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Female: You are listening to AirJesus.com and TheOnLineWord.com.  

This is the second part in the “Developing Your Confidence” 

message by C. Elijah Bronner.  This message is number 7386.  

That’s 7386.  Part 1 of this message is number 7385.  To listen to 

both parts, go to the TheOnLineWord.com.  And now for the 

message. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the Word.  We welcome all of you joining us by television, 

those of you joining us at AirJesus.com.  Stay tuned to today’s 

message.  We’re dealing with part 2 of something we started last 

week and I’m really excited about it, so please stay tuned to 

today’s message. 

 

 I would like to share a little joke I heard.  From time to time I run 

across some jokes that are pretty decent, so I like to share them 

when I finally get one.  There was a couple, older couple and they 

went to the county fair and while they were at the county fair, 

there was a pilot there who had a stunt plane and he was taking 

people up for 50 dollars in a stunt plane and he would do all type 

of tricks and he will bring them down. 

 

 And so, this couple really wanted to go on the plane ride; however, 

they really couldn’t afford it.  They had a 100 dollars but that was 

really all they had and so the pilot, he saw that they wanted to do 

the ride and he overheard them, worried about their finances so 

he said “I’ll make you a deal.  He said, “You all pay me the 100 

dollars, take the ride,” and he said, “If you are able to keep from 

saying anything during the flight, when we land I’ll give you your 

100 dollars back.  So they agreed. 

 

 And so, he took them up and he began to do every stunt, every 

maneuver that he could.  He flipped them outside down and he 

did loops and he did dive and he did all type of stunts and 

maneuvers.  And so when he finally landed he turned around to 

the husband, handed him a 100 dollars back and he said, “You did 

it.  You didn’t say one word.”  The husband said, “Yup.”  He said, 

“I almost said something when my wife (00:02:13).”  I see, it took 

some of you a few seconds to really get that. 

 

 Hebrews, go to the Book of Hebrews, Hebrews Chapter 10.  That 

was kind of funny because you all had a delayed reaction before 

you laugh.  I think it’s about -- it’s like three-second delay there.  

Hebrews Chapter 10.  And this is our text that we started with 
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last week.  We’ll use it again.  Hebrews 10:35.  When you get there 

say, “Amen”.  Hebrews 10:35.  Let’s read Verse 35 together in 

unison.  Hebrews 10:35.  Ready, read.  “Cast not away therefore 

your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward.”  Once 

again, “Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great 

recompence of reward.” 

 

 And so, we’re dealing with part two of a subject that we entitled, 

“Developing Your Confidence.”  Developing your confidence.  And 

so, he admonishes us here not to throw our confidence away 

because its important.  Confidence is important, it’s vital.  Our 

confidence is very valuable.  And He says to insinuate and to let 

us know a little bit about the value.  He said it carries a reward, 

and notice, He didn’t say a little reward, He said there’s a great 

reward attached to confidence.  And so, don’t throw it away.  It’s 

important, it’s vital, it’s valuable. 

 

 “Confidence can be the difference between success and failure.”  

Confidence can be the difference between success and failure.  

Robert Collier said, he said, “Your chances of success in any 

undertaking can always be measured by your belief in yourself, 

that your chances of success in any undertaking can always be 

measured by your belief in yourself.”  So, confidence can be the 

difference between success and failure.  Confidence can be the 

difference between winning and losing. 

 

00:05:02 

 

 I was reading a particular author by the name of Brian Tracy and 

he talked about one particular part of his life where he entered 

into martial arts and he said he became a martial arts student 

and he excelled, and really roles to be a great fighter, won a lot of 

awards, a lot of tournaments.  I guess something like James here.  

But he said, one thing that his instructor told him about 

confidence being the key to winning and bringing victory in 

martial arts.  He said that his master teacher told him, he said, 

“Whenever you’re engaged in the match and when you’re in full 

engagement in the match,” he said, “Always inch forward.” 

 

 He said always, “Continually inch forward.”  Just a little bit 

during the match, continually make small strikes forward.  And 

he said, what this does, he said, it causes your opponent to want 

to keep equal spacing between you so it will cause your opponent 

to back up.  And he may not even realize but psychologically, he 
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is trying to keep that space and he’ll psychologically be backing 

up and you’ll be inching forward.  And he said, after a while your 

opponent, he’ll be unconsciously trying to feel where the edge of 

the mat is, and he will be off balance and out of rhythm because 

he is on a mindset of backing down, backing away, when you’re 

inching forward. 

