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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the Word!  
 
I certainly welcome all of you who are joining us by television and those of you who 
are joining us at airjesus.com; so delighted to have you join us today.  Stay tuned to 
today’s message.   
 
I want to talk about from the subject expect God’s favor.  And just before we would 
look at any Scriptures, I would like to share something humorous that somebody 
emailed me a couple of weeks ago and I saved it and is actually is a golf joke and the 
person knew I played golf, but it was so entertaining that I thought I would share it 
with you and it reads, there is a man and his wife walked into dentist’s office and 
the man said to the dentist, “Doc, I am in one big hurry!  I have two buddies sitting 
out in my car waiting for us to play golf, so forget about the anesthetic and just pull 
the tooth and be done with it.  We have a 10AM tee time at the best golf course in 
town and it is 9:30 already.  I do not have time to wait for the anesthetic to work.”  
The dentist thought to himself, “My goodness.  This is surely a very brave man to 
ask to have his tooth pulled without anesthetics to kill the pain.”  So the dentist 
asked him, “Which tooth is it, sir?”  The man turned to his wife and said, “Open 
your mouth and show him, honey.” 
 
Alright, open your Bibles up to the Book of Psalms 5.  And we will look at just one 
verse here at Psalms 5:12, when you get there say, Amen!  Psalms 5:12 and when 
you get there, let us all read together in unison.  Ready, read, “For thou Lord wilt 
bless the righteous with favor wilt thou compass him as with a shield.”   Let us read 
that again, “For thou Lord wilt bless the righteous with favor wilt thou compass 
him as with a shield.”   And now, we are talking from the subject, once again, expect 
God’s favor!  Expect God’s favor!  It says specifically here that God will bless the 
righteous with favor.  Wilt He compass him as with a shield.   
 
Let me read some other translations.  One translation says, “Thou does surround 
him with favor as with a shield.”  And I believe God wants favor to touch every area 
of our lives and that is why He uses the imagery there of something surrounding us 
and I think this is basically saying no matter which way you turn, whether it is 
your family or your finances or your job or out in the market place or your business 
or your health, I believe God wants to make his favor available to us in all aspects of 
life.  No matter which area of life it is and so He surrounds us with it, so it does not 
matter if it is illness in your body, I believe that God wants to favor you with his 
healing.  I do not care if it is family trouble, I believe God wants to favor you with 
His solutions and with His love and with His wisdom.  He wants to favor us in every 
area of our life.   
 
Some other translations--I like the way this one reads, it says, “Thou oh Lord has 
covered us with armor of favor.”  It is called favor and armor—something that is on 
you to protect you.  God thou has covered us with the armor of favor.  And some 
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translations refer to favor as being God’s good pleasure.  He will surround you with 
His good pleasure, with His good will, with His loving kindness.  Basically what it is 
saying, God loves you so much.  God is pleased with you and He is smiling on you 
and He wants to smile on you in every area of your life.  He wants to show you His 
good will.  He wants to show you His good pleasure.  He wants to show you His 
loving kindness and He gets a kick out of doing it. 
 
And so I believe it is really God just smiling on us and doing good things and having 
good things to happen to us in all of life.  I have read something that a friend of 
mine sent me a while ago and I kept it, and it was a definition that he had heard 
about favor and he really liked it and he sent it to me and so I kept it and it says 
this—this is one definition of favor.  Favor is the irrefutable, undeniable, 
irreversible, irrevocable blessing of God that He bestows upon a believer that 
cannot be traced directly to any human origin.  Divine favor!  Expect God’s favor.  
Expect God’s favor—in the Greek, in the New Testament, Greek—this word favor 
comes from the word “charis” which happens to be the same Greek word that we get 
the word grace, so favor literally is God’s grace.  I do not think it is all of God’s 
grace, but favor comes out of God’s grace, is a part of God’s grace.  In fact, some 
Bibles translate grace as unmerited favor.  Favor you know is not something you 
have earned or something you deserve, but it is unmerited.  It is something you did 
not work for.  It is the grace of God.  It is God favoring you because He loves you.  
God is favoring you because He is such a good God.  Because He is so rich and He 
lavishes His grace and His blessings upon us and He is happy to do it.  That is the 
favor of God. 
 
Like I said, this favor sits on you like armor one translation said to protect you.  It 
surrounds your life, in fact, today, I really did not feel that well today and I felt so 
bad at one point today I started to call someone else to come and stand in for me, 
but then, I just said, well, God I just trust your favor.  I trust your favor and as the 
day went on, the better I felt and as I was driving here, I felt really good and as I 
am standing here, I feel just perfect.  Well that is the favor of God!  That is the favor 
of God, it sits on you like armor that it surrounds you.  So I do not care what the 
areas I ask for favor, in the area of sickness because I was not feeling well, so I said, 
“Lord, God, I need favor for healing.  Touch my body, God.  Let me feel better.”  I 
asked for His favor and I believe God was gracious and kind enough to do it because 
at this moment, I feel no sign or any trace of what I felt earlier.  That is the favor of 
God!  That is the favor of God!  Expect God’s favor.  I do not care what area of life it 
is, expect God’s favor.  It is simply God smiling on you.  It is God wanting to do you 
good.   
 
