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C. Elijah Bronner:  Thank you for joining brothers of the word because 

brother you need the word.  We are so delighted to have all of you all who are 

joining us by television or joining us at airjesus.com.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  

I want to help you to overcome adversity in your life.  And you can open your Bible’s 

to John 16.  The gospel of John chapter 16 and also as you are putting a finger there 

in John 16 to view it all so put a finger in 1 John-- 1 John Chapter 5.  1 John is back 

at the back of your Bible just a couple of books before the Book of Revelation so it 

should not be hard for you to find 1 John Chapter 5 and also the Gospel of John, 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John.  The Gospel of John Chapter 16 but I want to read—

we will read John 16 first and then we will flip back and read first John.  But John 

16 and I am going to actually read this one verse, verse 33.  I am going to read it 

from the amplified Bible and you can read it whatever version you have but the 

amplified reads as this, it says, I have told you these things, so that in me you may 

have perfect peace and confidence.  In the world you have tribulation and trials and 

distress and frustration but being of good cheer, take courage, be confident, certain, 

undaunted for I have overcome the world.  I have deprived it of power to harm you 

and have conquered it for you. 

 

So, we are talking about  overcoming adversity and also flip over if you will to 1 

John Chapter 5 and let us just read verse 4 and 5 there—1 John 5:4,5.  And let us 

read together in unison. For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world.  And 

this is the victory that overcometh the world even our faith.  Who is he that 

overcometh the world but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God.  And so 

once again, you see the thing they are overcoming, overcoming and so we are 

talking about overcoming adversity.  Nobody said that it was going to be easy.  

Nobody promised that life would just be a bed of roses, free from any pain, suffering, 

troubles or trials.  Nobody promises that.  And if they did they lied to you.  But we 

will always in this life have challenges, adversities, and struggles.  They are simply 

a part of life.  Someone said that pain is inevitable but suffering is optional.  And so 

in other words trials are going to be here, challenges are going to be here, struggles 

are going to be here, adversity is going to be here.  And the problem that I felt is 

that it is often many of us we give up too easy when we are challenged, when there 

is an adversity.  We throw in the towel.  We quit and so I feel that there is 

something from God’s word that tells us to—that we are not quitters but we are 

overcomers. That we are not to run and duck our tails in the face of a challenge and 

the face of adversity, but the Bible says, the Bible is—I like the bible.  The Bible is 

very confident so it just things like fight the good fight of faith.  Notice that fight the 

good fight of faith.  Fight!  So, if the bible let you know there is a fight.  Fight the 

good fight of faith.  So, you got to fight.  So, it enables you, you got to fight.  You 

have to fight. 

 

You have to fight.  Be willing to fight.  I like that.  Be willing to fight.  Fight the 

good fight of faith and you see it is a good fight when you win.  That is a good fight.  

That is a good fight when you win.  So, fight the good fight of faith. 
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The Bible says to endure hardness as a good soldier in Christ Jesus.  Notice that, so 

the Bible is not some limp rested, easy-going just floating through the flowery beds 

of ease of life.  No, the Bible is a warrior.  The Bible tells us no, you have to fight.  

You got to be willing to fight.  You got to be a soldier and you got to have—there is 

going to be some tough things in life.  There are going to be some hard things and 

some challenges that are going to come against you.  And you got to have the 

opportunity to see what you are really made of.  Okay and so the Bible teaches us 

that we are overcomers.  We are overcomers.  We are more than conquerors.  And so 

there is a spirit of fight.  Turn them into a spirit of fight.  Sometimes you got to have 

the spirit of fight.  I like that, a spirit of fight, a spirit of fight as believers in order 

to overcome adversity.  And so we have to have some type of resiliency and some 

resolve and some determination and we have to have some fight in us when odds 

are against us.  And I want you to know that life will have some perils.  Life will 

throw some things at you.  Somebody said Ben Cansela he said life will eat your 

lunch and the bag you brought it in. 

 

I mean life is vicious.  Life is vicious.  And nobody is to immune to—and I do not 

care how good you are.  I do not care how much you pray.  I do not care how much 

you read your Bible.  Nobody is immune to the adversities that happen in life.  They 

are a part of life.  If there were no adversity, you could not call it life.  Life is made 

up of—adversities are a part of life.  It is a part of the make-up of life.  You have to 

have adversities in life because they are a part of life.  And so if you do not adversity 

you are really truly will have no life.  But there is a spirit of fight that we as 

believers should have.  That God has not called us to just cave in and quit when 

things get tough but he has called us to fight, to come back and to fight and to 

overcome adversity.  I believe adversity is there for us to overcome it.  You would 

not have champions if there were no hurdles.  There would be no champion runners 

if there were no hurdles to leap over.  And so adversities are there for us to conquer, 

for us to overcome.  God does not intend for us to be defeated and depressed and 

whipped and duck our head between our tails and run from the adversities of life 

when things get too rough and we just want to quit.  We want to cry. 

