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Thank you for joining brothers of the word because brother, you need the word.

We welcome all of you who were joining us by television and those of you joining us 
at AirJesus.com, thank you for tuning in.  Stay tuned for today’s message.

Today, we’re doing part three of something we started a couple of weeks ago the 
third and final part entitled, “What Makes God Happy.”  Now, I’ll share a little 
humor.  I actually heard this a few weeks ago and I made a note of it from Pastor 
Joel Holstein.  He tells some difference from time to time and I make little notes 
when as a group, when they strike inside.

I made a note of this one, but anyway there was a doctor who was out in town and 
he spotted one of his patients, elderly man.  And the man was looking good; he was 
just binging from ear to ear.  He had a beautiful young lady with him and the doctor 
stop him, he said, “Hey”, he said, “What happen to you?”  He said, “When you’re in 
my office a few weeks ago, you look horrible, but now you look great.  What has 
happened?”  The old man said, “Doc” he said, “I did exactly what you told me to do.  
You told me to get a hot momma and to be cheerful.”  The doctor said, “That’s not 
what I told you.  I said you have a heart murmur and to be careful.”  I have to thank 
Pastor Joel for that one today.  He has to sit in my offering.

Open your Bible, if you will to Zephaniah Chapter Three.  Remember Zephaniah is 
right there at the end of the Old Testament right two or three books behind 
Malachi.  So, just flip to the last book of the Old Testament Malachi, then flip back 
to the left, two or three books and you ran into a small book, the Book of Zephaniah.  
We’ve been studying there for the last few weeks, Zephaniah Chapter Three.  An 
interesting little book, it’s only three chapters, a very powerful little book; some 
powerful messages in Zephaniah.  Some powerful meanings and it’s so small, it’s 
one of those little books we have attended, said skip over and don’t even realize it’s 
in the Bible, but is a powerful, powerful message in Zephaniah.  I’ve been enjoying 
it.  Let’s begin in Zephaniah Chapter 3:17.  And we’ll read through verse 20.  Let’s 
begin reading verse 17:  When you get there, say Amen.

Chapter 3:17:  Ready, read.  “The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty.”  
And sometimes we forget that.  And so, he reminds us.  Oh, you serve a mighty God.  
He will say, “He will rejoice over thee with joy.  He will rest in His love.  He will joy 
over thee with singing.  I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn 
assembly, who are up thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden.  And behold,
at that time, I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and 
gather her that was driven out; and I will get them praise and fame in every land 
where they have been put to shame.  At that time I will bring you again, even in the 
time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and to praise among all people of 
the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the LORD.”
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And we focus on verse 17, where it says, “The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is 
mighty.  He will save, He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, he 
will joy over thee with singing.”  And so, we use that as the subject, this little mini 
series “What Makes God Happy.” We love the picture there at verse 17 of God 
rejoicing, God singing, God joying over you, and rejoicing over you.

And so, this question was told.  What makes God happy? And I’ve searched the 
book of Zephaniah as best as I could, and sat quietly before the Lord to just receive 
from him in the search the scriptures to answer this question.  What is it that 
makes God happy? Because we have a picture here of God rejoicing and just being 
so happy over his people and doing wonderful things and so, what is it that 
stimulates God to be happy with us in our lives?

And Zephaniah has two major truths that I have time and grab to hold up. And 
truth number one is; God is happy if when we are in the right relationship with 
Him.  When He is the object of our love and devotion, and when we are recognizing 
Him and acknowledging Him, and His love toward us.  And when He’s able to fully 
express His love and goodwill toward us, this is the major part of his happiness is 
the relationship with Him and His people whom we are in the right relationship 
with God.

And with that, one of my comments here is said this way; it says, “He loves to love 
us.”  He loves to love us.  God loves.  That’s one of the things that give Him so much 
joy.  He loves to love us.  He loves to love us.  So, when we are in the right 
relationship with God, when God’s people are in the right relationship with Him, 
when our hearts are grateful and we acknowledge Him and recognize Him, His love 
and care of us, and we are able to express that love toward Him and to Him and live 
out that love, that makes God so happy.