Now, keep in  mind, I said that this word favor comes from that Greek word, 
“charis” which means grace as well and I begin to realize that favor which comes 
out of grace is God’s graciousness to us and now, as I understand, I did not really 
put this together until I was studying this, but now I understand that wherein the 
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Bible says the Lord is gracious.  The Lord is gracious.  That is translated—He is 
disposed to show favors.  That is His disposition.  So when the Bible says the Lord is 
gracious.  In fact open your Bible up and flip over to Psalms 1:45,  you will see it 
there.  Look at verse 8—notice what it says, read that first line with me; “The Lord 
is gracious.  The Lord is gracious.”  Translate it, the Lord is disposed to show favor.  
That is His disposition.  That is what He is like.  He is disposed to show favor.  So 
favor comes out of that word, grace—comes out of the grace of God and it is the 
graciousness of God.  He is so gracious and He is so gracious that He graces us with 
His favor.  It is the graciousness of God so it is His kindness.  It is His loving 
kindness.  It is His graciousness.  He is just so gracious! 
 
Let me read something to you—this has become one of my favorite verses in all of 
the Bible and I have been reading the Bible and studying the Bible probably for—I 
have been preaching for 20 years, so I have been reading the Bible a long time, but I 
would say within the last year or so, I came across this verse in the Amplified Bible 
and it has become—it is kind of a new favorite of mine.  I did not even know that it 
was there, but let me read it in the Amplified, Isaiah 30:18 and this is in the 
Amplified Bible and it is a beautiful verse.  It is a powerful verse, but listen what it 
says here, it reveals the character of God and in fact, I really went on a hunt one 
time through the Bible, hunting the character of God.  I wanted to know who He 
was and what He was like and you cannot really truly know God without first of all 
seeing Him in His word and His Word reveals who He is and so I just went on a 
hunt to find the character of God and virtually every book of the Bible, the 
character of God is revealed to us, who He is and this is one part of Him that is 
there without fail in every Book of the Bible and His graciousness; it is His longing 
to do us good and to love us and to be merciful and to be kind. 
 
And so Isaiah 30:18 in the Amplified Bible, it reads as such, “And therefore, the 
Lord earnestly waits expecting, looking and longing to be gracious to you.”  Now get 
a hold of that and after we just talked about the fact what gracious means—that is 
that part of Him that wants to show favors, notice now God is looking.  He is 
longing.  He is expecting.  He is waiting to be gracious to you and that is powerful!  
That is powerful.  God is looking, longing and expecting, waiting to show favors to 
you, to do favors for you, to be gracious to you, and therefore, He lifts Himself up 
that He may have mercy on you and show loving kindness to you for the Lord is a 
God of justice and it says, “Blessed, happy, fortunate to be envied are all those who 
earnestly wait for Him, who expect and look and long for Him for  His victory, His 
favor, His love, His peace, His joy and His matchless unbroken companionship.”  Is 
that not a wonderful verse? 
 
For the Lord is a God of justice and blessed are all those who are waiting, looking, 
expecting  God in His graciousness, His favor, His love, His peace, His joy, His 
victory, His matchless, unbroken companionship.  And so this says to us that God is 
waiting.  He is waiting, longing to be good to us!  Looking and longing for an 



 - 5 -

opportunity to show His favor, to show His graciousness, to show His goodness and 
then the flip part of that verse, it tells us that we need to be doing something.  We 
need to be looking, longing and expecting His favor.  Expecting His victory, 
expecting His love and His peace and His joy and His matchless unbroken 
companionship. 
 
And so that is just a powerful, powerful verse that reveals the character of God and 
the heart of God and how He is longing to show us favor and to do us good to be 
gracious to us.  I would like to read a couple of other definitions of favor.  Favor is 
the power and goodness of God doing something for us that we neither earn nor 
deserve.  It is the power and the goodness of God doing something good for us that 
we neither earn nor deserve.  Favor is to help us, in fact in Hebrews—it says come  
to the throne of grace that we might obtain mercy and find grace as it were grace 
again to help in time of need. 
 
So favor is to help us, is to assist us, is to provide us with special advantages, once 
again, I believe it is God smiling on us—it is God giving us preferential treatment.  
It is God saying that you are special and I want to do something special for you.  I 
want to wink my eye at you just to let you know that I am God and I love you and I 
want to do something on your behalf.  And well, I thought about favor through an 
experience that I had this past week as I was traveling and I was in the airport and 
I needed to check two bags.   And now because of the gas crisis and so forth, they 
have it now where they charge you, they only allow you to check one bag free and if 
you try to check two bags, now there is an additional $25.00 charge.  And I did not 
know that and so I stood there looking like a deer in headlights when the guy told 
me that it was going to be an extra $25.00 to check two bags.  And I did not have 
any choice, I could not leave the bag because I thought about leaving the bag and I 
said, “No, I need the bag!”  The bag has some nice stuff and because I needed the 
bag and I sitting there and thinking $25.00, you could buy a whole suitcase for 
$25.00. 
 