 

 And he said, that one little tip took him to the top even when he 

was fighting fighters who were better, who were more advanced, 

he said that he was able to compete successfully because he 

always inch forward.  That confident.  It was something about 

when a man is inching forward and you are backing up that says 

something about his confidence.  And he said, just that little edge, 

that little slight edge of moving forward and it was really a lesson 

in confidence. 

 

 So, confidence can be the difference between winning and losing.  

It can be the difference between success and failure.  Confidence 

can be the difference between achieving and not doing anything.  

Confidence can be the difference. 

 

 I never forget Rich DeVos, he said, when he was in high school, a 

senior in high school, just a struggling, wandering student not 

knowing what he will ever be, had no dreams, had no gumptions, 

nothing.  And a teacher signed his yearbook and wrote the words, 

“With talents for leadership in God’s kingdom.”  He said a teacher 

pinned those words in his yearbook and he said those words lit off 

the pages of the yearbook and into his soul and they begin to 

direct the course of his life.  Those words inspired him, gave him 

confidence, told him who he was, told him what he could become 

and sure enough he went on to become one of the founders of 

Amway Corporation, and one of the owners of the Orlando Magic 

basketball team.  All because someone inspired him with 

confidence. 

 

 And so confidence can be the difference between achieving and 

not doing anything.  Confidence can be the difference between 

mediocre and being great.  Confidence can be the difference 

between quitting and getting back up again. 

 

 I read a definition I want to re-read to you.  I think it’s worth 

repeating from the encyclopedia and it says this about confidence.  

It says, “Confidence can be a self-fulfilling processing.  As those 

without it may fail or not try because they lack it.  Those with it 
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may succeed because they have it rather than because of innate 

ability.”  So, even the encyclopedia said that confidence can 

sometimes be a self-fulfilling prophecy.  When you believe in 

yourself, when you believe that you can when you think that you 

can that it will cause you honestly, can cause you to succeed where 

others may fail or stop trying simply because they lack confidence. 

 

 And now, I began to understand why the enemy wants you to 

throw your confidence away.  It makes perfectly sense now and 

this is why the writer in Hebrews 10:35 says, “Don’t cast away 

your confidence.  It has a great recompense of reward.” 

 

00:10:00 

 

 Don’t throw it away.  I understand now why the enemy would 

want you to throw your confidence away because when you throw 

your confidence away, he knows that you walk around feeling like 

a failure.  You’ll walk around feeling inadequate.  You’ll walk 

around doubting yourself, doubting your ability.  It will make you 

quit and when you feel this way and see yourself this way, you 

will perform consistently in the manner in which you see yourself.  

And so, you don’t have any confidence, you don’t think your able.  

You don’t think you have what it takes.  You don’t think you have 

any special abilities or uniqueness.  It will cause you to be limited 

in life.  And so that is why the enemy would have us to throw our 

confidence away. 

 

 I like something that Richard Bach said.  He says, “Argue for your 

limitations, and sure enough they’re yours.”  If you argue, saying 

what you can’t do, saying what you don’t have, saying what you 

could never achieve, saying why could never do this or do that.  

Those limitations will be yours.  Argue for your limitations, and 

sure enough they are yours.” 

 

 And so the writer of Hebrews 10:35, I believe that when you know 

the context on which he speaks to us because he was speaking to 

people who suffered some calamities, some hardships, some rough 

time, things that not gone their way, they have suffered a lot and 

lost a lot.  And so, I believe he is speaking to us sometimes when 

we are in the state of life where life has knocked the wind out of 

us, and we are afraid to get back up.  He is saying, don’t cast your 

confidence away.  I believe he speaks to us when we are in 

situations in life where we have disappointments and setbacks 

and failures, and we have received bad breaks and we’ve lost -- I 
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think when we feel like we can no longer strive for our dreams, 

the writer in Hebrews is saying don’t cast your confidence away. 

 

 I believe he is speaking to us when we’re in a situation where we 

don’t see any possibility of things getting better and we begin to 

become discouraged.  He is saying don’t cast your confidence 

away.  I think he speaks to us when there are great obstacles in 

front of us, great challenges before us, when we’re under heavy 

pressures, he is saying to us don’t cast your confidence away.  It 

has great recompense of reward when we feel inadequate when 

we no longer believe in ourselves, when we don’t longer believe in 

our God given abilities, when we don’t think that we can.  I think 

he speaks to us when new opportunities are presented to us that 

challenge us to live our comfort zones, but yet we are afraid.  I 

think he speaks to us don’t cast your confidence away.  I think he 

speaks to us when we are afraid, when we are nervous, when we 

are unsure of ourselves during those pressure moments of life. 

