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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the Word! 
 
We welcome all of you who are joining us by television or those of you joining us at 
airjesus.com.  Stay tuned to today’s message. 
 
I just want to share something about those times where you feel like things just do 
not go your way and I want to show you God’s purpose in that and something to give 
you a different perspective of those times that we all encounter in our lives.  And I 
would like to just share something humorous.  You can actually open your Bibles, 
our text will come from the Book of Ephesians 1 where our text will come from, but 
before we read our text, I will read something somebody sent me.  It was sort of a 
list of things that make you go, “Hmmm,” things that make you wonder and I will 
just read this quick list.  The first one says, why are they called stairs inside, but 
steps outside?  Why do toasters always have a setting that burns the toast to a 
horrible crisp no one would eat?  Why is it called Alcoholics Anonymous when the 
first thing you do is stand and say “My name is Bob and I am an alcoholic?”  Why is 
there is a light in the refrigerator, but not in the freezer?  If croutons are stale 
bread, why do they come in an air tight package?   Is French kissing in France just 
called kissing?  And the last one is, what do people in China call their good plates? 
 
Just a little food for thought, give you something to think about!  I am going to go 
home and check the lights and see if I have got a light in my freezer there! 
 
Ephesians 1, let us read verse 11.  Ephesians 1:11, and let us read that together in 
unison, ready, read! “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance being 
predestinated according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will.”  Let us just read that one verse once again, “In whom also 
we have obtained an inheritance being predestinated according to the purpose of 
Him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.”  Now notice, he works 
all things after the counsel of his own will!  Not my will, not your will, but he works 
all things after the counsel of his own will. 
 
And I just want to use that as the subject, the Master’s Plan.  There are plans—
three words that I kind of find synonymous when talking about this and you will see 
that he works according to the counsel of his own will and you will see three words 
that are sort of synonymous and that is his will, his plans, and his purpose and I 
kind of use those interchangeably, but he works all things after the counsel of his 
own will!  His own will—is that not awesome to think about that that God is not 
working something based on your will or my will.  He is doing it on his own will.  In 
other words, he is letting us know that God has a plan.  Turn to your neighbor and 
say, “God has a plan!”  So he is not working off of anybody else’s plan.  I do not care 
what is happening in the earth, I do not care what happens when you look around, 
God is working all things according to the counsel of His own plan.  He is not 



 - 3 -

working on the government’s plan.  He is not working on any other plan.  He is 
working by the counsel of His own plan. 
 
And I will tell you, I had an experience this week with that particular verse and 
normally, I minister right out of whatever is happening to me that week and 
because God sometimes, He arrests me and shows me certain things and so that is 
normally the thing that I will minister on during the week and this past week, I 
was involved with a situation and in this particular situation that I was involved 
with, things did not go the way that I thought they would go. 
 
And so, on this particular day that the things did not go the way I thought they 
would go, the next morning, I woke up and the moment my eyes opened, this verse 
was—I do not know how to describe it, but it just sort of rose up in my spirit and it 
is like the verse was speaking and the Bible says that God’s word will lead you.  It 
says that God’s word will keep you and it says, when you go, it will lead you.  When 
you sleep, it will keep you and when you awake, it will speak with you.  And so if 
you get enough of God’s word in you, God will visit you with His word.  He will 
speak to you often times through His word.  His word will speak to you and that is 
one of the promises of God.  It will lead you when you go, it will keep you while you 
sleep and when you are awake, it will speak to you. 
 
And so this particular morning, the moment my eyes opened, this verse rose up in 
my heart, in my mind and I just recalled lying in bed for a second and thinking and 
meditating on this verse that just came seemingly out of nowhere, but I know it was 
not out of nowhere, it was God’s spirit revealing something.  God was bringing 
highlight to this particular verse because it was applicable to the situation I had 
dealt with the day before  and if the day before, I recall, things did not go the way 
that I thought they would go and so the next morning, I awake to this verse that 
God works all things according to the counsel of His own will! 
 