 

And it is too difficult.  And we cannot go on and oh little old me, poorest me.  And I 

cannot believe all this is happening and my world is—I am almost cursed right 

there.  Yes.  You are all lucky I am a preacher because I do not know I was cursing 

right there.  No, the Bible, it means for us to have some backbone.  Some courage, 

some tenacity, some determination, some dogfight in us.  Life is not easy.  It is not 

easy and it takes something to overcome the adversities of life.  They are meant to 

challenge us.  They are meant to push us.  I read something that I want to read and 

this was actually a Mountain Wings a long time ago but I kept it because it is just 

really—it was so good and it just me such a powerful point about overcoming 

adversity and having some fight.  Having some fight.  Turn to your neighbors and 

say, you got to have some fight in you.  There are some people listening to me right 



7404 

now and you just—were at the point of throwing in the towel.  You have been 

discussing about how you can take it any longer and it is just too much to handle, 

and you just about to have a nervous breakdown, about to give up on life. 

 

 Somebody might be contemplating suicide.  I just got to get out.  I cannot take it, 

no, no.  God intends for you to overcome adversity.  Did you notice that Jesus said 

he said, hey, cheer up!  He said there is tribulation in the world that is true.  But he 

said I have already overcome the world.  I have already overcome the world and if I 

have overcome the world and if I am in you, that makes you an overcomer too.  The 

same spirit of Christ, the same spirit of Christ that he used to overcome the world 

resides in you right now.  That is why he will not let you quit.  He will not let you 

cave in.  He will not let you be defeated and in despair because he has the spirit of a 

champion.  He has the spirit of victory.  God is a winner.  And this is the victory 

that overcometh the world even our faith.  You have noticed at 1 John 5 talked 

about he said anybody that is born of God overcometh the world.  If you have God’s 

nature, if you confess God’s name, if you have God’s spirit by default you are an 

overcomer.  You are a champion because you have a part of God and Jesus let them 

know, he said, I have already overcome the world.  I have already whipped the 

devil.  I have already overcome evil.  I have defeated hell, death, and the grave.  I 

have already defeated all of the trials in life and I have deprived them of their 

power to harm you. 

 

And so we are all overcomers.  And so there is a spirit in us that will call us to fight, 

to fight, to fight.  Turn to your neighbors and say, to fight!  There is the spirit in us 

that calls us to fight. 

 

Listen to this, this is in mountain wings.  And it is entitled Mighty Mouse.  Taiwan 

firefighters caring for a foot long viper tossed a tiny mouse in the cage as a snack 

but then watched as the mouse turned mighty and killed the snake.  The very little 

rodent skirted in and out of range of the snakes gaping jaws and long fangs.  It 

darted in for a bite and skidded away constantly on the attack.  At the end of a 

fierce 30 minute battle at the fire station the snake was dead.  The mouse had 

barely a scratch on him, one fireman told the told the paper. 

 

And I want you to remember this moue when things get tough.  Do not give up.  

Keep swinging.  Keep fighting.  Keep hoping.  Keep praying.  Keep working because 

God is on the inside of you and God is a winner.  God is a champion.  God is an 

overcomer and by default that is why the Bible says anything born of God 

overcometh the world.  You have no choice.  Greatness is in your DNA.  God is in 

your DNA.  He is in you.  And he is already deprived the world of his power to hurt 

you.  Praise God.  Amen!  I like that little mouse.  They thought they would 

throwing that little mouse in there to be a snack but that little mouse said not 

today, not today.  And he was against overwhelming odds.  You know mice are the 

normal snacks for a snake.  But this mouse said I know that odds are against me.  I 
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know whether it has always been but he said, not today, I am an overcomer.  And I 

am going to fight, and I am going to fight, I am going to find a way to fight and stay 

alive and so that was a powerful, powerful message there that the little mouse 

teaches us about overcoming adversity. 

 

So, God did not create us— Turn to your neighbor and say God did not create us to 

quit.  He did not create us to quit.  That is a powerful force on the inside of us that 

when we are faced with adversity and challenges and problems in life there is a 

powerful force on the inside of us that enables us to bounce back and to rise up and 

to even come back stronger than where we were before.  Normally, when problems 

and adversities come against people, either three things one or three things will 

happen either they will be defeated and destroyed by the adversity.  And that is 

your option, option number one.  Option number two, they will survive.  You can be 

a survivor which is not bad.  You are just on the edge of slipping back into defeat 

but you have survived.  But then there is option number three where you can not 

only survive but you thrived.  You come back stronger than you were before the 

opposition came.  And I believe that is where God wants us to be where he uses 

opposition as a catapult where it takes us back as if we are going to be defeated but 

then when we overcome, we actually are launched further than we were before the 

opposition came.   

 

And so you got to make up your mind which one of those three categories of people I 

am going to be.  I am going to be defeated, I am going to survive, or I am going to 

comeback stronger and thrive.  Which one?  Which one of you and you want to be at 

the thrive category?  I want to come back stronger and thrive.  I want to come back 

stronger and thrive. 

