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(Playing Music (00:00:00 - 00:00:23) 

 

Male: From the Ark of Salvation in Atlanta with Pastors Nathaniel 

Bronner, C. Elijah Bronner and James Bronner, the Bronner 

brothers brings you the gospel.  Get ready.  The message you 

need is about to be heard from Brothers of the Word. 

 

(Playing Music 00:00:35 - 00:59:00) 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the Word.  We are honored to have you join us and tune in 

to today’s message.  We want to welcome all of you who are 

joining us by television and those of you joining us at 

airjesus.com.  I’d like to just share just a little humor before we 

begin today’s message.  There was a young man and he was 

elated when he turned 18 in a state where the curfew is 11 p.m. 

for anyone under 17 years of age.  He told his dad how happy he 

was that now he could stay out until 3 a.m. if he wanted.  “Yes, 

you can stay out as late as you want.”  The father said, “but the 

car is under 17 and it has to be in the garage by 11.” 

 

 Open your Bible if you will to the Book of Colossians.  The book 

of Colossians there in the New Testament right behind Book of 

Philippians; Book of Colossians.  When you get there, say 

“Amen”.  Book of Colossians, let’s read chapter 3.  Colossians 

3:15-17.  Let’s read together there in unison, beginning with 

verse 15.  “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts to the 

which also ye are called in one body and be ye thankful.  Let the 

word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and 

admonishing one another in Psalms, in hymns, and spiritual 

songs singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  And 

whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus giving thanks to God and the father by him.” 

 

 And let’s also read if you flip back to the Book of Ephesians.   

The Book of Ephesians chapter 5.  Let’s also read verses 18 

through 21 there, Ephesians 5:18-21.  Let’s read there beginning 

with verse 18.  “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; 

but be filled with the Spirit speaking to yourselves in Psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs.  Singing and making melody in 

your heart to the Lord.  Giving thanks always for all things unto 

God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.”  And I 
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just want to use that as a subject “Living with A Grateful 

Heart.”  

 

00:05:03 

 

 I love the story of the famous Poet Rudyard Kipling.  Rudyard 

Kipling is one of the few writers and poets of his time who 

actually enjoyed great financial success while he was still living.  

This reporter was speaking with him one day and he told him, 

he said, “someone has calculated that based upon your earnings 

every word that you have written is worth would be valued at 

100 dollars by the amount that you have been paid.  Every word 

that you have written, each word itself is worth 100 dollars.”  

Rudyard Kipling said, he said “Wow, I didn’t know that,” and 

the reporter trying to be cynical; he pulled a hundred dollar bill 

out of his pocket and gave it to Rudyard Kipling.  He says, 

“Since your words are worth a hundred dollars, here’s a hundred 

dollars, give me one of those words.”  Rudyard Kipling took the 

100-dollar bill, looked at it, folded it, put it in his pocket and 

said, “thanks.” 

 

 So, surely our thanks, our hearts being grateful is of great value; 

worth more than a hundred dollars.  It is a high value alone on a 

life that has a grateful heart.  A life that is always grateful.  I 

love one of the texts where we read in Colossians 3:15; it says 

“Be thankful.”  It didn’t say that thanks is something you do, it 

says “Be it.”  Be thankful.  It’s not something we simply do; it’s 

who we are.  It’s a part of our lives; it’s not something that 

happens during a particular season; it’s not something that is 

seasonal.  It is supposed to be a part of our everyday lives. 

 

 When you study different Scriptures about thanks, giving 

thanks and being grateful, you’ll always find certain words like 

“always” or “continual” or “in all things.”  It shows that having a 

grateful heart is way of life.  It’s something that we live.  We live 

this way.  So, this is not something we just do for a season, it’s 

not something for a certain time.  We live this way.  It’s not 

something we do just in praise and worship at church.  It’s not 

something we do and you know, just sometimes in our lives but 

the Bible says “Always”.  I like Psalms 34.  Turn over there real 

quickly.  Psalms 34:11; notice what it says there.  Psalms 34:11; 

actually, verse one is the one I want to read.  Psalms 34:1, notice 

what it says, “I will bless the Lord at all times.  His praise shall 
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continually be in my mouth.”  So, notice, “At all times I will 

bless the Lord at all time.”  Everybody say, “All times.” 

