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Female: You are listening to AirJesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com.  

This message is number 7433.  That’s 7433.  The title of this 

message is “What Makes God Happy Part 1” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  And now for the message. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  We welcome all of you who are joining us by 

television.  Those of you joining us at AirJesus.com, stay tuned 

to today’s message.  We are just so excited to have you joining us 

today and delighted that you tuned in. 

 

Open your Bible if you will to the Book of Zephaniah which is a 

tiny book, only three chapters and it may be a little difficult for 

you to even locate, but I’m going to help you out.  Go to the last 

book of the Old Testament which is Malachi and then flip back 

about three or four books, may be two books, then you are in 

right into Haggai and Zechariah and then you’ll hit a little book 

called “Zephaniah”, Zephaniah, Zephaniah.  When you get there 

say, “Amen.”  Zephaniah Chapter 3.  Did my directions help you 

a little bit to find it? All right, all right.  Well, let’s look at 

Chapter 3, Chapter 3.  And let’s begin reading at Verse 17 and 

we’ll read through Verse 20.  Zephaniah Chapter 3, beginning of 

Verse 17 and we’ll read Verse 17 through 20.  Let’s read 

together in unison.  Ready?  Read Verse 17, “The Lord thy God 

in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save, He will rejoice over 

thee with joy; He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee with 

singing.  I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn 

assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a 

burden.  Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: and 

I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven out; 

and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they 

have been put to shame.  At that time will I bring you again, 

even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you a name 

and a praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back 

your captivity before your eyes, saith the Lord.” 

 

And I want to focus on Verse 17.  Verse 17 says, “The Lord thy 

God is in the midst of thee -- the Lord thy God in the midst of 

thee is mighty; He will save -- just any case you had any 

questions about that -- He will save, He will rejoice over thee 

with joy; He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee with 

singing.”  And I just want to use as a subject, “What makes God 

happy.”  What makes God -- I’ve woke up one morning this week 
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and those words just came right into my spirit and I know it was 

the presence of the Holy Spirit.  God given just some divine 

inspiration there, imparting there and telling me.  He just -- I 

just heard those words.  What makes God happy?  Turn your 

neighbor and say -- ask them that question, “What makes God 

happy?”  What makes God happy?  I just love this verse. 

 

Notice that verse again, Verse 17, “He will rejoice over thee with 

joy, so God’s happy right there.  He will rest in His love.  He will 

joy over thee with singing.”  And I just love it.  I just love the 

way that Zephaniah describes in human terms.  He describes 

the rejoicing of God.  And he does it in human terms and he puts 

that in a way -- he puts that in human terms so that we can 

easily understand and relate to it and identify with it.  And so, 

he puts -- he paints his picture of God rejoicing in our terms, the 

way we rejoice.  And he said, “God’s going to rejoice over you 

with great joy.  He’s going to be singing and dancing and just 

having ball all over you.”  And so, I just love the way he 

personifies God having these emotions. 

 

00:05:05 

 

These are human emotions but puts them on God and so he 

paints his picture here of God just having a ball.  God’s just 

rejoicing and dancing and singing enjoying all over you.  All over 

you.  So, he personifies these expressions.  These emotions of joy 

and happiness, he personifies them with God in human terms 

and I just loved it.  And I begin to just think, I said, “Let me get 

a picture in human terms what this will look like.  What God 

will look like in human terms rejoicing.” 

 

And I thought about one of the game shows.  It still comes on a 

day but it was popular probably 20, 30 years ago, “The price is 

right.”  And I have never seen such exhilaration and jubilation 

as when one of those contestants would win a new car.  It was 

something a back in old days 20 years ago.  To win new car man, 

those people will literally almost tear up the stage rejoicing.  

And I thought about it and so that’s probably a good picture of 

God in human terms of how he will rejoice over us.  If I had to 

get a picture of him rejoicing.  And I also thought about, I 

thought about sports in the inner field specially.  I said, “I love it 

when a player in the inner field while receiving or running back, 

I love it when they get in the end zone.”  The new thing, now, 

many of them do backward flips.  Just jubilating in jubilation 
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over the test now.  They literally flip over backwards.  And so, 

they are just so gymnastic and in light on their feet.  And I said, 

“That’s a picture of a person in human terms rejoicing.” 

