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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining brothers of the word because brother, you 

need the word.  We welcome all of you who are joining us, my television, those of 

you who are joining us at AirJesus.com, certainly delighted to have you and we ask 

you to please stay tune to today’s message. 

 

And he said unto them, “Which of you shall have a friend and shall go unto him at 

midnight, and say unto him, “Friend, lend me three loaves.  For a friend of mine in 

his journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.”  And he from 

within shall answer and say, “Trouble me not.  The door is now shut.  My children 

are with me in bed.  I cannot rise and give thee.”  I say unto you, “Though he will 

not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he 

will rise and give him as many as he needeth.  And I say unto you, “Ask, and it shall 

be given you.  Seek, and ye shall find.  Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.  For 

every one that asketh, receiveth, and he that seeketh, findeth, and to him that 

knocketh, it shall be opened.” 

 

And I want to read Verse 8 in the Amplified Bible because Verse 8 has a word there 

“importunity”, which really is the essence of the entire scripture that has its sort of 

blind that does not really a word we used often today.  And so, I want to read it at 

the Amplified Bible so that you could hear exactly what Jesus was saying then.  

Verse 8, in the Amplified it reads, “Although he will not get up and supply him 

anything because he is his friend, yet because of his shameless persistence and 

insistence, he will give him as much as he needs.” 

 

And so, I just want to use that as a subject today, the power of persistence, “The 

Power of Persistence”.  I love one translation.  One translation said that this way it 

says, “His shameless persistence will make him get up”.  Will make him get up, and 

so, I begin to see that the bible teaches this powerful principle of persistence and it 

highlights this principle over and over again throughout the scripture.  You recall 

Jacob in the Book of Genesis, when the angel visited him there that Jacob grabbed 

and hold of that angel, and you see this example of persistence.  Jacob said, “I am 

not letting you go until you bless me,” and it was something about the persistent 

that grabbed that Jacob put on that angel, that it calls Jacob to receive his blessing. 

 

And so Jesus highlights the same principle saying that there is some part of our 

being if we will take on a tenacious spirit, tenacious attitude and attitude of 

tenacity.  If we’ll refuse to take “No” for an answer.  If we’ll refuse to be denied.  If 

we’ll have this dogged determination in where we’ll make a decision not to give up 

but we will grab and hold with persistent to the very thing that we are after. 

 

And the bible teaches that this principle about persistence that we’ll be able to lay 

hold on things that otherwise we would not have if we didn’t use this power of 

persistence.  You will realize that this man who knocked on his neighbor’s, his 

friend’s door, he left there what exactly what he came there to get.  He got the bread 
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he wanted.  But if he had not persisted, he would not have been able to obtain the 

very thing that he needed.  And so, we’re able--the bible is letting us know that we 

are able to lay hold on things, otherwise, we would not have.  So, it just lets us know 

that we could be living without some things that we could have if we had simply 

persisted.  We could have achieved some things that we have, if only we had 

persisted.  We could have some things in this life if only we had persisted long 

enough. 

 

In other words, I think the bible is really testing the notion of how bad do you really 

want it.  There are some things that when you want them bad enough, you’re 

willing to have a dogged determination not to live until you get what you came for.  

And that’s the power of persistence that the bible highlights here. 

 

Not too long ago, we heard from a young man, we actually went to a seminar.  He 

did a seminar on how he received a half of million dollars in his college scholarships.  

And he told his story, he said that he was determined to go to college.  He said his 

mom and dad did not have the resources to send him but he said that he was 

determined.  e was not going to let the lack of money stop him from going.  And he 

that said he got out and he said that started knocking on doors seeking scholarship 

funds, and he said that he got on the internet and he did all types of that--he said 

that he worked as if it was a part time job seeking scholarship fund.  He said that 

he would knock on one business door and sure enough, some businesses that he 

would find that they would have $500.00 scholarship and he would take two or 

three of those.  He moved from place to place but he said at the end, he had over a 

half of million dollars in scholarship. 

 

He said not only did they pay for his education but he bought him a house out of it.  

All because he had a dogged determination, he had them.  He topped into the power 

of persistence.  He refused to be denied.  He refused to accept the answer “No” and 

he just would not give up.  It was a tenacity of spirit and this is that same power 

that the bible highlights over and over again.  It’s a tenacious spirit.  It is the spirit 

of, and just power of persistence that we are to have and possess if we are to obtain 

some things in our spiritual lives as well as in our natural lives. 

 

I believe that there’s so much in Jesus when he gives us story.  He is teaching on 

prayer and I believe that there is so much in prayer.  We have not received because 

we haven’t persisted in it long enough.  Because we were not doggedly determined 

to get what we wanted, and I believe that a lot of times, God simply tests us just to 

see how bad you really want it. 

