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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word.

And we welcome all of you, those of you joining us by television, those of you joining 
us at AirJesus.com stay tuned to today’s message.  I like to look at a couple of 
scriptures as our opening text.  We’ll look at 2 Corinthians 4, you can find that and 
also we’ll look at a scripture there in 1 John 4. 1 John is at the back of your Bibles, 
just couple of books before the book of Revelation.  You’ll run into 1st, 2nd, and 3rd

John.  We’ll look at 1 John and first we’ll read here in 2 Corinthians 4.  When you 
get that, say Amen. 2 Corinthians 4; and lets read verse 7 there.  In unison, ready 
read.

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may 
be of God, and not of us.”  So notice that we have this treasure and earthen vessels 
that the excellency of the power may be of God and not of us.  And also in 1 John 4, 
just that one verse there, 1 John 4:4, let’s read that one together in unison. “Ye are 
of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the world.”  And I just want to use this as a subject “Discovering 
Your Greatness”.

Notice there in 2 Corinthians 4:7 it says we have this treasure on the inside of us 
and earthen vessels—something that’s really greater than we are because the 
treasures in earthen vessels so that the excellency may be of God and not of us, 
something even more special than we are as on the inside of us.  In 2 Corinthians 4 
and 1 John 4:4, it even gives us more insight and said, “Greater is he that is in you.”  
Not only it’s something, He is in you.  Greater is He that is in you that he that is in 
the world.  So, the greater one lives on the inside of you.   Turn to your neighbor and 
say, “The greater one is on the inside of you.”

So, you can say that greatness is in the inside of you because the greater one lives 
on the inside of you.  And I want you to know that you are engineered with seeds of 
greatness.  You’re endowed with incredible gifts, abilities, talents—and so God’s 
fingerprints are all over us.  I love the Psalmist.  He thought about it and you can 
flip over to the Book of Psalms 139 and notice his thought, he began thinking about 
how we were made and how God made us.  Psalms 139:13 and we’ll read a little bit, 
notice what it says, “For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my 
mother's womb.”  He’s just thinking about the fingerprints of God all over him and 
how he was created.

Notice what it says on verse 14, “I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made” He is thinking about this that God made me.  I’m the handy 
work of God, created by God. “Marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth 
right well. My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and 
curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.  Thine eyes did see my 
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substance.” Notice this,  I love the way he goes into the womb and—when you read 
this in one translation, God is literally weaving you together, intricately weaving 
you together, making you, creating you and He’s putting in you all the gifts and all 
the abilities.  He’s putting part of himself in you, you know, you are so special.  You 
are not an accident.  You’re not here by chance.  You’re here on a frame, you’re 
specially made, and you’re created for this time.  You’re created on purpose for 
something and you were wonderfully made—you’re not just haphazardly an 
accident but God took great detail to work in the intricate making and creation of 
you weaving you even in your mother’s womb.

I just love the way that he thinks about this awesome thought, that God was 
involved in your life even before you got here.  God had already begun putting your 
destiny on the inside of you even while you were in your mother’s womb.  He told 
Jeremiah, he said, “I knew thee before you entered your mother’s womb and 
ordained thee as a prophet to the nations.”  Isn’t that an awesome thought?  That 
God is already planning your destiny even before you arrived—and so, he is just 
going over this.

Notice verse 16, “Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy 
book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as 
yet there was none of them.  How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! 
How great is the sum of them!  If I should count them, they are more in number 
than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee.”  —he says God, God thinks so 
much about you.  He said, “God, you think so many thoughts about me that I can’t 
even number them.”  He said they are like the grains of sand.  That’s how much God 
thinks about you, how much planning God has done in your life.  And it’s just a 
marvellous thought to know that you’re created, that there’s no one else like you.  
You are uniquely created and made, woven together by God as a unique individual 
and no need of you trying to beat like anybody else.  God made you an original.  Not 
a copy, he made you an original.

Nobody else is like you.  There are some things that you can do that nobody else can 
do the way you can do them.  And so, that was his way of carving you out and 
making you special and unique and gifting you.  And he puts you into earth to be 
blessing in the earth, to share the gift that he put on the inside of you to share it 
with the world to make this a brighter place.  And it’s an awesome thought, David, 
he got carried away when he thought about how God reached back even while his 
substance was being formed and just in all of the intricate details of forming and 
weaving his life together.

And I just want you to know that greatness, the same greatness of God is in all of us 
and so many people are walking around with the greatness of God in them and 
don’t even know it, don’t even realize it.  Think about all the people that are just 
walking in their mundane lives just going to work and going home and the 
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greatness of God is in them and they don’t even realize it, the greatness of Almighty 
God.

Michael Angelo when he was alive, he worked on about 40 statues and he only 
completed 14 of them and so the rest of them were just big blocks of marble that he 
started on but never finished.  And you know, you have to look at people walking 
around today, so many are like big blocks of marble.  Their greatness has never 
been carved out of them.  They’re just blocks of marble walking around.  That’s why 
the Bible says that God continually works on us because he is the sculptor and he 
sculpts our lives and we’re able to help one another, to carve out the greatness 
that’s in one another’s lives.  So we’re called to help to sculpt out those big blocks of 
marble that are just walking around without a clue not realizing the destiny, the 
greatness that’s on the inside of them.