I experienced this relationship, I’ve talked about my little baby daughter quite bit, 
but recently something new she started doing that just melts my heart.  Everytime 
I walk by her, she now just holds her hands out.  Just hold and I mean man, this 
just melts you.  I don’t care how fast I’m walking or how busy I am.  There’s no way 
I can resist that.  It is no way.  She just holds her hands out toward me.  And I have 
to stop.  She gives me every, I mean, I don’t care what’s going on even if the house is 
on fire.  If I see those hands out, I got to stop and pick her up. And it brings me so 
much joy just to see those outstretched hands.

And Lord, we lift our hands to thee.  We lift our hands to thee.  No other help we 
know if thou withdraw thyself from us, where do shall we go?  Oh, and I understand 
that God loves us and that’s the reason we raise our hands in the sanctuary.  And 
we lift our hands to Him.  You need to practice raising your hands to God and loving 
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Him and wanting Him and desiring Him.  Well, that makes God happy.  That’s one 
of the things, His relationship with us, it makes him happy.

The second powerful truth I realized in Zephaniah is; he expresses the power of 
restoration.  God is a restorer.  And this truth is really brought out in Zephaniah 
here in Chapter Three.  God brings restoration.  He talks of a time of restoration 
and I love this about God, no matter what you’ve done.  No matter how bad you 
have failed.  No matter how miserable you’ve been in sin.  No matter what you have 
been through in life, God is a God of restoration.  If you come to God and you ask for 
His mercy, you ask for His forgiveness, God then goes into action to begin to restore 
your life, not just back to where it was, but better than where you were before you 
went down into all of that depravity.  He’s a God of restoration and so, I love it.  And 
he says, bring those people in who is sorrowful and he says I’m going to undo all 
that afflict you.

Notice, he’s talking about restoration.  There was a time of judgment, yes.  There 
was a time of hard times.  There was a time they had to learn a lesson.  But, God 
said, “I’m also the God of restoration.  I don’t punish you forever.  I don’t teach you a 
mean lesson forever”, no, God believes in restoration.  When you learn your lesson 
and when you hardest can try, and when you had truly repentant, God begins to 
restore you life.  And it really has restoration it was so big with God, but it is, He is 
a restorer, He didn’t hold against you.  He is in the business of restoring.

You remember when the prodigal son returned home?  One of the things that made 
the father happy was the fact that his lost son was home.  And he immediately went 
into restoration.  He threw a party.  He said, bring me a ring.  Kill the fattened calf.  
Come and put a robe on him.  Notice, all of things are restoring that son into his 
proper place of sonship.  He immediately moved into restoration.  He didn’t blame 
him.  He didn’t curse him.  He didn’t tell him all he had done and how he has 
squandered all of his money, no.  God saw that that son was repentant.  He had 
learned his lesson.  He immediately was in the business of restoration.  Folks, I 
want you to know that God has a powerful prayer and to restore your lives.  To 
restore your lives.  He is happy to do it.  Notice in the story, he threw a party.  It 
shows God’s happy.  This is one of the things that I realized that makes God happy.  
He is happy to restore us.  He said, “Hey, start the music.  Bring him the calf.”  He 
said, “Let’s have a party.”  He was happy over a son who was lost; it's one of the 
things that makes God happy.

God is happy about planning your future.  He’s happy about, when you’ve made 
mistakes and you’ve come out of sin and you’ve come out of failure.  God’s happy 
about the bright and glorious future that He has prepared for you.  That’s one of the 
things that makes Him happy.  I was listening to a story, a testimony.  I believe it 
was on CBN 700 Club of this young lady.  And she was on there telling her story of 
restoration, and it was a powerful story.  I was actually in the gym one morning 
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working out and I just happen to have my earphones and I tuned in and listened to 
it.  It was a powerful story of this young lady and she began to tell everything that 
she has gone through in her life that as a young child, she had been molested over a 
number of years, sexually abused and she said she came out of that and went right 
into teenage pregnancy and she said she went right out of that into an abusive 
relationship.  She was beaten and she was abused emotionally, and physically.  She 
said she went right out of that and had another child and now, she said she’s a 
single mother raising two children.  And she said somebody told her, “Well, why 
don’t you just go get a job in the strip club and you can make a lot more money than 
trying to get two jobs in.”

