breath, get oxygen flowing because if no 
oxygen is getting to your brain mad as you are.  Breath, calm down, think, put 
it in prospective. 



 - 8 -

 
Hear my son, he is a straight A student, just as memorable as he can be.  
Never been in any trouble, outstanding young man.  Always have done 
everything I told him and yet, I get out of shape on simply because he do not 
want the meal particular variety of food I brought home.  It was nothing.  I was 
been out of shake over nothing. 
 
So, always calm down.  Gather yourself.  Put it in a prospective.  It is not that 
big a deal.  Little things had brought us out of shake.  So, calm down, think, 
pray, ask God to help you, calm you down, control that, put a stop to that 
trickle of water, that is trickling through it before it gets bigger and tears that 
whole and then it becomes a rushing flood. 
 
Here is number two and I am out of time, be quick to repent and be quick to 
forgive.  I am out of time.  Those of you watching or listening, go to 
AirJesus.com and you can listen to this message in its entirety, message 
number 7380.  You can also email it to a friend absolutely free of charge. 
 
Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the World, Because 
Brother you Need the Word. 