 

I remember my brother Dale, he said that when he was just a teenager, he was 

determined to find out who his wife was because he said, he didn’t want to waste a 

lot of time dating every Mary, Sue and Jane.  He said that he wanted to know who 

his wife was, right at the beginning, so that he wouldn’t waste time dating other 
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time.  And he said that he went into his bedroom to pray about it.  And he said, as 

he walked into his bedroom, he said this out to the Lord.  He said, “God, I wouldn’t 

get out on my knees and I’m going to pray and ask you to show me who my wife is.”  

And he said, “I am not leaving until you show me.” 

 

I want you to know, he stayed in there some hours.  But when he came out, he knew 

exactly who his wife was on a short time after that, she bumped into him at school, 

fell at his feet.  She dropped her books at his feet and he smiled.  And he said, “The 

Lord is good.”  But I’ve noticed that he had a persistent.  He topped into the power 

of persistence when he went in that bedroom.  He said, “God, I’m not coming out 

until I know who my wife is.”  So he took hold of something. 

 

In a lot of times, we have not received from God by prayer because we haven’t 

persisted long enough.  We haven’t had that tenacity to grab hold of what belongs to 

us and what we are entitled to take what’s ours.  And so a lot of times, God had just 

simply say, how bad do you really want it?  Turn to your neighbors and tell them, 

“How bad do you really want it?” 

 

And so sometimes we quit, we give up too easy because we don’t see anything 

happening.  And because nothing happens, we give up after a short period of time.  I 

want you to know that a stonecutter can take a hammer.  And a stonecutter can 

take a hammer and he can beat us a rock 99 times, and nothing may happen.  But 

on the hundred time, that rock could split clean in half.  And even though it 

appeared during the 99 times that he beat on the rock nothing was happening, 

something was happening.  He was weakening the rock even though it didn’t look 

like it. And with that one blow, blow number a hundred, it can split it clean in half.  

And sometimes we give up because it appears nothing is happening, and we stopped 

to quit. 

 

I run across an interesting scripture about that.  Listen to what it says here, “It’s 

not my word like as a fire,” sayeth the Lord.  And like a hammer that breaketh the 

rock in pieces.”  I thought that was so amazing.  God says his word is like a 

hammer.  His word is like a hammer.  And your circumstance is like rocks and 

sometimes we beat on those rocks with God’s word because we don’t see anything 

happen, we stop, we quit.  It looks like nothing is happening so we give up.  All the 

time that if we had simply persisted, if we had persisted hammering on that rock.  

After a time, maybe on your hundred blow, that rock was split wide open.  God said, 

His word like a hammer.  His word is like a hammer, and so you got a hammer.  

You got to take God’s word and hammers on things.  Everything is not going to fall 

apart.  The thing that you are trying to break loose in your life is not going to fall 

apart instantly.  It takes time.  It takes persistence.  You got to hammer away at it 

with God’s word, and that’s the message that Jesus was sharing with his friend who 

just kept knocking at his friend’s door.  And his friend wouldn’t open that door, his 

friend said, “Look, he hollered up”.  He said, “Hey, we are sleeping here”.  He said, 
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“I got my kids in bed with me, we are not out, we are not getting up”.  He said, “He’s 

jacket isn’t here and I’ll catch a cold if I get up”. 

 

And you know, his friend kept knocking.  His friend hollered back, “I am not 

leaving, so you get up and come to this door and give me what I need.”  And he did, 

and then that friend finally realizes, I better get up and see what he wants and give 

him what he needs to get rid of him because of his shameless persistence.  And so, 

and something about that power of persistence that is wonderful in our lives.  We 

will just keep hammering away.  Hammering away, you are going to keep speaking 

God’s word in your situation.  I don’t care how long, just keep hammering away.  It 

may not look like anything is happening but you got to know, you are weakening 

the circumstance every time you speak God’s word over it.  Every time you—it’s 

another blow to that rock.  His word is like a hammer.  His word is like a hammer. 

 

I remember my next-door neighbor.  She ran out to meet me one day when I was out 

in the yard.  She was so excited.  She came over to me and she said, she said the 

reason I’m so excited.  She said, “My husband just received the Lord Jesus as his 

savior.  He was just saved the other day.”  And she said, “That’s not only why I’m so 

excited.”  But she said, “I had been praying for him for 20 years.”  Twenty years she 

had beating that hammer up against that rock.  I start to say against that rock, he 

had defeated.  But she have been beating that hammer against the rock.  She 

refused to let her husband go to hell.  She refused to let him be in eternity without 

God in other darkness, in other torment.  She refused to lose to what she loves so 

much into an eternal damnation.  She said, “For twenty years, I prayed for him to 

be saved.”  And she said, “Today, my prayer has been answered.”  Folks, that’s the 

power of persistence, The Power of Persistence.  You got to take the hammer of 

God’s word.  The hammer of God’s word and beat it against the rock of these 

circumstances. 