I was talking with my brother Pastor Dale yesterday and he shared something 
interesting a little insight that he had and he said, “You notice how we have all of 
these cases of identity theft and how it’s becoming prevalent?”  I said, “Yes.”  Well 
he said, “Whenever there is something in the natural, so it is in the spiritual—first 
the natural and then the spiritual.”  He says, “In the natural, when your identity is 
stolen, somebody steels your identity and they are ripping you up.  They are robbing 
you.  But it’s the same way in the spiritual, our identity, so many have lost their 
identity.  They don’t know who they are.  They don’t know where they came from.  
They don’t know their heritage.  They don’t know what’s in them.  They don’t know 
the greatness.  They don’t know the people they are from.” And he said, because 
they’ve lost their identity, their greatness has been robbed, their achievements have 
been robbed.  They have been robbed because of a lost identity.

And so, we have so much worth and so much value and so much treasure that’s 
hidden away, locked away on the inside of us and sometimes we don’t even realize.  
I remember a story about a man who was homeless and he died and when the police 
found him, he had died of starvation and he had this leather belt on around his 
waist that he had found in the trashcan.  And when they took that belt, they found 
out it had a secret compartment on the inside of the belt—a zipper.  And when they 
unzipped it, there was $25,000 cash in the belt.  And this man died of starvation, 
not realizing what he had on the inside.  And so many of us, we don’t realize what 
he had on the inside.

So many of us don’t realize the greatness that’s on the inside of us, the value, the 
treasure—this treasure that we have on the inside of earthen vessels.  And it’s so 
hidden, it’s like this money in that belt, it’s hidden and sometimes we don’t realize 
it’s there.  I thought about three men in the Bible, who had this—they had this 
greatness and yet they were hidden and they were literally, and this is interesting, 
all three of them were literally hiding.  Yet they have this greatness locked up on 
the inside of them.  The first one is Gideon.  Gideon was hiding from the Midianites 
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and he was down on the winepress hiding and so, when the Angel of the Lord 
appeared to him, to just tell him about how great he was.  He found Gideon there 
hiding.  He was hiding.  So, here is greatness hiding.  And I think it is very 
significant to us.

The second man is Moses.  Moses spent 40 years of his life hiding on the backside of 
the desert and then God shows up in a burning bush to unleash the greatness in 
Moses.  But notice, he first found him hiding.  He was the second one hiding with 
greatness in him, yet hiding.  The third person, I thought about was King Saul.  
King Saul was hiding.  Turn over to 1 Samuel, and a lot of you may not be familiar 
with King Samuel, where he was hiding.  But notice—it’s 1 Samuel 9, and I want 
you to see if we can read beginning with verse 18.  1 Samuel 9:18, notice that Saul, 
it says, “Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, 
where the seer's house is.  And Samuel answered Saul, and said, I am the seer: go 
up before me unto the high place; for ye shall eat with me to day, and to morrow I 
will let thee go, and will tell thee all that is in thine heart.”

And so, Samuel begins to tell Saul about the greatness that’s on him.  And he says 
in verse 20, “And as for thine donkeys that were lost three days ago, set not thy 
mind on them; for they are found.”  And here’s where he begins to deal with him, 
notice he says, “And on whom is all the desire of Israel? Is it not on thee, and on all 
thy father's house?”  So Samuel is saying, “Who is it that’s special?  Who is it that 
has a calling?  Who is it that has a gift?  Who is it that has a treasure?  Isn’t it you, 
Saul?  Isn’t there a treasure on the inside of you?  Isn’t there a gift?  Isn’t there a 
gift?  Isn’t there greatness in you?”  He called the soul of God when he begun to 
identify his greatness.  Notice Saul’s reply, verse 21, “Am not I a Benjamite, of the 
smallest of the tribes of Israel?”  He said, “Wait a minute, I’m from the smallest 
tribe, I’m from the most insignificant people.  You must be mistaken, there can’t be 
any greatness on me.”

Notice when Saul begins to say, and he says, “And my family the least” he said, 
“Not only am I from the smallest tribe” he said, “My family is the smallest family in 
the smallest child.”  And so notice, his excuse, his fear.  He is hiding.  And so, he 
says, “Why are you speaking like this to me?”  And then flip over to chapter 10 
where the prophet Samuel is introducing, he’s ready to introduce greatness to all of 
the people of Israel.  He want to let them know who the next King is, who God has 
chosen, who God has ordained, who has greatness in him.  And so, in chapter 10, 
Samuel wants to introduce Saul, this person who has this greatness upon him.  So 
notice verse 20 and when Samuel – This is 1 Samuel 10:20, “And when Samuel had 
caused all the tribes of Israel to come near, the tribe of Benjamin was taken.  When 
he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to come near—” So, here he is, he is getting 
ready to identify Saul.  Remember Saul said, “I’m from the tribe of Benjamin”, the 
smallest one.  So, Samuel has everyone around.  He’s called out that small tribe 
Benjamin.  And now, he’s calling out that family.
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So notice what it says, verse 21 “When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to come 
near by their families, the family of Matri was taken, and Saul the son of Kish was 
taken: and when they sought him, he could not be found.  Therefore they inquired of 
the LORD further, if the man should yet come thither. And the LORD answered, 
Behold he hath hid himself among the stuff.”  Saul was hiding.  Saul was hiding.  
Moses was hiding.  Gideon was hiding.