 

 An unknown author said this.  He says, “The best way to gain 

confidence is to do what you are afraid to do.  Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “Just do it.”  That’s one of the best ways to gain 

confidence.  Whatever it is you’re afraid to do, do it, positively 

speaking.  I don’t mean foolishness.  Positive things that will 

propel you and that has potential, do it.  Whatever makes you 

afraid do those things, it will instill confidence in you. 

 

 Here are three characteristics of those who are confident.  

Number one, they are willingly to take risk, they’re willing to 

leave their comfort zone.  Number two, they are willing to admit 

mistakes and learn from them.  Number three, they are willing to 

do what’s right because it’s right regardless of who criticizes 

them.  Those are three characteristics of the confident.  Here are 

three characteristics of those who are not confident.  They won’t 

venture out into new possibilities.  They seek to cover up their 

mistakes.  They behave and act according to what other people 

think, not necessarily based on what’s right.  Those are without 

confidence. 

 

00:15:01 

 

 And I want to share some things with you since we entitled this 

little mini-series, “Developing Your Confidence.”  I want to share 

some things, I have about 10 things that I want to share, and 

these are some practical things that will really help you to develop 
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your confidence in life, as we have seen confidence is powerful.  

It’s really the motor that can cause you great success in life even 

in your spiritual life.  You know the devil he doesn’t even want 

you to have confidence in your prayers.  He will talk you out of 

your prayers.  And so, he’s always after your confidence because 

he can rob you of your confidence then you’ll become ineffective. 

 

 Let me give you about 10 quick things to help you develop your 

confidence.  Number one, “Think about what you have 

accomplished in the past.”  Think about your past 

accomplishment, your past successes, things you have achieved.  

That instills confidence in you.  You will discover that when David 

showed up on the front line and Goliath was out there ranting 

and raving and insulting the people of God, the armies of God that 

David stepped out there and he said, “Let me at him.”  What 

would inspire this young man of small statue against a giant 10-

feet tall?  Well, one of the things that David said that gave him 

confidence, he said, “I killed a lion.  I killed the bear.”  And he 

said, “I’ll cut down this uncircumcised Philistine.” 

 

 See, he thought about his past successes, his past achievements.  

It inspired confidence.  So, think about your past successes, the 

times when you did win.  Things you did do right.  Whatever 

achievements you have.  Whatever it is, I don’t care how small, 

celebrate those small success.  Any efforts of success that you 

have or achievements that you have, celebrate those, think about 

those things, that will help your confidence. 

 

 Number two, “Think about your strengths.”  Find out what it is 

you’re good at.  You have the ability to make people laugh, that a 

strength.  You have the ability to talk to anybody and everybody, 

that’s  a strength.  Find your strengths.  Talk about your strength, 

your unique skills, develop your strengths, develop your potential 

that will inspire confidence, when you’re dwelling on your 

strengths, where you’re getting better in the area that you’re 

strong and fortifying yourself.  Think about your loving 

relationships.  Think about the people that do believe in you.  

Those who love you, those who you have loving relationships with.  

Think on those things.  These are things that will inspire 

confidence in you. 

 

 Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “Make the most of yourself, for that 

is all there is of you.”  He said make the most of yourself, that’s 

all there is of you.  So, focus on your strengths.  Think on your 
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strengths.  Find out, talk about the things you’re good at, your 

uniqueness.  Talk about that. 

 

 See, I don’t focus on what I can’t do, I focus on what I can do.  See, 

I can’t preach like TD Jakes, but TD Jakes can’t laugh like I can.  

So, use your unique skills.  Think about your unique skills. 

 

 Number three, “Develop confidence in you, just develop 

confidence in you.”  Stop negative self-thought.  Stop self-negative 

thought.  That little voice that tells you can’t do it.  That little 

voice that tells you you’re no good, you’re not qualified, you’re not 

able, and it goes on and on.  Stop that. 

 

 I like something that Roderick Thorp said.  He said, “We have to 

learn to be our own best friend because we fall too easily into the 

trap of being our own worst enemy.”  So, sometimes you can talk 

to yourself, that little inner voice on the inside of you sometimes 

can talk you out of certain things and is negative self-thought.  So, 

you want to stop negative self-thought.  

 

 Number four, “Terms of developing confidence is preparation.”  

Prepare.  You’re always more confident when you’re prepared.  