 

 His praise shall continually be in my mouth.  Everyone say, 

“continually”.  So, notice, I begin when I started out these 

Scriptures on being grateful and having a grateful heart and 

giving thanks.  I came across those words constantly at all 

times, continually, always.   We are always to give thanks and it 

is really our mode of living.  It is our way of life and that 

something we just do is, it’s who we are.  There’s a song called 

“Praises what I do” and so, thanks is -- that’s really who we are.  

I like the Book of Ephesians.  You don’t have to turn there but 

Ephesians 5:4.  It talks about giving thanks in terms of the fact 

that since we are Christians, our words are powerful; everything 

we say is powerful.  Our voices are powerful; and so, Ephesians 

5:4, it talks about not being involved in loose speaking. 

 

(00:10:04) 

 

Certain -- you know, talking in a kind of way about anything 

and just engaging in any type of activity.  It says, “no, you 

should be rather be giving thanks.”  Be giving thanks, your 

mouth is powerful.  Your tongue is powerful.  Your words are 

powerful and as Christians we are always to be a fountain of 

thanks giving.  A fountain of thanks wherever we are each and 

every day.  There’s something powerful when we are able to live 

with a grateful heart.  I love Psalms 100, where it says, “Enter 

into his gaze with thanksgiving.” That’s how you enter in.  Even 

when you enter in and one of my comment here is to put it this 

way, it presented that verse as if you needed a password to come 

before God.  You can’t just come before God.  You had to know 

the password.  There’s somebody at the gate so you had to have 

the right password before you can get before God.  And so, he’s 

telling us in Psalms 100, he’s letting us know what the 

password.  The password is, thank you Lord.  Enter into His 

gates.  Enter into His gates with thanks giving.  Enter into -- 

that’s how you get in.   You all are going to remember that.  

Some of you all might be standing before the gates in heaven 

one day.  And then somebody might be at the gate, say, “what’s 

the password to get in?”   You will remember this, thank you 

Lord. 

 

 Thanksgiving, enter in with thanksgiving.  Enter into with 

thanksgiving, into his courts with praise, that’s how we enter in.  
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But this something that is to be continuous always.  We should 

be just bubbling over with thanksgiving.  Just bubbling over 

with thanks and being grateful is a continual attitude of the 

heart.  Continual attitude and it changes your whole life when 

you live with a grateful heart, it changes your whole life, 

changes your whole perspective.  I remember reading about a 

man who had been diagnosed with something and the doctor 

said, giving him six months to live.  As this man was preparing 

to die, they later called that man back and told him that they 

have made an error, that he was not going to die and they had 

misdiagnosed.  Now, when this man got the news that he was 

not dying, he lived his life from a totally different perspective.  

He was so appreciative of life, now that nothing upset him.  You 

now it’s being stuck in traffic, it didn’t upset him at all.  People 

would curse him out and he would just stand there with a smile 

on his face because he was so thankful.  He was now enjoying 

life from entirely different perspective. 

 

And while somebody would be cursing him out, in his mind he 

would be saying, “at least I’m alive to hear you curse me out.”  

What a blessing it is to be able hear you curse me out.  That is a 

blessing.  That means I’m alive.  That means I am well.  He was 

so thankful.  It shifted his whole perspective on life.  Nothing 

bothered him.  Nothing upset him.  Nothing troubled him.  He 

was grateful to be alive.  He was grateful for life.  And when you 

live life with a grateful life, it changes your approach to life.  

Nothing bothers you.  You don’t get upset at a whim because 

you’re so appreciative.  You’re living with a grateful attitude of 

heart.  Living with a grateful heart.  And so, it changes 

something in his life. 