And so, I said, okay, I have no choice.  I said, my hands are tied here.  I said, if I 
have to pay it, I just have to pay it.  And so, he took my information and my 
confirmations so he went to go print off my boarding passes and he came back and I 
gave him the $25.00 as he went.  He came back, handed me my boarding passes and 
he handed me my $25.00 back.  He said and this is what he said and this where I 
thought about favor.  He said, “For some reason, the computer will not charge you 
the $25.00.” 
 
He said, I tried it two or three times, for some reason, the computer would not tag 
the $25.00 charge on to your price in your tickets, and so he brought me my money 
back and I said, “Give me my money!”  And I smiled, honestly, I smiled at him, but 
on the inside, I was just saying, “God, thank you so much for your favor!”  Thank 
you for your favor!  Thank you for your favor, God! 
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I just smiled because I knew that God was smiling on me!  God was doing 
something that I did not even expect.  I was not even looking for and this is what is 
so great about Him.  Even when you are not expecting, even when you are not 
deserving or looking for, you have earned it.  He will do it anyway just because He 
is God and He loves you.  He loves you and He wants to do it.  He is longing to do it.  
He is eager to do it.  The Bible said, remember Isaiah 30:18, he said, “He is looking 
for opportunities to show His favor to those who walk up rightly as we will find out 
in some other Scriptures before we leave, but, anyway, I was just overwhelmed and 
even during all of my travels, I was overwhelmed with the favor of God that I kept 
bumping into everywhere I went.  All of the conveniences and in fact at one time, I 
was about to miss a flight and a couple who—they were in line ahead of me and 
they turned around to me and my son and they said, “You all come and get in our 
spot.”  They said, “Our flight is not until this afternoon, so we have plenty of time.”  
They did not even know me or anything.  They just turned around and said, “You 
all—“  and they had no idea that me and my, we were about miss our flight because 
we were in this long line and trying to get through security, but this couple just 
turned around—you all hear what I just said, this favor just turned around! 
 
This couple just turned around and said, “You all take our position in line so that 
you can make your flight.”  I said, “Wow!  That is the favor!”  You know people do 
not get out of line and give the spot in a long line!  You do not give up your spot in 
the long line for anybody!  They were so gracious and just so kind and I just saw the 
graciousness of God.  Just the favor of God operating—honestly, during my travels, 
I was really overwhelmed with a number of gifts and conveniences and just 
instances of God’s favor smiling on me and all the things afforded to me and all 
the—I just felt God smiling on me everywhere and it just overwhelmed me and I 
just sat back and just kind of reminiscing there about the favor of God, the 
graciousness of God!  The graciousness of God! 
 
So begin to expect God’s favor.  Begin to expect God’s favor!  I even have favor with 
the police officer.  On this same particular flight, the one I was running late on, they 
had a police officer in a stop sign at the entrance of the airport and this was a 
foreign city to me because I had only been there once.  I was not familiar with how 
they operate it, but I was speeding up through the entrance at the airport and then 
realized that there was a stop sign that I had just passed with the police officer just 
standing by the stop sign and he was looking like—because I was driving right 
down him.  And so, I came through the stop sign and oh my God!  I just ran past a 
stop sign with the police officer leaning on the stop sign!  It is one thing to run a 
stop sign, but it is a whole different ball game to run a stop sign while the 
policeman is standing there. 
 
And so I stopped and he wanted to know what in the world was I doing!  Anyway, 
long story short, he gave me a little warning.  He said, “Sir, the next time, you stop 
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at the stop sign.”  But he let me go and did not give me a ticket, and once again, the 
favor of God; the graciousness of God, and so I just bumped into the favor of God 
everywhere I went and I was just so blessed.  Let me read this Psalms 84:11, you do 
not have to turn there, but it says, “For the Lord God is a sun and shield.  The Lord 
bestows present, grace and favor.”  Notice present, grace and favor and future glory, 
honor, splendor and heavenly bliss!  No good thing will he withhold from those who 
walk up right there.  I want you to begin to expect God’s special help and no that 
God wants to do it.   
 
Those of you who are watching, I want you to go to airjesus.com, you can listen to 
this message, message number 7389—Expect God’s Favor and you can email it to a 
friend absolutely free of charge.   
 
Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, 
you need the Word. 
 
Praise God, amen! Amen! Amen!  Praise God!  Give God some praise just for His 
favor!  Just for those special instances that God wants to surround you with his 
favor as a shield.  He wants to put the armor of favor on you wherever you go just to 
remind you that you are a child of His and is not because you are so special, it is not 
because of who you are, but rather, who you are because He is God and He is our 
Heavenly Father and we are children, we are blessed with favor just by spillover.  
His glory and honor spills over on us just because of who He is.  The weight of His 
majesty is just so great, it spills over onto His children and so we are blessed on 
earth, each and everyday of our lives, begin to expect and to look for the favor of 
God; the graciousness of God throughout your day. 
 
26:11 