 

And here’s a picture of God rejoicing again and we were able to 

picture him.  In human terms, that’s another picture.  Also, I 

thought about my main man Tiger Woods.  And I said, “Well, if 

God was rejoicing in human terms over us, what would He look 

like.”  Really rejoicing.  And I thought about I say, “He’d be 

probably would look something like Tiger.  After Tiger (00:07:19) 

a 40-foot plot to win the tournament, the fist pumping action of 

Tiger was, “what a picture of joy and rejoicing?”  In exultation, I 

said, “Maybe that’s what God would look like rejoicing over us, 

singing, dancing, shouting.”  And so, I begin to just how all of 

these mental pictures because Zephaniah, he personified God in 

human terms, rejoicing with singing and dancing in jubilation 

and rejoicing over us.  And so, I was just amazed thinking about 

that and human terms and I looked up the word “rejoicing.”  

Rejoicing means to brighten up.  Literally means to smile, 

means to laugh, to laugh a lot, to laugh uncontrollably. 

 

And so, I also thought about, I thought about a little video clip 

and I want to share this with you.  This is on YouTube.  Some of 

you might have seen it but I thought about, I said, “Now, what if 

I could express God in terms of laughter since He’s rejoicing over 

us with this inexpressible joy, this jubilation, He’s dancing, and 

He sings.?”  I said, “What would God look like if I had to picture 

Him in human terms, laughing?”  Peter, could you play that first 

clip for us? 

 

(Video Playing 00:08:44 - 00:10:20) 

 

00:10:20 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Well, that’s the picture.  That was the best picture I could come 

up of God in human terms laughing.  The laughter He has over 

us, the joy He has over us, He is so happy.  Folks, I want you to 

know some, God’s crazy about you.  God is crazy about you.  He 

is rejoicing over you.  He is rejoicing over you.  He is rejoicing 

over you. 

 

 And Zephaniah, he put God in human terms that these are some 

illustrations of what God would look like if He were expressing 

His joy over us in human terms, rejoicing, singing, dancing and 
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so on.  God enjoys us so much just as that little baby was 

enjoying himself.  God enjoys us.  He enjoys us so much.  I really 

believe the Holy Spirit said this to me, He said, “God gives a 

kick out of you.”  God gives a kick out of -- and turn to your 

neighbor and said, “God gives a kick out of us.”  We give God, 

joy.  We give God, joy.  We give him joy.  He gives a kick out of 

us.  He gives a kick out of us.  I love this verse in Psalms 149:4, 

it says this, it says, “The Lord takes pleasure in his people.”  He 

takes pleasure.  He takes the light.  He loves his people.  God 

loves his people.  And this is a picture of God being happy.  God 

being happy.  I just -- I’ve realized that God just loves His kids.  

He loves His kids.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “God loves 

His kids.”  God loves His kids. 

 

 Now, I’m going to show you another clip.  I also thought about 

God in human terms of something the Bible describes as marital 

love.  The Bible describes our relationship with God in terms of 

marital love.  Not just parent and child, but God loves us so 

deeply and affectionately, and romantically that seems switches.  

That He is deeply in love.  He romances us in a spousal type of 

love, a marital love.  He showed us that with Hosea.  He had 

Hosea to illustrate that I’m the God who’s forever married to the 

backslider.  He had Hosea to marry a prostitute and he wouldn’t 

let Hosea turn that prostitute to lose because He was showing a 

spousal love.  In other texts and scriptures, for God relays to us 

in a spousal marital love how much He loves us.  And so, I begin 

thinking what would an image in human terms look like of God 

rejoicing over us as His spouse in this marital love that He has 

for us.  Peter, would you show that second clip? 

 

Female: All the planning and details involving the pulling of a wedding.  

I mean I want the people to just stick to that the whole thing by 

the time the big day arrives.  I mean, that’s why this next room 

is so refreshing.  He is really living the moment. 

 

Male 1: Refreshing is good. 

 

Female 1: Yeah. 

 

Male 2:  Representative of Jesus Christ before Almighty God, in the 

name of the Father and of the Son, Jesus, by the power of the 

Holy Spirit of God.  What I was thinking?  I now, pronounced 

you one together. 
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(Voice Overlap) 

 

Male 2: Wait, I didn’t say (00:14:22).  You are now husband and wife.  

You may kiss the bride.  Go ahead. 

 

Male 1: Oh good, oh good. 

 

Male 2: Okay, go ahead.  You’re all right.  