 

 I thought about a couple of things that keeps us from being 

grateful or keeps us from really living a life of thanksgiving or 

constantly or continually giving thanks on our lives.  One thing I 

thought about, one of the things that hindrance us from doing it 

is, we become accustom.  We become accustom to the blessings of 

God and we don’t really appreciate them until we’re about to 

lose them. 

 

00:15:01 

 

There’s something about us.  Somebody said that, “If the stars 

only came out once a year, we will stay up all night to watch 

them.  But because they’re out every night, we’re used to them 
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and we don’t even give them a thought.  And so it is with all the 

blessings of God and even the people that God has gifted us with 

and placed in your life, sometimes even our love ones, we don’t 

appreciate them because they become succumb(ph).  You 

remember one time you were crazy about the person you fell in 

love with.  But you know, after some years, you know, you’ve 

grown cold, unappreciative, don’t even recognize the value any 

longer that’s because we grow accustom to the wonderful 

blessings of God that we have in our lives.  We have them so 

much, we take them for granted.  We even begin to look down on 

them and even complain about the wonderful things that God 

has placed in our lives.  So, one of the things that are I realize 

that keeps us from having a grateful heart is, we become 

accustom to certain things and we don’t really appreciate them 

until we’re about to lose them. 

 

I remember a story about a young man who -- he had some type 

of condition and the doctors told him that they were going to 

have to cut his legs off.  And later on, they reversed their 

diagnosis and he was able to keep his legs.  That young man 

said, now every morning when his eyes open, first thing he does, 

he grabs his legs and says, “God thank you for my legs.”  He had 

never thought about his legs until he was about to lose them.  

And so, it is with us, you know, we have so many blessings, so 

many little blessings in life that we don’t even -- sometimes we 

don’t think about them until you’re about to lose them but take 

time to thank God for just your limbs.  Thank God for the ability 

to be able to move.  Thank God for the ability to be able to laugh, 

to breath, to eat, to see, to hear, to walk, to run, to play, to 

listen, to love.  All of these little blessings that we so often take 

for granted. 

 

I remember hearing Joyce Meyer.  She’s probably the most 

prolific female Bible teacher in the world.  At one point she was 

dealing with, I believe it was breast cancer and she tells the 

story of how she had been in the hospital for an extended period 

of time.  When she was finally released, she told her husband, 

she said, “drive me slowly to our favorite coffee shop.”  She said, 

“drive slowly pass the park while I watch the kids play.”  She 

said, that was all she wanted to do.  The simple pleasure.  After 

being in the hospital facing a life-threatening disease not know 

whether you would come out and being deprived of some of the 

simple pleasures in life.  She said, when she was dismissed, all 

she wanted to do was just drive by park and see kids playing, to 
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hear their laughter, to go get a simple cup of coffee at a coffee 

shop, just a simple --.  She was thankful, appreciative able to 

enjoy the simple pleasures of life after they have been 

threatened.  After she was about to lose those things.  And so, 

when you live with a grateful heart, you got to take time to get 

your mind of all of the problems, of everything that’s going 

wrong, all the things that you complain about.  All the stuff you 

don’t have and start being thankful over the stuff you do have; 

over the things you can do.  Thank God for the little things.  

Man, I was thanking God for my fingernails the other day.  You 

know, that’s somethings you don’t about but you lose one of 

them and you realize how valuable.  Dexter has lost a toenail.  

You don’t realize how valuable a toenail is until it’s coming off.  

Thank God for the little, all the little blessings.  Thank God for 

all the little blessings that we have. 

 

00:20:01 

 

 You know, I remember talking to a young man.  He had just 

been released from prison.  He grabbed me, he said, pastor, he 

said, “I don’t need a million dollars.”  He said, “I am just 

thankful to be free, just to be free.”  He had a different 

appreciation for just being to what?  To be able to walk around.  

He said, “I don’t need a million dollar.”  He said, “I am thankful 

just to be free.”  He was thankful just to be in outside world.  

