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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you are need the Word! 
 
We welcome all of you who are joining us by television or those of you who are 
joining us at airjesus.com.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  Today is part three—the 
final part of the three part series that we started a couple of weeks ago, dealing 
with the subject of keeping the strife out. 
 
And so we have been sharing some things and principles to have a better 
relationships and I know that we do not want strife.  We do not want contention, 
fussing and fighting in our relationships.  We do not want our lives filled with that 
and so I do not believe it is the Will of God for us to have our lives filled with that 
and God’s will is for us to have harmonious, peaceful and loving relationships and I 
think that is much better, I enjoy life much better when relationships are peaceful 
and loving and harmonious and I am sure you do as well.  It does the body good.  It 
does the mind good.  It just makes life that much better. 
 
And so the Bible shares some wonderful principles.  If you study the Bible there, 
you can see the Bible simply talks about in the area of relationships, it talks about 
being kind, being considerate, being honoring one another, respecting one another 
and so the Bible uses some very simple principles that really better our 
relationships and I gave you four words over the last couple of weeks, so I will 
repeat them again.  Number one is Praise, number two is Appreciate, number three 
is Thank, and number four is Compliment.  Those are just four things—four positive 
things that the Holy Spirit impressed upon my heart—praise, appreciate, thank and 
complement one another in relationships. 
 
And so if we stay on the positive side of these biblical principles, we will have much 
better relationships—relationships that are peaceful and harmonious and loving 
relationships, and so I started giving you some principles and we will pick up from 
the list, have seven or eight things that I wanted to share.  Principle number one or 
the first key that I gave you, we entitled that picking your babbles wisely in 
relationships.  In other words, do not allow yourself to get in strife over things that 
really do not matter.  Keeping the big picture in mind. 
 
And so not allowing little things to stress you out and get you all bent out of shape, 
but be able to step back to take a deep breath, to relax, calm down, to think, to pray.  
I do not know if you have to walk outside, count to a hundred, whatever you have to 
do to put things in the proper perspective and not allow trifling things to get you out 
of peace and to get you disturbed and cause contention and strife in your life and I 
believe it is a great sign of maturity when we are not easily offended, but it is a 
great sign of our maturity when we can go through life and we are not just easily 
offended. 
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Number two, we said, be quick to repent, be quick to forgive.  In other words, in 
those occasions in life in our relationships where there is contention, where there is 
a little fussing and fighting and where there is some strife, be quick to repent, quick 
to forgive.  In other words, allow those moments to be short lived.  Those should be 
short lived moments. 
 
Those are just moments where if you have to vent, make it a short lived event.  That 
is not something you linger in and so, the principle there is to be quick to repent, 
quick to forgive. 
 
Number three, we started briefly on last week and that is to swallow your pride.  
Swallow your pride!  The Bible teaches that strife comes by pride. Strife comes by 
pride!  Philippians 2, you do not have to turn that, but Philippians 2:3, in the 
amplified, it mentions this.  It says, “Do nothing through strife prompted by 
arrogance.”  Notice that, do nothing through strife prompted by arrogance—so 
notice strife comes by pride, Romans 12:16 in the amplified says this.  It says, “Live 
in harmony with one another.  Do not be haughty.”  Notice that when it mentions 
living in harmonious relationships, it says, do not be haughty because God knows 
that strife comes by pride. 
 
Here are some things that pride will say, pride will say, “I am right.  You are 
wrong.”  You will find that that is the reason there is contention because both 
parties feel they are right.  I am right, you are wrong.  Pride will be unwilling to 
admit fault.  Pride is unwilling to admit fault.  Pride always blames others for 
everything and is never willing to see its own fault, so in pride, it is always your 
fault.  You did this and pride is always blind to our own faults.  Pride always wants 
to instruct others.  Let me tell you to know this—pride always wants to instruct!  
Pride is always unwilling to initiate peace, and so simply, the principle here, 
swallow your pride is simply be willing to back down sometimes.  Be willing to back 
down. 
 