When you’re prepared, you’re ready for the test, you’re ready for 

the game, you’re ready for the interview, you’re ready for the sales 

call.  It didn’t matter what is.  If you’re re prepared, you’re ready, 

it instills confidence in you when you’re properly prepared.  So, 

take time to prepare.  If you need to take a course or you need to 

do some homework or you need to go back to school, you needed 

to get some training, prepare, take time to prepare that will instill 

confidence in your life. 

 

 Number five, “Look for the best in others.”  Look for the best in 

others. 

 

00:20:02  

 

 When you do that, you’ll indirectly bring out the best in yourself.  

When you’re looking for the best in others, you’ll bring out the 

best in yourself.  So, you can do that by complimenting, find 

something that compliment somebody about, look for the best in 

others, that brings the best out of you.  And so, it instills 

confidence. 
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 Number six, “Put a little pep in your step.”  Confident people walk 

a certain way.  They don’t drag around.  They walk with 

confidence.  There’s a confidence in their walk, so you need to put 

a little pep in yourself, change your posture.  Certain times where 

our shoulders are drooping, and our head is dropped, that say 

something that we have no confidence.  Hold your shoulders back, 

look people square in the eye, give them a firm handshake.  These 

are things that instill, convey confidence that you have.  Make 

sure of your appearance.  Make sure you look good.  Dressed well.  

These things have -- a lot of people hold their head down because 

they’re not really making their good presentation of themselves, 

and so they’re lacking in confidence.  So, do those things. 

 

 If you need to work out, then get into shape.  I read a study they 

found that -- they said, “That people who are in shape are more 

confident.”  They are more confident when they’re in shape.  So, 

get in shape.  Go to fitness Friday, right here, get in shape, work 

out, lose the weight, build a muscle.  You’ll find yourself more 

confident when you lean, firm and fit, and in shape.  You have a 

greater air of confidence about you because you know you look 

good. 

 

 Number seven, “Sit down in front.”  It says something about your 

confidence when your down front.  A lot of people like to hide in 

the back, tiptoe in the back, sit way in the back, nobody can see 

them, so they won’t be called on.  They’re shrinking and shirking 

in fear because they are not confident.  Don’t want to be on the 

spotlight.  It says something psychologically when your down 

front.  My father would always sit down in front no matter where 

he went.  I don’t care, he could arrive late, place could be packed, 

he still will find a sit in the front row.  I don’t know how he did it 

but that’s the point, I understand it.  My father was a very 

confident man.  Sit down in front.  He has nothing to be ashamed 

of, nothing to hide from. 

 

 Number eight, “Gratitude.”  Spend time in gratitude every day 

and you’ll realize how blessed you are and how much you have 

that will increase your confidence. 

 

 Number nine, “Help others.”  It makes you feel good when you 

help other people that inspires confidence when you know that 

you have something to offer, someone else to better their life, that 

means it gives you greater worth and value because you have 

given yourself and lifted someone else, that inspires confidence. 
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 Number 10, “Develop your relationship with God.”  Your main 

confidence comes from the fact that you’re a child of God, that God 

loves you, that God created you and that you can walk with God 

and you’re confident in Him, and because you’re confident in Him, 

you can be confident in the God and you, and who He made you 

to be. 

 

 I pray that this little mini-series on confidence has really helped 

to instill and inspire confidence in your life, and when we have 

our confidence levels at a greater level in our lives, we can achieve 

more, we can do more, we’re more good to mankind and to 

ourselves and to the kingdom of God.  When you’re confident 

knowing who you are, who you belong to.  Now, we represent the 

Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  You are not alone.  But greater is 

He that’s in me than He that’s in the world, than I am more than 

a conquer through Him that love me. 

 

 And so, when you realized that you walk with Almighty God, that 

God is on your side, it gives you confidence, and your faith in God 

gives you confidence.  So, meditate on those things.  Get the CDs, 

go back and listen to those areas again and allow those to be a 

blessing in you. 

 

 Thank you so much for watching “Developing your Confidence.”  I 

want you to go to AirJesus.com, you can listen to this message, 

message number 7386.  You can also e-mail it to a friend 

absolutely free of charge.  Thank you so much for joining us today 

at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to AirJesus.com and TheOnLineWord.com.  

This was the second part in the “Developing Your Confidence” 

message by C. Elijah Bronner.  This message is number 7386.  

That’s 7386.  The first part is number 7385.  To listen to both 

parts, go to the TheOnLineWord.com.  Listen to AirJesus.com and 

TheOnLineWord.com often and keep your spirit charged up. 

 

00:24:59 


