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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 
need the word.

Praise God. We are just delighted and we are thankful to have you all join us.
Those of you who are joining us by television and those of you joining us at 
AirJesus.com, stay tuned to today’s message. We’re going to share something from 
the book of Job, the book of Job and we’ll read through verses 22.

Job 1:13-22, “And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and 
drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house: And there came a messenger unto 
Job, and said, “The oxen were plowing, and the duck is feeding beside them: And 
the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have slain the servants 
with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.”  While he was 
yet speaking, there came also another, and said, “The fire of God is fallen from 
heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I 
only am escaped alone to tell thee.”  While he was yet speaking, there came also 
another, and said, “The Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, 
poor little camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the 
edge of the sword; and I only am escaped along to tell thee.”  While he was yet 
speaking, there came also another, and said, “Thy sons and thy daughters were 
eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house: And, behold, there came a 
great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell 
upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.”  
Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the 
ground, and worshipped, And said, “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and 
naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the LORD.”  In all this, Job sinned not, nor charged God 
foolishly.  Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.

And, I just want to use as a subject, Trusting God When Life is Turned Upside 
Down. Trusting God when Life is Turned Upside Down.

And, I realized in this account of Job that, Job really portrays or he represents all of 
us.  At certain points in life, we all, will have a Job experience. I believe Job’s 
account it represents a portion of life itself and the book, the story, and the account, 
the testimony of Job says to all of us, that life can come at you hard and fast, 
suddenly and unexpectedly. Bad situations can happen. And it speaks to all of us 
because in all of us, I think in all of our lives, no one is immune to this in all of our 
lives. Bad situations, suddenly, unexpectedly.  Life comes at us hard, it comes at us 
fast, and in many instances, it is one blow after another. Not just one thing, but one 
blow after another.

The Apostle Paul dealt with that and he put it in these terms, he says, he said, he 
had a thorn in his flesh and he knew what it was. He said it was the messenger of 
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Satan to buffet him. And the word buffet in the Greek, means to deliver one blow 
after another.  And he was basically saying, he was getting hit on every side.

Have you ever seen in a boxing match, whenever a boxer is stunned or dazed for a 
moment? When the other boxer realized he has dazed him or stunned him with one 
punch, he immediately throws a flurry of other punches to try to finish him off; 
anybody ever seen that? When he recognizes he has hit him, and he’s hurt him and
he’s dazed him, he’s stunned him, he immediately--it seems like he just gets a whole 
new energy to try to finish him out and knock him out. And the other boxer who’s 
dazed, he’s just got hit and now it’s one after another and he doesn’t know what’s 
hitting him.

And so, this is the Apostle Paul felt that way; he said, it’s a messenger of Satan to 
buffet him, one blow after another.  He talked about it in one of his accounts, he 
said, he says I’ve been shipwrecked. He said, I’ve been robbed. He said, I’ve been 
cheated. He said, I’ve been stoned, I’ve been beaten, I’ve been imprisoned, I’ve been 
lied on, spit on. I’ve been forsaken, cast down. And, he went through all of these
things, in other words, he was saying, everywhere I go, I’m being hit with 
something. Just when I survived that stoning, they beat me over here, and just 
when I finished that beating, they imprisoned me over here; and he said, he was 
being accused and persecuted, one blow after another. So, I begin to realize all of 
us, in life, I believe we have moments that we’re hit with life, when it comes at us 
hard and fast and unexpectedly, bad situations, suddenly things begin to happen 
and to fall apart. And before you have time to recover, from one thing, you’re hit 
with something else.  Before that dazed boxer can regroup himself, he’s already in a 
flurry of other punches.

It is in this moment that Job found himself, and it was interesting that the first 
messenger came, he had lost his sheep, his oxen. And, while that messenger was 
delivering the message, someone else burst though the door and said, excuse me; 
hate to interrupt, but all of your sheep are gone. And, then while he was giving that
report, somebody else burst in the side, that one said, excuse me, I hate to interrupt 
you all, but the camels are gone. And then, while he was giving that report,
somebody else burst in and said, I hate to interrupt; Job, your children just we’re 
killed.  And, it was one blow after another, signifying to us that life comes at us 
hard and fast, suddenly, unexpectedly, disaster and bad situations can happen.

And, I thought it was amusing that the devil had done all of this to Job, but he left 
him with a nagging wife. Took everything else, but left his nagging wife.  The devil 
is cruel isn’t he? He took everything else and left him a nagging wife. I know Job 
wanted to say, Lord why don’t you just kill her too?