Be willing to be wrong sometimes.  Well, maybe I am not right.  Let us discuss it 
calmly.  Maybe, I need to look at it differently.  Be willing to back down.  Be willing 
to be wrong sometimes.  I like this, “Give up the right to be right!”  Give up the 
right to be right.  It alright to be wrong sometimes and so pride, it has the ability to 
say, “Maybe I might not be seeing everything.  Maybe you are seeing something 
that I am not.  Maybe I am wrong.  Maybe I missed it.” And so pride is not afraid to 
say, “You know, peace is the ultimate objective and even if I am right, I am willing 
to be wrong if it calls peace.” 
 
Let me ask you this question, do you want to be right?  Or do you want to have 
peace?  Do you want to be right?  Do turn to your neighbor and ask them that 
question—do you want to be right?  Or do you want to have peace? 
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1 Corinthians 13 in the amplified, that is the Love Chapter and it says something 
interesting here concerning that it says, “Love does not demand its own way.”  Love 
does not demand its own way—it does not always have to be right.  Love is willing 
to apologize even if you feel you are right, love is willing to apologize even if you 
think you are right for peace sake. 
 
Number four, understand people are not perfect.  Understand people are not 
perfect.  I like this definition of love that I read.  Love is an unconditional 
commitment to an imperfect person.  Love is an unconditional commitment to an 
imperfect person!  So that is letting you know that there are going to be some faults.  
There are going to be some irritations.  There are going to be some flaws because 
love is an unconditional commitment to an imperfect person.  They are not perfect.  
They are not perfect and they are going to mess up.  They are going to make you 
mad.  They are going to irritate you.  There are going to be some flaws so if you 
understand from the get go that people are not perfect, it at least will change your 
expectation that you will not be expecting those you are in relationship with to be 
perfect.  You will give them some lee-way to make mistakes, and I have got a news 
flash for you, you are not perfect either! 
 
Not only are people who you are in relationship with, not only are they not perfect, 
you are not perfect and so you have some flaws.  You have some things.  You have 
some nerve-wracking things about you that other people have to put up with, but 
you understand that people are not perfect.  It allows you to become merciful.  It 
allows you to overlook some things.  The Bible says it this way, you will find this in 
Colossians, you also find it in Philippians, I believe, but it talks about and it uses 
the phrase in the King James, “For bearing one another.”  For bearing one another! 
 
You know what for bearing one another means?  That means putting up with one 
another because you love one another.  It means make allowances.  Give them some 
room for air.  They are not perfect.  They will disappoint you.  There will be some 
things that will just irk you to no end.  There will be irritations.  They will make 
mistakes.  They will upset you.  Give them a little room to be human.  Make 
allowances for one another because you love one another.  And so, so often, we have 
no room for error in our relationships and so the moment someone messes up, we 
chop their heads off, there is no mercy.  There is no understanding.  There is no 
forgiveness.  There is no room because we expect them to be perfect.  Something we 
are not even ourselves—for bearing one another.  Make allowances because you love 
one another. 
 
What happens to the love?  Make allowances because you love.  In other words, I am 
willing to overlook some stuff.  I am willing to forgive some things because I 
understand you are not perfect and I understand I love you and my love for you is 
greater than the error that you make.  Make allowances because you love one 
another.  We are not perfect. 
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Number five, listen.  Often strife and contention happens in relationships because 
people are not willing to listen.  Remember what we said about pride.  So pride 
always wants to do all the talking and none of the listening.  So pride always wants 
to instruct others, and so in strife and contention, we are so busy trying to get our 
point across, we are not listening because we are trying to win.  We are competing 
and so we are trying to convince them to win.  And so a powerful principle here is to 
listen.  The Bible says something very interesting and it says, “Be slow to anger, 
slow to speak,” but then it says, “be quick to hear.”  Be slow to anger, slow to speak, 
quick to hear.  Why?  Because that is a powerful key in having a good, wonderful, 
loving, harmonious relationship, being able to listen. 
 