And so it was like God was letting me know that my will supersedes your will.  My 
way is higher than your way, my thoughts are higher than your thoughts, my plan 
maybe different from your plan and so I have got the thinking, well, maybe things 
did not go the way I thought they would go.  Maybe God has something else in 
mind, and sometimes, you will have to ask yourself that when in life, you deal with 
situations that just do not go your way and you sort of cannot make sense out of 
them and you know that they are just frustrating. 
 
A lot of times, you need to stop and say, “Well, maybe, just maybe God has 
something else in mind.”  So do not frustrate yourself too hard, kicking against 
things that you might think is the devil preventing you or stopping, maybe God has 
something else on His mind, maybe He has a different plan in mind than what you 
have and what you are looking for or thinking about and so that particular verse 
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there, God who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will.  After the 
counsel of His own will! 
 
Let me read that in another translation.  Another translation says, “For it is He 
who is at work everywhere carrying out the designs of His will.  It is He who is at 
work everywhere carrying out the designs of His will!  And so I have got the 
imagery of God here as a Master Builder and God as a Master Builder, He is 
carrying out, He is working on, He is building the designs of His own will!  And so 
as if, God is not only the Master Builder, He is the Master Architect as well. 
 
He designed the plan and not only did He design the plan, He is the one that puts 
the plan together.  And so He is a Master Architect and a Master Builder all rolled 
up into one!  Most times, when you find builders, they are building according to the 
designs of an architect, to the blueprints that they have been given, but God is a 
Master Builder who is building according to His own blueprint.  He designing the 
blueprint as He is building.  He is building according to the designs of His own will--
according to the counsel of His own will.  Just to show you how important God’s will 
and He makes emphatic emphasis about His will.  Notice here in Ephesians 1, 
notice some of the verses here, how it mentions the will of God and I think that God 
is trying to arrest our attention to make sure that we catch a hold of the will of God!  
Not the will of men, not your will, but the will of God!  The designs of God!  The 
Master Builder who operates and works according to His own designs! 
 
And so notice, look at verse 1 and just look for the word will—something about the 
will of God.  Look at verse 1, “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ noticed by the will of 
God!”  He was an apostle by the will of God.  He was not just haphazardly an 
apostle.  He was not haphazardly chosen.  He was not just born an apostle.  It was 
not by chance that he would know, but by the will of God.  And I want you to see the 
sovereign providential moving work of God as a Master Builder who does 
everything according to his design—according to the counsel of His own will. 
 
And so He builds based on His own blueprints, and so notice verse 5 and once again, 
look for the word, “will;” talking about the will of God.  Look at verse 5, Ephesians 
1:5, “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself according to the good pleasure of His will.”  You are a child of God by the 
will of God.  You are a child of God by the will of God.  So notice here, I do not think 
it is by accident that the Holy Spirit keeps saying over and over, all of these things 
are happening by God’s will and we are talking about the Master’s Plan.  The 
Master’s Design!  The Master’s Purpose or the Master’s Will!  And also, notice Verse 
9.  Look at verse 9, “Having made known unto us the mystery of His will according 
to His good pleasure, which He have purposed in Himself,” and then the last one 
there, verse 11, where we read our text, “In whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance being predestinated according to the purpose of Him who worketh all 
things after the counsel of His own will.” 
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So notice just in those first eleven verses  how many times the writer keeps drawing 
our attention to the will of God, the purposes of God, the designs of God and this is 
God’s blueprint, God’s design!  God’s plan!  And God’s blueprints are always the 
best.  He is a Master Builder and I am telling you, no one can build somebody else’s 
design like the person who designed it.  He designed it and He did not just design it 
and given it off to somebody else to build, He designed it and then built it.  A Master 
Builder and a Master Designer! 
 
Let me read something to you from Romans 8:28 that signifies God’s eternal and 
unchangeable plan.  You do not have to turn that because I am going to read it from 
the Amplified Bible, but this will and design and this purpose, this plan, it signifies 
God’s eternal and unchangeable plan!  It establishes the strong confidence of God’s 
purpose in our lives.  His fixed and unalterable will!  His providential will, His 
sovereign will and Romans 8:28 in the Amplified, it says, “We are assured and know 
that God being a partner in their labor all things work together and are fitting into 
a plan, for good too and for those who love God and are called according to His 
design and purpose.”  So notice, all things work together and are fitting into a plan 
for good to those who love God and are called according to His design and purpose. 
 