And so, we are talking about trusting God. When life is turned upside down 
because I honestly feel like we all are in situations in life where our lives--we go 
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through moments at least, where our lives are just turned upside down and it’s in 
those dark moments where we’ve been hit.  Sometimes repeatedly by different blows 
and it’s in those tough moments that we begin to question or even become angry or 
blame or wonder why, why me? Why is all of this happening? This isn’t fair.  I 
didn’t do anything.

So, we gain a lot from Job, from this standpoint because I believe God uses him as 
an illustration to say, all of you will have times where your life will be put on 
display, where your life will be put on test, where your life will be put through 
trials, and just as in Job’s case, his life was put on trial to see how he would 
respond. Just to see how he would respond, if he would trust God. Even in those 
times, after losing everything, if he will still trust God. He was the most blessed 
man on the face of earth, the richest man in the East. He had everything, and so 
the devil was saying the reason he trusts you is because he’s got everything. Take 
all that away from him, he won’t trust you.  But, Job passed the test.  He said, “God,
even though you slay me, yet will I trust you. Yet will I trust you.

And so, all of our lives will be put on display, at different times, challenges and 
trials and tests. Our lives will be turned upside down and we’ll all have to stand on 
the stage to see if we will pass the test of life and be able to maintain our trust in 
God, that even when we’ve been dealt horrendous blows in life.

I believe all of us at certain points go through to the Job experience, where things 
are happening so fast and so unexpectedly and so it’s striking so suddenly where we 
don’t even have time to recuperate from one thing before we’re hit with something 
else.

I was thinking about Pastor Nathaniel some months ago.  He shared with us how 
his best friend in life had a massive heart attack, and he flew out there immediately 
to be by his side and the other best friend was flying into town also to help relieve 
and to stay with him doing some of the night shifts, so, they will rotate the care.  
And, he called Pastor Nathaniel as he was about--scheduled to be coming in to 
relieve Nathaniel, and he said, “I won’t be there.”  He said, “I can’t make it.”  He 
said, “My mama just died.”

And so here, after they’ve been hit with the death of their best friend and here his 
mama died on top of that before they could get the other friend, here’s mama
dropping dead.  And so, one blow after another.

So, Pastor Nathaniel had to now leave the hospital and fly to his friend’s mother’s 
funeral.  And, by the time he got finished with that, the other friend had died and 
he had to now go back to do that funeral.
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Trusting God when life is turned upside down. We all go through to that.  Job 
experienced where we’re hit with unexpected sudden blows, and none of us are 
immune from it.  I believe it’s the test of life. It’s the test of Job.  We all have to 
take that test to see how we’ll respond.  When life comes hard and fast at you, will 
you be like Job and say “Though you slay me, yet will I trust you.  I don’t 
understand everything that’s happening. I don’t know why.  I don’t feel like I’ve 
done anything wrong or deserve this at all, but God though you slay me, yet will I 
trust you.” Yet, will I trust you.

And so, this is something that we all deal with in life, trusting God when life is 
turned upside down.

And you know, I was thinking about this very week, and in fact, this week is really 
what kind of stirred this message up in my heart.  This very week was a very trying 
week for us, especially for members here, certain members here at the Arch of 
Salvation.

We received notice this week, Brother Ivan had a brother to go home, to be with the 
Lord and before we could announce that news to the congregation, we received word 
that Dr. Fletcher, her father had gone home to be with the Lord.  And, this Sunday 
we were announcing that Pastor James received word that one of his classmates, 
only 36 years old had dropped dead suddenly.  And, while we were attending the 
funeral service, the home going celebration of Brother Ivan’s brother, which was 
beautiful and as we were culminating there, Brother James said, he had to rush to 
the other funeral. So, he left one funeral going to another funeral.

Pastor Nathaniel was leaving that funeral. He stopped by and said to me, he said, 
“I’ve got to rush. I just found out our closest friend has been given 24 hours to live 
and I’ve got to rush to be by his side.”

And, we were being hit with all of these blows seemingly at one time.  And on our
way driving home, we received a call from my mother and she said, she had just 
been in a car accident, a five-car pile up.

And, it was just so much, that we could hardly stand it any longer, as if we were 
saying, “Lord what’s going on here? Why is so much happening all at one time?”