And they say, “You don’t have to strip, you just be a waitress.” and she says she 
went there and took their advice, got a job, but she’s in that environment in the 
next thing, she was now using drugs.  She got hooked on cocaine and now she was 
now entertaining men and now she did become a dancer and stripper and she just 
talked about all of the way her life just spiral downward.

She eventually ended up in jail when after being caught with drugs and she says 
she just hit rock bottom and she said one of her friends said, “Have you tried 
praying?” And she said one day, she just got on her knees, fell on the floor and just 
prayed a simple prayer.  She said, “God, if you are real, come into my heart, live in 
my life”.  She said she prayed that and she said when she prayed that simple prayer 
from the bottom of her heart, she said something happened.

She says something happened.  Long story short, she ended up going to business 
school, getting her degree.  She ended up meeting a wonderful man and the 
husband of her dreams.  She had three beautiful children, ended up owning her own 
business and then she ended up with a wonderful ministry of restoration to women 
who got caught up in drugs and doing that nightlife and that type of life is and it 
was a glorious and I said, “My God, what a picture of restoration”.

God is a restorer.  God is a restorer.  So, you don’t have to worry about no matter 
what you’ve been through, where you are right now, that’s not the end result, he 
has a beautiful plan of restoration for your life.  God wants to take you to your 
destiny.  He wants to take you to your glorious future.  And this was one of the 
things I found as very dear to the heart of God.  That’s one of the things that make 
him happy.  He loves to forgive us.  He loves to forgive us.  He loves to restore us.  
He loves to have compassion, oh He’s happy, so tell your neighbors that He’s happy 
to forgive.

He is happy to forgive.  You know that, I found a verse a verse in the book ok Micah 
7:18.  It says “God delighteth in mercy.”  He is happy to forgive and it goes on 
talking about forgiveness there.  God actually gets happy when somebody comes to 
Him and our repentant heart, God is happy to forgive!  He is happy to forgive!  It 
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gives him great joy.  And some people are so afraid, they feel like they’ve done such 
wrong and they could never be forgiven.  No, they have the wrong concept of God.  
God is actually happy; He can’t wait for you to come to Him.  And to add, He’s our 
restorer.  So, God is a restorer.  So, He’s happy.  He’s excited to undo some things, 
undo--I love that in Zephaniah three at the end of chapter, undo those things that 
were flipping you, turning your captivity, changing some things, turning some 
things around.  In other words, God said, I will restore your life.  I will restore your 
life.  That’s one of the things that makes God happy.  Aren’t you happy that makes 
God happy?  That, he loves to restore us.

Turn over to Zephaniah three, where you are, look at verse 2.  Zephaniah 3:2; here 
are some concise things, he puts on verse 2 in chapter 3, some things that makes 
God happy.  And I begin to list them out.  These were actually the things that made 
God unhappy and so I just simply, I said well, that they’d made God unhappy.  All 
we got to do is do the opposite and that will make him happy.  Does that make good 
sense to you all?

Well, here we go.  Look at Zephaniah 3:2; they obeyed not the voice.  So, one thing 
that makes God happy is when we obey Him, when we obey Him that makes Him 
happy.  Look at this, it said, “She received not corrections, so I turn that around, 
when we remain teachable.  When we remain teachable, that makes God happy.”

Notice this, she trusted not in the Lord.  Well, when we trust Him that makes Him 
happy.  He’s given us all of these things and I saw right here in verse 2.  He started 
dropping it.  Look at the final part; she drew not near to her God.  When we draw 
near to God that makes Him happy.

And so, I saw just in that verse, when we obey Him, it makes Him happy.  When we 
remain teachable, it makes Him happy.  When we trust Him, it makes Him happy.  
When we draw near to Him, it makes Him happy.  And also somewhere else in 
Zephaniah I found this one, when we seek Him, when we inquire of Him, it makes 
Him happy.

