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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, 

you need the Word. 

 

We welcome all of you who are joining us by television and those of you joining us at 

airjesus.com.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  We're doing part two of something we 

started last week entitled “The Power of Persistence.”  And I’d like to share 

something that was sort of humorous but yet interesting that Peter, our audio, 

video engineer emailed me a couple of weeks ago and I thought it was really good 

and this is entitled “How to Stay Safe in the World Today.”  The safest place, 

number one it says “Avoid riding in automobiles because they are responsible for 

20% of all fatal accidents.”  Number two it says “Do not stay home because 17% of 

all accidents occur in the home.”  Number three it says “Avoid walking on streets or 

sidewalks because 14% of all accidents occur to pedestrians.”  Number four it says 

“Avoid traveling by air, rail or water because 16% of all accidents involve these 

forms of transportations.”  Number five it says “Of the remaining 33%, 32% of all 

deaths occur in hospitals so above all else avoid hospitals.  But you will be pleased 

to learn that only .001% of all deaths occur in worship services in church.  And 

these are usually related to previews physical disorders.  Therefore, logic tells us 

that the safest place for you to be at any given moment point in time is at church.” 

 

And check this out, it says “And bible study is safe too.”  It says “The percentage of 

deaths during bible study is even less.  So, attend church and read your Bible.  It 

could save your life, under the same management for over 2000 years.”  I like that.  

Praise God!  It's good to know that we are in a safe, safe place.  We read a particular 

passage there.  We've began a series on last week entitled “The Power of 

Persistence.”  “And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall 

go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves, for a 

friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him?  

And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and 

my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee.  I say unto you, though 

he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his 

importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth.  And I say unto you, 

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 

unto you.” 

 

And so we're talking about the power of persistence particularly Verse 8 which uses 

the word importunity that says that this friend of his wouldn’t answer the door and 

give him what he needed because he was his friend but he would do it because of his 

importunity.  And, I didn’t know what that meant so I read it in the Amplified Bible 

and the Amplified Bible defined importunity as shameless persistence.  Because of 

his shameless persistence, his friend would get up and answer the door and give 

him what he was there to get, the loaves of bread.  And so we're talking about the 

power of persistence.  I like something that an unknown author said, he uses 

something he called the AP formula.  This was an AP formula for being successful 
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and he said, “Plan purposely.  Prepare prayerfully.  Proceed positively,” and then he 

finally says “Pursue persistently.” 

 

So we're talking about the power of persistence.  This power that’s in us that causes 

us not to quit, not to cave in and not to give up.  Don’t quit.  Don’t cave in.  And, 

don’t give up.  Well, don’t quit on your prayers.  Jesus specifically, he was teaching 

on prayer and he said, “Don’t quit on your prayers.  Don’t quit on your faith.  Don’t 

quit on any promise that God has given you that you have taken for yourself.”  The 

Bible says that all the promises of God are yes and amen.  Don’t quit on the promise 

of God.  Don’t quit on your dreams.  Don’t quit on achieving in life.  Your persistence 

will make some things happen in your life.  I read last week of one translation says 

that this man’s persistence would make his friend get up and answer the door.  And 

it lets us know—Jesus was saying to us that your persistence will make some things 

happen in your life. 

 

I love the scripture because the scripture really applauds those men and women 

who showed shameless persistence—persistence where they were not ashamed to be 

heard.  Now folks I'm telling you that you if you will stand at the door and knock 

loud enough and long enough, you're going to wake somebody up.  Somebody is 

going—you're going to get somebody’s attention.  You're going to change some—

you're going to demand something and this is what the scripture is saying that 

there is a demand that you can put on life itself.  There's a demand that you can put 

on this universe and you can demand and make some things happen in your life 

because of persistence. 

 

I love this essence.  I thought about this essence where Jesus was passing by and 

there was a blind man on the side of the road named blind Bartimaeus.  And he was 

blind and he heard that Jesus was passing by.  And so Bartimaeus decided to try to 

get Jesus’ attention because he wanted to be healed of his blindness.  And so he 

hollered out “Have mercy thou Son of David!”  And everybody around Bartimaeus 

turned to him and said “Ssshhh, be quite.  Don’t disturb the Master” and while they 

were saying that to Bartimaeus, he hollered louder.  He said, “Have mercy, have 

mercy thou Son of David, have mercy!”  They can't shut him up.  The more they 

tried to quite him down, the louder he gets.  It was a shameless persistence.  He 

refused to be denied.  He refused to quit.  He refused to cave in.  He was shameless 

in his persistence and Jesus heard it. 

 

And when Jesus heard it, the Bible says Jesus stopped and said, “Bring him here.”  

It was because of the shameless persistence of this man, he was healed.  Folks, you 

can demand some things in your life.  You can demand.  You can make some things 

happen in your life by your shameless persistence.  There's something about 

persistence that unleashes a drive and a determination in us that can unlock some 

doors for us.  I like something that Isaac Barrow said, he says “Nothing of worth or 

weight can be achieved with half a mind, with a faint heart, and with a lame 
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endeavor.”  He says you’re not going to get anything if you got half a mind, faint 

heart and you give it a lame endeavor.  In other words, he is saying that you’ve got 

to be persistent.  You’ve got to be bold in your persistence.  You got to have a 

shameless persistence. 