 

00:15:00 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Folks, so that’s what that God is madly in love with us.  God is 

madly in love with us.  That’s the way I picture God rejoices over 

us as his spouse in marital love.  That’s the joy.  Zephaniah 

knew it.  Zephaniah was trying to put it in human terms as best 

he could.  And so, he pictures God rejoicing over us with joy.  He 

pictures God rejoicing, singing over us with great joy, dancing.  

There’s a scripture in the Old Testament that talks about how 

God dances over us.  Folks, God loves us.  God is, He is so happy 

with us.  He is happy about us.  He loves us.  God loves His 

people.  He is thrilled with his people.  He is excited about His 

people. 

 

 Now, some of you may be saying that, well, God can’t be that 

happy about me, because of the way I’m living or what I done.  

Well, that’s true.  But there’s an easy remedy to that.  All you 

got to do is repent, come to Him and repent and say, “Father, 

I’m sorry, I’ve messed up.  I’ve messed it.  Lord God, forgive me.”  

And the moment you do, the moment you do, the Bible says, 

“That all of heaven rejoices over one sinner that repents.”  That 

shows how happy God is.  God rej -- there’s a party going on in 

heaven and God is leading the party.  God is rejoicing.  He is 

excited about you.  God, He loves you.  This is what makes God, 

it makes Him happy.  It makes Him so happy.  You are what 

makes God happy.  Think about those word.  What is it that 

makes God happy?  You, you, the crown of this creation.  You 

are the pinnacle of all of His glory.  You make God happy.  Just 

you.  You make God happy.  And I feel the feeling whenever I 

see my newborn, my baby girl, whenever I just see her, it makes 

me happy.  It makes me happy just to see her.  Whenever I see 

her, I don’t care what kind of day I’ve been having, how down or 

out I might have been, when I see her, it makes me happy, it 

makes me happy, it makes me happy and I picked her up and I 

do all, tired with things making -- and you know, she makes me 
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happy and then I start making her happy and we’re just making 

each other happy.  And she started doing all kind of stuff 

pulling.  She loves to pull on my ear.  And when she pulled on 

my ear, I start doing all type of dances and all the type of the 

ideal of some of everything.  And I just, when she gives a kick 

out of it.  I get a kick out it.  And she loves to just climb on my 

back and I carry around, piggyback style.  And she just laughed 

the greatest joy.  There’s no greater joy, a million dollars 

wouldn’t make me happier than that.  Oh, the biggest mansion 

in the world wouldn’t make me happier than that.  There’s no 

price is like the commercial, you know for some things there’s 

master card -- I mean, there some things that are priceless.  But 

other thing for everything because he has master card.  And so, 

that’s what are those priceless moment is the happiness that I 

have just seeing her, just being with her.  That God rejoices over 

us the same way he rejoices over us the same way.  When I 

begin to ask this question. “What is that makes God happy?”  

Because I told you, I was awake and the first thing in one 

morning and those words were already in my spirit.  It’s like 

God was waiting on me to wake up just to whisper that to me.  

“What makes God happy?” 

 

 And it all comes out of Zephaniah and out of his Word, but I 

begin to just search that question, “What is it that makes God 

happy?”  And I’m going to share some things, greater than I 

thought about that I begin to see some of the things that make 

God happy.  It makes God happy when, as you saw in that 

marital clip, makes God happy when He is our first love.  When 

He is our first love that makes Him happy.  In fact, in the Book 

of Revelations, Jesus, when He appeared one of the Revelations 

to John, the revelator, down the island of Patmos, one of the 

things that he said to the seven churches to one of the churches, 

he said, “I have some word against you because you left your 

first love.” 
 

00:20:03 

 

One of the things that makes God happy is when we make Him 

and keep Him our first love just to make Him a key from our 

first love when we adore Him, the way He adores us.  Same 

image of me and my little daughter, when you adore Him, He 

adores you, it makes God happy.  I thought about some other 

things that make God happy.  It makes God happy when we are 

blessed, when we are blessed it makes God happy.  There’s a 
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scripture that verifies in Psalms 35:27 says that God takes 

pleasure in the prosperity of his servants.  In other word, when 

you get blessed, God gets happy.  God takes pleasure in the 

prosperity of his -- He gets excited.  He rejoices when you are 

blessed.  When you are blessed, it makes God happy.  So, I 

realized, it makes Him happy to blessed you.  It makes Him 

happy to bless us.  It makes Him happy to make you happy.  Get 

a hold to that, it makes Him happy to make you happy.  That’s 

what makes God happy.  He gives a kick out of -- God gives a 

kicked out of blessing you.  He gives a kick out of making you 

happy.  He gives a kick out of surprising you and do an 

unexpected thing for you.  And just showering His love on you in 

fresh new ways, things you weren’t even expected and looking 

for.  That makes God happy when He shows up and does 

something favorable in our lives.  It makes Him happy to make 

us happy. 