In other words, when we ask God, why we just stop in out busy lives, doing our own 
things, calculating our own plan, when we just stop and say, “God what do you 
think about that?”  That makes Him happy.  When you inquire of Him, when you 
seek Him, when you include God, when you acknowledge Him first and say, “Hey 
God, before I do this, what are your thoughts on that?  Let me sit quietly, where’s 
your heart?  Let me search your heart”.  When we do that that makes God happy.  I 
have found that.  That was one of the things I found in Zephaniah, that He didn’t 
like because they didn’t seek Him, they didn’t inquire.  They just get their own 
thing, they went their own way.  So, when we seek Him, when we inquire of Him, 
when we ask Him, search his heart, that makes Him happy.
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And I went through a list of these things that I found throughout different 
scriptures throughout the Bible that makes God happy.  Here’s one; God is happy 
when we are happy.  This makes Him happy.  In the gospel of John, you don’t have 
to turn the Bible on John 15:11.  Jesus said, “I've saith these things to you, that my 
joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.”  And so, He’s showing us 
there that He wants us to be cheerful, He wants us to be bright, He wants us to be 
full of joy.  So, when we’re happy, that makes God happy.  Turn to your neighbors 
and smile and say when you’re happy, that makes God happy.  And so, He wants us 
not just to obey Him, but to cheerfully obey Him.

And so, anytime we add cheerfulness not just to be a giver, but the Bible said God 
loves the cheerful giver.  Notice that God loves a cheerful giver.  So, it makes Him 
happy when we are happy.  So, when were cheerful in our obedience, getting 
cheerful in our service, cheerful is serving.  We know whenever you’re out maybe at
a restaurant or in a business establishment you don’t like it when somebody is 
waiting on you and their grumpy do you?  No, we want somebody that’s delightful 
and cheerful, and got some spook in them.  I hate it when somebody’s have been 
serving me.

I remember when we were growing up we use to go to this man’s store.  He would 
bring us up to the cash register and he will be licking over his leg and he’s like what 
else?  And he was just had the deepest drowning voice, “What else?”  I remember 
that when I was just a child.  And once we put someone to call, what else.  He had 
no cheerfulness.  And we want people to be cheerful.  We want people to be cheerful 
when they serve us to be delightful and so that's God, it makes them happy where
we.  I’m saying I was about 10 years old, but I cannot get that man out of my head.  
What else?  He just he was just so boring and dry and stale.

I like something that Mother Theresa said.  Mother Theresa was asked the 
requirements for people assisting her work with the destitute in Calcutta and she 
cited two things, two requirements for anybody that wanted to assist her.  These are 
two things that she requires.  Number one, she required they had a desire to work 
hard.  Number two, she’s required that they have a joyful attitude.  I thought that 
was history, even working among the poorest of the poor and working among these 
people who were near death, Mother Theresa was joyful.  She was joyful and that 
was what those things she requires.  She said, if you’re going to work with me, you 
got to work hard and you got to have a joyful attitude.  And so, that’s one of the 
things that makes God happy is when we are happy.

Turn to you neighbor and say, “Be happy.”  Turnover to Psalms 149 and we’re 
running out of time, but I want to get in as much as I can.  Go to Psalms 149 
quickly.  Psalms 149, I read it and I saw we’re able to be happy and I will praise.  
Look at the Psalms 149. Look at verse one.  I don’t have time to read on it, but just 
go to Psalms 149:1.  Look at this.  It says, “Praise ye the Lord, sing unto the Lord a 
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new song, and his praise and the congregation of saints.”  Look at verse two, “Let 
Israel rejoice in him that made him, let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 
Let them praise his name in the dance.  Let them sing praises unto him with the 
timbrel and harp.  For the Lord taketh pleasure in his people.”  In other words, God 
takes pleasure in these kinds of people.  These kind of people that are joyful and 
praising.  He takes pleasure on them.  He will beautify their meet with salvation.

Notice verse five, “Let the saints be joyful in glory and let them sing aloud upon 
their beds.  Let the high praises of God be in there mouth, and a two-edge of sword 
in their hand.”  God, it makes them happy when you were happy.  It makes Him 
happy when you are happy.