Stuff we take for granted.  So, for sure you ought to thank God 

right now just to be free.  Thank God so much.  Thank God for 

all the little things we take for granted.  To be able to breathe.  I 

you could just go visit hospitals right now, you’ll be surprised 

the number of people who will love to be able to breathe on their 

own.  We breathe without even realizing what a blessing that is 

of God.  You’ll be surprised the people who are being fed 

intravenously, who would love just to be able to sit down and eat 

a simple meal.  You would be surprised the number of people 

who would love to be able to just see a sunrise. 

 

There was a study that an advertising company was doing in 

Central Park in New York City.  They took a man and they 

dressed him up as a blind man and stood him in a certain spot in 

the park with a tin cup with a sign that read “Blind.”  In the 

particular day they did it, he collected four dollars and they 

decided to do something different.  They took his sign and they 

wrote on it, “It is Spring and I am blind.”  That day he collected 

40 dollars.  His giving went up 10 times because people began to 
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realize how blessed they were.  When they put the “Spring,” they 

realized they could see the sunshine.  They could see the birds.  

They can see the children playing and running.  They could see 

the color of the leaves.  People had a deeper appreciation when 

they realized how much they had, just when they said, “It’s 

Spring and I am blind.”  His giving went up 10-fold.  Living with 

a grateful heart, just being thankful.  One of the Scriptures we 

read Colossians 3:15, I love something that was in some other 

different translations, it says, “practice being thankful.”  Learn 

to be grateful.  Cultivate thankfulness, cultivate thankfulness.  

You know you wouldn’t get mad so quickly if you could -- You 

know, even if somebody was cursing you out.  If you had a 

grateful heart, you know, you could stand there and you could 

say, “Thank God I can hear them.  Thank God I can see them.  

Thank God I’m alive, thank God.”  It changes your entire 

perspective, when you live with a thankful heart.  When you live 

with a grateful heart and you’re so conscious of the blessings 

around you and what you have, it changes your entire 

perspective and your entire viewpoint of life. 

 

And here’s the truth I want you to realize, things can always be 

worse.  Things, I don’t care how bad you have it, you got to 

realize because this will help you to be thankful.  Things could 

always be worse.  Things could always be worse.  They could 

always be worse.  I read a little Charlie Brown cartoon and, in 

this cartoon, it was Thanksgiving Day.  Charlie Brown brought 

his dog Snoopy out his dinner, brought it in the dog dish and he 

sat it before snoopy.  It was just regular dog food, his normal 

meal.  Snoopy was upset.  Snoopy said, “here it is Thanksgiving 

and everybody is enjoying the finest turkey with all the 

trimmings and I’m stuck here because I’m a dog with dog food.”  

Then Snoopy thought about it for a second as he looked at his 

food, he said, “I guess it could be worse, I could be a turkey.” 

 

00:25:00 

 

Turn to your neighbor and say, “Things could always be worse.”  

I’m a close with this.  Psychologist Robert Emmons, he spent 20 

years studying what makes people happy.  He has concluded by 

saying this, “When people consciously practice grateful living, 

their happiness will go up and their ability to withstand 

negative events will improve.” Just by having a grateful heart, 

he said, “Your happiness will go up and your ability to 
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withstand negative events will improve.”  Living with a grateful 

heart. 

 

We want to thank all of you all who are joining us today at 

airjesus.com.  I want you to go to airjesus.com and you can listen 

to this message.  Message number 7444 in its entirety.  You can 

also email it to a friend absolutely free of charge.  Living with a 

grateful heart.  Thank you so much for joining us today at 

Brothers of the Word, because brother you need the word. 

 

Female: Thank you for tuning in to Brothers of the Word.  If you would 

lie to hear other sermons, simply go to airjesus.com and you or a 

friend can hear this message and hundreds of others.  If you 

know someone who needs this message, you can email it to them 

absolutely free at airjesus.com.  AirJesus.com, just go there.  

Tune in to Brothers of the Word next week at the same time, 

same station, because brother you need the Word. 

 

00:27:12 
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