I read about this particular illustration that really explains it.  It gives you a visual 
of how we should listen in relationships.  Imagine a runner, imagine a race here and 
you have these runners all in the starting blocks and the starter says, “On your 
mark.  Get ready, set…” now at that point, every runner is straining to hear the 
word Go!  They are intensely leaning forward to listen to the sound of the gun going 
off or the word Go.  There is an intense, purposeful aim that they do with their 
listening at that point, ready, set—and they are just straining to hear, cannot wait 
to hear Go! 
 
That is how you are supposed to listen in relationships.  Well, you are listening so 
intently.  You are listening, you are giving them undivided, alert attention and you 
are allowing the other party to express themselves and you are not trying to sit 
there to figure out what you are going to say next or to come back with what they 
are saying, no, you are listening, and so much of our conflict and contention is 
because we do not listen.  We do not give attention to hearing and then the Holy 
Spirit said this to me.  He said, “Not only do you need to listen to one another, you 
need to listen to me.”  The Holy Spirit will lead you and guide you.  The Holy Spirit 
in your heart is always leading you towards peaceful, harmonious and loving 
relationships.  Always!  He will always instruct you towards peace.  He will always 
prompt your heart to repent.  To forgive, to go back and say, I am sorry.  He will 
always instruct you to hold your tongue.  Do not say what you are about to say.  Do 
not react that way!  The Holy Spirit will always instruct you towards peace, 
harmony and love in relationships.  So listen, not only to each other, but listen to 
the Holy Spirit in your heart.  That is a powerful key.  Always listen in your heart. 
 
Number six is to see the other’s perspective.  The Bible says in Philippians 2:3 to be 
concerned about other people’s interest, not just your own.  In other words, there 
are always two sides to every quarrel and if you take time to really put yourself in 
your partner’s shoes, see it from their angle.  See it from their perspective because 
we are looking at it from our perspective and they have their own perspective too.  
And so what may look like, from one side, it looks completely different from the 
other side, so you have got to stop and ask yourself, well, let me see how they feel.  
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Let me put myself in their shoes.  Now if you put yourself in their shoes, that is why 
the Bible says, “Do unto others as you have them do unto you.”  In the Bible, it is 
simply saying, put yourself in somebody else’s shoes.  See it from their vantage 
point.  See it from their perspective and so in relationships, it is so important to 
always allow yourself to feel the other person.  Feel their perspective, see their 
perspective.  How will I feel if I was them and that will change the way that we 
respond and interact. 
 
And then my final point that is number seven is to be flexible.  Be adaptable.  Be 
flexible and be adaptable.  Let me read something to you out of Romans 12:16, this 
is in the amplified Bible, and it says, listen, it is talking in the context of 
relationships.  Listen very carefully to what it says, it says, “Live in harmony with 
one another.  Do not be haughty, snobbish, high-minded, exclusive, casteless, but 
readily adjust yourself to people and things and give yourself to ample task.  Never 
over estimate yourself or be wise in your own conceits.” 
 
Now, I read that to myself several times just to kind of soak that in to absorb it and 
to see exactly what it was saying to me and this is what it said to me.  This is my 
translation.  Do not be prideful.  Be flexible and adaptable with people.  Humble 
yourself to be able to do the necessary things for peace.  Humble yourself to be able 
to do the necessary things for peace.  Be flexible.  Be adaptable.  Do not be prideful.  
Be flexible.  Be adaptable.  Humble yourself to be able to do the necessary things for 
peace. 
 
Just to give you an example of this, I remember Pastor Nathaniel shared something 
from his relationship with his wife that really fits this perfectly and he shared that 
when he first got married, he wanted his wife to make him a fruit smoothie every 
morning and bring it to him.  And he said he was having a hard time getting it to do 
it and the women said, Amen! 
 
And it was creating contention in his marriage.  He said the Holy Spirit spoke to 
him and told him to make her a smoothie and bring it to her.  Now ain’t that a 
change!  Well, when I went back, I thought about that.  What was the Holy Spirit 
asking him to do?  Be flexible, be adaptable, humble yourself to do what is 
necessary for peace.  He had to humble himself because that is very humbling.  
When you are the man of the house and you in the kitchen and if you are making 
the smoothie and bringing it—see, it humbled him, but that is exactly what the 
Scripture says and I am pretty sure he had no knowledge of the Scripture at that 
time.  But that is what exactly what the Holy Spirit said to them and that is the 
scriptural basis for it.  Do not be prideful.  Be flexible!  Be adaptable!  Humble 
yourself to be able to do the necessary things for peace. 
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So some things for peace sake, you have to humble yourself to do if it means you 
have to—instead of him demanding smoothies from his wife, God says, “You make 
the smoothies and carry it to her.” 
 