Let’s look at some others.  Look at Proverbs 15, I’m definitely running out of time.  
Proverbs 15, I’m intending to get this in and I’m going to get it in.  Proverbs 15:8, 
look at this, “It makes God happy when we pray,” Proverbs 15:8, “It makes them 
happy when we pray.”  Notice this, Proverbs 15:8, “The sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination to the Lord, but the prayer of the upright is his delight.”  It makes Him 
happy, turn to your neighbors say, “It makes Him happy.”  It makes Him happy 
when we pray.  It makes Him happy when we are blessed; it makes God happy to 
bless us.

Psalms 35:27 says “He takes pleasure in the prosperity of his servant.  So, God is 
happy when you’re blessed.  He’s happy to bless you.  I remember a leper came to 
Jesus, he say “You could heal me if you will.”  One of the translations says, “You can 
heal me if you take delight in healing me.  If you have pleasure on you, you can heal 
me.”

And Jesus said “I will.”  In other words he said, “I do take delight in healing you, I 
do take pleasure in healing you.”  Jesus was happy to heal him.  God is happy to see 
us well.  I tell people that to come to our God, heal service.  People to come to heal, 
I’ll let them know upfront, God’s happy to heal you.  God is so joyful for him to heal 
you.  It's so delightful for Him to heal you.  He’s happy to see us bless, He is happy 
to see us well.

Here’s another one.  I found in the scripture Hebrews 11:6, you don’t have to turn 
that, but it makes God happy when we have faith.  The bible says, “Without faith it 
is impossible to please him.”

In other words, you can’t make him happy without faith.  And so, God he gives 
happiness when you show and exhibit faith and leave out faith that makes Him 
happy.  When you’re not worried and when you’re not stress out and when you’re 
not all uptight, but when you have confidence and when you have trust in God, 
when you have your faith in Him, that makes Him happy.
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While we’re talking about some things, I’m going to take just another minute here 
to finish up.  I believe here’s something that makes God, when exercise our 
authority over the devil that makes God happy.  When God sees you putting the 
devil under your feet and keeping him down, that makes God happy and he loves to 
see you operate the same way he operates.  And so, that makes Him happy.  It
makes God happy when we pass the test of life.  Whenever you’re tested, you always 
have two choices, and you got to remember, you got two choices, I can pass or I can 
fail it. I can be cheerful or I can be grumpy.  I can be victorious, I can be defeated.  
You always have two choices when a test shows up in your life and you always got 
to rule out which one am I got to choose.  You always have two choices.  God’s happy 
when you always make the right choice.

When the test of life shows up in our lives, I’m giving you these last couple and I’m 
finish.  God’s happy when we love our neighbor.  He’s happy when we walk in 
forgiveness and love and do for others and be a blessing and help and forgive and 
blessed.  He's happy when we love our neighbors, when we walk in love and your 
neighbor begins right in your own household.  Don’t go out loving your neighbor and 
folks mad at you at home.  So, God loves you when you love your neighbor and 
here’s the final couple I’m going to give you and I’m closing with this.  God is happy 
when we relieve the oppressed and that is found in Isaiah 1:17, when we relieve the 
oppressed, God is happy.

When you make life better for somebody else, when those who are destined to do 
without, when you help them, that makes God happy when you were compassionate 
toward those who are without the hurting, the widows, the orphans, and so on, 
that’s very dear to His heart.

And here’s the final one, here’s something I found that really makes God happy,
when we are fair and honest and just in our dealings.  When we are fair, honest and 
just in our dealings, that makes Him happy.  When we’re not living hypocritical and 
crooked lives, but with lives filled with integrity and sincerity, when we do what’s 
right because it’s right, that makes Him happy.

One scripture actually talking about not living a crooked life, unlike some Pastor, 
he says some people are so cooked, when they died and he had to be screwed into 
the ground.  And so, the Bible is very careful that tells about not living a crooked 
life, but when we live a life that’s fair, honest and just, that makes God happy.

I want those of you, who are listening to go to AirJesus.com, you can listen to this 
message, message number 7435 in this entirety.  What Makes God Happy.  You can 
also email it to a friend, absolutely free of charge.  Well, thank you so much for 
joining us today, Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the word.