And so, we do not always understand our circumstances.  We do not always 
understand certain things that happen to us.  We do not always understand why 
certain ways are brought.  We do not always understand why we do not get our way, 
but after some time goes by and you look back, so many times, so often, you are 
thankful that God did not give you those things that you wanted where you wanted 
them.  I mean, how many have been through some class reunions and you are 
thankful? 
 
You are thankful that God did not—and so often, things that do not make sense to 
us, things we do not understand, we do not get our way sometimes, we are puzzled 
and we are perplexed and sometimes, we are even disappointed, not realizing all 
along that God has a plan.  God has a plan!  And Jesus himself, He prayed this way 
even when He got to a certain point He did truly want to experience, but 
nevertheless, Jesus said, “Not my Will, by Thine Will be done!”  And I think this is a 
prayer that we should all incorporate in our lives for the will of God to be done! 
 
So often, we just run off and try to do our own things and we never pause and say, 
“God if this is you, God if you want me to have it,” or  “Lord, if it is not for me,” how 
often do we pause long enough to seek and search and feel and find the will of God 
for our lives.  And so that is a powerful, powerful prayer that we should pray not my 
will, by thy will be done!  We want God’s will.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “We 
want God’s will for our lives.” 
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Now, let me share three things with you that I have come to realize about God’s 
purpose about God’s plan or God’s will, number one, God’s way is perfect!  God’s 
way is perfect!  His way is right.  His way is sure and even when things do not make 
sense to us in the natural, we can rest assured that God’s way is perfect.  God 
knows what He is doing. 
 
Flip over quickly if you will to 2 Samuel in the Old Testament.  2 Samuel 22 and 
look at verse 31, notice what it says, “As for God, His way is perfect.  The word of 
the Lord is tried.  He is a butler to all of them that trust in Him.”  Verse 32, “For 
who is God says the Lord and who is a rock, save our God,” Verse 33, “God is my 
strength and my power and He maketh my way perfect.”  So notice it says it twice 
that God’s way is perfect.  That is one thing that you can rest assure about the 
Master’s Plan.  His way is perfect!  You never have to second guess it.  You do not 
have to worry about it.  God’s way is perfect. 
 
Number two; the second thing that is really important that you should understand 
dealing with God’s purpose and His plan and His design for us.  Number two, God 
has a good plan for you.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “God has a good plan for 
me.”  Turn back to your neighbor again and say, “God has a good plan for you.”  
Now this is a confession you need to make all the time, especially when things you 
just feel frazzled and you feel like things are not going right, you need to just stop 
and confess, “God, my God has a good plan for me.”  My God has a good plan for me!  
He is working everything after the counsel of His own will and I know His way is 
perfect and I also know, number two, that He has a good plan for me. 
 
And so, that is the second thing you need to know that God has a good plan for you.  
Listen  to Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the thoughts and plans that I have for you 
sayeth the Lord.  Thoughts and plans for your welfare to prosper you and peace and 
not for evil, but to give you a future full of hope!”  That is the plan of God, so God 
has a good plan for you.  God has a good plan for you.  Let me also read Ephesians 
2:10, listen to this in the Amplified, “For we are God’s own handy work, His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus, born anew that we may do those good works 
which God predestined, planned before hand for us, taking paths which He have 
prepared ahead of time that we should walk in them living the good life which He 
prearranged and made ready for us to live.”  God has a good plan for your life. 
 
Turn to your neighbor and say it again, “God has a good plan for your life!”  It is not 
a plan of evil.  It is not a plan of failure.  It is not a plan of misfortune.  It is not a 
plan of misery.  It is not a plan of selfishness.  No, it is a good plan!  Say, “It is a 
good plan!”  That is the plan He has.   
 
The third thing that you need to know is that God is in control.  It is not our job to 
direct God.  God is in control!  And I want you to just understand the Master’s Plan.   
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Those of you who are watching or listening, you can go to airjesus.com and listen to 
this message, message number 7390.  You can also email it to a friend absolutely 
free of charge.   
 
We thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, 
you need the Word! 
 
21:27 
 