Now he did that for peace sake.  See, that was creating—so that kept strife.  See he 
could have gotten divorced over that if he had allowed that strife.  If he had stood 
like a man and demanded off his wife.  He could have demanded and crushed her 
and drove her away.  He could be divorced right now if that strife could have gotten 
started and continued to grow faster and spread in this relationship.  So Bible says, 
no, do not be prideful.  Be flexible, be adaptable.  Be willing to adjust!  Be willing to 
do what is necessary for peace sake, so in relationships, you have to be adaptable, 
flexible and always know what is for peace sake. 
 
I like something that in Genesis, you do not have the turn there, but in Genesis 
13:7-9, you find something interesting between Abraham and Lot, strife broke out 
between the herdsmen of Abraham and the herdsmen of Lot and it was creating 
strife from the family because this was now, it was running through the camps of 
both families and so, Abraham who was the oldest, he was the patriarch, he could 
have demanded his way.  He could have said, “Lot, look here, I am the one blessed 
by God.  I am the one who is going to be the Father of Many Nations.  I am the one 
who has promised.  I have inheritance and you need to get your guys and get out of 
here and leave me alone!”  He could have demanded his prominent position, but 
Abraham said, “Hey, Lot.”  He was flexible and he was adaptable.  He said, “Hey, 
Lot!  I will tell you what, instead of allowing strife to take place, why do we not 
separate so that there would be more room for us and we can eliminate strife simply 
by making room.”  And he said, “I will tell you what, Lot, you keep wherever you 
want to go.  You get first picking.  It does not matter if you pick the best and I will 
go the opposite direction, so if you want to go left, I will go right.  If you want to go 
right, I will go left.” 
 
Look at the flexibility and the adaptability of Abraham!  For peace sake, Abraham 
understood peace.  And when Abraham submitted he got rid of pride and he 
submitted and he did what was necessary for peace, adapted and adjusted, right 
after he did that in the next chapter, God showed Himself and said, “Abraham!  I 
will bless you.”  He said, “Abraham, I will give you—look as far as you can to the 
east, west, north and south and all that land is yours.”  And I am out of time. 
 
I want you to go to airjesus.com.  You can listen to this message--message number 
7382.  You can email it to a friend absolutely free of charge, but thank you so much 
for joining us at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the Word! 
 
Be flexible, be adaptable!  You ever thought about an adaptor?  An adaptor brings 
compatibility between two different parts.  That is what an adaptor is.  And so when 
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you are willing to be flexible and when you are willing to adapt, you are allowing 
two people who are different to be compatible because of your adaptability. 
 
I remember, I bought a cellphone and this particular cellphone I bought, it was 
proprietary and everything that goes to it, it does not work with anything else, it 
has to be made by that company and I had another set of earphones that I wanted 
to use with it and so I had to go buy an adaptor and when I bought the adaptor and 
hooked it up, now, I was able to use this phone which is different with these 
earphones that are different, but the adaptor made them compatible. 
 
And so now, I was able to use it because I had to get an adaptor and so that is what 
we are in relationships, we are adaptors.  We are adaptors.  We have to adapt.  We 
have to be flexible.  We have got to be willing to do whatever is necessary for the 
sake of peace and it brings compatibility.  Praise God, amen, amen, amen! 
 
Praise God, well, this was our final little part.  This is part three of our three-part 
series so I pray that you get your CDs on that.  Go back and listen to it and get your 
Bible out and study it and allow that to play and it has to be a blessing in your 
home and in your relationships and may you be richly, richly blessed and may we 
have harmonious, loving and peaceful relationships. 
 
25:46 