And I think God is illustrating that to say, there’s hidden greatness in all of us.  
And all of us we have something hidden on the inside of us and sometimes we hide 
because we are afraid.  We are afraid to launch out.  We are afraid to do something 
new.  We are afraid to stretch ourselves or challenge ourselves.  We are afraid to tap 
into this greatness that’s on the inside of us.  But notice, it was hidden, they all hid 
themselves.  There’s something significant that God had to help each one of them to 
discover the greatness on the inside of them.  He sent an angel to Gideon, to help 
Gideon to discover his greatness.   God himself showed up to Moses to help him 
discover his greatness.  He sent a man to Saul to help him to discover his greatness.

And so God will do things to help us.  And sometimes he’ll send someone else.  
Sometimes someone else can see your greatness better than you can and they come 
to help, to carve you out of a block of marble so that your true greatness can come 
forward.  But notice, all of these men they were afraid.  They were all hiding, they 
were all afraid of the greatness.  So, sometimes we’re afraid. We’re really afraid of 
what God has called us to do and what he has called us to be.  And the thing that 
really makes us afraid, that whenever God calls us to do something, it’s always 
bigger than we are.

If you ever feel called to something and it’s a perfect fit, same size as you are just 
right, that’s not God.  God always calls you to something bigger than yourself.  He 
always calls you to something bigger.  He never calls you to something the right 
size.  It’s always bigger than you.  Why?  Because God is always out to stretch you.  
He is always out to challenge you.  He is always out to push you to grow.  He’s 
always out to bring out of you the greatness that he has put in you.  So, he will 
never call you to something that’s just right, that just fits you perfectly.  That is not 
God.  There’s no challenge in that.  There’s no stretching in that.  There’s no growth 
in that.

So God always gives you something bigger than you are.  And whenever he gives 
you something, it’s always frightening. And so, that’s why these men always hid 
and they made excuses and they were fearful and afraid when the challenges of God 
showed up in their lives but it’s the greatness of God.  God wants to help us to 
discover our greatness because he knows what he put on the inside of us.

I love this quote by John Hagee.  He said this, he says, “Attempt something so great 
for God.  It’s doomed to fail you unless God be in it.”  Attempt something so great for 
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God that is doomed to fail you unless God is in it.  In other words, dream big, dream 
bigger than yourself, embrace a big vision a big dream.  Dream something that’s 
beyond you, that will stretch you, that will challenge you.  Explore possibilities.  
Use your imagination.  Do something that’s so big.  Attempt something so big. That 
is doomed unless God be in it.

And I think God is just challenging us to leave the status quo, leave those places 
where we’re comfortable, those places you know where we’re stagnant, where 
everything is convenient and to leave those places and to challenge us to new 
possibilities.  To open your eyes to new visions, to dream bigger dreams, to see new 
possibilities because there’s greatness on the inside of us that God wants to bring 
out of us.

There’s something I read about Frank Lloyd Wright who was a great architect and 
he had designed some magnificent structures.  Towards the end of his career a 
reporter asked him, “Which of these designs has been your favorite creation?”  and 
he responded, “My next one.”  In other words, he said, I’m not done.  I am still 
challenging my self, still pushing myself for greater things.  My greatest one is my 
next one.  And this is the mentality that we ought to have.  That there’s so much 
greatness on the inside of us that God hasn’t done his greatest in you yesterday.  
God’s greatest is in your tomorrow.  Greatness is in you and he wants to bring it out 
and he wants you to discover the great things that are on the inside of you.

Praise God.  I just want to lay some foundation to—just beginning something here 
that we will continue next time on “Discovering Your Greatness”, to think bigger, to 
dream bigger, to imagine the possibilities, to allow God to do something wonderful 
in your life that’s beyond where you are right now.

So many people have just settled down and just gotten comfortable and feel like, 
“Well, this is as far as I can go.  I’ve done the best that I could do.”  And you don’t 
realize, greater is he that is within you.  The greater one lives on the inside of you.  
So, next time we will continue looking at some things to help you to discover your 
greatness.

Those of you who are watching, I want you to go to AirJesus.com and you can listen 
to this message absolutely free of charge.  You can email to a friend absolutely free 
of charge as well.  And we just want to thank you so much for joining us today at 
Brothers of the Word.  We want you to know that greatness is in you and we want 
to help to unleash it and unlock that greatness on the inside of you.  Thank you so 
much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother you need the 
Word.