 

I read some wonderful examples of people who had just extreme adversities in life 

and who came back and refused.  Let me read this one.  This is about a man and his 

father.  And they were engineers—architectural engineers.  And the son’s name is 

Washington and his father’s name is John.  And John the father had a dream to 

build the Brooklyn Bridge and so this is a hundred years ago.  So, he had a dream to 

build the Brooklyn Bridge and experts at that time believed it was impossible but 

John finally persuaded the city to support his project.  He and his son Washington 

were the lead engineers and the only ones who knew how to build such a bridge.  

After just a few moths into the project, there was an accident that took the life of 

John and left his son Washington with permanent brain damage.  And although 

John after this accident, he was unable to speak, he was unable to write, he was 

unable to walk.  His mind was still alert.  Even after suffering brain damage, his 

mind was still alert and he could move one finger.  He can move one finger. 

 

Determined to realize his father’s dream, he developed a code which made it 

possible to communicate with his wife by tapping on her arm with his finger.  This 

is all he had.  All he had.  All he can move was his finger but he developed the code 
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of communication with his wife by tapping on her arm with his finger.  Washington 

tapped on his wife’s arm for 13 years relaying all the instructions for the engineers.  

Today, the Brooklyn Bridge stands as a testimony of how we can overcome any 

obstacle if we choose to do so. 

 

So pain is inevitable but suffering is optional and so obstacles I believe are part of 

life and all of them may not be fair but it is just the way life is.  We do not 

understand everything.  We do not know why certain things happen to certain 

people but we are in this system.  We are in the game and since we are in the game 

we have to play it.  We do not dictate the rules.  And that the rules of life say that 

there are adversities, there are struggles.  Things will happen that you do not 

understand but I want you to know that even through all of the things that we face 

and all of the things that we go through in life.  I want you to know that the spirit of 

God is still on the inside of you and there is an innate resiliency that is born into 

your heat by the spirit of God.  And God still is able to be with us.  He never leaves 

us.  He never forsakes us no matter what happens to us in this life.  And because of 

our faith, you notice what 1 John said is our faith is the reason that we overcome 

the world because of our faith and the fact that God is with us.  No matter what 

comes, no matter what lies and no matter what happens God is with us. 

 

And because of our faith that he is with us in everything and through everything 

and throughout all the trials of life it gives us an innate resiliency and ability to 

bounce back.  A power that refuses us to quit, a power that refuses to cave in, a 

power that refuses us to be defeated, a power that will continually strive to be 

where God has called you to be, and it is the power to overcome any obstacle that we 

face in life.  And so today is just part one but I am going to deal with this for at least 

a three-part series and getting into the specific ways on how to overcome obstacles 

and what they mean and why they come and why, we have them and all of it.  We 

will get into a lot of the ins and outs of these obstacles as we go along these next 

couple of weeks but there are some powerful things that God wants us to get a hold 

of about overcoming obstacles in our lives.  And I want you to know that one of the 

biggest keys and I will give you this key.  I really did not want to get in to any keys 

today but I will you this key.  One of the biggest keys to overcoming obstacle is 

keeping a winning attitude, keeping a winning attitude. 

 

Keeping a winning attitude that is sole key.  Thomas Edison, back in 1914 his 

laboratory was burned, caught on fire and most of them were destroyed by fire and 

he had a lot of important research all of his documents relating to his important 

research.  Millions of dollars of equipment was lost.  And 67-year old Thomas 

Edison, as he walked through the rummage of what was left from the fire, this is 

what he said, and I love his winning attitude.   you know there is great value in this 

disaster.  He said all of our mistakes are burned up.  So you know Thomas Edison, 

he failed about 10,000 times before he created the light bulb so he had all those and 
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said the great thing about this fire all of our mistakes are burned up.  And he said 

thank God, we can start anew. 

 

What a winning attitude.  What a winning attitude.  Thank God, we can start anew.  

Another key to that is you have to have, and I am getting ahead of myself and I did 

not mean to release this but it is just oozing and I cannot help it.  Keep a great 

sense of humor.  Even in that fire, Thomas Edison while the fire was blazing, he 

told his children, he said go get your mother.  She would never see another fire like 

this again. 

 

I am out of time.  I want you to go to airjesus.com.  You can listen to this message, 

message number 7404, Overcoming Adversity.  You can also email it to a friend 

absolutely free of charge.  Thank you so much for joining us today at brother of the 

word because brother you need the word. 

 

 

You are listening to Airjesus.com and the Onlineword.com this was the first 

message in the overcoming adversity series by C.Elijah Bronner.  This message is 

number 7404 that is 7404 the next message is number 7405.  To listen to the entire 

series click series on the Onlineword.com.  Listen to Airjesus.com and the 

Onlineword.com often and keep your spirit charged up. 