 

And I love Verse 9 where we're reading at Luke Chapter 11 Verse 9, Jesus goes on 

and even illustrates it further.  He says ask, seek, knock and the implication is he is 

using a present tense usage and it denotes continuous asking, continuous action in 

each of those three things.  And so what is really denoting is ask and keep on 

asking.  Seek and keep on seeking.  Knock and keep on knocking.  And so Jesus is 

bringing out the power of persistence.  He said there is something powerful because 

he said that you may not get it the first time you asked, you may not find it the first 

time you seek, no one may open the door the first time you knocked and so keep 

asking, keep on asking.  Seek and keep on seeking, knock and keep on knocking 

because one time may not be enough and that’s what he is trying to say.  One time 

may not get it done.  It may not be enough. 

 

You know, I get so frustrated when I send my kids to get something for me or to 

look for something and I tell them exactly where to go and they’ll come back and say 

“I couldn’t find it.”  And I’d say “Where did you look?”  And they’d say “Well, I 

looked on the drawer, it wasn’t there.”  What I'm saying is I'm beating myself on the 

head when I look at him and said “Did you think to look anywhere else?  Pull out 

the drawer.  Look under the bed.  Look in the refrigerator.  Look in the cabinet.  I 

want to know that you looked when I send you for something.  Don’t just give up 

and say you can't find it and you didn’t see it.  No.  Be persistent.  Go on a hunt for 

it.  Look for it.  Search for it.  Ask and keep on asking.  Ask your mama.  Ask your 

sister.  Ask your brother.  Keep on asking.  Keep on seeking.  Keep on knocking.  Go 

next door and knock on the next-door neighbor and ask them if they’ve seen it.” 

 

The power of persistence, so the Bible is letting you know you may not get it the 

first time around but don’t quit.  Don’t give up.  Don’t cave in.  You may not find it 

right away but don’t throw in the towel yet.  No, no, no.  The Bible says “To him 

that endureth to the end, he shall be saved,” the one who sticks with it, the one who 

continues their drive and don’t chip away at whatever he is endeavoring to do, 

that’s the person that’s going to make it.  And so the Bible says some proverbs.  I 

love this real life account of something I've read a few years ago, I shared with you a 

few years ago but I thought about it as I was studying for this message.  Tony 

Robbins tells of this event that happened to him and a group of people.  Him and a 

group of volunteers they were in New York City and they were there on a mission 

for the Thanksgiving Holiday.  And, they wanted to go out and pass out baskets in 

the local and impoverished areas just to be a blessing. 

 

But they have one problem.  Because it was a holiday season, they were not able to 

rent a van because all the vans were rented out already.  And so Tony Robbins and 
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his group of volunteers stood out and they turned the tone in and they said, “We 

can't do it because there are no vans available.”  Tony Robbins looked back at his 

volunteers and he said, “What do you mean that there are no vans?”  He said, “Look 

down the street, there are a lot of vans.  Look up the street I see a lot of vans.”  He 

said, “The problem is not that there's a shortage of vans, we just don’t have one.”  

And he said, “Let's take this thing to the street.  Let's take a different approach.  

Let's go to the stop light and let's start waving people down.” 

 

So they got down at the middle of the street and they started waving any van down 

that came by.  And people not only did not slow down, some of them sped up getting 

away from them.  So that didn’t work.  Then they decided to go to the red light and 

so people have to stop at the red light.  When vans would pull up to the red light, 

they would go to them and knock on the window and tell them what they were 

trying to do and ask them if they can use the van and most people said no.  So that 

didn’t work.  And so then they said, “Well, let's offer people $100.00.”  And so when 

vans were pulling up to the red light, they would tell them what they're trying to do 

and now offer them $100.00 to use their van.  But when the people heard the areas 

that they wanted to go in to distribute, the vans, they were not interested so that 

didn’t work. 

 

And so the volunteers were ready to give up.  They said, “It's not working.  We're 

not successful.  We're not going to be able to do it.”  Tony Robbins said, “Keep 

trying.  Keep trying.  Keep asking.  Keep knocking.”  And by that time, a van pulled 

up to the light.  They went up knocking on the window, told them what they were 

trying to do and the man said, “Yes, I’d be more than happy to take you all.”  He had 

a big van, perfect, plenty of room for everybody and it's the best.  He said, “I’d be 

delighted to take you all.”  And he reached over on the front sit, he had a hat and he 

put it on his head and it says Salvation Army.  And they achieved the mission.  He 

took them.  They bought groceries.  They made the baskets and they went all over 

New York delivering it.  And, Tony says “That miracle happened because they 

refused to quit, because they were determined, and because they were persistent.”  

And he said, “Miracles like that can happen everyday in your life when you refuse to 

quit.”  When you’ve make up your mind and just stick to it and go after it, you can 

make things happen in your life.  That’s the power of persistence. 