 

I recall a gentleman who had a terminal illness, and he had been to church and the 

particular ministry had preached downhill and there was one scripture that this 

gentlemen kind of hold off, which was Matthew 8:17, which says, “Himself took our 

infirmities, and bare our sickness.”  He got a hold of that one scripture, and he said 

that he took that scripture home with him.  And he said that he would say it several 

times throughout the day.  And he said that he would say it, he did this day in and 

day out.  He did it for weeks.  He did it for months.  And he said one day after about 

six months of doing that, he said all of a sudden, that scripture exploded on the 

inside of him.  And he was completely healed of his disease. 

 

You see, what did he do?  He took God’s word, which is a hammer.  And he persisted 

in hammering that rock.  And so, too often, we’ve been giving up too easily.  We’ve 

been quitting all too soon, quitting too soon.  I like something that Thomas Edison 

said.  He says, “Many of life’s failures are people who did not realize how close they 
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were to success when they gave up.”  People don’t realize how close they are to 

success when they give up. 

 

Harriet Beecher Stowe, she said, “When you get into a tight place and everything 

goes against you, until it seems as though you could not hang on a minute longer.  

Never give up, for that is just the place and time that the tide will turn.”  That’s the 

power in our persistence.  And so, the bible shares this power throughout the 

scripture, we find that those who persisted in their pursuits were the ones who 

received the price. 

 

Pastor read in our opening scripture as the service began, he read about the little 

widow woman who just wearied the judge, the unjust judge and she went to him 

day and night with her request until finally, the bible says, he said, “Let me go 

ahead and answer this woman’s case before she wears me out.”  And so the bible 

says, by her continuous coming.  That’s the power--then once again, there’s Jesus 

given that illustration.  Folks, there was power in persistence.  There’s power in 

continuing to pray.  Don’t give up.  Some of you have been praying for your love 

ones.  Don’t give up on them.  Some of you have been praying for a certain situation.  

Don’t give up on your faith.  There’s power in persistence.  You maybe be beating up 

against a hard stone that just may take a lot of leaks before that stone is cracked 

but keep the hammer of God’s word going forth even if it seems like nothing is 

happening.  There is a power in persistence.  And so, you’ll find the bible 

highlighting this attribute of persistence throughout scripture. 

 

Some powerful testimonies of people who achieved and people who received what 

they were after because they refused.  They refused to give up and the bible just 

uses those things as an illustration to us to show us that if you don’t give up, and if 

you will shamelessly persist, you will be successful not only in the things of God but 

you’ll be successful in life. 

 

I like the story in the book of Matthew.  I think it’s Chapter 15, where the woman 

came and her daughter was possessed with a devil, and she came to try to receive 

healing for her daughter.  And she went to Jesus and the bible says, “Jesus ignored 

her.”  And I believe Jesus was teaching a powerful lesson, that in life, you will face 

opposition.  In life, you will be ignored when you are trying to accomplish 

something.  This woman was not only ignored then the disciples came and asked 

Jesus to send her away, and I think Jesus was send to it, in life you will be rejected. 

 

And then Jesus went on to insult the woman.  He called her a dumb.  He said, “It 

wouldn’t be right to take the children’s bread and give it to dogs.”  Called her a 

dumb insulted her but the woman kept coming.  The woman kept coming and she 

said, “Master, even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from the master’s table.”  And 

when she said that, Jesus threw his hands up and said, “Oh woman,” he said, 

“Bring me your daughter”.  Her daughter was healed from that very hour.  She 
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persisted.  She didn’t allow rejection.  She didn’t allow insult.  She didn’t allow her 

being ignored.  She didn’t allow opposition to stop her.  And I believe Jesus did that 

on purpose just to say, “Hey, you got to persist if there is something you are going to 

want bad enough.”  And I think he was testing the woman to see how bad she 

wanted her daughter to be healed.  And I think God does as the same way, just to 

see if you are going to hold up, if you don’t get it the first day you pray.  Just to see 

if you are going to hold up the first month if it didn’t happen for you.  Just to see 

what you’re made out of, just to see if they are some sticktuitiveness(ph) inside of 

you to keep you coming back, to keep you hammering your circumstances with the 

rock of God’s word. 

 

Folks, there’s power in persistence if we will simply persist and go after the things 

that God wants us to have in life.  I love it.  I read some wonderful accounts from 

some people who persisted and overcame. 

 

There’s an admiral by the name of Admiral Peary and he says, he attempted to 

reach the North Pole seven times and failed but, he made it on number eight.  He 

persisted.  Oscar Hammerstein had five shows.  He was a producer, that flop, each 

one only last at less than a week.  But his sixth show, Oklahoma, ran for 269 weeks 

and gross $7 million.  He persisted.  John Creasy received 743 rejection slips from 

publishers before one word was ever published.  But, he eventually published 560 

books, which have sold more than 60 million copies.  The Power of Persistence. 

 

We are out of time.  Those of you, who are watching, I want you to go to 

AirJesus.com and you can listen to this message, message number 7425.  You can 

listen to it absolutely free of charge, and you can email it to a friend absolutely free 

of charge.  Thank you so much for joining us today at brothers of the word because 

brother, you need the word. 