 

And then, along with some other things that makes us happy -- 

now, I’ll share some of that in Zephaniah.  I have recalled the 

accident with my son in terms of just the same things which we 

are talking and dealing and there’s a particular spirit that my 

son was operating in at one time and it was Hurricane that 

(00:22:22) out of me that makes in the sense.  I’ll mean -- and 

I’m not going to gather this really easily upset but what he was 

doing was it was upsetting me to -- I could eat nails.  I could, you 

know.  He was doing something that was making me so bad and 

I worked with them for a while to get him out of it, but he was 

operating in a negative attitude.  He was operating in -- I don’t 

he would have furious where he would.  When you tell him to do 

something, he would just get droopy and it would be a half 

harder obedience.  So, he would do it but he would be mad while 

he would be going to do and move a real slow like snails fallen 

out of him.  And he was letting you know that -- he’s going to do 

it but he doesn’t appreciate having to do it.  And he’s going to -- I 

mean this thing was -- and I finally said to him you know, I was 

in good mood until I solve that.  Then I finally said to him, I 

said, “Look here, you’re not in a good mood.  And but I say, if you 

stay in that mood, that is not going to be in a good mood.  I said, 

“If you stay in that mood, you’re acting foul.  And in the second, 

I’m going to start acting foul.”  But I said all the converse, “If 

you act happy, if you do what I tell you to do happily, you’re 

going to have a happy Dad and I’m going to treat you happily.  

I’m going to treat you happily.” 
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So, not all undecided.  So, this is what was happening and I 

begin to see it clearly, this is what was happening in the Book of 

Zephaniah.  God is -- He basically that -- it was the same 

scenario, His people were -- they would do and just like my son.  

They were hardheaded, they weren’t listening to him, they went 

no (00:24:09) and so, God.  He was God, so happy God would say, 

“Hey, if you going to act like that, I’m going to act like that.”  

And so, God -- and so at the end of Zephaniah, “He says, but all 

if you start acting happy, if you’ll obey Me happily, if you will 

have a cheerful attitude, if you will serve Me whole heartedly 

and with the wonderful attitude and cheerfulness, all you got to 

have a happy God.  You’re going to have a happy God and I’m 

going to rejoice over you.  I’m going to sing over you.  I’m going 

to be happy.”  And so that’s the whole thing there.  Man, I hate 

him all the time.  Glory to God.  I have him all the time.  I may 

pick that up next week because I didn’t finish telling you all the 

things that makes God happy.  That I begin to see, what makes 

Him happy.  What makes Him happy? 

 

00:25:00 

 

Those of you who were watching, I want to go to AirJesus.com.  

You can listen to this message.  Message number 7433 in its 

entirety, absolutely free of charge.  You can also email it to a 

friend and absolutely free of charge.  Thank you so much for 

joining us today at Brother of The Word because brother, you 

need the word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

Praise God.  What makes God happy?  What makes God happy?  

You know, when I got a hold of this, I begin to just see clearly 

some other things that makes God happy.  And trust me, you 

want God to be happy in your life.  You want Him to happy and 

so, there are some simple things, simple things that we can do to 

make God happy and then we can be rest assured that God is 

happy.  When He is happy, when God rejoices over you, my God, 

my God, when He rejoices over you, when God rejoices over you, 

folks, there’s nothing else like.  There’s nothing else like what 

makes God happy. 

 

Female: You are listening to AirJesus.com and TheOnlineWord.com.  

This was the first part in the “What makes God happy?” Sermon 

by C. Elijah Bronner.  This message is number “7433.”  That’s 
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“7433”, the second part is number “7434”.  To listen to both 

messages, go to TheOnlineWord.com.  Listen to AirJesus.com 

and TheOnlineWord.com often and keep your spirit charged up. 

 

00:26:44 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7433.mp3