 

I like something that Napoleon Hill said, he said, “Effort only fully releases its 

reward after a person refuses to quit.”  When you refuse to quit, that’s when your 

efforts really begin to give the reward.  When you make that decision, “I'm not 

quitting,” then your efforts begin to payoff.  As I've thought about all of the 

persistence incidents in the Bible where men and women achieved great things and 

great miracles happened, I began to study them to glimpse some things that I could 

share with you.  And some common characteristics that I've noticed about them—

and so I just allow the Holy Spirit to speak to my heart, show me some things that 

were in common, some things that we need to have as a part of our personality, part 
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of our characteristic in terms of persistence.  And these are some.  I just jotted down 

five or six things.  These are some things that the Holy Spirit sort of brought to my 

mind. 

 

Number one, know exactly what you want.  That’s one common trait I found, know 

exactly what you want.  Blind Bartimaeus knew exactly what he wanted, he wanted 

his sight.  The woman who persisted and came to Jesus, she knew exactly what she 

wanted.  She wanted the healing of her daughter.  The woman who wearied the 

judge, she knew exactly what she wanted.  She wanted the judge to avenge her case.  

And you will find—I went to every story that I can find.  Every incident and every 

account in the bible, one thing I found in common, they all knew what they wanted.  

Turn to your neighbor and say know exactly what you want. 

 

Number two, I noticed that we need to put forth some continual effort.  Put forth 

some continual effort.  Number three, I noticed that we need to try some different 

ways.  If one way didn’t work, try another way.  Try some different ways.  There 

was a man who tried to get in to be healed but he couldn’t get in because the front 

door was blocked because of the crowd, guess what?  They decided to go to the roof.  

They tried another way.  So try some different ways.  Number four, explore all 

possibilities.  Explore all possibilities.  Number five, be resourceful, be resourceful, 

be creative, be creative, and think outside of the box.  And number six, don’t quit.  

Don’t quit.  They didn’t give up. 

 

So those are just six little items that I noticed as I studied different accounts and 

incidents throughout the Bible.  There are six things.  They knew exactly what they 

wanted.  They put forth continual effort.  They tried some different ways.  They 

explored all possibilities.  They were resourceful and they were creative and they 

did not quit.  So make sure that you incorporate these things in your quest of 

instilling and living out this characteristic of persistence.  Napoleon Hill also said 

this, “The majority of men meet with failure because of their lack of persistence in 

creating new plans to take the place of those that fail.”  Just because something 

fails, he is saying that people don’t make it because they don’t create in a new plan 

to take the place of those which fail.  So you got to be able to try some different ways 

and explore all possibilities. 

 

I love—this woman came to me one day and she was unemployed and she was 

asking me and she said she have received a word from somebody that she needed to 

not to look for a job but just sit at home and wait.  And she asked me if that was a 

correct advice.  I said “Ma’am, you know if God speaks to you directly and you trust 

the Holy Spirit and you know that this is something God is revealing to you and you 

have a relationship with God enough to know it's Him, I don’t doubt a bit that God 

can do a miracle if he instructs it.  But you got to make sure it's from him,” and 

she’s not sure.  But I said, “However, from common sense, common wisdom would 

dictate to you Ma’am, you need to be in every career fair.  You need to be filling out 
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applications everywhere.  You need to be sending your resume all over online and 

pass it around everywhere, every place.”  She said, “Thank you Pastor.”  Let me 

read something Charles F. Kettering said, he said something similar.  He said, 

“Keep on going, and the chances are that you will stumble on something, perhaps 

when you are least expecting it. I never heard of anyone ever stumbling on 

something sitting down.” 

 

Praise God!  Praise God!  I was thinking about some things that cause us to give up 

and cave in and quit and pull back from persisting in our endeavors in life.  And, I 

wanted to share just a few of those things that keep us from persisting that makes 

us quit.  Number one, our past keeps us from persisting.  Sometimes when you have 

so many failures, sometimes when you’ve been scarred, you’re afraid to try again.  

And so sometimes, the fear from things from my past will keep us from persisting.  I 

read an interesting experiment several years ago about elephants on how they train 

elephants.  They take a baby elephant and they can put a peg and tie that baby 

elephant down, keep him there for a long time.  And even when that baby elephant 

grows into a two-ton adult elephant, that same little peg holds the elephant even 

though the elephant has the strength to pull it and go anywhere he wants.  He is 

scarred and he refuses to try because he has given up because he couldn’t pull it up 

when he was a little baby and his past keeps him from trying again.  So our past 

keeps us from persisting. 

 

Another thing that causes us to stop persisting is when it takes longer than 

expected.  When it takes too long, we give up.  Abraham waited for 25 years for the 

Promise Land.  What if he had given up after 24 years?  25 years, when it takes 

longer than we expect. 

 

For those of you who are watching, I want you to go to airjesus.com.  You can listen 

to this message “The Power of Persistence”.  Its message number 7426 and you can 

email it to a friend absolutely free of charge.  And we thank you so much for joining 

us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the Word. 