And, I realized that even when life is being turned upside down, you can’t do 
anything but trust him.  Can’t do anything but trust him, and it’s actually-– it’s in 
those moments, where you’re not really to question God and then blame God, 
because he’s the one that can help you the most.

And so, it’s in those moments that you press into God. It’s in those moments that
you drop to your knees.  It’s in those moments that you get your Bible out and begin 
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to inquire a word from the Lord and to hear from his spirit.  It’s in those moments
where you need his power and his presence and his promise.

I love something that, one of the Psalmist said and he was in same situation.  I 
loved the way he says, he says, “When my heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the rock 
that is higher than I."  That’s what David said in Psalms 61:2, that when life is 
overwhelming, when all of these different blows are just so overwhelming, “lead me 
to the rock, lead me to the rock that is higher than I”.  And, that rock is Christ. 
That rock is Christ. That rock is God’s power. That rock is God’s presence. That 
rock is God’s promise.  Lead me to the rock.  Lead me to the rock that is higher than 
I.

And so, we have to trust him. Job teaches us that even when we don’t understand, 
even when it feels like we’ve done nothing wrong to deserve this.  It’s not our fault, 
even when life is being unfair. Even in those moments, we still have to trust him.  
When life makes no sense, we still have to trust him.

In Psalms 112:7, it says, “He shall not be afraid of evil tidings.”  That’s bad news in 
other words. “He shall not be afraid of bad news.  His heart is fixed, trusting in the 
Lord.”

When your heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord, you will not be afraid of bad news 
when it comes.  And so, we are not only to trust God in good times but we are to
trust him in tough times.  We have to trust him when we don’t understand, when 
we can’t figure things out, when we want to question him, yet we are to trust him.

I love something that the three Hebrew boys in the book of Daniel said, and this 
was the type of sold out completely, 100% assurance and trust that they had in God.  
They told the king there; they said--as they were about to be thrown into the fiery 
furnace, they said, “Our God is able to deliver us”. And this was their creed because 
they refused to bow and worship anybody else.  And so, they were being thrown in 
this fiery furnace, and they said to the king as he was about to throw them in, they 
said, “Our God is able to deliver us”.

And then, they said this which was powerful.  They said, “But, even if he doesn’t, 
he’s still God”. He is still God. In other words, we still trust him.  We trust him.  If 
he chooses not to deliver us, he is still God.  He is still God. And that’s a message to 
us to let us know that our trust has to be to a certain extent that things may not--
we may not get things changed the way we want them.  We may not can get or 
prevent certain people from dying or certain calamities from happening, but even if 
we aren’t delivered, he is still God, he is still God, he is still God.  He is still God.  
Trusting God when life is turned upside down.
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I recall the story of Horatio Spafford back in 1800s. And, he had gotten a message 
from his wife, a telegram, as his wife and four daughters had gone on an ocean 
voyage, traveling the Atlantic Ocean.  And he got a telegram a few days after they 
left that notified them that there had been an awful collision at sea, and all four of 
his daughters were killed.

And Horatio G. Spafford, he made his reservations to travel to meet his wife across 
the same ocean that the tragic accident had taken place.  And as his ship got to the 
point where his daughters died, the captain pointed it out to him and said, “This
was the place where I believe your daughters perished”.  And as he stared into the 
rolling waves in a solemn stare, and that night, he penned the words to the famous 
song that we sing today, “It is well, it is well with my soul”.

I’d like to read just a verse of that, it says, “When peace like a river attendeth my 
way, when sorrows like sea-billows roll; whatever my lot, you have taught me to 
say, it is well, it is well with my soul.”

He understood that even though God didn’t deliver his daughters, God was still 
God.  God was still God.  God was still God and he was able to trust God, even when 
his life had been turned upside down.

And, I want you to know that God cares for us.  And, even we’re in those moments of
darkness and those moments where we feel deserted and so alone and so hurt, God 
is there with us.  God is there with us.  He is there with us.  He wants us to trust 
him and know that he will never leave us nor forsake us, that he is with us through 
all the trials and tribulations of life to carry us through them, not delivering us from 
all of them, but carrying us through some of them.  Our God is faithful to be with 
us.  And we can trust him even when life is turned upside down.

I want to thank those of you who are joining us.  I want you to go AirJesus.com.  
You can listen to this message, “Trusting God Even When Life Is Turned Upside 
Down”, message number 7436. You can listen to it in its entirety.  You can also 
email it to a friend absolutely free of charge.

And, we want to thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word 
becomes brother, you need the word.


